IVADAS

Kapinés yra ir gali buti suvokiamos kaip materialaus ir dvasinio gyvenimo, istorinio, konfe-
sinio, etnografinio paveldo objektas. Mirties kultira ir ja reprezentuojancios laidojimo tradicijos
buvo / yra aktualios visais zmonijos egzistavimo laikotarpiais, visose civilizacijose, nepriklauso-
mai nuo regiono, valstybés ar krasto ikinio i$sivystymo lygio ar kultiirinés aplinkos. Mokslininkai,
tyrin€jantys kapines kaip socialinj, dvasini visuomenés atributa, teigia, kad ,,beveik visose religi-
jose kapavietés yra mirusiojo gyvenimo vieta (die Wohnungen der Toten). Jos [kapavietés — S. P.]
yra atminimo vietos, kuriose ne tik susipina gyvyju ir mirusiyju Seimos asmeny likimai, bet ir
dabartis su praeityje egzistavusia kulttra. Palaidojimo vietos puikiai reprezentuoja visuomenés
identiteta. Jos dokumentuoja istorijos vyksma, atspindi svarbius visuomenés procesus, architek-
tirinius ir estetinius aspektus, pavardziy formas ir kalbos pasikeitimus, kuriuos galima perskaityti
ant paminkly*'.

Sie vokie¢iy mokslininky apibrézti kapiniy, kapavieciy, kaip moksliniy tyrimy objekty, funkci-
niai prioritetai yra taikytini ir Klaipédos krasto senosioms kapinéms®. Jos yra neatsiejama regiono
kult@irinio krastovaizdzio dalis, konfesinio paveldo segmentas, semantiskai atspindintis ¢ia gyvenusiy
zmoniy tauting, kalbing aplinka, socialing, ekonoming sankloda, lokaliy bendruomeniy raidos aspek-
tus, laidosenos tradicijy kaitos ypatybes, kurioms nuo XVI a. pradzios jtaka daré protestantizmas ir
Prasijos / Vokietijos valstybés vystymasis.

Kita vertus, kapinés yra kultiirinis, istorinis visuomeneés sanklodos démuo, kuris ne tik atsklei-
dzia ,krasto praeitj, taCiau ir reprezentuoja dabarti bei pateikia zvilgsni i ateit{“*. Tad dabartiné
Klaipédos krasto senyju kapiniy buiklé, atitinkamy valdzios instituciju, pavieniy entuziasty, moks-
lininky, krastotyrininku poziiiris i kapiniu priezitira, i§saugojima iliustruoja visuomenés pajauta
Siam konfesiniam, kitokiam nei likusioje Lietuvos dalyje, paveldui ir santyki su praeitimi, lemian-
¢iam visuomenines, kultiirines, moralines vertybes.

Sovietmeciu ir Klaipédos krasto istorijos, ir jo kultiirinio, konfesinio paveldo tyrimai buvo
isprausti { ideologinius rémus, kadangi regiono istorijos daugiatautiSkumas ir daugiakultairiSkumas
neatitiko ,,iSgrynintos® tautos istorijos koncepcijos, todél daugelis Klaipédos krasto, platesniame
kontekste — Prisijos Lietuvos, istorijos siuzety, pazenklinty svetimais vokiskais kalbiniais ir kultii-
riniais pédsakais, likdavo moksliniy interesy ir tyrimy uZzribyje.

Senosios Klaipédos krasto kapinés didesnio mokslininky* ir krastotyrininky démesio sulau-
ké tik Lietuvos nepriklausomybés laikotarpiu, nors pavieniu entuziasty doméjimasis senosiomis
kapinémis fiksuojamas ir sovietmeciu, mazdaug nuo 8-o0jo deSimtmecio pradzios®. Nuo 2006 m.
Klaipédos krasto konfesinio paveldo tyrimus vykdo ir Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono is-

! EHALT, H. Ch. Vorwort der Herausgeber. FISCHER, N. Vom Gottesacker zum Krematorium. Eine Sozialgeschichte
der Friedhofe in Deutschland seit dem 18. Jahrhundert. Kulturstudien. Bibliothek der Kulturgeschichte. Hrsg. von H.
Ch. EHALT, H. KONRAD. K&ln, 1996, Bd. 17, S. VL.

Lietuvos istoriografijoje iki Siol néra apibréztas bendras Klaipédos krasto kapiniy jvardijimas. Jos yra vadinamos
senosiomis, liuteroniskomis, protestantiskomis, istorinémis kapinémis. Visi Sie terminai yra kontekstiskai teisingi ir
vartotini, apibréZiantys ta patj objekta. Sio tomo straipsniuose §is pavadinimas taip pat varijuoja.

3 HILLEBRAND, A .-K. Erinnerung und Raum. Friedh6fe und Museen in der Literatur. Wiirzburger Wissenschafiliche
Schrifien, Bd. 341, Konigshausen&Neumann, 2001, S. 133.

Placiau apie Klaipédos krasto senyju kapiniu mokslinius tyrimus, bibliografija zr. §iame tome spausdinamuose
S. Pocytés, R. Sliuzinsko ir kt. autoriy straipsniuose.

Galétume paminéti 8-ajame deSimtmetyje kraStotyrininko Ferdinando TamosSitino surinkta vaizding ir raSyting
medziaga, tuometinés Lietuvos valstybinés konservatorijos Klaipédos fakultety docento Jurgio MaliSausko studenty
darbus apie mazaja architektiirg Klaipédos krasto kapinése.
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torijos ir archeologijos instituto (toliau — KU BRIAI) mokslininkai, kurie krasto senasias kapines
analizuoja kaip kalbinij, kulttrini, etnografini, religini regiono praeities objekta, neatsiejama nuo
bendros viso Klaipédos krasto bei valstybiy, kurioms krastas priklausé, raidos. Taigi §j tyrima
bty galima priskirti ne tik istorijos, kalbotyros, kultiirinés antropologijos ar religijotyros, bet ir
kultiirinés regionistikos sriciai. Kita vertus, keleriy mety mokslinis idirbis atskleidé, kad vien tik
humanitarinis Sios konfesinio paveldo dalies tyrimy aspektas negali visapusiskai atspindéti senyju
Klaipédos krasto kapiniy reikSmés ir vertés regiono kontekste.

Paskutiniu deSimtmeciu kapiniy tyrimams akivaizdzia itaka daro mokslingje aplinkoje vis la-
biau ryskéjancios tarpdisciplininés prieigos ir ju metodologinés sasajos. Atsizvelgdama i pastaraja
tendencija, nuo 2012 m. KU BRIAI vykdomame Lietuvos mokslo tarybos finansuojamos mokslo
programos ,,Valstybé ir tauta: paveldas ir tapatumas“ projekte ,,Klaipédos krasto etnokonfesinio
paveldo tyrimai, sukuriant geografine informacine sistema“® suburta mokslininky komanda patei-
kia humanitariniy, gamtos, technologijos, socialiniy moksly, informatikos tyrimy segmentus, kurie
atskleidzia senujy kapiniy istorija, antkapiniy paminkly raida ir ju medziagotyrinius aspektus, epi-
tafijose uzfiksuota kalbing, tauting, socialing krasto ir atskiry bendruomeniy raida, kapiniy augalija,
informatikos mokslo galimybes sisteminant sukaupta raSyting, foto- ir garso medziaga. Informa-
cing duomeny bazg, kuri kuriama nuo 2006 m. vykdyty lauko ekspediciju metu surinkty duomeny
pagrindu’ ir kurioje jau yra sukaupta apie 20 500 skaitmeniniy laikmeny vienety, 2012 m. papildé
informacija i§ 40 senyju Klaipédos krasto kapiniy. Sukaupta medziaga tapo Siame ,,Acta Historica
Universitatis Klaipedensis* tome publikuojamy moksliniy straipsniy tyrimy objektu.

Kalbant apie senasias kapines, yra aktualu atskleisti ne tik juy, kaip materialaus paveldo ele-
mento, reikSme, bet ir iSanalizuoti kapiniy formavimosi raida lémusi teisini laidotuviy apeigy re-
glamentavima. S reglamentavima Priisijoje XVI-XVIII a., kaip viena svarbiausiy konfesionaliza-
cijos proceso aspekty, straipsnyje tyrinéja Darius Barasa. Istoring tema pratesia Silva Pocytée, kuri
aptaria protestantizmo jtaka daugiakalbés kultiirinés aplinkos Klaipédos kraste susiformavimui,
epitafiju bilingvistinei raiskai, o krasto konfesinio paveldo specifika visos Lietuvos kontekste at-
skleidzia lygindama tam tikrus senyju Klaipédos krasto ir kity Lietuvos regionu kapiniy raidos
aspektus ir artefaktus.

Klaipédos krasto kapinése fiksuojamy antkapiniy irasSy kalbinei analizei yra skirti Astos Bal-
¢itinienés ir Eglés Bukantytés straipsniai. A. Balcifiniené tyrinéja lietuviskuosius irasus leksikos ir
morfologijos aspektu, aptaria pagrindines asmenvardziy kalbines ypatybes. E. Bukantytés tiriama-
sis objektas yra vokiskosios epitafijos, jose uzfiksuoti tekstai, kurie istoriniu-lyginamuoju metodu
yra gretinami su lietuviskais, siekiant atskleisti ju tekstologinius ir lingvistinius ypatumus.

Artinés Liucijos Arbusauskaités straipsnyje analizuojami senujy kapiniy epigrafy metrikos
duomenys, daugiausia koncentruojant démesi i palaidotyju susiskirstyma pagal lytj ir amziy, kii-
dikiy / vaiky mirtinguma. Autorés tyrimas atskleide, jog kapiniy jrasuose uzkoduota informacija
papildo socialinés-demografinés Klaipédos krasto raidos charakteristikas, tac¢iau dél duomeny sto-
kos negalima daryti i§samesniy i§vady apie gyvenimo trukmés priklausomybe nuo ekonominiy ar
geografiniy veiksniy.

Senyju krasto kapiniy dabarting biikle, ju vieta lokalinés kultiiros ir paveldo sistemoje nagri-
néja Artinas Baublys. Jis iSkelia Siandieninéje Lietuvos Respublikos teisinéje, administracinéje
sistemoje aktualia Klaipédos krasto kapiniy priklausomybés problema, kuri iSryskeéja sprendziant
zemétvarkos, kapiniy priezidiros ir ,,ipaminklinimo* klausimus. A. Baublio analizuojama naujujy,
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po 1945 m. i krasta atsikélusiy gyventojy ir ju palikuoniy santyki su Siuo konfesiniu paveldu tema
pratgsia Rimantas SliuZinskas. Jis, taikydamas interviu metoda, apklausé dalj Silutés rajono Saugy
senitinijoje prie kapiniy gyvenanciy lietuvininky ir pokario metais ¢ia atsikélusiu gyventojy, kuriy
pasisakymai liudija ne tik tam tikrus kapiniy istorijos ir laidojimo tradicijos siuzetus, bet ir kapi-
niy, kaip savo ir svetimo istorinio bei kultiirinio objekto, sampratos vieta lokalios bendruomenés
grupinéje tapatybeje.

Botaniniai senyjy kapiniy aspektai analizuojami Ritos Nekrosienés straipsnyje, kuriame apta-
riama dekoratyviujy Zoliniy ir sumedéjusiy augaly rasiy jvairove, §iy augaly paplitimas 40 Silutés
rajono kapiniy. Tyrimo metu kapinése inventorizuota beveik 60 riisiu dekoratyviyjy augaly ir nu-
statyta, kad apleistose, neprizitirimose kapinése fiksuojama maziau augaly rGsiy nei prizitirimose
ir tvarkomose kapinése.

Arminas Stuopys ir Dionyzas Varkalis, nagrinédami atsitiktiniy artefakty identifikavimo, pa-
minklosauginio statuso nustatymo ir ju mokslinés panaudos galimybg, aktualizuoja ir Siy artefakty,
kaip medziagotyriniy Saltiniy, leidzian¢iy analizuoti XIX—XX a. vidurio meistry naudotas medzia-
gas, technologijas ir koloristika, instrumenting keramikos, metalo, dazy, glaziiry sudétj ir struktiira,
svarba.

Moksliniy straipsniy skyriy uzbaigia Natalijos Jus¢enko, Dalios Baziukés, Ingridos Borisen-
ko straipsnis, tyrin¢jantis Siuolaikiniy informaciniy technologiju (IT) galimybes taikyti pazangius
irankius ir metodus duomenims kaupti, saugoti, apdoroti ir pateikti. Autoriy teigimu, senyjy kapi-
niy inventoriniy duomeny kaupimas, saugojimas ir viesinimas yra prioritetiniai darbai, sudarantys
tarpdalykiniy tyrimy pagrinda, o naujausi duomeny analizés algoritmai, itinklinto darbo metodai,
programin¢ jranga darbui su geografiniais ir daugialypés terpés duomenimis sukuria prielaidas
naujoms istoriniy tyrimy metodikoms.

Siame tome pateikiamas platus 3altiniy tyrimu, publikacijy ir apzvalgy skyrius, atliepiantis
Prusijos Baznycios istorijos, kapiniy raidos ir ju bukleés tematika. Rubrika pradedama D. Barasos
tyrimu apie Kuncy parapija 1569 m. duomenimis. Pagrindinis autoriaus analizuojamas Saltinis
yra Kur$iy nerijos Kuncy parapijos 1569 m. vizitacijos teikiami duomenys, kurie yra tyring¢jami ir
pristatomi visy tuo metu vizituoty Sembos vyskupijos parapiju kontekste. Siame pirmajame nara-
tyve apie Kur$iy nerijg pateikiama ne tik daug informacijos apie parapijos vidinj gyvenima, bet ir
uz¢iuopiamos tam tikros konfesionalizacijos uzuomazgos parapijoje, igalinancios kalbéti apie tam
tikras to meto Kursiy nerijos etninés, socialinés, ekonominés padéties prielaidas. Baznytiniy para-
piju istorijos tyrimus autorius tesia pristatydamas Rusnés baznycios parapijos XIX a. dokumenty
fragmentus, kuriuose atsispindi parapijos dvasininky ir tarnautojy svarstymai apie vietos kapiniy
biikleg, kapiniy teritorijos iSplétimo biitinybg, pateikiama statistika apie palaidotyjy skaiciy ir kita
lokalios bendruomenés vidaus gyvenimo informacija.

A. L. Arbusauskaité analizuoja iki $iol nezinomus NKVD Silutés operatyvinés grupés apklau-
sos, vykdytos 1944 m. lapkri¢io ménesi, protokolus, kuriuose fiksuojamos Zinios apie Antrojo pa-
saulinio karo metais Macikuose veikusj karo belaisviy lagerj. Sie dokumentai buvo jtraukti { moks-
ling apyvarta 2011 m. rudeni, pradéjus archeologini ir istorini tyrima, siekiant identifikuoti Maciky
lageryje zuvusiyjy masines kapavietes gretimame Armalény kaime.

A. Stuopys, remdamasis MazZosios Lietuvos istorijos muziejuje esan¢ia medziaga, pristato kras-
totyrininka Ferdinanda Tamosiiing (1932—1980 m.), kurio veikla 8-ajame deSimtmetyje daugiausia
buvo susijusi su Klaipédos miesto apylinkiy senyju kapiniy fiksavimu. Kadangi iki Siy dieny dau-
guma F. Tamositino uzfiksuoty artefakty sunyko arba buvo sunaikinti, §i medziaga yra ypac vertin-



ga atliekant komparatyvinius kapiniy buklés tyrimus ir jvertinant ju kultiiring bei paveldosauging
reikime. Klaipédos apylinkése i§sidés¢iusiu kapiniy raidos tema A. Stuopys pratesia mikrotyrimu,
kuriame sukaupti artefaktai analizuojami Zardés kapiniy istorijos nuo XX a. vidurio atvejo kon-
tekste.

Skyriaus pabaigoje publikuojami du skirtingo zanro tekstai, fragmentiskai pateikiantys keleta
siuzety apie senyjy kapiniy islikimo ir i§saugojimo situacija dabartinéje Karaliauciaus / Kalinin-
grado srityje. Anatolij Bachtin Kenigsbergo kapiniy apzvalgoje pasakoja apie Sio miesto kapiniy
kiirimasi ir raida nuo viduramziy, atskleidzia kapiniy naikinimo po 1945 m. masta, kai sovietmeciu
buvo sunaikintos beveik visos mieste iki Antrojo pasaulinio karo pabaigos veikusios kapinés. Pa-
nasia kulttrinio ir konfesinio paveldo Siame kraste biiklg iliustruoja ir Jurgio MaliSausko 1983 m.
raSytas kelionés marsrutu Sovetskas—Svetlogorskas dienorastis, kuriame fiksuojami patirti ispu-
dziai apie nykstancias krasSte baznycias, pilis, kapines.

Tomas baigiamas tradicinémis knyguy recenzijy ir informacijos apie mokslo renginius rubrikomis.

Apzvelgus tome spausdinamus mokslinius straipsnius, galima konstatuoti, jog skaitytojams,
mokslo visuomenei pirma karta Lietuvos istoriografijoje yra pateikiamas platus senyju Klaipédos
krasto kapiniu tarpdisciplininés analizés spektras. Sie moksliniai tekstai iliustruoja, jog konfesinio
paveldo tyrimuose galima jvairiy mokslo sri¢iy prieiga ir gauty rezultaty analizés koreliacija, lei-
dzianti pateikti naujas analizuojamos temos mokslines jzvalgas ir bendrakulttirines vertes.

Leidinio autoriai ir rengéjai viliasi, kad straipsniai sulauks ne tik Sia tema suinteresuoto Skai-
tytojo zvilgsnio ir vertinimy, bet ir atkreips placiosios visuomenés, atsakingy valdininky démesj i
labai svarbaus vieno i§ Klaipédos krasto paveldo segmenty biikle ir jo iSsaugojimo biitinybg.

Silva Pocyté



INTRODUCTION

A cemetery is, and may be perceived, as an object of the material and spiritual life and of histori-
cal, confessional, and ethnographic heritage. The culture of death and funeral rites that represent it
have been relevant in all stages of mankind existence and in all civilizations, regardless of the level
of economic development or the cultural environment of the region, state, or land. Researchers
who are interested in cemeteries as a social, spiritual attribute of a community state that “almost in
all religions, burial places are the living places of the dead (die Wohnungen der Toten). They [the
burial places — S. P] are places of remembrance where both the destinies of the living and the dead
members of the family intertwine, as well as the present with the culture of the past. Burial places
represent the public identity in an excellent way. They document the process of history and reflect
significant social processes, architectural and historical aspects, and the forms of surnames and
linguistic changes that can be found on the tombstones*'.

The functional priorities of cemeteries and tombs as research objects, as defined by German scho-
lars, are also to be applied to the old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region?. They are an integral part of the
region‘s cultural landscape and a segment of confessional heritage which semantically reflects the
national and linguistic environment of the people who used to live there, the social and economic
structure, the aspects of the development of local communities, and the characteristics of changes
in funeral rites influenced by Protestantism and by the development of the Prussian / German state.

On the other hand, a cemetery is a cultural, historical component of the social structure which
simultaneously reflects “the past of the land, represents its present, and offers a look into the future*.
Therefore, the current state of the old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region and the view of relevant autho-
rities, individual enthusiasts, scholars, and ethnographers of the cemetery maintenance and preser-
vation illustrate the public attitude to the said confessional heritage, different from that in the rest of
Lithuania, and the social, cultural, and moral values that predetermine the relationship with the past.

In the Soviet times, the studies of the history of Klaipéda Region and its cultural and con-
fessional heritage were forced into an ideological framework, as the multi-ethnic history of the
region and its multiculturalism did not comply to the ‘purified’ conception of the national history;
therefore, quite a few of the plots of Klaipéda Region, and in a broader context, of Prussian Lithu-
ania, marked with alien German linguistic and cultural traces stayed beyond the field of scientific
interests and research.

The old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region received more attention from researchers* and eth-
nographers as late as in the years of Lithuania‘s Independence, although individual enthusiasts
became interested in them in the Soviet years, approximately from the early seventies’. Starting

! EHALT, H. Ch. Vorwort der Herausgeber. FISCHER, N. Vom Gottesacker zum Krematorium. Eine Sozialgeschichte
der Friedhofe in Deutschland seit dem 18. Jahrhundert. Kulturstudien. Bibliothek der Kulturgeschichte. Hrsg. von H.
Ch. EHALT, H. KONRAD. Bd. 17, Kéln, 1996, p. VI.

To date, Lithuanian historiography does not have a single name for the cemeteries in Klaipéda Region. They are
called the old, Lutheran, Protestant, or historical ones. All those terms are contextually correct and can be used to
define the same object. In the articles of the volume, the name shall also vary.

3 HILLEBRAND, A .-K. Erinnerung und Raum. Friedh6fe und Museen in der Literatur. Wiirzburger Wissenschafiliche
Schrifien, Bd. 341, Konigshausen&Neumann, 2001, p. 133.

For more information about the research into the old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region and bibliography, see the articles
of S. Pocyté, R. Sliuzinskas, and other authors in the present volume.

Visual and written materials collected by ethnographer Ferdinandas Tamo§itinas in the 70s could be named, as well as
student papers on the small architecture in the cemeteries of Klaipéda Region, supervised by dr. Jurgis Malisauskas,
Klaipéda Faculties of the Lithuanian State Conservatoire.
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with 2006, research into the confessional heritage of Klaipeda Region has been conducted by the
researchers of the Institute of Baltic Sea Region History and Archaeology, Klaipéda University
(hereinafter: IBSRHA KU) who study the old cemeteries of the region as a linguistic, cultural,
ethnographic, and religious object of the past of the region, inseparable from the development of
all Klaipéda Region and the states it belonged to. Therefore, the research can be attributed not only
to the fields of history, linguistics, cultural anthropology, or religious studies, but also to one of
cultural regional studies. On the other hand, as revealed by the research experience of several ye-
ars, merely the humanities aspect of the research into that part of the confessional heritage cannot
comprehensively reflect the significance and the value of the old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region in
the regional context.

Over the last decade, the research into cemeteries was obviously influenced by increasingly
more distinct interdisciplinary trends and their methodological links. Given the said trend, the
IBSRHA KU research team, in the framework of the conducted project Research into the Ethnic-
Confessional Heritage of Klaipéda Region by Developing Geographic Information System® of the
Research Council of Lithuania-funded programme State and Nation: Heritage and Identity, present
segments of research in the fields of humanities, natural, technological, social, and informatics
sciences which reveal the history of the old cemeteries, the evolution of tombstones, including the
viewpoint of materials science, the linguistic, national, and social development of the region and
its individual communities recorded in the epitaphs, the vegetation of the cemeteries, and the po-
tential of the science of informatics in the systematization of the accumulated written, photo, and
video materials. The information database which has been created since 2006 on the basis of the
data collected during field expeditions’ and containing about 20,500 units of digital media, in 2012,
was supplemented by information from 40 old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region. The accumulated
materials became a research object of the scientific articles published in the present volume of Acta
Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis.

In the discussion of the old cemeteries, it is relevant both to reveal the significance of them as an
element of material heritage and to analyze the legal regulation of funeral rites that predetermined
the formation of cemeteries. The regulation of funeral rites in Prussia in the 16th to 18th c. as one of
the major aspects of the process of confessionalization is discussed by Darius Barasa. The histori-
cal theme is extended by Silva Pocyté whose article is devoted to the impact of Protestantism on the
formation of the multilingual cultural environment in Klaipéda Region and the bilingual expression
in epitaphs; she reveals the specificity of the regional confessional heritage in the context of Lithu-
ania by means of comparison of certain developmental aspects and artefacts of the old cemeteries
in Klaipéda Region and in other Lithuanian regions.

The articles of Asta Bal¢itniené and Eglé Bukantyté present a linguistic analysis of tombsto-
ne inscriptions in the old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region. A. Bal¢itiniené studies the Lithuanian
inscriptions from the morphological and lexical viewpoint and discusses the principal linguistic
characteristics of personal names. The research object of E. Bukantyté is German epitaphs and the
texts recorded in them which are compared to Lithuanian ones by means of a historical comparati-
ve method with the aim of disclosing their textological and linguistic specificity.

The article of Artiné Liucija ArbuSauskaité focuses on the personal data in the epigraphs from
the old cemeteries, with special attention to the gender and age characteristics and children/ infant
mortality. As disclosed by the author‘s studies, the information of the cemetery inscriptions sup-

¢ The project will continue till the end of 2014, contract No. VAT-12018.
7 From 2006 to 2012, over 4,000 artefacts were recorded.
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plements the characteristics of the social-demographic development of Klaipéda Region, however,
due to the shortage of data, it does not lead to deeper conclusions on the dependence of the lifespan
on economic or geographic factors.

The present state of the old cemeteries in the region and their place in the local culture and
heritage system is analyzed by Artinas Baublys. He raises a problem of the jurisdiction of Klaipéda
Region cemeteries topical for the current legal and administrative system of the Republic of Lithu-
ania which stands out in dealing with land planning, cemetery maintenance, and the heritage status
issues. The subject of the relationship of the settlers who came to live in the region after 1945 and
of their descendants with the said confessional heritage is continued by Rimantas Sliuzinskas. He
interviewed part of the Lietuvininkai (Lithuanians of Prussian Lithuania) living in the vicinity of
the old cemeteries in Saugai rural administrative area Siluté district and the settlers who arrived
there in the post-war years; their stories witness certain plots of the history of the cemetery and
the funeral tradition, as well as the place of the conception of the cemetery as one'‘s own or alien
historical and cultural object in the group identity of the local community.

The botanical aspects of the old cemeteries are analyzed in the article of Rita Nekrosiené who
discuses the diversity of the species of ornamental herbaceous and ligneous plants and their dis-
tribution in 40 cemeteries of Siluté district. During the research, almost 60 species of ornamental
plants were identified in the cemeteries; the author concludes that well-maintained and cared of
cemeteries boast a greater variety of plants than the abandoned ones.

Arminas Stuopys and Dionyzas Varkalis who look into the issue of identification of accidental
artefacts, the establishment of their status from the monument protection viewpoint, and the pos-
sibility of their further scientific use, actualize the significance of the said artefacts as the sources
of materials science that enable the analysis the materials, technologies, and colours used by mas-
ters of the 19th to mid-20th c. and the instrumental composition and structure of ceramics, metal,
paints, and glazes.

The unit of scientific articles ends with a paper of Natalija Jus¢enko, Dalia Baziuké, and Ingrida
Borisenko devoted to the potential of the contemporary information technologies (IT) in the ap-
plication of instruments and tools to the accumulation, storage, processing, and presentation of the
data. As stated by the authors, the accumulation, storage, and publicising of the inventory data from
the old cemeteries are priorities that serve as a basis of interdisciplinary research, while the latest
algorithms of data analysis, networking methods, and software for work with the geographical and
multimedia data create prerequisites for new methodologies of historical research.

The volume presents a unit covering source research and publication reviews related to the the-
me of the history of Prussian Church, cemetery evolution, and their current state. The chapter opens
with Darius Barasa’s study on Kuncai Parish in 1569. The principal source analyzed by the author
is the data of the visitation of Kuncai Parish on the Curonian Spit in 1569, reviewed and presented
in the context of all the parishes of Semba Diocese visited at the time. The first narrative about the
Curonian Spit both offer a wealth of information about the internal life of the parish and touches
upon the start of confessionalization in the parish that enables a discussion of certain assumptions
of'the ethnic, social, and economic situation of the Curonian Spit. The author continues his research
into the history of parishes by presenting fragments of the 19" C. Rusné Church parish documents,
which reflect considerations of the clergy and employees of the parish about the state of the local
cemetery and the necessity to expand its territory, present the statistics of the number of burials,
and offer other information about the internal life of the local community.
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Ariiné Liucija Arbusauskaité analyzes hitherto unknown minutes of interrogations in Siluté
Unit of the People‘s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD) conducted in November 1944 in
which information about the war prisoners camp in Macikai in the years of World War 2 had been
recorded. The documents were first used by researchers in 2011, when the archaeological and his-
torical studies started with the aim of identification of the mass graves of those perished in Macikai
in the neighbouring village of Armalénai.

Arminas Stuopys used the materials of the History Museum of Lithuania Minor to introduce
ethnographer Ferdinandas Tamosiiinas (1932-1980), whose activities in the 70s were mainly rela-
ted to the recording of the old cemeteries in the environs of Klaipéda City. As most of the artefacts
recorded by Tamosiiinas have disappeared or have been destroyed, the material is of special value
for comparative studies of the state of the cemetery and for the assessment of their cultural or the
monument protection-value. Stuopys extends the subject of the cemetery development in Klaipéda
environs by a micro study in which the accumulated artefacts are analyzed in the context of the
Zardé cemetery case since the mid-20th c.

At the end of the chapter, two texts of different genres are presented: fragments of stories on the
situation of survival and preservation of the old cemeteries in the present Karaliau¢ius/Kaliningrad
Region. In the review of the Kénigsberg cemetery, Anatolij Bachtin writes about the appearance of
the cemetery in the city and its development since the Middle Ages and reveals the scale of the ce-
metery destruction after 1945, when in the Soviet period almost all the cemeteries that functioned
in the city before the end of WW2 were destroyed. A similar state of the cultural and confessional
heritage in the said region is illustrated by a travel diary on the route Sovetsk-Svetlogorsk by Jurgis
Malisauskas, with the impressions of endangered churches, castles, and cemeteries of the region
recorded.

The volume ends with the traditional rubrics of information about scientific events and book
reviews.

A review of the published scientific articles allows one to state that, for the first time in Lithu-
anian historiography, readers and research community are presented a broad range of an interdis-
ciplinary analysis of the old cemeteries of Klaipéda Region. The said scientific texts illustrate a
possibility of the approach of different fields of science to the research into confessional heritage
and the correlation of the obtained outcomes resulting in new scientific insights and general cul-
tural values.

The authors and the publishers of the volume are looking forward both towards an interested
look of reader and their assessment and the attention of the general public and responsible officials
to the state of a very important segment of the heritage of Klaipéda Region and the necessity of its
preservation.

Silva Pocyté
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