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Abstract

This article is devoted to an analysis of burials with weaponry from the Ostriv graveyard near the
River Ros', about 100 kilometres to the south of Kyiv in the Middle Dnieper area, excavated during
2017 and 2018. Weapons (axes, pila, sword pommels) were discovered in 11 burials, representing
approximately 20% of the total number of burials, and about 60% of all male burials investigated in
the graveyard. An analysis of the material from the graveyard (weapons and jewellery) refers burials
to West Balt migrants: Old Prussians, Curonians and Skalvians. They probably protected hill-forts of
Kyivan Rus' in the Ros' region. The archaeological finds were supported by historical sources: chro-
nicles of Kyivan Rus'. They evidence about the activities of Yaroslav the Wise aimed at reinforcing the
southern borders of Kyivan Rus'. But it is hard to say exactly when Yaroslav relocated West Balts to
the region of the River Ros'. Nevertheless, according to written sources and archaeological material,
it could be dated from 1030 to the middle of the 11th century.
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Anotacija

Straipsnis skirtas kapy su ginklais tyrinéjimams, vykdytiems 2017-2018 m. Vidurio Dniepro ba-
seino Ostrivo kapinyne, prie Rosos upés, apie 100 km nuo Kijevo, aptarti. Ginkly (kirviy, ietiga-
liy, kalavijo buoze) buvo rasta vienuolikoje kapu, kas sudare 20 proc. visy tirty kapy ir 60 proc.
visy nustatyty vyry kapy kapinyne. Kapinyno medziagos analizé rodo, kad kapai priskirtini
vakary balty migrantams: seniesiems prasams, kurSiams, skalviams. Gali bati, kad jie saugojo
Kijevo Rusios piliakalnius Rosos upés regione. Archeologinius duomenis patvirtina rasytiniai
Saltiniai - Kijevo Rusios metrasciai. Juose pasirodo informacija apie Jaroslavo ISmintingojo vei-
klg, jtvirtinant pietines Kijevo Rusios Zzemes. TaCiau sunku pasakyti, kada Jaroslavas perkéle
vakary balty Zzmones j Rosos upeés regiong. Nepaisant to, remiantis radytiniais 3altiniais ir ar-
cheologine medziaga, Sj perkélima galima datuoti 1030 m. - XI a. viduriu.

PAGRINDINIAI ZODZIAI: Ostrivo kapinynas, ginkluoté, Kijevo Rusia, vakary baltai, Jaroslavas
ISmintingasis.
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Introductory remarks

In October 2017, a Medieval graveyard from the 11th and 12th centuries AD (Fig. 1)
was found on an architectural-archaeological expedition by researchers from the
Institute of Archaeology of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, between
the settlements of Ostriv and Pugachivka in the Rokytne district of the Kyiv region
on the right bank of the River Ros'. The materials discovered are unique and unusual
for Ukraine. They are markedly different from synchronous antiquities of Kyivan Rus'’
and should be associated with the Baltic tribes of the southeast shore of the Baltic
Sea. A total of 53 burials, tentatively dated to the 11th century, in an area of about
1,100 square metres, were studied in 2017 and 2018." This article is an analysis of
the burials with weaponry, which constitute a sizeable number of all the burials in
the graveyard.

The graveyard is on a large terrace of approximately 65 hectares, above a flood-
plain, separated from the other part of the bank by a small ravine, gradually declin-
ing towards the River Ros'. The Sukholisy Old Rus’ hill-fort is situated 500 metres
from the graveyard, on the opposite bank, in the flood plain of the Ros' (Figs. 2-4).

However, it cannot be said that the graveyard had formerly escaped the attention of
archaeologists. In 1973, during large-scale field investigations in the area of the River
Ros’, Oleg Prykhodniuk explored two settlements of Cherniakhiv culture here, and
a small mound up to 0.7 metres high, and 20 to 25 metres in diameter, now totally
destroyed.? The Fasos amphora (fourth century BC), found in 2018, was probably
connected specifically with this mound. Furthermore, a Bronze Age layer and Early
Slavic Prague and Pen’kivka cultures were identified in the cemetery.

The multiple layers considerably complicate research into the Medieval funereal
constructions, which are situated in almost homogenous layers of black soil. In ad-
dition, the graveyard has been ploughed up for many years. Moreover, the burial
complexes were partially destroyed by grave robbers, which have been systemati-
cally plundered since at least 2011.

' IBAKIH, Bcesonog; BAPAHOB, B suecnas; BIBIKOB, Amutpo; THEPA, Bonoanmup. HoBoBusiBneHmi
6anTcbkmii MornnbHUK Xl cT. Ha Mopocci. In Teau donoesidel yyacHuKie MidIHaPOOHOI HayKo80i KOHpepeHyii
«Mizpayii ma iHosayii: y nowykax nepsuHHocmi idel, peyeli i nodeli», 8-11 aucmonada 2017 p. bBiB-
BuHHMKkK, 2017, c. 5-7; IBAKIH, BceBonog; BAPAHOB, B sauecnas; BIBIKOB, [AmuTpo; 30LEHKO,
IBaH; COPOKYH, AHgpili. CepeAHbOBIUHMI 6aNTCbKUIA MOTMABHUK Ha [opocci (3a pe3ynbTatamu
apxeonoriyHux gocnigxeHb 2017-2018 pp.). In | BceykpaiHcokuli apxeonoeidHuli 3730: [Mpoepama
pobomu ma aHomayii donosidell (HixcuH, 23-25 aucmonada 2018 p.). Pes. BikTop YABAW. Kuig, 2018,
c. 196; IBAKIH, BceBonog, BAPAHOB, B sauecnaB. ApxeonioriyHi JoChigkKeHHs 3aXifHO-6anTCbKoro
morunbHuka Octpis-1y Mopocci. In Per aspera ad astra: do 100-1imHb020 tosinero 8idoM0o20 apxeosnoza
bopuca Tumoujyka: Te3u donoeideli MixcHapoOoHoi Haykoeoi KoH@epeHyii (M. YepHiayi, 8 keimHsa 2019 p.).
YepHisuj, 2019, c. 54-55.

2 MPUXOAHKOK, Oner. ApxeonoriuHi po3Bigku Ha Mopocci. Apxeosozis, 1979, Ne 31, ¢. 94.
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Fig. 1. Location of the graveyard on the map of Ukraine.
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Fig. 2. Graveyard and hillfort. Tacheometric measurements by Olga Manigda.
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Fig. 3. Hillfort Sukholisy and graveyard Ostriv. Satellite view.

Fig. 4. Hillfort Sukholisy and graveyard Ostriv. Drone picture from East by Volodimir Gnera.
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Fig. 6. Plans of the burials. 1 - grave 4; 2 - grave 5; 3 - grave 11; 4 - grave 6; 5 - grave 13.
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Fig. 7. Plans of the burials. 1 - grave 26; 2 - grave 35; 3 - grave 37;
4 - grave 41; 5 - grave 45; 6 - grave 50.
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Fig. 8. Grave 6. Photo. 1 - View from drone. Photo by Volodimir Gnera; 2 - axe.
Photo by Dmitro Bibikov.
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Fig. 9. 1. Grave 13. Photo of penannular brooches with poppy-head terminals by Dmitro
Bibikov. 2. Grave 26. Photo of axe by lvan Zotsenko.
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Fig. 10. 1. Grave 35. Photo of penannular brooches with widening terminals.
2. Grave 37. Item made from horn. Photos by Ivan Zotsenko.
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Fig. 11. 1. Grave 35. Type M axe in situ.
2. Grave 50. Bucket. Photos by Ivan Zotsenko.
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Fig. 12. Funeral goods. 1-2 - Grave 4; 3-5 - grave 5; 6 - grave 6; 7 - grave 11; 8-15 - grave 13.



Fig. 13. Funeral goods. 1-10 - grave 26; 11-12 - grave 35; 13-15 - grave 37; 16-19 - grave 41;
20 - grave 45; 21-24 - grave 50.
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Fig 14. Funeral goods. Photo. 1-3 - grave 4; 4-6 - grave 5; 7 - grave 6; 8 - grave 11;
9-11 - grave 13.
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Fig 15. Funeral goods. Photo. 1-2 - grave 26; 3 - grave 35; 4 - grave 37;
5-6 - grave 41; 7-9 - grave 50.
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Fig. 16. Artefacts from graveyard Ostriv. 1, 13 - grave 53; 2, 11, 14 - grave 2; 3 - grave 23; 4 -
grave 13; 5 - grave 35; 6 - grave 41; 7 - grave 51; 8-9 - grave 1; 12 - grave 12.
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Overall, 53 inhumation burials in different degrees of preservation were investigated
during 2017 and 2018. Among them, items of weaponry were revealed in 11 burials
(Fig. 5), representing approximately 20% of the total number of burials, and about
60 % of all the male burials, of which 17 were investigated (the anthropological re-
search was done by Oleksandra Kozak).

Weaponry material from the Ostriv graveyard

Grave 4 was investigated at a depth of 0.4 to 0.5 metres from modern daylight (Fig. 6,1).
The deceased was buried in a wooden coffin; the remains of a smoldered wooden half
beam and iron nails were discovered. There was a male skeleton of age 14 to 16 lying
on its back, the head oriented to the north, and with a small deviation to the west. The
arms were by the side. The skull and the other bones were very injured, some bones had
been moved, others were missing. A bronze rectangular buckle was found under the
skull (Figs. 12,2; 14,2). A piece of ironwork of unknown purpose was detected near the
missing right collarbone. A battle-axe with lowered blade was found under the right knee
(Figs. 12,1; 14,1). The handle was apparently placed in the hand. The remains of fabric
were found on the surface of the buckle and the ironwork (Fig. 14,3).

Grave 5 was excavated at a depth of about 0.5 metres, badly damaged by modern
grave robbers (Fig. 6,2). It was likely to have been buried in a coffin, as the remains of
wood appeared in the pit's filling, and wood was discovered in the area of the skull as
well. A male skeleton of age 25 to 30 lay on its back, the head oriented to the north,
with a small deviation to the west. The arms were by the side. The upper body of the
burial was almost completely destroyed by robbers. Near the left ulna, an elongated
piece of iron, probably a knife, was dug up. There was a small bronze object, likely to be
a plaque, on the right foot. Many fragments of ironwork, including a spear (Figs. 12,3;
14,4) and multi-spiral ring (Fig. 14,5), were found in the layer disturbed by robbers. A
penannular fibula with rolled terminals (Figs. 12,4; 14,6) was found in a hole.

Grave 6 was found at a depth of approximately 0.5 metres from modern daylight
(Figs. 6,4; 8,1). Irregular oval-shaped, elongated stonework running west-east and
measuring 1.5 by 1.25 metres was detected 0.2 metres to the west of the skel-
eton. Fragments of a bucket's metal banding hoop were found under the stone-
work, confirming a date referring to the times of Old Rus'. A male skeleton 25 to
30 years of age lay on its back, the head to the north, with a small deviation to the
west. The arms were by the side. The upper body was intentionally facing a little to
the right, as if extending around the stonework. An iron battle-axe with a lowered
blade (Figs. 8,2; 12,6; 14,7) and the handle up was excavated near the right knee,
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and also small chicken bones as sacrificial food (osteological research was done by
Leonid Horobets). There was an iron knife under the left elbow, and the remains of
a bucket at the feet were represented by fragments of two iron hoops.

Grave 11 was excavated at a depth of 0.4 metres from modern daylight (Fig. 6,3),
and was partly damaged by robbers’ digging. There were no traces of a burial pit
or a coffin. The male skeleton of age 30 to 40 lay on its back, with the head to the
north and a small deviation to the west. The arms were by the side. The feet were
stretched and turned sideways, as if extending around a bucket. An iron axe placed
handle up was excavated a little lower than the right knee (Figs. 12,7; 14,8). Chicken
bones were found near the axe. The iron hoops of a bucket approximately 0.3 me-
tresin diameter were discovered in the southern part of the burial. Research into the
muscle and tendon loading, and injuries, suggest that the man used a two-handed
axe (suggested by Oleksandra Kozak).

Grave 13 was excavated at a depth of 0.4 metres from modern daylight, damaged
by robbers’ digging (Fig. 6,5). There were no traces of a burial pit or a coffin. A male
skeleton 45 to 55 years of age lay on its back, with the head to the north and a small
deviation to the west. The arms were by the side. A penannular brooch with a poppy-
head terminal was excavated near the right collar-bone (Figs. 9,1; 12,9; 14,10). A
bronze ring was found nearby on the sternum (Fig. 12,11-12). Another bronze ring
was on the left side near the pelvis (two similar rings were found in the robbers'
digging) (Fig. 12,13,15). There was a bronze square-headed brooch under the pelvis
(Figs. 12,10; 14,11). A bronze spiral ring, obviously in the place of the decomposed
left wrist, was excavated 0.3 metres to the east of the pelvis (Fig. 12,14). An iron
battle-axe with the blade lowered was discovered near the right knee (Fig. 12,8;14,9).
In addition, a piece of fabric was found in the grave.

Grave 26 was excavated at a depth of 0.35 metres from modern daylight, partly
damaged by robbers, possibly dating from Medieval times (Fig. 7,1). There were no
traces of a burial pit or a coffin. A male skeleton of age of 20 to 25 lay on its back,
the head to the southeast. The arms at the side. An iron battle-axe with a lowered
blade (Fig. 9,2; 13,1; 15,1) and the handle down (perhaps the handle was placed
next to the deceased's right hand), was found on the right shoulder. There was a
sharpening stone near the axe. A badly corroded knife was excavated near the left
hand (Fig. 13,6). A spur was discovered near the right tibia, and corroded horse bits
were found under the right knee (Figs. 13,4-5; 9-10). A sword pommel type S was
excavated near the left femur in the knee area (Figs. 13,2; 15,2).

Grave 35 was detected at 0.3 metres from modern daylight, and was badly dam-
aged by ploughing and rodents (Fig. 7,2). There were no traces of a burial pit or a
coffin. An adult male skeleton lay on its back with the head to the northwest. The
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arms were by the side. An iron battle-axe with lowered blade was excavated in the
knee area 0.15 metres from the right femur. A penannular brooch with widening
terminals (Figs. 13,11; 15,3) was revealed in the pelvis area on the left side beneath
the replaced bones of the left hand. Chicken bones were found near the right knee.
Also, a bronze ring was excavated in the burial filling (Fig. 13,12).

Grave 37 was excavated at a depth of 0.35 metres from modern daylight, partly dam-
aged by ploughing and modern plundering (Fig. 7,3). There were no traces of a burial pit
or a coffin. An adult male skeleton lay on the back, the head to the north, with a deviation
to the east. A few fragments of pilum or spear (Fig. 13,14) broken by plundering were
discovered near the right femur. Among them, a fragment of a socket was found with
a hole at the top that most likely confirms the assumption about the pilum. Below, an
item made from horn was excavated between the tibias (Figs. 13,15; 15,4). A fragment
of black metal with a piece of fabric was identified in the filling of the hollow part of the
horn. The remains of sacrificed food, literally a bird's tibia, was found near the item made
from horn. An elongated rectangular sharpening stone of pink sandstone (Fig. 13,13) was
excavated five centimetres below the product made of horn.

Grave 41 was detected at a depth of 0.55 to 0.6 metres from modern daylight, badly
damaged as late as Medieval times, when the bones were carefully moved aside
during a child’s burial 38 (Fig. 7,4). There were no traces of a burial pit or a coffin.
Features of the funeral rite could not be determined. Separate bones preserved in
the anatomical area belonging to a woman of 25 to 35 years of age allow us to sug-
gest that the head was oriented towards the north, with a deviation to the west.
Two spinning wheels made of Ovruch pyrophillite slate (Fig. 13,17) were discovered
in the burial layer near the left leg. A bronze multi-spiral ring (Fig. 13,18) and an
iron battle-axe with the blade lowered (Fig. 13,16; 15,5) were excavated in the same
place. A decorated bronze bracelet with zoomorphic terminals (Figs. 13,19; 15,6) was
revealed 0.2 metres below the skeleton at a depth of 0.8 metres. Perhaps the axe
belonged to a grave which was totally destroyed, taking into account the fact that the
bones identified belonged to woman, as did some of the equipment.

Grave 45 was excavated at a depth of 0.75 metres from modern daylight, and was
almost totally destroyed by rodents (Fig. 7,5). There were no traces of a burial pit or
a coffin. The deceased was probably a boy of four to seven, laid with the head to the
north, and with a deviation to the west. An axe with a wide symmetrical blade was
identified among mixed bones (Fig. 13,20).

Grave 50 was excavated at a depth of one to 1.1 metres from modern daylight. The
grave was buried in an Early Slavonic pit-house with a stone oven (sixth to seventh
century) (Fig. 7,6). There were no traces of a burial pit or a coffin. An adult male
skeleton lay on its back with the head to the northwest. The upper body was facing
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slightly north. The arms were by the side. A fragment of pilum or spear was detected
near the right shoulder, with the socket facing towards the skull (Figs. 13,21; 15,7).
A lyre-shaped buckle was found in the sacrum area (Figs. 13,23; 15,8). The handle
of a bucket with two handle mounts and a few fragments of a metal top band were
excavated close to the right foot. A piece of an iron horse spur was found in a mole
hole under the burial (Figs. 13,22; 15,9).

Thus, as was noted above, weapons were excavated in 11 graves, representing about
60% of all the male burials. In general, graves with rich burial goods and weapons
are not typical of synchronous Old Rus’ findings in the mid-sub-Dnieper area. This
fact points to the high level of militarisation of the community in the Ostriv grave-
yard, and their ethnic difference as well, which is not of local origin.

It should be noted that the weaponry excavated in the Ostriv graveyard is quite
standardised. It consists basically of axes with a lowered blade, a pair of spurs, and
a long-form butt, discovered in six burials out of 11: graves 4, 6, 13, 26, 35 and 41.
The axes are type IV according to Anatoliy Kirpichnikov? (Figs. 12,1, 6, 8; 13,1, 16). Ac-
cording to Kirpichnikov, axes of this type are the most widespread in Eastern Europe,
dating from the 11th to the 13th centuries. Mark Aleshkovsky classified such axes
as type D, recognised them as the most common in Old Rus’ antiquities, and dated
them to the end of the tenth to the 12th centuries.* Mikalay Plavinski, on the Belorus-
sian materials, dated the type IV axes to the second half of the tenth century. He
noted that this type appears in more than half the findings from the tenth century
in Belarus. In the 11th century, it constitutes an absolute majority, and in the 12th
century they gradually disappear.® Similar axes are well known in a number of Old
Rus’ sites in Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Scandinavia, Russia, Poland and Bulgaria.® It
should be noted that the lack of axes of type IVA in the Ostriv graveyard is typical of

3 KUMPMUYHWKOB, AHaTonui. dpesHepycckoe opyxcue. Biin. Il: Kones, cyauysl, 60essie monopel, bynasel,
kucmeHu IX-XIll ee. (Apxeonorus CCCP. CBoj apxeosiornyeckux MCTOYHMKOB, BbiMn. E1-36). MockBa,
NeHnHrpag, 1966, c. 37, puc. 6.

4 AJIELLUKOBCKWIA, Mapk. KypraHbl pycckux apyxuHHukos XI-XII Bs. Cosemckas apxeonozus, 1960, Ne 1,
c. 73, puc. 1, 21.

> TMNABIHCKI, Mikanaii. Y36paeHHe beaapyckix 3emasy X-Xlll cmazodssy. MiHck, 2013, ¢. 29; MNABAHCKN n,
Hukonai. BoopyxeHune 3anagHbix 3emenb Pycn X - nepsoi nonosuHbl X| B.: CTaHOBNEHME JpeBHe-
PYCCKOW Tpaanumn n GpopMmpoBaHmMe perroHanbHbix 0CO6eHHOCTel (Mo MaTepuanam C TeppUTopumn
Benapycn). In Pyce e IX-XIl sekax. O6uwecmeo, 20cydapcmeo, Kynemypa. Pes. Hukonan MAKAPOB, AHapeii
JNEOHTBLEB. Mocksa, Bonoraa, 2014, c. 68, puc. 6.

¢ BO3HbIW, Uropb. YaapHoe BoopyxeHue CesepHoii BykoeuHbl XII - nepsoii nonoeuHsl Xl BB
Stratum plus, 2014, Ne 6, c. 59, puc. 1,8; 2,10; NNABIHCKI, M. ¥Y36paeHHe..., c. 29; LLUEKYH, OnekcaHap;
BEPEMEIYIK, Onewa. MoceneHHs Jlickose y Bepxis'ax p. Binoyc. In ligdeHHo-pyceke ceno IX-XIll cm. (Hosi
nam’amku mMamepiasnsHoi Kynemypu). Pen. OnekcaHgp MOUSA, Bonognummnp KOBAJIEHKO, BaneHTuHa
METPALLEHKO. Knis, 1997, c. 80, puc. 33, 19; MAKAPOB, Hukonaii; 3AVLEBA, MpnHa; KPACHKOBA
AHHa. MapagHbIi TOMOPUK C KHSXKECKUMY 3Hakamu 13 Cy3aanbckoro ononbs. In @yHoameHmansHeie
npobsemsl apxeosno2uu, aHMponoao2uu u smHozpapuu Espasuu. K 70-remutro akademuka A. [1. [epessaHko.
HoBocmnbupck, 2013, c. 437-439, puc. 1; FREI, Karin Margarita; MAKAROV, Nikolaj; NOSCH, Maria-
Luisa; SKALS, Irene; VANDEN BERGHE, Ina; ZAYTSEVA, Irina. An 11th-Century 2/2 Twill from a Burial in
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the Balts, as is stated by Plavinski.” Axes of type IV could be connected to the weap-
onry tradition of Kyivan Rus'. The widespread use of this type of weapon is probably
related to its high efficiency output, which is close to 1, as stated by Kirpichnikov.

An axe of another type with a narrow blade, spurs and a long-form butt was found
in grave 11 (Figs. 12,7; 14,8). Kirpichnikov classified such axes as type Ill, and dated
them to the tenth to the 12th centuries. Mainly this type was employed in Kyivan Rus’,
but it also appeared beyond, in the Perm region, the Bulgar state, Finland, Gotland,
Poland and Serbia.®2 M. Aleshkovsky identified such axes as type G, and dated them
to the tenth and 11* centuries.® M. Plavinski stated that narrow-blade axes of type Il
were used by the ‘druzhyna’ (armed forces) of Kyivan princes in the epoch of the
development of Kyivan Rus'. He dated them to the second half of the tenth to the
12th centuries.®

One more type revealed in the Ostriv graveyard is the axe discovered in grave 45
(Fig. 13,20). It is an axe with a wide symmetrical thin blade, obliquely cut at the cut-
ting edge. The form of the axe discovered is close to Peterson type M' and Kirpich-
nikov type VII.'2 Kirpichnikov believes that these axes have a northern (Scandinavian)
origin. Yury Lesman suggests that this type of axe spread in Rus' in the second half
of the 12th century, the main area of its distribution was the northern lands of Rus'.”®
A similar shape of axe is known from the Prokliate Pole 11th-century burial mound
near the Kyivan Rus’ hill-fort of Lukoml in Belarus.’ Axes of type M are well known
among Baltic tribes.”™ The axe from grave 45 differs from axes of type M by its small
size, as well as the lack of spurs. However, in our opinion, there are no doubts that
the axe has a northern origin.

Another widespread type of military equipment excavated in the Ostriv graveyard
was pilum. The place of the artefacts in graves 37 and 50 proves exactly a pilum or
‘sulitsa’. In grave 37, the hole of the socket is situated on the higher side near the right
femur, which allows us to reconstruct the length of the handle at approximately 0.9
to one metre. This is shorter than the pilum handles found during the excavations by

Shekshovo in Russia. Archaeological Textiles Review, 2016, Ne 58, p. 34, Fig. 3; ATGAZIS, Maris. Avas cirvji
Latvija. Arheologija un etnografija, 1997, nr. XIX., att. 4,27.

7 I'IJ'IABI/IHCKI/II7I, H. BoopyxeHwe..., c. 69.

8 KWPMUYHWKOB, A. dpesHepycckoe opyxcue, Bbin. ll, c. 35-36, puc. 6.

°  AJIELLKOBCKWW, M. Op. cit., c. 73, puc. 1, 19-20.

0 MNABUHCKUIA, Hukonaii. Y3konessuiiHble Tomopkl C NpPOo¢UAMPOBaHHBIM 0ByXOM C TeppuTOopuu
Benapycu: BOMpocbl MPONCXOXAEHWSA U XPOHOIOTN TUNa. In BouHckue mpaduyuu 8 apxeos02u4eckom
KoHmMekcme: om no30He20 iameHa 00 No30He20 cpedHesekossbs. Tyna, 2014, c. 74-75.

" METEPCEH, AH. Hopsejxcckue meyu anoxu sukuHzo8. CaHkT-lMeTepbypr, 2005, c. 78, puc. 44.

2. KWPMNYHWKOB, A. ApesHepycckoe opyxcue, Boin. I, c. 38, puc. 6, VII.

13 JIECMAH, KOpuii. CkaHAMHABCKNI KOMMOHEHT APeBHePYCCKOW KynbTypbl. Stratum plus, 2014, Ne 5, c. 64.

" MNABIHCKI, Mikanait. dniTHae ysbpaeHHe X-XIII cTaroasssy Ha TapbiTopbli Benapyci. beaapycki
2icmapesidHel Yaconic, 2012, Bbin. 4, ¢. 15, puc. 10.

5 ATGAZIS, M. Op. cit., 55.-58. Ip., att. 2-3.
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Lev Ivanovsky, being 1.2 to 1.5 metres high.' In grave 50, likewise, the cutting edge
was placed with the hole on the upside, but near the right shoulder, i.e., the length of
the handle is 0.3 to 0.4 metres, which is not enough even for a pilum. The handle was
probably broken before, and placed next to the dead man in such a way. It is harder
to classify the length of the handle in grave 5, as the cutting edge was detected in a
plundered pit, but the small size of the cutting edge and the diameter of the socket
are specific to a pilum, not a spear.

The shape of the cutting edge is preserved only in two graves; the pilum head from
grave 37 was almost totally damaged when plundered (Fig. 13,14). The pilum head
excavated in grave 5 has a leaf-shaped blade, narrowed to fit, and smoothly turned
to the socket (Figs. 12,3; 14,4). The blade is two centimetres wide and 16 centimetres
long, and the socket is 1.5 centimetres wide. It has a visible centre line, the blade has
an elliptical cross-section, and could be classified as type | by Kirpichnikov,"” dated to
the tenth or the mid-11th century, and related to Central and northern Europe. It also
mostly corresponds with Peterson type E.'® Plavinski defines similar finds from Bela-
rus to variant 2 of type |, and dates them to the second half of the tenth and the first
half of the 11th century. He considers them to be local derivates of Frankish and Scan-
dinavian prototypes.' In general, leaf-shaped blades are widely represented in antig-
uities of Old Rus', but mostly with other Scandinavian, Finnish or Baltic components.?

The pilum head from grave 50 had another shape (Figs. 13,21; 15,7). It had a long
socket, gradually moving to a blade rhombus-shape in cross-section, ending with
two spikes splitting like a harpoon tip. The blade is 24 centimetres in length; the
socket is about three centimetres in diameter. Such blades could be classified as
type VIl in Kirpichnikov's typology; they were used predominantly in hunting.?' Tak-
ing into account the too short handle, the hunting pilum was probably replaced by
a battle one.

As Kirpichnikov suggested, pila were not widely used in Rus' in the tenth to the 12th
centuries. Only in the 12th century did their usage gradually increase, associated
with the change in the conduct of battle.?? Plavinski states the use of pila as a feature
of Baltic military customs.?

6 KNPMNYHWKOB, A. [pesHepycckoe opyxcue, Bbin. I, ¢. 22.

7 lbid., c. 9, puc. 1, I.

'8 TMETEPCEH, 4. Op. cit., c. 59-61, puc. 12-13.

' MAABIHCKI, Mikanaii. JlaHu3TanagobHbIA HakaHeuHiki kom'sy Ha TapbiTopbli benapyci: xpaHanorisa
i Tanarpadia 3Haxogak. Mamepuanel no apxeonozuu benapycu, 2007, Bbin. 14, c. 161; MJABIHCKI, M.
Y36paeHHe..., c. 45-48.

20 NIECMAH, 0. Op. cit,, c. 66-67.

21 KUPMUYHWKOB, A. ApesHepycckoe opyxcue, Bbin. I, c. 17, puc. 1, VIL.

2 |bid., c. 25.

3 MNABIHCKI, M. Y36paeHHe..., c. 56.
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Swords in the Ostriv graveyard are represented by only the sword head from grave
26 (Figs. 13,2; 15,2). The head is badly corroded, but seems to be Peterson type S.%
Kirpichnikov stated that this type of weapon was widespread throughout Old Rus’,
and dates from the tenth to the first half of the 11th century. The sword head, axe and
horse equipment in grave 26 prove social status more than ways of using weaponry.

Interpretation of the material

The weaponry excavated in the Ostriv cemetery shows the deceased mostly as in-
fantry. Axes were used predominantly by warriors, they were designed as striking
and smashing weapons, used by infantry in close combat. The pilum was used in the
same fashion, particularly as a combat weapon for throwing and stabbing. Eques-
trian equipment, like spurs and bits, in grave 26, and spurs in grave 50, is a social
indicator more than proof of cavalry buried there.

Aspiral neck torc (Fig. 16,1), crossbow ladder fibulae of Audroné Bliujiené type V (Fig. 16,9),
penannular brooches with rolled terminals (Figs. 12,4; 14,6; 16,2), penannular brooches
with funnel-shaped terminals (Fig. 16,3), penannular brooches with poppy-head termi-
nals (Figs. 12,9; 14,10; 16,4), penannular brooches with widening terminals (Figs. 13,11;
15,3; 16,5), penannular brooches with star-shaped terminals (Fig. 16,6), circular brooches
(Fig. 16,7), bracelets with zoomorphic terminals (Figs. 13,19; 15,6; 16,8, 10-11, 13), chains
(Fig. 16,14), rings (Figs. 12,5; 14,5), and temple rings, all grave goods discovered during
excavations of the Ostriv graveyard, are typical of West Balt tribes (Old Prussians, Cu-
ronians, Skalvians), and date mostly from the first half of the 11th century.?> This is also
evidenced by pila, widely found in the Ostriv graveyard, which are distinctive features of
the Baltic military tradition, as is stated by Plavinski.?®

From a historical point of view, archaeological finds are depicted and proven by
chronicles. They appear in writings about the activities of Yaroslav the Wise, aiming
to reinforce the southern borders of Kyivan Rus'.

The lands along the River Ros' were historically borderlands. The river played a role
as a convenient natural defensive frontier between agricultural (Slavic) and nomadic
(Turkic) peoples. Kyivan princes usually stationed special forces here to defend the
capital of Rus’ from attacks by nomads. Thus, in the middle of the 11th century, Tur-

2 TETEPCEH, 1. Op. cit,, ¢. 173-178, puc. 118; KUPMNYHWKOB, AHatonuii. JpesHepycckoe opyxcue. Bein. I: Meyu
u cabau (Apxeonorust CCCP. CBOA apXeonornyecknx NCTOYHNKOB, BbiM. E1-36). MockBa, JleHnHrpag, 1966,
c. 27, pyic. 1; KAZAKEVICIUS, Vytautas. IX-XIIl a. balty kalavijai. Vilnius, 1996, p. 42-44, pav. 40.

% |BAKIH, B.; BAPAHOB, B.; BIBIKOB, /I.; THEPA, B. Op. cit., c. 5-7;IBAKIH, B.; BAPAHOB, B.; BIEIKOB, A.;
30LEHKO, I.; COPOKYH, A. Op. cit., c. 196; IBAKIH, B.; BAPAHOB, B. Op. cit., c. 54-55.

26 T1/JABUHCKWIA, H. BoopyseHue..., c. 69.
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kic nomads settled in the region of the River Ros' (‘our pagans’, the Torks, Berendeys,
Kovuys and others in written sources), representing a mounted corps with a centre
in Torchesk (near the village of Sharkiv, in the Rokytniansky district), which was a part
of the state of Old Rus' directly ruled by the Grand Prince of Kyiv.

A 1032 chronicle states ‘Sl[pociags noya cmasumu 20podsi no Pcu, referring to the building
of a new defensive line along the left bank of the River Ros'.?” The year before, the Grand
Prince of Kyiv, Yaroslav the Wise, and Prince Mstyslav of Chernihiv, launched a campaign
against Liakhy (Poland), and captured Cherven Grods. ‘Poles’, as prisoners, were settled
along the River Ros', and lived there at the time of writing of the Primary Chronicle (u
nocadu fpocias ceos no Pcu, u cyme u 0o cezo 0HU).%® Chronicles and other written sources
say nothing about the relocation of West Balt tribes to the region of the River Ros, but we
can clearly determine ‘terminus post quem’ of this event, as they could not have appeared
there earlier than the defensive line near the River Ros' was developed. At the same time,
there were numerous campaigns by Yaroslav the Wise to the Baltic lands, noted in a
chronicle in the 1030s and 1040s. After taking Belz from the Poles in 1030, Yaroslav went
to Chud, defeated them, and founded the hill-fort of Yuriyev, modern-day Tartu: ‘ude
SApocnae Ha Yyds, u nobedu 5, u nocmasu 20po0 Hpees.?® We also know about campaigns
against the Yotvingians (1038), the Lithuanians (1040), Yam (1042) and Mazovia (1047).%°
In this connection, the Novgorod first chronicle (commission scroll) presents interesting
data about the campaign by Yaroslav to Mazovia in 1047. This source gives wider infor-
mation than the Hypatian Codex. Thus, it is said in the chronicle that Kazymyr |, an ally of
Yaroslav, handed 800 prisoners over to him.3' Perhaps, prisoners were one of the aims
of Yaroslav's other campaigns to the southeast Baltic region as well, because the develop-
ment of the border of Ros' required great human resources. It is hard to say exactly when
Yaroslav relocated the West Balts to the region of the River Ros'. Nevertheless, according
to written sources and archaeological evidence, it could be dated to the mid-11th cen-
tury. Considering the combat weaponry excavated in the Ostriv graveyard, the migrants
who settled there played a defensive role. They were supposed to protect the hill-forts of
the Ros' region, mentioned in chronicles.

There is a large Old Rus' hill-fort situated approximately 500 metres across the River
Ros', opposite the graveyard (Fig. 2-4). The hill-fort is oval in shape, and stretches
from north to south. Its total area alongside the fortifications is 1.75 hectares, the
area inside the fortifications is 0.85 hectares (tacheometric measurements by Olga

27 [logecmb epemeHHbix nem. Y. |: Tekcm u nepesod. Pea. Bapsapa AAPWAHOBA-MEPEL. Mocksa,
NenHunHrpag, 1950, c. 101; [MosHoe cobpaHie pycckuxs abmonucell. T. 2: Vinameesckas Atmonuce. Bein. |.
W3g. 3-e (hereafter, U/]). Peps. Anekcbin LUAXMATOBD. MeTtporpaas, 1923, ct6. 136.

28 [logecms..., c. 101; U/, cT6. 136.

2 [logecms..., c. 101; WJ1, cT6. 136.

30 [losecme..., c. 103; W/, c16. 136; Hoszopodckaa nepsas nemonucs cmapwe2o U Maadwe2o u3gooa. Pea.
ApceHnit HACOHOB. MockBa, /leHuHrpag, 1950, c. 181.

31 Hoezopodckas nepeas semonuce..., €. 181.
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Manigda). The entrance was on the river side from the west. A gap in the fortifica-
tions and a topographic drop can be seen here. Nowadays, the distance from the
entrance to the line of the river is on average 55 metres.

The hill-fort has been known since the first half of the 19th century. The first descriptions
were carried out by Ivan Fundukley in 1848% and some time later by Lavrentiy Pokhyl-
evych® and Vladimir Antonovych.* The first archaeological investigations were under-
taken by Mikhailo Braichevsky in 1947. He carried out visual observations and occasional
artefact analysis, and revealed the settlements outside the hill-fort.3> Mikhail Kuchera
undertook new visual observations of the Sukholisy hill-fort in 1972. Later, in 1980, he
excavated two stratigraphic test pits, measuring one by 0.5, and 0.5 by 0.5 metres.* He
stated that the hill-fort was used as a shelter, and was not settled continuously. It was
employed during the 11th to the 13th centuries. Kuchera classified the Sukholisy hill-fort
as a ‘lowland hill-fort, not characteristic of the mid-sub-Dnieper lands. In 1985, Ruslan
Orlov and Boris Magomedov investigated the hill-fort and its surroundings, and clarified
the location and the borders of the settlement outside the hill-fort.3” Despite continued
research interest in the Sukholisy hill-fort, it still remains little known, and needs further
investigation. But we think that the West Balt warriors buried in the Ostriv graveyard
could have defended this hill-fort in the 11th century.

Conclusion

In summing up, it should be noted that the analysis of burial complexes with weap-
onry in the Ostriv graveyard showed that armour differs from synchronous sites in the
mid-Dnieper region from the 11th century. But they have many analogies in West Balt
antiquities from the southeast coast of the Baltic Sea. The results of a survey of the
graveyard in 2017 and 2018 not only expanded our knowledge about the defence of
the southern frontier of the state of Kyivan Rus’, but opened a new page in the shared
history of the ancient peoples of Ukraine and the Baltic countries in the Middle Ages.

32 OYHAYKNEW, ViBaHb. 0603ptHie Mo2ums, 8a108b U 20p0duwyb Kiesckoli [y6epHiu. Kiesb, 1848, c. 145,

3 MOXWNEBWYY, NaBpeHTiit. CkasaHia o HaceneHHsIxb MbCmHocmAxb Kiesckol y6epHiu. Kiesb, 1864,
c. 518.

3 AHTOHOBWYb, Bnagnmipb. Apxeonornyeckas kapta Kiesckoin l'ybepHin. Mockea, 1895, c. 54.

35 BPAVMIYEBCBKUM, Muxaiino. JHeBHMK pasBezKku 3kcneanumn «bonbLoit Knues» CpegHe-Pocckini oTpss,
1947. Haykosuli apxie iHcmumymy apxeosozii HayioHansHoi Akademii Hayk YkpaiHu (Research Archives of
the Institute of Archaeology, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, hereafter, HAIA), ¢. 64, on. 1947,
cn. 27 (1947/27), Ne 593, c. 16-17.

36 KYYEPA, Muxann. 3BiT Npo pob0Ty po3Bij3aroHy no o6cTexeHHo ropoauiy, KniswmHm B 1972 p., 1972.
HAIA, ¢. 64, on. 1972, cn. 24-A (1972/24a), c. 37-39; KYYEPA, Muxaunn. OTyeT o paboTe skcneamumm
3mueBble Banbl B 1980 r., 1980. HAIA, ¢. 64, on. 1980, cn. 34 (1980/34), c. 39-40.

37 OPNOB, PycnaH; MATOMEZOB, Bopuc. OTueT o pa3Besakax B benouepkoBckoM 1 TapallaHCKoOMm
parioHax Knesckori obnactu B 1985 rogy, 1985. HAIA, ¢. 64, on. 1985, cn. 1 A (1985/1a), Ne 2175, c. 6-7.
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KAPAI SU GINKLAIS IS BALTY KAPINYNO OSTRIVE VIDURIO DNIEPRO REGIONE
(2017-2018 METY KASINEJIMAI)

Vyacheslav Baranov, Vsevolod Ivakin

Santrauka

2017 m. Rokitniansko rajone, Kijevo srityje, deSiniajame Rosos upés krante, buvo rastas
ir iStyrinétas unikalus Xl a. kapinynas (nekropolis) Ostrive (Zr. 1 pav.). Ostrivo kapinynas
uzima Rosos upés deSine auksStutine terasa, o kitoje puséje buvo Senosios Rusios Sucho-
liso gyvenvieté (Zr. 2-4 pav.). Teritorijoje, kurioje iSsidéstes kapinynas, dar XX a. antrojoje
puseéje vykdyty kasinéjimy metu taip pat buvo aptikta bronzos amziaus, Tauty krausty-
mosi laikotarpio (vadinamosios Cerniachovskio kultaros, datuotinos apie Il a.) ir anksty-
vyjy slavy kultdros (Prahos ir Penkovsko kultdros, datuojamos apie VI-VII a.) sluoksniy,
kuriuose matyti ir skity, gyvenusiy iki minéty kultdry, jtaka. Archeology rasta medziaga
rodo, kad ji skiriasi nuo to paties laikotarpio Kijevo Rusios kapinyny radiniy, ir Ostrivo
kapinynas sietinas su pietrytinés Baltijos jaros pakrantés gyventojais.

2017-2018 m. archeologiniy kasinéjimy metu buvo istirtas apie 1 100 m? plotas, kuriame
rasti XI a. priskirtini 53 inhumaciniai kapai. 13 Sio skai€iaus ginkly buvo rasta vienuolikoje
kapavieciy, o tai sudaro 20 proc. visy tirty kapy ir 60 proc. visy nustatyty vyrisky laido-
jimy. Siuo straipsniu siekta pristatyti kapy, kuriuose rasta ginkly, medZiaga, nurodant
ginkly tipus, panasuma su kitais to paties laikotarpio ginklais.

Ostrivo kapinyno ginkluotés komplekso pagrindg sudaro IV tipo kirviai (pagal Anatolijaus
Kirpi¢nikovo tipologijg), rasti $ediuose i3 11 kapy. Siy kirviy ypatybé ta, kad platéjanti as-
meny dalis yra nuleista zemyn (12.1, 6, 8; 13.1; 16 pav.). Vienuoliktoje kapavietéje buvo
rastas Ill tipo kirvis (pagal A. Kirpic¢nikovo tipologija), t. y. analogiskai siauréjanciais aSme-
nimis (12.7; 14.8 pav.). Abu kirviy tipai mokslininky siejami su Senosios Rusios valstybés
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formavimosi laikotarpiu. Tiesa, kapavietéje nr. 45 buvo rastas ir kitokio tipo kirvis su pla-
Ciais simetriSkais aSmenimis (Zr. 13.20 pav.), artimas M kirviy tipui pagal Jano Petersono
tipologija, tradiciSkai sietinas su skandinavy kariauninkais ir Senojoje Rusioje labai retai
aptinkamas.

Kita didesneé ginkly grupé, aptikta Ostrivo nekropolyje, buvo ietigaliai, rasti trijuose ka-
puose. Antai kape nr. 5 buvo rastas pailgas siauréjantis ietigalis (12.3; 14.4 pav.). Pana-
Sas ietigaliai pagal A. Kirpicnikovo tipologijg priskiriami | tipui, jie sietini su skandinavy
ginkluote. Kitoks ietigalis buvo rastas 50-ame kape, jis primena iStjsusj rombg ir artimas
VIl tipui (pagal A. Kirpi¢nikovo tipologija) (zr. 13.21; 15.7 pav.). Paprastai manoma, kad
tokie ietigaliai buvo naudojami ne karybai, o medzioklei. Mokslininkai konstatuoja, kad
daugelis Ostrive aptikty ietigaliy badingi batent balty kariauninkams, ir Sie ietigaliai sieti-
ni su balty karybos tradicijomis.

Dar viena ginkly grupé, aptinkama Ostrivo kapinyne, - tai kalavijai. 26-ame kape buvo
rasta kalavijo rankenos buoZelé, priklausanti S tipui (pagal J. Petersono tipologijg), kas,
matyt, rodo mirusiojo socialinj iSskirtinuma, nors, atrodo, nepakanka tvirty argumenty
teigti, jog Cia buvo palaidotas kariauninky vadas. Vis délto, be ginkly, Zirgy ekipuotés liku-
Ciai kapuose nr. 26 ir 50 rodo aukstg cia palaidoty mirusiyjy socialinj statusa.

Apskritai visas Ostrivo kapinyno ginkly rinkinys priskirtinas péstininkams, kariams, ku-
rie tikriausiai ir sudaré didzigjg dalj bendruomenés, palikusios §j kapinyng. Senosios
Rusios Sucholiso gyvenvietés iSsidéstymas prieSingame Rosos upés krante leidzia ma-
nyti, kad kapinyng palikusi bendruomeneé atliko gynybine funkcijg. Rasti archeologiniai
artefaktai - jvijinés apyrankes, segés su zoomorfiniais antgaliais, Ziedai, kaklo papuosalai
(zr. 16 pav.) - badingi vakary balty Zmonéms (prasams, kurSiams ar skalviams) ir da-
tuotini XI a. pirmaja puse bei viduriu. Rasytiniai Saltiniai papildo ir patvirtina archeolo-
ginius duomenis. Ties 1032 m. data Senosios Rusios metrastininkas informuoja, kad Ki-
jevo kunigaikstis Jaroslavas I1Smintingasis pradéjo naujy jtvirtinimy statybas kairiajame
Rosos krante, norédamas pietines savo valdas apsaugoti nuo besiverzianciy klajokliy
(pirmiausia - pecCenegy). Rosos upé atliko natdralios gamtinés gynybos sienos funkcijg
ir jos pakrantése iSdygo jtvirtinimy eilé. Batent Cia Jaroslavas 1031 m. apgyvendino po
karo su Lenkijos valdovu dél Cervenés Zemés miesty parsivarytus lenkus belaisvius. Me-
trastininkas nieko nekalba apie vakary balty perkélima j Sig teritorijg, bet uzsimena apie
karo Zygius j Baltijos regiong - pries Ciudus 1030 m., jotvingius 1038 m., Lietuvg 1040 m.,
jamius 1042 m. ir mazovius 1047 m. Greiciausiai vieno i3 Siy Zygiy metu vakary balty gy-
ventojai ir buvo perkelti j Vidurio Dniepro regiong, jiems pavedant Kijevo Rusios pietiniy
Zemiy apsauga.

Aptarti archeologiniai duomenys i3 Ostrivo kapinyno leidZia naujai pazvelgti j balty ir sla-
vy santykius viduramziais.
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