
 

ABSTRACT
On the basis of statistical economic indicators, diplomatic correspondence, diaries of Russian travellers, 
memoirs, essays, and letters, the article seeks to answer the question of what place East Prussia occupied 
in the economic, political, and cultural space of Russia. When considering the dimensions making up the 

six of them and demonstrates the changes of their content in different discourses supported within the 
Russian Empire from the mid-19th c. to World War I.
KEY WORDS: the Russian Empire, East Prussia, economic relations, social and political relations, ima-
ges of East Prussia. 

ANOTACIJA
-

-

-

-



52

-

1

-
2.

-
-

-

-

-

-

3. 

-

-

-

5.

1

2

3

5



53

.

-

.

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-



-
9.

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

.
-

11. 

-
-

12

9

11

12 



55

-

-

-

-

13

-

-

-
.

-

-
-
-

-

15.

13

15



-
-

-
-
-

. 

-
-

-
-
-

-
-

.
-

-
-



-
19.

-

-

-

.

-
-

21

22

-

-

23

.

-
-

19

 

21 Ibid., c. 212.
22

23



-
25.

-

-

.

-

25 

 



59

.

-
-

-

29

-
-

-

-
.

-
-

 
29



31.

-

32.

31  

32 



33.

.

33 

 



35

.

.

39

.

35

 

39 



S a n t r a u k a

-

-

-

-

-
-



-

-

-

-
-

-

S u m m a r y

The article seeks to answer the question of what place East Prussia occupied in the economic, 
political, and cultural space of Russia and which dimensions made up the image of East Prussia 
maintained in the Russian public discourse from the mid-19th c. to World War I. During the said 
period, the place of East Prussia in the economic and social-political space of Russia was primarily 
determined by the geographical location of that German province which accounted for its ability 



to play the role of a bridge and a transshipment point between Russia, Germany, and the rest of 
Europe. 

however, by the end of the 19th c., the admiration abated. The principal reason must have been the 

-
dentally that Eydtkuhnen was one of the most frequently mentioned German locations in Russian 
literature. From there, East Prussia was mainly passed by an express train travelling from Russia to 
the West. People used to stay in East Prussia for a longer time mainly on the way back to Russia, 
when they were able to compare East Prussia with other European countries, and in that context it 
was no longer that fascinating. On the contrary, the comments of Russian travellers on East Prussia 
acquired an undoubtedly critical character.

Russian tourists were more than indifferent to East Prussia in their diaries, letters, and memoirs. 

only to poorer people, such as smaller landlords, authors, university professors, artists, and musi-

th c. Despite a great role played by Königsberg 
th and early 19th c. and the participation of 

its scientists in the establishment of St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences, at the end of the 19th c., 
Albertina was of interest merely to the descendants of Baltic German landlords or students from 

-

-

-

quantities both by rivers and railway. Russian merchants were buying pedigree cattle, high quality 
seeds, and farm equipment in East Prussia, while the owners of East Prussian shipyards were proud 
of the fact that half of the Russian Imperial Navy was built in that province of Germany. Königs-

salt, and herring imported by Russia. 
From the economic viewpoint, East Prussia played an important role in Russia as the place of 

employment of auxiliary labour. Due to the industrial development of the western Prussian regions 
and large emigration from East Prussia in the second half of the 19th c., the shortage of labour in agri-

th

th

-
ne, and north-western provinces of Russia who were employed in East Prussian brickyards and other 

and roads.
The border position occupied by East Prussia with respect to Russia accounted for the emer-

th c., it was considered to 



be a shelter for the refugees of the Russian Empire, mainly for nihilists. With the help of the local 
Jewish smugglers, they would illegally cross the border and hide in East Prussia from the repres-
sions of the Government of the Russian Empire.

The said relations of East Prussia and Russia that had formed respective images of the German 
province in Russia were interrupted by World War I, and later by the Bolshevik revolution.


