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ABSTRACT

For many societies in East Central Europe and the Baltic region, the First World War did not
truly end in 1918. The wartime conditions of that year set the stage for the Council of Lithu-
ania to pass a resolution restoring Lithuania’'s independence. Born amid conflict, and striving
to establish its sovereignty, Lithuania began forming its own army in the autumn of 1918.
However, building the Lithuanian armed forces required two years of intense engagement in
regional conflicts. Initially, the army relied on voluntary enlistment, but this approach proved
disappointing due to the low number of volunteers. As a result, the Lithuanian government
implemented compulsory military service in early 1919. This article examines a widespread
phenomenon that emerged during this period: the evasion of military service by Lithuanian
men. On average, one in five men eligible for the draft failed to report to the draft office, and
some conscripts who were enlisted subsequently deserted. The article analyses the causes of
the evasion of military service, and explores specific instances of evasion in 1919 and 1920.
KEYWORDS: Lithuanian armed forces, compulsory military service, evasion of military service,
desertion.

ANOTACIJA

Vidurio Ryty Europos ir Baltijos regiono visuomenéms, kurios iSgyveno Pirmajj pasaulinj kara,
daznu atveju karas 1918 m. nesibaige. Karo salygos sudaré aplinkybes 1918 m. Lietuvos Tary-
bai paskelbti nutarimg dél nepriklausomos Lietuvos atkdrimo. Kare gimusi valstybé, siekdama
jtvirtinti savo suvereny egzistavima, ty paciy mety rudenj pradéjo formuoti Lietuvos kariuome-
ne. Jos karimas vyko dvejus metus intensyviai dalyvaujant ginkluotuose regiono konfliktuose.
Be to, nors Lietuvos kariuomene formuoti pradéta savanoriSkumo principu, toks kariuomenés
komplektavimo btdas dél savanoriy trikumo nepasiteisino. Todél Lietuvos vyriausybé 1919 m.
pradzioje jvede karo prievole. Straipsnyje nagringéjamas Lietuvoje Siomis sglygomis pasireiskes
placiai paplites reiskinys - dalies vyry apsisprendimas vengti karo tarnybos. VidutiniSkai kas
penktas naujokas neatvykdavo j naujoky emimo komisijas. Dalis j kariuomene priimty naujoky
i§ jos pabégdavo. Sis straipsnis nagrinéja karo tarnybos vengimo Lietuvos kariuomenéje prieZas-
tis, badus, analizuoja kariy pabégimo is Lietuvos kariuomeneés atvejus 1919-1920 m.
PAGRINDINIAI ZODZIAI: Lietuvos kariuomené, karo prievolé, karo tarnybos vengimas, dezer-
tyravimas.
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Introduction

War, a constant and widespread phenomenon that different societies endure, takes
place at a human cost. War is waged in the name of the people. In the trinitarian
theory of total war, war involves society, the armed forces and the government.” These
interacting elements create a nation’s military power. The motivation to fight is an es-
sential component of this military might, a component that has to do with the human
factor.? Patriotism, which is a normative factor, can encourage an individual to join the
army, serve and fight. There is a widespread belief that men were ‘motivated’ by the
government to serve in armies by making the evasion of military service a punishable
offence.3 However, the decision to become a soldier or evade military service was de-
termined by a multitude of political, legal, economic, social and psychological factors.

In the present article, the question of motivation is analysed through the example of
one Baltic state that established itself after the First World War. The period explored
in the paper is set against an extraordinary backdrop of the fall of several empires
and an older political order brought about by the First World War. Amidst the ru-
ins of these empires emerged the small nation-states of the eastern Baltic region:
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland. The citizens of all four countries were forced
to participate in wars post-1918 to defend their new borders and their beliefs. When
the Bolsheviks reneged on the commitments they had agreed to in the Treaty of
Brest-Litovsk, the governments of these new nation-states had to organise against
the Red Army. This meant they would need to set up armies and attract the neces-
sary ‘human resources’, without exception, the male part of the population. What
is more, it was a population that had been drained by the First World War and that
needed to be motivated for a new fight.*

As has been demonstrated by previous studies, the voluntary enlistment of men in
Lithuania was not sufficient. The government had to resort to other methods of put-
ting together an army. Similarly, voluntary recruitment did not produce the number
of men necessary to create armed forces in neighbouring Latvia and Estonia.’> The

' CREVELD, Martin van. The Transformation of War. New York, 1991, p. 40.

2 JOKUBAUSKAS, Vytautas. Karo istorija: tyrimai, metodai, poveikis, taikymas. Klaipéda, 2021, p. 166.

3 BERKOVICH, llya. Motivation in War. The Experience of Common Soldiers in Old-Regime Europe. Cambridge,
2017, p. 5.

4 Cf. SAFRONOVAS, Vasilijus. Introduction. In The Unending War? Baltic States after 1918 (Acta Historica
Universitatis Klaipedensis, Vol. 38). Ed. by Vytautas JOKUBAUSKAS, Vasilijus SAFRONOVAS. Klaipéda,
2018, pp. 7-15; BALKELIS, Tomas. War, Revolution, and Nation-Making in Lithuania, 1914-1923. Oxford,
2018; SAFRONOVAS, Vasilijus. The War Is Not Over? On the Continuity and Discontinuity between the
Great War and the War of Independence as Experienced by Lithuanian Soldiers. In Independence Wars in
North-Eastern Europe and Beyond (Estonian Yearbook of Military History = Eesti S6jaajaloo Aastaraamat,
2021, 11 (17)). Ed. by Kaarel PIIRIMAE, Toomas HIIO. Viimsi, Tallinn, 2023, pp. 11-36.

> CIGANOQVS, Juris. The Latvian Army. Riga, 2019, p. 12; KOPYTIN, Igor'. Ocherki ob istorii Estonskoi armii
1918-1940 gg.: dlia prizyvnikov i voennosluzhashchikh. Tallinn, 2011, s. 7; PAJUR, Ago. Eesti riigikaitsepolii-
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Lithuanian government was forced to enact compulsory enlistment in Kaunas. The
beginning of the conscription process, and together with it the beginning of com-
pulsory military service, can be set at 5 March 1919.° The ‘Temporary Provisions
for the Enlistment of New Recruits’ (Laikinieji naujoky Saukimo jstatai) established
compulsory service in corpore.” As the Lithuanian armed forces resorted increas-
ingly to compulsion to grow its ranks, it was soon discovered that some men were
evading military service. In the context of active military operations, going to war
was not very popular among the public.® The reluctance to shoulder the duty of
military service was linked to conscripts' previous experiences and the uncertain re-
lationship with the emerging state.’ For alongside the Lithuania of Kaunas, there still
existed at the time alternate versions of the Lithuanian future: Soviet Lithuania and
Polish Lithuania. Residents had to choose which warring side they would support.*®
The volatile and fragile national security situation created an atmosphere of political
instability in society. The institution of compulsory military service gave rise to nega-
tive associations and increased indifference to political processes. As the Lithuanian
vice-minister of defence wrote, ‘compulsory military service [...] is a burden for the
citizen and every man will try to avoid this burden."" Men saw compulsory military
service as a punishment, and thus attempted to avoid it in any way they could."
A noticeable portion of conscripts only enlisted because they feared the sanctions
of not complying.”* The importance of defending their motherland was never ex-
plained to them.™ There was also little collective solidarity in society. All of this mani-
fested in a lack of desire to serve in the Lithuanian armed forces.

This article will analyse the causes and methods of the evasion of military service in
the Lithuania of 1919-1920 in greater detail. Individuals that evaded military service
will be grouped into three categories. The first category includes men whose names
appeared on lists of draft-age men but who failed to show up at the conscription
office. The second category is comprised of men who were enrolled in the armed

tika aastail 1918-1934. Tartu, 1999, p. 39; Article manuscript ‘Disappointment in the results of voluntary
mobilisation and the move to compulsory mobilisation in late 1918, 1936. Rahvusarhiiv (National Archi-
ves of Estonia, hereafter ERA), 2124-3-1870, |. 2-12.

6 On this day, the official gazette of the provisional government (Laikinosios Vyriausybés Zinios) announced
the ‘Military Conscription Instructions’ (Kariuomenés Saukiamosios instrukcijos) and their entry into for-
ce. - Kariuomenés Saukiamosios instrukcijos. Laikinosios Vyriausybés Zinios, 1919-03-05, Nr. 4, p. 2-3.

7 Laikinieji naujoky Saukimo jstatai. Laikinosios Vyriausybés Zinios, 1919-10-08, Nr. 13, 1 straipsnis, p. 1.

& PACEVICIUS, Paulius. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybés kovy ir valstybingumo jtvirti-
nimo laikotarpiu 1918-1923 m. Karo archyvas, 2014, t. 29, p. 67.

9 LESCIUS, Viytautas. Lietuvos kariuvomené 1918-1920 m. Vilnius, 1998, p. 76; JAKSTYS, Gintautas. Lietuvos
kariy kasdienybé taikos ir karo metu 1918-1940 m. Daktaro disertacija. Klaipeda, 2021, p. 45.

0 JAKSTYS, G. Op. cit., p. 66.

" Steigiamojo Seimo darbai, 1922-09-13, s3s. 49, 1 sesijos 245 posedis, p. 17.

12 SNIUKSTA, Petras. Apie dezertavimga. Masy Zinynas, 1925, Nr. 22, p. 5.

3 Historians have recognised the fear of punishment as a key external factor motivating individuals to
serve in the military. - BERKOVICH, I. Op. cit., p. 5.

14 LESCIUS, V. Lietuvos kariuomené 1918-1920..., p. 158.
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forces but never showed up to their command headquarters. The third category
is of men who enrolled in the army but deserted it. A similar grouping of military
service evaders was used by the military administration in Lithuania between the
world wars."?

Lithuanian historians have previously identified the phenomenon of the evasion of
military service, but have not attempted to analyse it more comprehensively. The
causes and methods of the evasion of compulsory service have so far only been side
notes in their research.’ Only a few publications that emerged in the interwar pe-
riod, as well as several newer historical studies, have attempted to identify the prin-
cipal causes and methods of the evasion of military service."”” However, compared to
the aforementioned countries (Latvia,'® Estonia'® and Finland?°), the Lithuanian case
has not been examined closely. This makes it an exceptional case and one worth a
new analysis.

> KUODYS, Modestas. Pirmasis Lietuvos kariuomenés karo komendanty suvaziavimas (1921 m. rugséjo
20-24 d.). Karo archyvas, 2011, t. 26, p. 102.

16 STATKUS, Viytenis. Lietuvos ginkluotosios pajégos 1918-1940 m. Cikaga, 1986, p. 439; LESCIUS, Vytautas.
Lietuvos kariuomené Nepriklausomybés kovose 1918-1920. Vilnius, 2004, p. 157-161; KUODYS, M. Op. cit.,
p. 101-102; TAMOSIUNAS, Alvydas. Legendinés RadviliSkio kautynes. Karo archyvas, 2019, t. 34, p. 93;
SAFRONOVAS, Vasilijus; KILINSKAS, Kestutis; MACIULIS, Dangiras. Isgyventoji istorija Lietuvoje tarpukariu:
vaidmenys, patirtys, vadovéliniai pasakojimai ir atminimo politika. Klaipeda, 2022, p. 225-226; SAFRONO-
VAS, V. The War is Not Over?..., pp. 21, 28, 31; STOLIAROVAS, Andriejus. Lietuvos Respublikos kariné jus-
ticija 19719-1940 m. Kaunas, 2014, p. 108, 193, 227; JOKUBAUSKAS, Vytautas. ,MaZyjy kariuomeniy” galia
ir paramilitarizmas. Tarpukario Lietuvos atvejis. Klaipéda, 2014, p. 356-357; SURGAILIS, Gintautas. Pirmasis
peéstininky DidZiojo Lietuvos kunigaik$Cio Gedimino pulkas. Vilnius, 2011, p. 29; SURGAILIS, Gintautas. Tre-
Ciasis péstininky DidZiojo Lietuvos kunigaikscio Viytauto pulkas. Vilnius, 2013, p. 14, 16, 18, 31, 55, 163; SUR-
GAILIS, Gintautas. Ketvirtasis péstininky Lietuvos karaliaus Mindaugo pulkas. Vilnius, 2016, p. 52; SURGAILIS,
Gintautas. Penktasis peéstininky DidZiojo Lietuvos kunigaikscio Kestucio pulkas. Vilnius, 2017, p. 15, 24, 100;
SURGAILIS, Gintautas. Septintasis péstininky Zemaiciy kunigaiki¢io ButegeidZio pulkas. Vilnius, 2021, p. 16;
SURGAILIS, Gintautas. Lietuvos kariuomenés gudy kariniai daliniai 1918-1923 m. Vilnius, 2020, p. 164, 186.

17 SNIUKSTA, P. Op. cit.; STEPONAITIS, Vytautas. Naujoky émimo rezultatai 1921-1927 metais. Mdasy Zinynas,
1928, Nr. 45, p. 447-490; PACEVICIUS, Paulius. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai 1919-1940 m. Magistro baigia-
masis darbas. Kaunas, 2012; PACEVICIUS, P. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybeés...; VITKUS,
Hektoras. Zydy kariai Lietuvos (lietuviy) Nepriklausomybés (1919-1923 m.) kovose: kg Zinome apie jy mo-
tyvus? In Siuolaikiniy tautiniy valstybiy karimas rytiniame Baltjjos jaros regione (Acta Historica Universitatis Klai-
pedensis, t. 38). Sud. Vygantas VAREIKIS, Silva POCYTE. Klaipéda, 2019, p. 163-185; SEREICIKAS, Mindaugas.
Civiliy gyventojy ir Lietuvos kariuomenés sqveika 1918-1923 m. Daktaro disertacija, Klaipéda, 2023; JOKUBAUS-
KAS, Vytautas. Gyvenimas ir mirtis Lietuvos kariuomenéje 1918-1940 m. Klaipéda, 2023.

8 CIGANOVS, J. Op. cit.; JEKABSONS, Eriks. Military Processes Which led to Latvia’s Statehood (1918-1920).
In Latvia and Latvians: collection of scholarly articles. Vol. Il. Ed. by Janis STRADINS et al. Riga, 2018,
pp. 445-475.

9 BRUGGEMANN, Karsten. Defending National Sovereignty against Two Russias: Estonia in the Russian
Civil War, 1918-1920. Journal of Baltic Studies, 2003, Vol. 34, No. 1, pp. 25-51; HABER, Mart. Eestlane
soédurina. Jdreldusi kaitsevie komplekteerimiseks, valjadppeks ja juhtimiseks. Koost. Andres SEENE. Tartu,
2008; KOPOTIN, Igor. Eesti sjavagi kui rahvusarmee. In Eesti séjaajalugu. Valitud peatiikke Vabadusséjast
tinapéevani. Koost. Tdnu TANNBERG. Tartu, 2021, Ik. 133-143; KOPOTIN, Igor. Rahvuse kool. Eesti rahvu-
sarmee ja véhemusrahvused aastatel 1918-1940. Tartu, 2020; KROONSTROM, Mati. Kaptenite ja leitnantide
séda. Eesti sdjavde juhtkoosseis Vabadussdjas 1918-1920. Tallinn, 2010.

20 AHLBACK, Anders. Manhood and the Making of the Military. Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in
Finland, 1917-39. Farnham, Burlington, 2014.
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This study will be based, first and foremost, on documents that can be accessed
through the Lithuanian Central State Archives. It will draw heavily on the archival col-
lections of the Mobilisation Department (Mobilizacijos skyriaus fondas, No 929), the
Military Court Prosecutor’s Office (Kariuomenés teismo prokuratdros fondas, No 483),
the Military Court (Kariuomenés teismo fondas, No 507), the Kaunas Regimental Court
(Kauno komendantdros pulko teismo fondas, No 1502) and the Local Military Head-
quarters (Vietinés kariuomenés Stabo, No 10). The case files, interrogation documents
and court decisions of people prosecuted for the evasion of military service were
of critical importance in the interpretation of the causes and methods of desertion.
Of course, this is a very specific group of sources. As we review such materials, the
question often arises whether the motives for desertion recorded in case files were
not simply excuses submitted with the hope of mitigating the offence and the im-
pending punishment. However, archival data allows us to accurately assess when
and how soldiers ran away, how long they spent in hiding, where they hid, as well as
the punishment that they were given. A second group of sources that this study re-
lies on are the accounts of contemporaries. Some of these can be accessed through
publications that were published by the Lithuanian armed forces between the world
wars: Karys (1919-1940), Mdsy Zinynas (1923-1940) and Karo archyvas (1925-1940).

Procuring manpower for the Lithuanian armed forces through
conscription

Conscripts began to be called up to serve in the Lithuanian armed forces as soon as
the Lithuanian government enacted the draft. Conscription was to be coordinated
by district commanders and executed by conscription committees.?' The process of
manning the armed forces was controlled by the military commanders.? Recruits
found out that they had been called to serve from notices posted in public places,
such as the town marketplace.?

The greatest obstacle the Lithuanian government encountered in trying to enlist
conscripts in 1919 was the fact that the state borders set down in agreements did
not yet exist, while the situation at the front was constantly changing. Implement-
ing the recruitment process simultaneously across what politicians imagined to be

21 The call to service was implemented by the Ministry of Defence Mobilisation Department, the Supreme
Inspection Committee, District Reception Committees, and local authorities. - Kariuomenés Saukiamo-
sios instrukcijos. Laikinosios Viyriausybés Zinios, 1919-03-05, Nr. 4, p. 2.

2 KUODYS, M. Op. cit., p. 101.

2 Birzy-Pasvalio apskrities virSininko, naujoky priemimo komisijos pirmininko skelbimas, 1920-08-06. Lie-
tuvos centrinis valstybés archyvas (Lithuanian Central State Archives, hereafter LCVA), f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31,
I. 157; Raseiniy apskrities karo komendanto jsakymas, 1920-08-15. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31, 1. 183.
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Lithuanian territory was at the time still impossible. Conscripts could only be enlist-
ed in places where command headquarters operated in fact and not just on paper.#
Only after about a year did the geographic scope of conscription widen, because the
Lithuanian government controlled more territory in 1920 than it did in 1919.2> What
is more, in the areas that went from one occupying regime to the next, every regime
(the Germans, Bolsheviks and Poles) implemented its own mobilisation process.?
This also explains why some men did not present themselves to the conscription of-
fice when called. Evidence of this phenomenon can be found in the testimony of one
village priest. The entry for 21 May 1919 in his diary reads as follows: ‘This time of
changing regimes is the very worst. A man cannot know which way to go, what straw
to grasp at. One feels neither hanged, nor drowned, and with no rights to speak of.”?’
Later, on 14 October 1920, the priest wrote: ‘| don’t understand these politics, today
the Poles, tomorrow the Lithuanians and then back again.”®

The conscription by the Lithuanian armed forces of men born in 1897 and 1898 2° was
carried out from 6 March to 10 November 1919. In March, the conscription process
began in the districts of Marijampolé, Alytus, Vilkavikis, Sakiai and Tel3iai; in April,
in the districts of Seinai, Kaunas, Kédainiai and Tauragé; in May, in the districts of
Kretinga, BirZai-Pasvalys and Siauliai; in June, in the districts of Raseiniai, Panevézys,
MazZeikiai and EZerénai; in July, in the district of Ukmergé; in September, in the districts
of Rokiskis and Utena; and in October, in the district of Trakai.>* Men born in 1896,
1899 and 1900*" were called up from 15 October 1919 to 29 August 1920. Once again,
conscription took place in different districts at different times. In October 1919, the
conscription process took off in the districts of Marijampolé, Alytus, Seinai, Vilkaviskis,
Sakiai and Kaunas; in November, in the districts of Kédainiai, Raseiniai, Kretinga and
TelSiai; and in December, in the district of MaZzeikiai. In February 1920, men were called
up in the district of Tauragé; in June, in the district of EZerénai; in July, in the districts
of Trakai, Panevézys, Ukmergé and Siauliai; and in August, in the districts of BirZai,
Utena and Rokiskis.>? Men born in 1894, 1895 and 1901 began to be called up by the
Lithuanian Armed Forces on 13 August 1920, when the Constituent Seimas passed the

24 LESCIUS, V. Lietuvos kariuomené 1918-1920..., p. 157; STEPONAITIS, V. Op. cit., p. 447.

25 SAFRONOVAS, V.; KILINSKAS, K.; MACIULIS, D. Op. cit,, p. 226.

% The Lithuanian armed forces did not have accurate information from a register of residents, so it had
no way of knowing how many men it could call up or from where.

27 PAULIUKAS, Antanas. Dienynas 1918-1941 m. | knyga: 1918 m. rugséjo 1-oji - 1926 m. birZelio 30-oji. Sud.
Gediminas RUDIS. Vilnius, 2017, p. 109.

% |bid., p. 235.

2 Naujoky Saukimas kariuomenén. Laikinosios Vyriausybés Zinios. 1919-03-05, Nr. 4, p. 4.

30 Saukimas kariuomenén vyry, gimusiy 1897 ir 1898 metuose, paskelbtas 1919 m. vasario 13 d., [1919].
LCVA, f.929, ap. 5,b. 3, 1. 119.

31 |statymas dél mobilizacijos. Laikinosios Vyriausybés Zinios. 1919-10-01, Nr. 12, p. 1.

32 Saukimas kariuomenén vyry, gimusiy 1896, 1899 ir 1900 metuose, paskelbtas 1919 m. rugséjo 27 d.,
[1919]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 3, 1. 120.
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Law on Conscription (Naujoky Saukimo jstatymas).> This period of conscription lasted
all the way to the end of 1920 across five districts: Alytus, Ezerénai, Utena, Ukmergé
and Trakai.

From 1919 to 1920, a total of 81,145 men were included in lists of those eligible for
the Lithuanian armed forces. Of these, the armed forces enrolled 34,420, or 42.67%.
The army needed more conscripts, but a large percentage of those called up never
turned up at the conscription office. The latter group amounted to 17,149 men, or
21.13% of all the men included in the lists.?* Interestingly, Jewish men, Lithuania's
most populous ethnic minority at the time, were more active in presenting them-
selves to conscription offices than Lithuanians (from 1919 to 1920, only 18.76% of
Jews did not report to the conscription office). However, fewer Jews (around 20%
fewer) were actually enrolled in the army compared to Lithuanians.®> Most cases
of failure to report to the conscription office were recorded in the districts of Aly-
tus (47.14%), Siauliai (37.26%), Kretinga (36.62%), Sakiai (32.77%), Kaunas (31.72%)
and Ukmergé (30.84%). The fewest cases were recorded in the districts of Raseiniai
(0.45%), Seinai (1.2%), Panevezys (1.76%), Marijampolée (1.8%) and Taurage (2.8%).3¢

Territorial differences gave rise to tensions in the conscription process. In the ter-
ritorial units that were experiencing combat and where a state of war was declared,
the procurement of manpower for the army was intensified.?” The large number of
men who failed to show up at the conscription office can be explained by the lack of
experience on the part of the draft-administrating institutions. It was often the case
that conscription lists included the names of men that were deceased or already
serving in the Lithuanian armed forces on a voluntary basis.® This is why the num-
ber of men in the records of the Lithuanian armed forces who did not report to their
conscription office is inaccurate. It is difficult to assess the scale of latent reluctance
to serve in the army. This number does not include those who enlisted in the army
out of fear, i.e. because they wanted to avoid legal liability for refusing to perform
their compulsory military service. Others received exemptions from conscription

3 Naujoky Saukimo jstatymas. Vyriausybés Zinios, 1920-08-18, Nr. 45, p. 2.

3 Zinios apie naujoky émimo darbo eigg 1921 m. vasario 1 d., [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 3, I. 99-
103 ap.

3 More Jews were exempted from military service than Lithuanians: this probably had less to do with the
poorer health of Jews and more with the rampant bribery of conscription officials. - JOKUBAUSKAS,
Vytautas; VITKUS, Hektoras. Jews as Lithuanian Army Soldiers in 1918-1940 (a quantitative analysis).
Lithuanian Historical Studies, 2021, Vol. 25, pp. 104-112.

3% Zinios apie naujoky émimo darbo eigg 1921 m. vasario 1 d., [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 3, I. 99-
103 ap.

37 SEREICIKAS, M. Op. cit., p. 197-202.

3% Marijampolés apskrities valdybos rastas Vidaus reikaly ministerijos PilieCiy apsaugos departamentui,
1919-07-25. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 14, |. 28; Sarasas nestojusiy naujininky, mirusiy, iSéjusiy svetur ir ne-
teisingai jnesty sarasuosna, [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 14, 1. 31-31 ap.; KAM Mobilizacijos skyriaus
rastas naujoky priemimo komisijy pirmininkams, 1920. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31, . 166.
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legally (by enrolling in universities so that they would not have to serve®) and il-
legally (through bribery or forging documents). Even though a comparison of con-
scription results from 1919 and 1920 shows that the number of men evading com-
pulsory military service was decreasing, large numbers of evaders still posed a great
problem to the warring state.*

Of the men who were not enrolled in the Lithuanian armed forces, a significant por-
tion (35.5% of those included in conscription lists) were men who had been exempt-
ed from military service. The majority of these individuals (68.38%) were enlisted in
reserve forces. On average, one in four (24.27%) of the men included in conscription
lists ended up in the reserves. This occurrence was especially pronounced in the dis-
tricts of Marijampolé (35.17%), MaZeikiai (35%), Tauragé (34.96%), Raseiniai (33.45%)
and Ezerénai (31.17%). In these districts, the average number of conscripts that were
funnelled into the reserves was greater. In the districts of Siauliai (17.63%), Kau-
nas (17.94%), Alytus (19.17 %) and Ukmergé (19.26%), fewer than average conscripts
ended up in the reserves.*' Fewer conscripts were moved to the reserves in those
districts where the largest numbers of men failed to show up at the conscription
office. We can assume that the military administration in these districts sought to
compensate for the shortage of enlisted men with candidates that would otherwise
have been transferred to the reserves.

Those who received lifelong exemptions from military service in the Lithuanian
armed forces made up 20.89% of exempted conscripts, or 7.41% of all the names
included in conscription lists. Among the districts that had higher numbers of con-
scripts exempted from service for life were the districts of TelSiai (17.71%), Raseiniai
(14.59%) and Taurage (12.77%). These districts also produced the lowest numbers
of conscripts who did not end up enrolled in the army. Observably fewer lifelong ex-
emptions were granted to conscripts in the districts of Vilkaviskis (2.31%), Panevézys
(4.52%) and Siauliai (4.87%).% In districts that had fewer unenrolled conscripts, more
conscripts received lifelong exemptions from military service.

Temporary exemptions due toillness made up 5.36% of all exemptions for conscripts,
or 1.96% of all men included in lists of those eligible. Most exemptions of this kind
were granted in the districts of Trakai (5.89%) and TelSiai (3.47%). The fewest were
granted in the districts of Panevézys (0.31%), Tauragé (0.6%) and Raseiniai (0.61%).

39 Students tried all kinds of methods to put off their military service. After graduating from secondary
school, they enrolled in universities. Having completed their studies in one faculty, they enrolled in anot-
her. Others requested that their military service be delayed by at least two years. - JOKUBAUSKAS, V.
Gyvenimas ir mirtis..., p. 362.

40 SAFRONOVAS, V. The War Is Not Over?..., p. 31.

4 Zinios apie naujoky émimo darbo eigg 1921 m. vasario 1 d., [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 3, . 99-
103 ap.

42 |bid.
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Exemptions for family-related reasons made up 0.71% of all exemptions granted to
conscripts, or 0.25% of all those eligible for conscription. Some draft-age men had
served in the Russian Imperial Army, so they were not accepted into the Lithuanian
armed forces. Their names were included in the records of men exempted from
military service. Such men made up 4.48% of all exempted conscripts, or 1.59% of all
those on lists of men eligible for conscription.*?

The large number of conscripts that did not end up in the Lithuanian armed forces
(because they either did not show up at the conscription office or were exempted
from military service) meant that the army failed to procure the manpower it need-
ed. In late 1920, the Lithuanian armed forces was still short of 17,735 soldiers.* The
number of men who did not report to the conscription office (even though some of
them could have received exemptions) is almost identical to the number that the
army needed to be completely formed.

‘People off the streets’: reasons for and methods of (not) serving
in the Lithuanian armed forces

There was a myriad of reasons for evading conscription. In 1921, the military com-
mand of the Lithuanian armed forces took the results of the 1919-1920 conscrip-
tion effort into consideration, and indicated the following as the main reasons for
the evasion of military service: 1) bad will among the people or negative attitudes
towards the state and society; 2) poor performance of organisations administering
the conscription process; and 3) the country's political situation.*

However, in this article | will attempt to provide a more detailed grouping of causes
of the evasion of military service. Thus, the analysis will focus on five groups of caus-
es: 1) political, 2) legal, 3) institutional, 4) social, and 5) psychological.

Political reasons are related to public attitudes towards the Lithuanian state and its
political order. An additional factor that led to the evasion of military service was the
violence and the political chaos that had continued since 1914-1915. Four years of
war had had a destructive effect on the population. In the disorder left in the wake
of the First World War, the Lithuanian government had to ideologically consolidate
and mobilise society. As an instrument of such consolidation and control, it also

4 Zinios apie naujoky émimo darbo eigg 1921 m. vasario 1 d., [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 3, |. 99-
103 ap.

44 LESCIUS, V. Lietuvos kariuomené 1918-1920..., p. 429.

4 Vietines kariuomeneés brigados Stabo rastas Krasto apsaugos ministrui, 1921-11-17. LCVA, f. 384, ap. 3,
b. 364, 1. 5.
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used state-mandated force and terror.* In the whirlwind of conflict, the idea of a
Lithuanian nation-state seemed transient, the government unstable and the army
weak.*” The Lithuanian population did not have a unanimous opinion about such
a state. Many viewed the government and the armed forces with mistrust.*® This
mistrust was only reinforced by doubts about the army's preparedness to prevent
the expansion of other armies.* As the Lithuanian armed forces fought on several
fronts, control of some cities and towns passed from one side to another.* In addi-
tion, a grave problem was soldiers robbing civilians, prisoners of war and refugees.”’
Some residents did not believe that Lithuania could survive as an independent state,
did not support the vision of the nation-state, and had no wish to contribute to the
creation of the Lithuanian armed forces.> Such attitudes towards the prospects of
a Lithuanian future and dissatisfaction with those in charge for the policies they im-
plemented, especially with regard to requisitions and conscription, could have been
the consequence of a lack of patriotism.>

There were active attempts to incite against and destabilise the new political order
in Lithuania.> It was not just the political groups that supported the idea of an inde-
pendent Lithuania that were trying to sway the local population, but the communists
as well. The latter were especially focused on the Lithuanian armed forces and its
officers. In late 1918, in Kaunas and especially in its suburbs, communists often held
demonstrations, distributed leaflets and incited locals to disobey the orders of the
Lithuanian government.>> The secret Polish military organisation Polska Organizacja
Wojskowa (POW) was also drumming up support for its activities.

The legal reasons were, first of all, related to the absence of serious legal consequenc-
es. Conscripts could easily evade military service, and only insignificant consequences

4 PETRONIS, Vytautas. Neperkirstas Gordijo mazgas: valstybinés prievartos pries visuomene Lietuvoje
genezeé (1918-1921). Lietuvos istorijos metrastis, 2015/1. Vilnius, 2016, p. 69-71.

47 Similar attitudes were prevalent during the formative stages of other newly independent countries in
Central and Eastern Europe. Latvia and Estonia are good examples of this. - CIGANOVS, J. Op. cit., p. 13;
KOPYTIN, I. Op. cit., s. 7; PAJUR, A. Op. cit., Ik. 39; HABER, M. Op. cit., p. 192.

4 JAKSTYS, G. Op. cit., p. 48, 50.

4 BULVICIUS, Vytautas. Karinis valstybés rengimas. Kaunas, [1939] 2019, p. 22.

0 LESCIUS, V. Lietuvos kariuomené 1918-1920..., p. 82,108, 128,227, 241, 249, 261, 267, 289, 436; STATKUS, V.

Op. cit., p. 31, 39, 763; RUKSA, Antanas. Kovos dél Lietuvos nepriklausomybés. T. 2. Cleveland, 1981, p. 147,

148, 169, 229, 303, 343, 346; RUSECKAS, Petras. Savanoriy Zygiai. T. 1. Kaunas, 1937, p. 16-54.

PETRONIS, V. Op. cit., p. 73; |]sakymas Lietuvos kariuomenei nr. 1, 1919-10-12. LCVA, f. 384, ap. 1, b. 13,

I. 1; Vyriausybes tardymo komisijos posédzio protokolas, 1919-06-15. LCVA, f. 923, ap. 1, b. 60, I. 1-2.

52 GUZAS, [Petras]. Atsiminimai i$ Kauno Karo Komendantaros darby 1919 m. sausio-kovo meén. Karo
archyvas, 1925, t. 1, p. 198-199.

5 PAULIUKAS, A. Op. cit., p. 217, 240.

% Santykiai su lenkais. Kariskiy Zodis, 1919-08-14, nr. 13, p. 102; Lenky kurstymai. KariSkiy Zodis, 1919-10-17,
nr.22,p.172.

55 LESCIUS, V. Lietuvos kariuomené 1918-1920..., p. 115; ZILINSKAS, Jurgis. Atsiminimai. 1885-1957. Vilnius,
2005, p. 181.
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for the failure to fulfil their duty as conscripts awaited them.>® Various issues also
emerged due to the imperfections and inconsistencies of the legal documents that
regulated the organisation and implementation of conscription.>” Without any na-
tional legal acts regulating the procurement of manpower for the armed forces, the
government was forced to apply previously received law, mostly from the Russian Em-
pire.>® However, the procedures set out for exemptions and or temporarily delaying
compulsory military service were often taken advantage of. Legally, exemptions could
be granted to teachers, secondary school students, individuals with difficult family or
health situations, and later clergymen as well.*® The essential reasons given by those
trying to evade military service were related to the exceptions stipulated by law for
exemption from or the temporary delay of military service. These were studies, a diffi-
cult family situation or poor health.® For those studying at secondary schools, military
service could be delayed up to 24 months. For teachers and seminarians, it could be
delayed up to 28 months. However, some students never completed their studies, or
did not go on to teach after completing them. The government had to decide what to
do with such cases.®' Conscripts could also make use of the legal possibility to delay
military service in order to help aged parents who were incapable of doing farmwork
themselves. Legal regulations stipulated that if a family only had a single able-bodied
man, military service could be delayed because he was fulfilling his duty to provide for
his family.®? However, some of those eligible for conscription were consciously ‘late’ to
report to the conscription office, because it was possible to receive a temporary delay
of military service if their parents had reached the age when they were legally deemed
to be incapacitated for work (55 years).%

Apart from this, conscripts were not carefully inspected medically, at least until the
point when the Law on Conscription was amended in 1924 to include a list of dis-
eases and bodily defects.® This meant that conscripts could take advantage of the

% In late 1919 and early 1920, conscripts evading military service could receive a fine of 10 thousand
auksinis (the Lithuanian version of the ostmark) and/or imprisonment of up to 3 months. When the
Constituent Seimas passed an amendment to the Criminal Code on 21 December 1920, the evasion of
compulsory military service would be met with stricter punishment. Conscripts evading military service
could be fined with 5-20 thousand auksinis or receive 6 months to 2 years of imprisonment. - Marijam-
polés apskrities komendanto skelbimas, [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 14, |. 6; Vietinés kariuomenés
brigados vado rastas krasto apsaugos ministrui, 1920-11-12. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 380, . 98.

57 KUODYS, M. Op. cit., p. 101.

% For more information about the legislative process relating to compulsory military service in Lithuania
from 1919 to 1940: CERNIUS, Nerijus. Karo prievolés teisékara Lietuvoje (1918-1940). Karo archyvas,
2023, t. 38, p. 108-161.

% Kariuomenes Saukiamosios instrukcijos. Laikinosios Vyriausybés Zinios, 1919-03-05, nr. 4, p. 2; Laikinieji
naujoky Saukimo jstatai. Laikinosios Viyriausybés Zinios, 1919-10-08, Nr. 13, p. 1-2.

6 SEREICIKAS, M. Op. cit., p. 205-206.

6 Rokiskio apskrities virSininko rastas KAM Mobilizacijos daliai, 1920-08-21. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31, |. 164.

62 Laikinieji naujoky Saukimo jstatai. Laikinosios Viyriausybés Zinios, 1919-10-08, Nr. 13, p. 1.

8 TelSiy apskrities virSininko rastas KAM Mobilizacijos skyriui, 1920-07-02. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 1, 1. 109.

% Appendix to Law on Conscription. Vyriausybés Zinios, 1924-08-20, Nr. 168, p. 5-11.
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conscription process and more easily evade military service for health reasons.®
Conscription offices continued to receive complaints about the enrolment of new
conscripts in the army.% The complaints were mostly about military service not be-
ing delayed for newly enrolled conscripts despite significant family or health circum-
stances.®’

Institutional reasons included a lack of experience on behalf of the organisations that
administered the conscription process and their ineffectiveness in catching desert-
ers.®® The large number of men who failed to show up at the conscription office and
the ineffective search for them in the early stages of the conscription process had a
negative effect on later calls for conscripts. Eligible men realised that if they did not
turn up at the conscription office, no one would actively look for them.® The district
commanders who were responsible for this task complained of not having enough
manpower to search for individuals hiding from military service. They also empha-
sised the poor performance of the police in the provinces.”

The operations of the services administering the conscription process are illustrated
by the words of an officer who participated in the effort to locate men who did not
report to the conscription office: ‘When | left with my guards to arrest the conscripts,
they complained to me why the district chief or local authorities had not given them
notice [of their call to service]. Then | personally instructed them to join the army,
and they all joined [...].7" The faults of the police in the search for deserters are
reflected in yet another case. One conscript, arrested for the evasion of military ser-
vice, claimed he had not received any call up papers; even though he had been living
with his parents all this time, no one had come to look for him.”? Not all cases were
instances of ill will. The services simply had too little experience.” When the authori-
ties began to organise the conscription process, various inaccuracies came up as
documents were filled in. Even though the institutions administering the conscrip-
tion process compiled conscription lists based on parish registers, they misspelt

%KAM Mobilizacijos skyriaus rastas vidaus reikaly ministrui, 1920-08-20. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31, . 168.

% Complaints about enrolment had to be submitted within four weeks of the day of enrolment. It was
accepted that six weeks after their enrolment, men were not released from military service even if there
was a legal basis for their exemption from military service. - KAM Mobilizacijos skyriaus rastas vidaus
reikaly ministrui, 1920-11-13. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31, |. 225.

57 KAM Mobilizacijos dalies rastas Vilkaviskio komendantui, 1919-08-13. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 14, I. 54;
Naujoky emimo apyskaita, 1920-05-19. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 393, I. 192.

% STEPONAITIS, V. Op. cit., p. 447; Nemalonios kariskiams Zinutés. Kariskiy Zodis, 1919-07-10, Nr. 8, p. 63.

% KAM Mobilizacijos dalies rastas vidaus reikaly ministrui, 1919-08-19. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 14, . 34.

70 Keédainiy karo komendanto rastas Vietinés kariuomeneés brigados vadui, 1921-02-23 [slaptai]. LCVA,
f. 929, ap. 1, b. 64, I. 59; Kauno miesto komendanto rastas Vietinés kariuomenés brigados vadui,
1921-03-09 [slaptai]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 1, b. 64, 1. 60.

71 Antano Cebelio duotas paaiskinimas Kauno apskrities pilietinés apsaugos vadui, 1919-05-19. LCVA,
f. 929, ap. 1, b. 64, 1. 10.

72 Kaltinamojo [Kazio Kisieliaus] tardymo protokolas, 1926-03-22. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1818, I. 20.

73 KUODYS, M. Op. cit., p. 87.
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conscripts’ names and made mistakes when copying down their family status, date
of birth and other important information.” Determining conscripts’ ages was not
always an easy task, because parish registers from some churches, mosques and
synagogues had been taken to Russia and Germany in 1915 and never returned.”
This shortcoming was addressed by suggesting that the information could be deter-
mined based on residents’ testimony, confirmed by a local institution or the parish
priest. However, conscription officials sometimes determined conscripts’ age simply
by their appearance.”

Social reasons were not just related to cultural and economic inequality (conscripts’
education, migration and occupation), they were also linked to a conscript's life ex-
perience, bribery, and even the falsification of documents. During the 1919-1920
period, the Lithuanian armed forces had to deal with high levels of illiteracy. Many
conscripts had no opportunities to be educated. It is not entirely clear how many
conscripts called up by the army were illiterate, because they did not yet collect
information about their educational status. However, data from 1921 shows that as
many as a third of those eligible for conscription were illiterate. At the time, schools
had not begun to address the issue for which they were in part created, i.e. foster-
ing patriotism and inculcating the importance of military service. People were only
beginning to speak of the idea that ‘[...] whatever attitudes schools instil toward the
nation’s military preparedness are the attitudes the nation will have [...].7” An addi-
tional issue causing difficulties to those in charge of conscription was emigration. In
1920, 3,514 emigres left legally for the United States of America.”® We do not know
how many emigrated illegally.” Occupational factors also played an important role
in the conscription process, as Lithuania was an agricultural region. Many of its resi-
dents made a living by farming.t° Farmers wished to keep their manpower, and this
also led to attempts to evade military service.®' It was often the case that farmers
simply did not allow their sons to enlist, or hid them from recruiters. If they were

74 In some cases, the date of birth of a conscript was transferred incorrectly to a list of eligibles, and the-
refore their military service was delayed. - KAM rastas vidaus reikaly ministrui, 1920-06-16. LCVA, f. 929,
ap. 5, b.31,1.87.

75 RokiSkio apskrities virSininko rastas KAM Mobilizacijos skyriui, 1921-07-07. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 52, . 65.

76 KAM rastas vidaus reikaly ministrui, 1920-06-16. LCVA, . 929, ap. 5, b. 52, I. 87.

77 BULVICIUS, V. Op. cit., p. 357.

78 KASPERAVICIUTE, Vitalija. Lietuvos Respublikos emigracijos politika 1918-1940. Daktaro disertacija. Kau-
nas, 2011, p. 39, 88.

79 PACEVICIUS, P. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybeés..., p. 98.

8 Stasys Salkauskis estimated that in interwar Lithuania about 1.8 million individuals made up the far-
ming class. This was a significant number for a country that had a population of just two to 2.5 million. -
SALKAUSKIS, Stasys. Lietuviy tauta ir jos ugdymas. Kaunas, 1933, p. 56; JOKUBAUSKAS, Vytautas. Causes
of Death in the Lithuanian Armed Forces, 1919-1940. In Defeating Disease in the Changing Society of the
Southeast Baltic from the 18th to the 20th Century (Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis, Vol. 43). Ed.
by Milda KONTRIME. Klaipéda, 2022, p. 99.

8 JOKUBAUSKAS, V. Gyvenimas ir mirtis..., p. 100.
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arrested for not reporting to the conscription office, they could be ‘bought out’ from
the local police.?

Psychological reasons for the evasion of military service were many and varied. First
and foremost, there was the fear of death on the battlefield or crippling injury.
Separation from family or routine life also caused eligible men to shirk their duty
of service. There were also men who decided not to present themselves to the con-
scription office because they had heard about the experiences of brothers, friends
and acquaintances who had already served.® This meant the decision to serve or
to evade service was also affected by family members and people in the conscript’s
social circle.

There was a variety of ways in which eligible men avoided military service. There
were two main methods: not reporting to the conscription office (hiding, emigrating,
enlisting in the armed forces of other countries), and avoiding service by illicit means
(bribery, falsifying documents, presenting incorrect information). Men who did not
report to the conscription office hid in their own homes or in the homes of their rela-
tives and close acquaintances.® They rarely did so without the knowledge of their
parents and relatives. The military command demanded that parents and relatives
of eligible men in hiding be punished. It believed that if parents told eligible men
to report to the conscription office or forced deserters out of their homes, then it
would be much harder for conscripts and soldiers to find a hiding place.®* The armed
forces also recorded cases of men included in draft lists already serving in German
or Polish armed forces.® For the most part, these were Germans, Poles and Jews liv-
ing in Lithuania. Many draft-age men trying to evade military service opted to travel
abroad.?” They departed for the USA, Germany, Poland, Latvia or the Klaipéda re-
gion.t8 Many draft-age men fled to Germany even before the draft was announced.

8 5-0jo pestininky pulko 2-os kulkosvaidZiy kuopos kareiviy I. Simkaus ir S. Vitkaus parodymai apie papir-
kima, slépimasi ir nestojima j Lietuvos kariuomene, 1921-01-28. LCVA, f. 10, ap. 1, b. 74, |. 243.

8 Kretingos apskrities mobilizacijos komisijos karininko Slepiko pareiskimas KAM Mobilizacijos dalies vir-
Sininkui, 1920-01-05. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31, I. 19.

8 Kariuomeneés teismo Il nuovados tardytojo rastas Kamajy nuovados virSininkui, 1931-11-20. LCVA,
f.483,ap. 5, b. 44,1.77 ap.

8 Vietinés kariuomenés brigados vado rastas krasto apsaugos ministrui, 1920-11-12. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5,
b. 380, I. 98.

8 Marijampolés apskrities valdybos rastas VRM PilieCiy apsaugos departamentui, 1919-07-25. LCVA, f. 929,
ap. 5, b. 14, |. 28; Sarasas Lietuvos pilieciy, stojusiy j vokieciy armija, [no date]. LCVA, . 929, ap. 5, b. 14,
|. 30-30ap.

87 There is no data for emigration from Lithuania in 1919. It is possible that the government did not issue
any orders to record numbers of people crossing the state border. It was only in 1920 that departing
individuals began to be registered. - KASPERAVICIUTE, V. Op. cit., p. 39, 88.

8 Generalinio Stabo Kanceliarijos skyriaus virSininko telefonograma Vietinés kariuomenés brigados vadui
su Generalinio Stabo rezoliucija: ,reikalinga sustabdyti iSvaZziavima Saukiamy kariuomenén®, [no date].
LCVA, f. 929, ap. 1, b. 380, I. 81; Kretingos apskrities virSininko praneSimas vidaus reikaly ministrui,
1921-02-17. LCVA, f. 10, ap. 1, b. 74, 1. 200-201.
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At that time, the German border was practically unguarded. Soldiers running away
from the Lithuanian armed forces also found refuge there.®

Conscripts also used legally established exemptions to avoid military service, or at
least to delay it. Some conscripts did so by legal means, others by illegal means.
Archival sources reveal that eligible men simulated illness or bribed officials. For ex-
ample, two conscripts procured falsified documents stating that they had congeni-
tal heart disease. The Panevézys Regular Health Inspection Committee recognised
that the men did not have heart disease and were therefore fully capable of serv-
ing in the army.?® Another similar case involved conscripts paying the secretary of
the conscription office to issue them service exemption documents.®® On 18 March
1920, in order to rein in bribery, the Lithuanian government added a ninth item to
paragraph 14 of the Special State Protections Regulations. The item made officials
criminally responsible for ‘accepting bribes for the release of conscripts or soldiers
from the armed forces.””? Rampant bribery,* the falsification of identity documents®
and the presentation of counterfeit medical statements regarding the health of eligi-
ble men® were all problems the army faced as it procured the manpower it needed
through conscription. These were problems the governments of the other Baltic
states also faced. This is demonstrated by the Estonian example.®

Conscripts often had to live in hiding for six to ten years, or even more. Some were
never found.””

Failure to enlist in the Lithuanian armed forces was punishable by fines and im-
prisonment. In late 1920, the punishment for such activity ranged from two to six

8 PACEVICIUS, P. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybeés..., p. 98.

% Armijos tardytojo nutarimas nr. 1 [Petrui Matuzeviciui ir Antanui Jureviciui], 1920-10-14. LCVA, f. 483,
ap. 5, b. 1556, I. 3.

o Mazeikiy apskrities teismo sprendimas [Adamui Gorodeckui], 1932-02-23. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 3809, . 2.

%2 Nr. 287. Ypatingy Valstybés Apsaugos |staty § 14 papildymas. Laikinosios vyriausybés Zinios, 1920-03-18,
Nr. 23, p. 2.

% Jurgis Zilinskas, who was employed at the Kaunas Military Hospital, noted in his memoir that one citizen
attempted to evade military service by slipping a wad of roubles into his pocket while pointing at a medical
certificate. - ZILINSKAS, J. Op. cit., p. 181. Pauliukas indicated in his memoir that the town elder of Anyk3ciai
issued false (forged) passports to conscripts in exchange for a bribe. - PAULIUKAS, A. Op. cit., p. 330. An article
by Jokubauskas and Vitkus details an episode of bribery in which a military medic of the Lithuanian armed
forces and a physician from the Vilkaviskis district received bribes of 500 to 2,000 litas from four Jewish cons-
cripts for exempting them from military service. - JOKUBAUSKAS, V.; VITKUS, H. Op. cit., pp. 105, 106.

% Skaudvilés ir VieZaiciy apskri¢iy naujoky émimo komisijos pirmininkas, 1919-08-07. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5,
b. 14, 1. 35.

% KAM Mobilizacijos skyriaus rastas, 1919-08-13. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 14, I. 43.

% An Estonian military official was charged with accepting a bribe in March 1919 in return for issuing a certi-
ficate of exemption from military service. A conscript was charged with bribing an official in the spring of
1919 in order to be exempted from military service. - ERA, 927-3-11. Another conscript was charged with
evasion of military service and presenting a forged certificate from January to July 1919. - ERA, 927-3-13.

% Kariuomenés teismo nutarimas Nr. 1 [Boliui Jablonskiui], 1926-10-28. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1458, I. 2;
Vilkaviskio apskrities komendantaros rastas Kariuomeneés teismo prokuratdrai [dél Armono GiSvantne-
rio], 1935-10-28. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1100, I. 17.
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years' imprisonment. Those who concealed conscripts could receive fines of 5,000
to 20,000 auksinis and from six months to two years in prison.?® Going over to the
enemy's side was punishable by death.” Theoretically, all these measures had to
prevent conscripts from evading their service. However, in practice, even the strict
penalties for the failure to fulfil the duty of service and sheltering conscripts did not
produce the desired results.

The deserter’s path: from ideation to action

From 1919 to 1920, the biggest challenges most units in the Lithuanian armed forc-
es faced were disease, death, and the growing numbers of attempts to flee.’® In
the Lithuanian army, runaways were both men who did not report for service to
their post and deserters. The Military Penal Law on the Evasion of Service (Kariskiy
baudziamasis jstatymas dél karo tarnybos vengimo), issued on 6 February 1920, de-
fined desertion as leaving one's post with the intention of completely evading mili-
tary service. The law viewed not reporting to one's post as a type of fleeing that was
not motivated by the intention of completely evading military service.’® Discerning
the difference between desertion and not reporting to one’s post was a subjective
question that required the analysis of the runaway’s goals and motives. Cases of
failure to report to the post were investigated by the Regimental Court, while cases
of desertion came under the Military Court. This meant that the penalties issued by
the Military Court for runaways were more severe.

During the draft of 1919-1920, the Lithuanian armed forces enlisted 34,420 men."%
Some of these ran away. Determining the real number of runaways from the army
is a difficult task. First, sources provide no statistical record of runaways from the
Lithuanian armed forces in 1919. Second, statistical records of runaways from the
Lithuanian armed forces from 1920 are frequently fragmented. Third, records con-
flate actual deserters and soldiers who did not report to their post under the general
category of ‘deserter’. Soldiers were even registered as deserters when, for various

% Skelbimas-jstatymas nr. 4, naujoky, uzsilikusiy nuo praejusiy Saukimuy, reikalais, 1921-10-12. LCVA, f. 929,
ap. 5, b. 52, I. 211; Vietinés kariuomenés brigados vado rastas krasto apsaugos ministrui, 1920-11-12.
LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 380, I. 98.

9 Krasto apsaugos ministro, Generalinio Stabo virSininko ir Kariuomeneés teismo gynéjo rastas Respubli-
kos Prezidentui [dél Henriko Jablonskio], 1928-03-21. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 380, I. 25.

190 VRM Pilie€iy apsaugos departamento rastas apskriciy virSininkams, 1920-11-22 [slaptai]. LCVA, f. 929,

ap. 5, b. 380, I. 108; SURGAILIS, G. Treciasis..., p. 31, 163; SURGAILIS, G. Septintasis..., p. 16, 94; SURGAI-

LIS, G. Penktasis..., p. 5; KUODYS, M. Op. cit., p. 101-102.

Kariskiy baudZiamasis jstatymas dél karo tarnybos vengimo. Laikinosios Vyriausybés Zinios, 1920-02-06,

Nr. 19, p. 3.

192 Zinios apie naujoky émimo darbo eigg 1921 m. vasario 1 d., [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 3, |. 46.
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personal or family-related reasons, having been on leave, they returned to their post
late. Those who were captured by enemy forces or went missing in action were also
registered on lists of military runaways. Fourth, soldiers ran away from the army
more than once, with some making the attempt up to five or seven times.'%

There was no concerted effort in 1919 to systematically collect data on deserters. Mili-
tary units were often left to deal with the problem of desertion on their own. First,
the problem was caused by the poor provision of supplies and difficult conditions of
service. The army's attitude towards those evading military service became stricter
once the provision of supplies and conditions of service improved.'® The army also
began to deal with deserters more stringently when in 1920 a more accurate method
of registering runaway soldiers was introduced. The number of deserters captured by
military commanders in 1920 was 5,082.7% Soldiers who returned voluntarily to the
army were also included in the lists of deserters. It is unclear when soldiers ran away
from their posts before they were caught in 1920. It is possible that some had been
‘inherited’ from 1919. Military commanders reported 1,769 runaway and 1,281 cap-
tured soldiers in the fourth quarter of 1920. The number of runaways who were never
caught was 488, or 27.58%.'% More accurate information on deserters was collected
in 1921. The army registered a total of 3,330 cases of desertion that year. A total of
2,486 deserters were captured, while 454 returned of their own accord. The number
of deserters who were never caught was 661, or 19.84%."” Not only conscripts de-
serted from the army. There were deserters among the non-commissioned officers,
commissioned officers and military officials. A study by PacevicCius set the number
of deserters in 1919 and 1920 at 20,000. It defined deserters both as those who did
not present themselves to the conscription office and those in the Lithuanian armed
forces who ran away from their posts. Soldiers who attempted to run away from the
army more than once were not singled out in the total number of deserters. Thus,
the scale of desertion was exaggerated. Based on the number of deserters identified
in historical research, it would appear that almost half the soldiers that served in the
Lithuanian armed forces in 1919 and 1920 attempted to run away.'®® However, the
number of deserters should not be read as the number of individual deserters, but as
the number of individual cases of soldiers running away. In 1919 and 1920, on average
20% to 25% of runaway soldiers were never caught. Bearing in mind the number of
12 KUODYS, M. Op. cit., p. 102.
104 JAKSTYS, G. Op. cit., p. 66.
19 Vietinés kariuomenés brigados Stabo virSininko pranesimas Generalinio Stabo virSininkui, 1921-03-21.
LCVA, £.929, ap. 1, b. 64, |. 51-52.
1% Based on my own calculations. - Vietinés kariuomeneés brigados vado slapti pranesimai krasto apsau-
gos ministrui, 1920-11-25 ir 1920-12-17. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 1, b. 380, I. 99-101, 104-105.
17 Based on my own calculations. - Vietinés kariuomenés brigados vado slaptas pranesimas, 1922-02-02.
LCVA, £.10,ap. 1, b. 152, 1. 37.

198 |n late 1920, a total of 41,763 soldiers served in the Lithuanian armed forces. - VAICENONIS, Jonas.
Lietuvos kariuomenes skaiciai 1920-1939 m. Karo archyvas, 2002, t. 17, p. 152.
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deserters captured in 1920, the total number of cases of desertion during the Wars of
Independence, including cases of soldiers not reporting to their posts, amounted to
over 6,000. Cases of soldiers not reporting to their posts did not pose any real threat
to the procurement of manpower by the army. These ‘temporary runaways’ either
returned of their own accord or were soon located. The real threat to manning the
army were true deserters. They fled abroad, enlisted in the armies of other countries,
and sought to evade military service completely by whatever way they could devise.

The methods and causes of soldiers running away from the Lithuanian armed forces
were varied. The motives of every runaway soldier were unique and determined by
their individual experience. The causes of soldiers running away from the army were
similar to those of eligible men who did not enlist. Those who decided to evade mili-
tary service by not presenting themselves to the conscription office made their deci-
sion right away, while soldiers who had enlisted did so upon encountering the reality
of military service. Factors that led to desertion included the influence of hostile prop-
aganda and agitation, a soldier’s ethnic self-perception, problems with soldiers’ train-
ing, institutional efforts to catch deserters, psychological reasons, and other factors.'®
In the category of enlisted runaways, unique motives emerge for evading military ser-
vice, characteristic of military life. These include fear of death, injury and being crip-
pled in action, non-statutory relations, provision of supplies and service conditions,
disease, and fear of punishment for crimes committed. Running away from the armed
forces was often the result of not just the soldier’s instinctive reaction to the condi-
tions of service, but also to instances when the state and/or the army failed to fulfil
their commitments (e.g. set a finite period for military service, or provide soldiers with
the necessary supplies and material support for their family members).

Political reasons were among the many reasons for desertion. These included ac-
tivities directed against the political order of the state, and agitation. Factors that
led to soldiers running away from the army could be found in the military environ-
ment. Some soldiers and military officials agitated against the political order of the
state. They belittled the government and the armed forces of Lithuania, as well as
the authority of the officers that served in them. Soldiers who participated in activi-
ties directed against the political order of the state praised the Bolsheviks and the
Poles.' On 22-23 February 1920, a mutiny broke out in the Kaunas Garrison of the

100 pACEVICIUS, P. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybeés..., p. 67-68, 75-78. SURGAILIS, G.
Treciasis..., p. 163.

110 Kaltinimo aktas apie kareivi mokomosios komandos 2-0jo Atsargos bataliono Idelj EpSteing, 1920-02-20.
LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 913, |. 3-3 ap.; Kaltinimo aktas apie Kauno stoties komendantaros komandos ka-
reivj Augustg Frenzelj, 1920-04-20. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 947, I. 3; Kaltinimo aktas apie kareivj Siauliy
bataliono Mykolg Ravi¢-Serko, 1919-09. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 3079, I. 3; Kaltinimo aktas apie kareivj
6-0jo péstininky pulko Motiejy Rimka, 1920-06-26. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 3179, I. 4; Armijos teismo iSvada
apie tardyma prie$ karininka Rainolda Eidrigeviciy, kaltinama prieSvalstybinéje agitacijoj, paniekinima,
1919-12-06. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 900, |. 4-4 ap.
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Lithuanian armed forces. It was the result of economic and political causes, as well
as causes related to the conditions of service."" During the mutiny, 181 soldiers ran
away from the 2nd Reserve Battalion alone.”? Incitement to run away from the army
was not a rare phenomenon in the Lithuanian army.'® Soldiers were incited to run
and act against the government or the military command by their fellow soldiers.
Soldiers became targets of agitators in environments outside the army, when they
were on leave at home or in town.

Legal reasons were related to the imperfect nature of legal documents regulating the
process of military service. These failed to even define the duration of military ser-
vice. Relations between soldiers, rights and responsibilities, and issues of discipline
were regulated by temporary statutes: the Temporary Disciplinary Statute (Laikinasis
drausmeés (disciplinos) statutas) and the Temporary Statute for the Management of
Military Relations and Duties (Laikinasis kariSkiy santykiy ir pareigy statutas).''* Sol-
diers often came from the lower classes. The officers came above them according to
social class.”® Military officers and officials frequently overstepped their powers."®
Unclear situations even arose during court proceedings. In practice, the Army Court,
established on 7 July 1919 and later called the Military Court, encountered difficulties
incriminating criminal acts.’” Determining the true motives of soldiers running away
from the army was difficult. When caught, runaways often lied and made excuses.'®
Soldiers who had violated military discipline or run away from the army claimed
that their company commanders failed to explain to them their duties as soldiers.""
When other soldiers saw that deserters who had been returned to their units easily
evaded the penalties, they too were less fearful of running away.'?® When deserters
began to receive stricter punishments, the number of runaways decreased.'” The
social benefits of soldiers were not regulated by law. On 29 June 1919, the Lithuanian
armed forces issued an order that established a mechanism for providing the fami-
lies of volunteers and conscripts with benefits. The order stipulated that the family
M Economic reasons included the poor provision of food supplies, late wages, unpaid benefits for soldier’s
family members, and unacceptable hygienic conditions in barracks. Political reasons included the attempt
to grant soldiers the right to vote in the Constituent Seimas and release political prisoners who had not
fought against Lithuanian independence. Patriotic reasons included discharging military officers who did
not speak Lithuanian from the army. - IVINSKIS, Zenonas. Sarvuotas auto divizionas. Sarvuoty automobi-
liy dalinys iki jo jjungimo j Sarvuociy rinktine (1924.1.1). Karo archyvas, 1940, t. 12, p. 164.

PACEVICIUS, P. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybés..., p. 86-87, 114.

Emilio Kabakerio malonés praSymas Respublikos Prezidentui, 1924-09-17. LCVA. f. 507, ap. 4, b. 1544, 1. 7.

114 STATKUS, V. Op. cit., p. 710.

115 BERKOVICH, I. Op. cit., p. 7.

Vietinés kariuomenés brigados Stabo rastas krasto apsaugos ministrui, 1921-11-14. LCVA, f. 384, ap. 3,
b. 364, 1. 5.

1919-1929 m. Kariuomenés teismas. [Parengé Kariuomeneés teismas.] Kaunas, 1929, p. 12.

KUODYS, M. Op. cit., p. 102.

|sakymas Lietuvos kariuomenei nr. 260, 1920-05-06, LCVA, f. 384, ap. 1, b. 23, |. 60.

Lietuvos spaudos biuro pranesimas, 1919-08-12. LCVA, f. 516, ap. 4, b. 1, 1. 93.
SURGAILIS, Gintautas. Antrasis Lietuvos DidZiojo kunigaikscio Algirdo péstininky pulkas. Vilnius, 2014, p. 80.
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of a deceased soldier was entitled to six months of his wages and a welfare payment
of six months. The family of an injured soldier could get up to three months’ pay
and a welfare payment of three months, depending on the severity of the injury.'?
Continued assistance to the families of deceased or injured soldiers in the form of
benefits was not addressed by the order. Thus, the issue of providing for the families
of deceased and injured soldiers was left unresolved.

The category of social reasons includes factors such as conscripts’ self-perception,
lacking a sense of responsibility, problems with soldiers’ education, and family-relat-
ed circumstances.'?® Soldiers did not have any political affiliation to the Lithuanian
state. Not all soldiers saw Lithuania as their motherland or homeland. Some did
not want to serve beyond the limits of their home district, so they deserted when
their units were transferred to other locations. For example, when the Siauliai Bat-
talion was absorbed into the 3rd Infantry Regiment, the numbers of deserters went
up. Soldiers had no desire to leave their home towns behind.'** Estonian soldiers
also did not have the freedom to choose their district of service based on where
they lived. During the struggle for the independence of their country, they were sent
on combat missions beyond the limits of their homeland. It was only in 1934 that
conscripts began to be drafted on a territorial basis, taking into consideration the
district they lived in and the district they associated themselves with.'? It is possible
that soldiers who ran away from the army did not comprehend the consequences
that awaited them in the future. Some of them did not understand the importance
and responsibility of a soldier's duty.'?® Deserters were frequently condemned in
the press.’?” Soldiers were sometimes pushed into running away from the army
by family misfortunes (such as close relatives falling ill, family homes destroyed by
fire), homesickness, and other family-related circumstances. Severed ties to close
ones and the community were a significant factor in a soldier’s decision to run away
from the army. It was often the case that soldiers ran away to their homes to pick
up clothing,'® to see sick family members,’® or out of longing for their homes and

122 Paaiskinimai iSdavime pasalpy kareiviy Seimynoms. Kariskiy Zodis, 1919-07-10, Nr. 8, p. 63-64.

123 | ESCIUS, V. Lietuvos kariuomené 1918-1920..., p. 158.

Vyr. Itn. Karvelio atsiminimai i$ 3-Cio pést. D. L. Kun. Vytauto pulko gyvenimo, 1923-06-22. LCVA, f. 516,
ap.1,b.64,1.2.

KOPYTIN, I. Op. cit., s. 27.

Antano Alseikos malonés praSymas Respublikos Prezidentui, 1931-02-20. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 60,
I. 1-1 ap.; Krasto apsaugos ministro, Generalinio Stabo virsininko ir Kariuomenés teismo gynéjo rastas
Respublikos Prezidentui [del Henriko Jablonskio], 1928-03-21. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1458, I. 25; Nuspren-
dimas [Jonui Bagdonui], 1920-05-31. LCVA, f. 516, ap. 1, b. 5, . 12.

127 Senas kareivis. Nemalonas dalykai. Kariskiy Zodis, 1919-06-26, Nr. 6, p. 46.

128 2-0 atsargos bataliono eilinio Sukockio Petro kaltinimo aktas, 1927-01-05. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 3599,
I. 8; Tardymas [Juozo Grigaitiol, 1919-12-15. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1, b. 59, . 13; Tardymas [Kazio Cekausko],
1921-05-10. LCVA, f. 527, ap. 2, b.9, 1. 7.

Kaltinimo aktas apie 2 p. D. L. K. Algirdo pulko 8-os kuopos kareivj Dominikg Streikg, 1920-11-28. LCVA,
f. 507, ap. 4, b. 3622, I. 2.
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families,'® stating that the ‘heart ached without them.”3' Soldiers ran away because
they wanted to get well again after an illness'? or to earn some money.'* Family
members visited or wrote to soldiers asking them to come home. If the military com-
mand did not then grant them leave, soldiers ran home anyway.’** One soldier justi-
fied his attempt to run away by saying he had received such a letter from his mother.
The letter had informed him that his family home had gone up in flames along with
the animals, so the soldier decided to desert.’>> Another soldier left his unit when he
met his wife at Kaunas station on the way to an assignment. She had asked him for
help renting out their flat and bringing home firewood.'3¢

In the group of economic reasons, the main reason for abandoning the army was
farm work. The number of runaways increased in the haymaking season.'®” Requests
for at least a month of leave for the purpose of helping with farm work reached the
military command from the families of drafted men. This is illustrated by the exam-
ple of one soldier. He had been granted leave, but did not return to his unit because
he stayed behind to help with farm work. A town official wrote to his commander
saying that ‘[the soldier] could not step away from farm work for a single day, espe-
cially during the harvest, because he was the only remaining member of the family
who was able-bodied [...]."% Unit commanders could make decisions about granting
temporary leave for the purpose of doing farm work or for other important family
matters.'° If requests for leave were denied, the soldiers simply ran off.'#

Service conditions were one of the main reasons for desertion in the armed forc-
es." How soldiers viewed the service conditions depended on their needs and
their attitude. Their perception was the result of a comparison between civilian life

130 Utenos mobilizacijos rajono Mobilizacijos skyriaus dezertyro [Antano NoriGno] tardymo protokolas,

1924-10-21. LCVA, f. 507, ap. 4, b. 2653, I. 25.

Tardymas [Antano Baiboko], 1919-09-27. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1, b. 7, I. 6.

132 Kauno komendantaros pulko teismo nusprendimas [Justinui Lopetai], 1920-03-13. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1,
b.64,1.17.

133 Tardymas [Ricardo Zaleckio], 1919-11-25. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1, b. 63, 1. 11.

134 Kvota [Broniaus Uzupio], 1919-10-04. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1, b. 24, . 1-7; Tardymas [Broniaus UzZupio],

1920-01-15. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1, b. 84, 1. 18.

Tardymas [Antano Buco], 1921-01-15. LCVA, f. 527, ap. 2, b. 8, I. 1.

Tardymas [Juozo Maciejausko], 1920-01-30. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1, b. 56, . 8.

Vietinés kariuomenés brigados vado slaptas praneSimas krasto apsaugos ministrui, kariuomenés vadui,

Generalinio Stabo virSininkui, | péstininky divizijos vadui, Il péstininky divizijos vadui, Ill péstininky divi-

zijos vadui, IV peéstininky divizijos vadui, Kavalerijos divizijos vadui, Artilerijos virSininkui, Karo technikos

virgininkui, Kariuomenés teismo valstybés gynéjui ,Zinios uz 1921 metus”, 1922-02-02. LCVA, . 10, ap. 1,

b.152,1.37.

Kédainiy apskrities, OrinkiSkiy valsCiaus virSai¢io rastas Mazeikiy stoties ir ruoZzo komendantui,

1920-08-18. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 1, b. 380, I. 20.

139 KAM Mobilizacijos skyriaus rastas TelSiy apskrities virSininkui, 1920-07-13. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 5, b. 31, 1. 107.

140 Juzés Slamienés prasymas 1-ojo pasienio pulko vadui, 1920-09-30. LCVA, f. 764, ap. 1, b. 10, |. 31-32.

41 Due to troubles encountered in the army. KariSkiy Zodis, 1919-07-24, Nr. 10, p. 82-83.
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and life in the military.’#? In combat surroundings, soldiers naturally feared dying
on the battlefield, being injured, or even crippled. The numbers of deserters in-
creased during combat because soldiers wanted to protect themselves from mortal
danger.’™ War is not a phenomenon that society encounters on an everyday basis.
Conscripts often scattered after the first encounter with enemy forces.' A battle
was a test not just of the physical but also the mental stamina of both sides. The
instinctive reaction of soldiers to the conditions of service or situational motivation
to survive™® pushed them towards desertion. Soldiers deserted not just from the
battlefield, but on the way to the front as well.* On 27 September 1920, a priest
wrote the following in his diary: ‘Fierce fighting is going on with the Poles near Su-
valkai. Many Lithuanians from the 10th Regiment have run away from the front.
The prisons are full of deserters.”# Desertion during combat was a challenge for
many units. One soldier wrote in his memoirs: ‘Shells exploding, flashing fire and
pillars of dust rising to the sky have done their job all right: the 3rd Company [of
the 1st Infantry Regiment] has also taken flight.”"*® Sources show that one private
who was left on guard duty while his regiment engaged with enemy forces chose
to use the moment to run away. He then hid for four weeks at his parents’ house.
His parents told the deserter to return to his post, but he then found refuge in his
aunt’'s home and continued hiding there.'® Another soldier conducted himself in
a similar fashion. In order to avoid further combat, he ran away home. When the
combat ended, he planned to return to his unit. The runaway returned to his unit,
but had to face a penalty of four years’ hard labour in prison.’® These examples
demonstrate the fear soldiers felt of dying or being injured on the battlefield. How-
ever, not all soldiers serving in the Lithuanian armed forces participated in active
combat.”™ We cannot assume that the fear of death on the battlefield was a uni-
versal reason for the evasion of service. In the Lithuanian armed forces, the prob-
ability of dying from iliness was no less than the probability of dying in combat.'*

42 JOKUBAUSKAS, V. Gyvenimas ir mirtis..., p. 356.

43 |sakymas Paneveézio batalionui nr. 176, 1919-08-02. LCVA, f. 517, ap. 1, b. 1, 1. 180.

144 PACEVICIUS, P. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybés..., p. 72.

45 The term ‘situational motivation’ has been proposed by Robert Rush for describing the motivation of
soldiers to survive in combat. - RUSH, Robert Sterling. Hell in Hiirtgen Forest. The Ordeal and Triumph of
an American Infantry Regiment. Lawrence, KS, 2001, pp. 280, 332.

46 JOKUBAUSKAS, V. Gyvenimas ir mirtis..., p. 375.

147 PAULIUKAS, A. Op. cit., p. 231.

148 SUKYS, Antanas. Du mediniai ir trys geleZiniai kryZiai. Atsiminimai i Lietuvos nepriklausomybés kovy 1919-

1921 metais. London, 1964, p. 231.

Kaltinimo aktas apie 3-iojo péstininky pulko 2-os kulkosvaidziy kuopos kareivj Igng Brazdzitng,

1921-01-05. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 2339, I. 6.

Nusprendimas [Antanui Baibokui], 1921-01-17. LCVA, f. 527, ap. 2, b. 7, |. 4; Tardymas [Antano Baiboko],

1920-12-02. LCVA, f. 527, ap. 2, b. 7, 1. 8.

SAFRONOVAS, V. The War Is Not Over?..., p. 21.

%2 Various sources provide different numbers of soldiers’ deaths in combat, deaths from injury, and
deaths from disease. According to data from the Military Medical Service, from 1919 to 1920 a total
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The numbers of deaths caused by disease were so great that at one point soldiers
were buried in mass graves.'s

At the beginning, when the army was still in its infancy, there were more cases of
desertion because soldiers were left with insufficient supplies of food and clothing,
lived in unsatisfactory conditions, and had to suffer constant hunger, cold and fre-
quent bouts of illness.”™* The provision of supplies to soldiers was a pressing issue
for armies in their formative stages. The Lithuanian case was no exception.'® During
the first year of the country's independence, there were great difficulties in supply-
ing the army with food and clothing, as well as preventing disease.’® Food shortages
led some in command to resort to unorthodox solutions. A general in the Lithuanian
armed forces writes in his memoirs how he allowed his soldiers to go home for three
or four days in the hope that /[...] those good mothers would provide their sons with
a few tasty morsels as they returned to their regiments, and that we, who had stayed
behind, could also benefit from them.””>” Some slight relief was provided by new
recruits coming to their newly assigned military units. They shared the food they
had brought from home.™>® At issue was not just the quantity of food, but the quality
of the food as well. The army inspector frequently received complaints about food
products that had spoiled (mouldy bread, grain containing bran, rotten herrings)
and rations of unvarying and poor-quality food.’ It was no wonder then that in late
1920, the minister of defence approved a set of instructions on how to bake bread.®®

of 1,980 soldiers serving in the Lithuanian armed forces died (984 in combat, 133 from injury, and
863 from disease). - INGELEVICIUS, Valdas; USAS, Juozas; OZELIS, Kazys, et al. Karo sanitarijos tarnyba
1918-1928. Masy Zinynas, 1928, nr. 45, p. 521, 526, 530. A similar number of soldiers’ deaths from dis-
ease to the one reported by the Military Medical Service was also presented in a report issued by the
Lithuanian armed forces. The report indicates that 837 privates died of infectious and non-infectious
diseases. - Zinios apie nuostolius Zmonémis kare su bolSevikais, bermontininkais ir lenkais, 1927-06-30.
LCVA, f. 929, ap. 3, b. 651, |. 42. Meanwhile, according to data provided by BalciGnas, a military officer
who served in the Lithuanian armed forces during the interwar period, a total of 1,401 soldiers from the
Lithuanian armed forces died in combat during the Wars of Independence (1919-1923), while 297 sol-
diers died at the front from infectious diseases. It should be noted that this data only refers to the
deaths of Lithuanian armed forces soldiers who died at the front and only of infectious disease. - BAL-
CIONAS. Masy kariuomeneés Sventés turinys ir prasme. Karys, 1935-11-23, Nr. 47, p. 1125.
SUKYS, A. Op. cit., p. 150.
154 SNIUKSTA, P. Op. cit., p. 6.
155 Latvia and Estonia also had difficulties in providing troops of supplies. - Cf. CIGANOVS, J. Op. cit., pp. 12-
13; KOPYTIN, I. Op. cit., s. 7, 9.
PACEVICIUS, P. Lietuvos kariuomenés dezertyrai nepriklausomybés..., p. 77.
GRIGALIUNAS-GLOVACKIS, Vincas. Generolo atsiminimai. 11-111 dalys. Ats. red. Gintautas SURGAILIS. Vil-
nius, 2017, p. 33.
158 JAKSTYS, G. Op. cit., p. 59.
1% |sakymas Lietuvos kariuomenei Nr. 282, 1920-05-25. LCVA, f. 384, ap. 1, b. 23, I. 83; |]sakymas Lietuvos

kariuomenei Nr. 413, 1920-08-23. LCVA. f. 328, ap. 1, b. 23, I. 250.
160 |nstrukcija duonai kepti, 1920-12-21. LCVA, f. 384, ap. 1, b. 23, |. 367-368.
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Food was not the only shortage soldiers had to face: weapons and clothing were
in short supply too. Soldiers’ wages were meagre.’®" Memoirs of the time provide
accounts of soldiers walking around barefoot because not everyone had shoes and
clothing.’®? Unit inspections conducted by order of the command revealed that the
uniforms of soldiers, especially new recruits, were in poor shape. Most soldiers wore
their own clothes and only had one set of undergarments. Not all soldiers had uni-
form hats or bandages.'™ On 21 November 1919, a priest wrote the following in
his diary: ‘In Panevézys, greater murmurs of discontent can be heard among the
soldiers each time. They are clothed poorly and appear to be half naked."® Some
of the soldiers who opted to run away justified their actions by pointing to the poor
provision of supplies in the army and their own poor health.'® When soldiers did not
return to their units on time once leave had ended, they explained they had been
ill at home and had had to look after their health. It was often the case that soldiers
treated themselves because they did not have enough money to call a doctor.'®®

The army reflected the patriarchal practices prevalent in society at the time. Soldiers
were viewed as immature children that commanders (superiors) had to continually
discipline and train. Relations between commissioned officers, non-commissioned
officers and soldiers were often accompanied by abusive behaviour. Non-statutory
relations devolved into bullying, name-calling, sometimes physical and psychologi-
cal abuse and threats.’®” Corporal punishment, for example whipping, was a wide-
spread method of teaching lessons and punishing soldiers.'®® Soldiers who had run
away from the Disciplinary Company'®® stated that they did so because of the cruelty
and various forms of torture and beatings they endured from their superiors.’” The
army was also incapable of eliminating the bad practice of using soldiers for farm
work on the family farms of officers. Soldiers were used as errand boys by officers’

®1 Taking into account the social status of soldiers, wages were considered one of the main motivating
factors for serving in the army. - BERKOVICH, I. Op. cit., p. 13.

162 | jetuvos spaudos biuro pranesimas, 1919-08-12. LCVA, f. 516, ap. 4, b. 1, 1. 93.

163 Jsakymas Lietuvos kariuomenei nr. 486, 1920-11-19. LCVA, f. 328, ap. 1, b. 23, I. 338.

164 PAULIUKAS, A. Op. cit., p. 109.

%5 Antano Alseikos malones prasymas Respublikos Prezidentui, 1931-02-20. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 60,
[.1-1 ap.

1% Parodymas [Antano Gailiaus], 1932-04-13. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 978, |. 26; Tardymas apie pabégimg is
kariuomenés inZinerijos bataliono kareivio TiSkausko Juozo, 1920-02-25. LCVA, f. 1502, ap. 1, b. 83, I. 6;
Tardymas [Dominyko Streiko], 1920-03-15. LCVA, f. 507, ap. 4, b. 3622, I. 3; Naujoko Antano Dovydo
prasymas Keédainiy m. ir apskr. karo komendantui, 1920-04-21. LCVA, f. 527, ap. 2, b. 10, I. 7.

167 JOKUBAUSKAS, V. Causes of Death..., p. 119; JOKUBAUSKAS, V. Gyvenimas ir mirtis..., p. 335, 365.

168 RASTIKIS, Stasys. Kovose dél Lietuvos. Kario prisiminimai. | dalis. Los Angeles, 1956, p. 143.

1% The Disciplinary Company was formed in April 1920, in part because of the substantial numbers of
runaways.

70 Antano Alseikos malonés prasymas Respublikos Prezidentui, 1931-10-04. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 60, |. 22-
22 ap.
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wives, and as personal servants and assistants to superiors, even though this was
not allowed.™"

Soldiers also ran away from the army because they found it difficult keeping to mili-
tary order and routine.’”? Another reason for deserting the army was the desire to
avoid the consequences of crimes committed and other violations of law. Soldiers
who had committed crimes deserted because they feared punishment.'” Occasion-
ally, soldiers would steal from farmers'’* or participate in looting.'”® It was possible
that the decision to run away from the army was based on several factors. These
factors included the fear of punishment for stealing, looting, and crimes related to
military service, longing for close ones, disease, and various family-related factors.'”®
Some soldiers ran away from the army on more than one occasion. Systematic at-
tempts to run away from the army are illustrated by the example of one runaway.
He ran away the first time because he had got married and needed to do farm work
at home. The second time, the soldier stayed with relatives and acquaintances. The
third time, he returned home and spent time recuperating from illness."” Conscripts
were not the only ones to run away from the army, men who had enlisted voluntarily
also did so. Some volunteers ran off without fully understanding why,"”® while others
were disappointed with military service and the strict discipline it involved: they had
expected military life to be better.’® A third group believed that they had served long
enough and left of their own accord.®°

There were many ways to evade service and run away from the army. Typically, sol-
diers ran off when a suitable opportunity presented itself, or when there was less su-
pervision. Such opportunities came up during battle, on guard duty, on assignments,
or during hospital visits. It was often the case that soldiers who were admitted to
military health-care institutions did not return to their units on being discharged.
They justified their decision by saying that they needed more time to recuperate at
home. If a soldier’s actions were deemed not to have the intention of evading mili-

71 JOKUBAUSKAS, V. Gyvenimas ir mirtis..., p. 335, 364.

72 Antano Alseikos malonés prasymas Respublikos Prezidentui, 1931-10-04. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 60,
I. 5-5 ap.

Kariuomeneés teismo nutarimas Nr. 2, 1932-02-25. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1232, |. 17; Kaltinamojo tardymo
protokolas Nr. 1, 1920-07-29. LCVA. f. 507, ap. 4, b. 1010, |. 14.

74 Tardymas [Juozo Sakalausko], 1920-09-22. LCVA, f. 507, ap. 4, b. 3321, 1. 9-10.

175 Kaltinimo aktas apie kareivj 10-os baterijos Jong Taraseviciy, 1921-09-12. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 3879, 1. 11.
Kariuomeneés teismo nutarimas nr. 2 [Juozui Guzauskuil], 1932-02-25. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1232, 1. 17.
Kaltinamasis aktas apie kareivj 4-os kuopos 3-iojo péstininky D. L. K. Vytauto pulko Izidorj Dailyde,
1920-06-04. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 748, 1. 3.

78 Nusprendimas [Juozui Taraseviciui], 1922-01-28. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 3879, |. 22.

179 Kaltinimo aktas dél 8-ojo péstininky K. K. Vaidoto pulko eilinio Emilio Kabakerio, 1924-02-02. LCVA, f.
507, ap. 4, b. 1544, 1. 2.

Kaltinimo aktas apie 2 p. D. L. K. Algirdo pulko 8-os kuopos kareivji Dominikg Streikg, 1920-11-28. LCVA,
f. 507, ap. 4, b. 3622, 1. 2.
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tary service completely, they were punished only for not reporting to their post.'® It
was often the case that soldiers were late to return, or never returned at all, to their
units when they were granted leave.'® Thus, one of the most popular ways of run-
ning away from the army was to not return after being on leave.'s?

Deserters concealed their identity by using forged documents (pasting their own
pictures and changing the information in documents).'® One runaway soldier made
use of a passport he found on the street and replaced the owner’s picture with his
own. The forged document allowed the deserter to live in hiding more easily in the
Klaipéda region and find employment in manor houses.'® There were other instanc-
es of forged documents. One soldier was illegally released from the army when he
presented a birth certificate that indicated his date of birth as 1895. The birth certifi-
cate was consciously altered with the knowledge that men born in that year were not
drafted. The local priest helped uncover this deception.'® When the police searched
their homes, carried out requisitions or stopped them to check their documents,
deserters presented names and surnames that were not their own.'®’

Some soldiers attempted to evade military service by pretending they were ill, or
injured themselves on purpose. Others were recognised as being of unsound mind
(schizophrenia, dementia).'®® One conscript chopped off the index finger of his right
hand in a bid to evade military service.’ One memoir tells of soldier who shot him-
selfin the hand to avoid the draft. In this particular case, the court had no mercy and
imposed a death sentence on the defendant.’ Instances of soldiers injuring them-
selves during their military service, especially through the careless use of weapons,
were especially carefully investigated.”' The Military Penal Law on the Evasion of

18

Parodymas [Antano Gailiaus], 1932-04-13 d. LCVA, f. 507, ap. 4, b. 978, |. 26.
'8 Kaltinimo aktas apie kareivj Gudy bataliono Vaclova, Jurgio sainy, Janonj, 1920-05-25. LCVA, f. 507, ap. 4,
b. 1429, I. 7; Skirstomojo etapo punkto eilinio Kalvéno Romualdo kaltinamasis aktas, 1926-05-10. LCVA,
f. 507, ap. 4, b. 1636, |. 12; 5-0jo péstininky D. L. K. Kestucio pulko nerikiuotés kuopos Kupés Beno tar-
nybos lapas, 1920-01-02. LCVA, f. 507, ap. 4, b. 2032, |. 2; Kaltinamojo [Antano Kairiak3¢io] protokolas,
1920-08-27. LCVA, f. 507, ap. 4, b. 1658, I. 19-20.
TAMOSIUNAS, A. Op. cit., p. 93.
Kaltinimo aktas apie kareivj Gudy bataliono Vaclova, Jurgio stiny, 1920-05-25. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1429,
I. 7; Sintauty milicijos sargybos vado protokolas [dél Prano Jucaiciol, 1920-04-08. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5,
b. 1370, I. 8.
'8 Kariuomenes teismo | nuovados tardytojo nutarimas nr. 1 [Antanui Alseikai], 1930-05-03. LCVA, f. 483,
ap.5,b.60,1.2
Kaltinimo aktas apie Artilerijos pulko 1-os baterijos kareivj Valdg Micky, 1920-11-26. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5,
b. 2492, 1. 6.
Kaltinimo aktas apie Drausmés kuopos kareivj Kazj Slekj, 1921-02-28. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 3772, |. 3.
ISvada byloje apie 9-tos baterijos kareivj Antang Kairiakstj, 1924-05-06. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1658, |. 147.
Kaltinimo aktas apie 3-iojo péstininky pulko Atsargos kuopos kareivj Vincg Paskeviciy, 1920-10-26. LCVA,
f. 483, ap. 5, b. 2778, I. 3.
SUKYS, A. Op. cit., p. 277.
Armijos teismo valstybés gynéjo rastas Aviacijos dalies vadui [dél Pranckaus], 1920-08-20. LCVA, f. 483,
ap. 5, b.3009, I. 3.
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Service identified the most frequent ways of evading military service. These were the
presentation of false evidence regarding health issues, other deceptive actions with
a view to avoiding military service, intentional self-harm or other types of damage
to health, and incitement to desert. The law also mentions desertion on assignment,
after release from hospitalisation, and joining the enemy ranks."?

The authorities searched for runaways in the homes of their family members, rela-
tives and close acquaintances. Runaways found employment on farms or made a
living through trade.’™ The search for runaways was a long process, especially if
soldiers fled abroad. Deserters departed for the USA, Germany,'* Poland, Latvia,
France, Mexico and the Klaipéda region.'® True deserters, of Polish or German de-
scent, fled to Poland and Germany. There were also deserters who joined the enemy
ranks.’” These were typically young soldiers who had not served two months in
the army. Deserters were met with a greater punishment if they deserted during a
time of conflict, especially if they defected to the enemy, did not admit their guilt,
or committed several crimes at once (looting, theft, misappropriating army assets,
selling weapons, or were responsible for missing weapons). For the failure to report
to one’s post during a time of war, if it was a first-time violation, soldiers were penal-
ised with one to six months in jail. For desertion during war, soldiers were penalised
with four to 20 years of hard labour in prison, or a life sentence.’® However, severe
penalties failed to prevent soldiers from making the decision to run away from the
Lithuanian armed forces in 1919 and 1920.

192 Kariskiy baudziamasis jstatymas dél karo tarnybos vengimo. Laikinosios vyriausybés Zinios, 1920-02-06,
Nr. 19, p. 3.

193 Kariuomenés teismo Il nuovados tardytojo rastas Kamajy nuovados virsininkui [dél Kosto AliSausko],
1931-11-20. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 44, . 77 ap.; Sintauty milicijos sargybos vado protokolas [dél Prano
Jucaicio], 1920-04-08. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1370, I. 8.

194 Vokieciy tautybés dezertyrai begdavo | Vokietijg. Liudininko kvotos protokolas [dél dezertyro Adolfo

Heringio], 1935-02-22. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1261, . 17.

Kariuomenes teismo nutarimas Nr. 1 [Henrikui Jablonskiui], 1926-10-28. LCVA, f. 483, ap. 5, b. 1458, I. 2;

Sprendimas Lietuvos Respublikos vardu, bylos Nr. 77 [Nestorui Skackovui], 1927-02-26. LCVA, f. 483,

ap. 5, b. 2924, 1. 43.

1% |, e. Generalinio Stabo Kanceliarijos skyriaus virSininko pareigas telefonograma Vietinés kariuomenés
brigados vadui su Generalinio Stabo rezoliucija: ,reikalinga sustabdyti iSvaziavimg Saukiamy kariuo-
meneén”, [no date]. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 1, b. 380, I. 81; Kretingos apskrities virSininko praneSimas vidaus
reikaly ministrui, 1921-02 -17. LCVA, f. 10, ap. 1, b. 74, 1. 200-201. Kariuomenés teismas, pasirémes Karo
jstaty rinkinio XXIV kn. 951 str., ieSko pasislépusiy nuo tardymo ir teismo. Vyriausybés Zinios, Il dalis,
1932-10-21, Nr. 245, p. 10-12.

197 Sgrasas karininky, gydytojy, karo valdininky ir kareiviy, pabégusiy i$ Lietuvos armijos j lenky

puse, 1920-04-20. LCVA, f. 929, ap. 4, b. 155, I. 77.

Kariskiy baudziamasis jstatymas dél karo tarnybos vengimo. Laikinosios vyriausybés Zinios, 1920-02-06,

Nr. 19, p. 3.
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Conclusions

In the first few years after the First World War, a whole host of reasons led soldiers
not to enlist in the Lithuanian armed forces. Some men simply did not identify with
the idea of the independent Lithuanian state and lacked a sense of collective soli-
darity. The institutions responsible for the implementation of the draft were newly
established and still lacked experience. Their efforts to locate eligible men who failed
to show up at the conscription office and deserters from the army were feeble. There
were also instances of bribery and forged documents. Finally, some soldiers were
under the influence of groups that did not support loyalty to the Lithuanian state.

Even though the strategies behind the evasion of military service and desertion have
some similarities, individual reasons for the reluctance to serve also emerge. Many
soldiers made the decision to run away on encountering the reality of military ser-
vice. In the formative stages of the army, soldiers were very affected by the poor
conditions of service, shortages of supplies, and the poorly defined relationships
between the ranks. Other reasons for desertion were related to the uncoordinated
efforts of responsible institutions in searching for runaways, the vaguely defined
legal liability for desertion, and the undeveloped case law.

Eligible men who did not enlist fled to other countries or stayed in Lithuania and
lived in hiding in the homes of their relatives or acquaintances. True deserters, of
Polish or German descent, fled to Poland and Germany. Those who had already
enlisted fled further afield, to the USA, Latvia, France and Mexico. In order to avoid
military service, soldiers resorted to malingering, self-harm, and forging documents.

During the 1919-1920 period, every fifth conscript did not show up at the conscrip-
tion office. On average, every third conscript received an exemption from military
service. The varying numbers of eligible men who did not enlist in different districts
of Lithuania point to the fact that there was not equal support across the country
for the Lithuanian armed forces and the idea of the Lithuanian state they repre-
sented. In districts that produced noticeably higher numbers of eligible men who
did not enlist, fewer conscripts were exempted from service. In this way, institutions
responsible for executing the draft solved the problem of procuring manpower for
the army. The number of eligible men who did not show up at the conscription office
was identical to the number of men that was required to fully man the Lithuanian
armed forces.

Inaccuracies in determining the scale of desertion in previous research were the re-
sult of researchers frequently attributing numbers of draft-age men who did not en-
list in the army to the category of deserter. Indeed, the number of runaway soldiers
does not reflect the scale of the evasion of military service. The number of cases of
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desertion recorded in documents does not indicate the true number of deserters,
because some soldiers ran from the army more than once. Available statistical data
allows us to conclude that the number of cases of soldiers running away from the
Lithuanian armed forces in 1919-1920 amounted to over 6,000. This demonstrates
that the scale of desertion was not as great as previous studies have suggested
(20,000).

To stem the flow of soldiers deserting the army, the government introduced more
severe legal measures. However, in the short term in 1919 and 1920, this only had a
minimal effect on reducing the scale of desertion.
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TARNAUTI AR ISSISUKTI? KARO PRIEVOLES VENGIMAS LIETUVOJE 1919-1920 METAIS

Nerijus Cernius

Santrauka

Kaip jau yra parode ankstesni tyrimai, kuriant Lietuvos kariuomene Nepriklausomybés
karo salygomis, savanoriskas vyry jsitraukimas nebuvo pakankamas. Vyriausybei reikéjo
pasitelkti ir kitus badus kariuomenei komplektuoti. Tai tapo priezastimi 1919 m. kovo 5 d.
jvesti karo prievole ir pradeti vykdyti naujoky Saukima. Taciau jgyvendinti §j kariuomenés
komplektavimo badg karo sglygomis nebuvo lengva, nes Lietuvos vyriausybé nekontro-
liavo visos teritorijos, j kurig pretendavo. Be to, karo prievolés jvedimas kele jtampa. Lie-
tuvos kariuomene vis labiau komplektuojant prievartinémis priemonémis, paaiskejo, kad
dalis vyry tarnauti kariuomeneéje vengia. Pastebima dalis Saukiamujy j naujoky émimo
komisijas neatvykdavo ir slapstydavosi. Tokiy buvo penktadalis visy j karo prievolininky
sgrasus jtraukty asmeny. Kiti, j kariuomene priimti ir joje jau tarnaujantys, po kurio lai-
ko iS kariuomeneés pabégdavo. 1919-1920 m. pabégimo iS Lietuvos kariuomenés atvejy
buvo ne maziau kaip 6 tokstanciai (pabégimo iS kariuomenés skaicius, lyginant 1919 ir
1920 m. duomenis, turéjo tendencijg mazeéti).

Sis straipsnis detaliau nagrinéja karo tarnybos vengimo priezastis ir badus Lietuvoje 1919-
1920 metais. Straipsnyje tai daroma karo tarnybos vengusius asmenis suskirstant j tris



JOIN UP OR EVADE? THE EVASION OF CONSCRIPTION IN LITHUANIA, 1919-1920

grupes. Pirmoji, tai j naujoky sarasus jtraukti, taciau j Saukimo komisijas neprisistate vyrai.
Antroji, tai j kariuomene jau priimti, bet j komendantQras neprisistate vyrai. Trecioji, tai j ka-
riuomene priimti ir i$ jos pabége kariai. Panasiai karo tarnybos vengusius asmenis skirsté ir
karinés administracijos atstovai Lietuvoje laikotarpiu tarp dviejy pasauliniy kary.

Tyrime daromos iSvados, kad apsisprendimui neiti j Lietuvos kariuomene pirmaisiais me-
tais po Pirmojo pasaulinio karo jtakos turéjo virtiné priezasciy. Dalis vyry tiesiog nesitapa-
tino su savarankiSkos Lietuvos valstybés idéja ir stokojo kolektyvinio solidarumo jausmo.
Institucijos, vykdZiusios karo prievolés administravimg, buvo naujai jsteigtos ir dar neturéjo
pakankamai darbo patirties. Jos vangiai vykdeé j kariuomene nestojusiy naujoky ar i$ ka-
riuvomenés pabeégusiy kariy paieska. Bata ir kySininkavimo, dokumenty klastojimo atvejuy.
Naujoky nenorg atlikti karo prievole lémé atskyrimas nuo Seimos ar rutininio gyvenimo,
baimé Zati, bati suZeistam ar suluoSintam kovy metu. Pagaliau dalj Zmoniy veiké lojalumo
Lietuvos valstybei nepalaikiusios grupés, skleidusios prieSisSkg propagandg ir agitacija.

Nors vengimo tarnauti kariuomenéje ir pabégimo i$ kariuomenés strategijos buvo pa-
nasios, ryskéjo ir individualts kariuomenéje tarnaujanciy kariy nenoro tarnauti motyvai.
Apsisprendima beégti i$ kariuomenes lémeé kariy susiddrimas su tarnybos realybe. Kariuo-
menés formavimosi stadijoje labai veiké prastos tarnybos salygos, reikiamo aprapinimo
trokumas (kariai stokojo maisto, aprangos, gyveno blogomis sglygomis, kenté nuolatinj
alkj ir Saltj, daZnai sirgdavo), netinkamai apibrézti subordinaciniai santykiai. Kitos bégimo
iS kariuomenés priezastys susijusios su nekoordinuota atsakingy institucijy veikla orga-
nizuojant ir vykdant pabégusiy kariy paieska, neaiskiai teisiskai apibrézta atsakomybe uz
dezertyravima ir nesusiformavusia teismine praktika.

Slapstydamiesi j kariuomene neatvyke naujokai iSvykdavo j uzsienj arba likdavo Lietuvo-
je, bet apsistodavo namuose pas gimines ar kitus asmenis. Tikrieji dezertyrai, lenky ar
vokieCiy tautybés, bégo j Lenkijg ar Vokietijg. Karo tarnybg jau atliekantieji bégo ir j kitas
uzsienio Salis - Jungtines Amerikos Valstijas, Latvijg, PrancQzijg ar Meksika. Siekdami is-
vengti karo tarnybos, kariai simuliuodavo ligas, Zalodavo save ir klastodavo dokumentus.

Siekdama suvaldyti karo prievolés vengimo reiskinj, valdzia émeési griezty teisiniy prie-
moniy. Taciau per trumpa 1919-1920 m. laikotarpj Sios padareé tik minimaly poveikj, kad
sumazinty Saukiamuyjy neatvykimo j naujoky émimo komisijas ir dezertyravimo is kariuo-
meneés masta.

187





