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INTRODUCTION

In the introduction to Volume 28 of Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis in 2014,
| wrote: ‘As is shown by the military conflict in the Ukraine, the intensifying military
activities in the Baltic Sea region, the manoeuvres on the borders of Lithuania, and
the revived military rhetoric in Europe, the theoretical considerations of preparation
for the defence of a small country under conditions of a hybrid war, and historical re-
search into paramilitarism, are not such a distant military phenomenon as medieval
knights or linear combat tactics are.”" A decade later, the overall security situation
in Europe has deteriorated further, culminating in the full-scale invasion of Ukraine
by the Russian army in February 2022. The war in Ukraine has not only intensified
the debate on what the military security of Eastern Europe (and the Baltic States)
should look like. Reflection has turned into concrete action, such as reviewing re-
gional defence strategy and priorities, increasing defence funding, and countering
hybrid threats. For the first time since the end of the Second World War, the German
military factor has re-emerged in the Baltic region. With the threat to the security of
the Baltic States, issues of the historical experience, military and civilian resistance,
freedom struggle narratives, voluntary military service, citizens' (dis)loyalty, effective
military action, and mission command on the battlefield, take on a new meaning.

The results of the First World War, the revolutions in Russia (1917) and Germany
(1918), and the collapse of the empires, were all major events that changed the lives
of the peoples of the east Baltic Sea region, and paved the way for the creation of na-
tion-states in the region. However, their goals had yet to be realised, as an independ-
ent state was only one of the alternatives to the political development of the region,
alongside those that Germany and Russia were trying to impose. At that time, France
and Britain, the victors in the Great War, were doubtful about the independence of
the Baltic States. Bolshevik Russia wanted to advance world revolution by military
means, while Germany had plans to maintain its influence in the Baltic region.

At the end of 1918, units of the Red Army invaded Estonia and Latvia, and only en-
countered major resistance in northern Estonia. In southern Estonia and in the part
of Latvia that was still under German control, the German authorities handed over
towns to the Red Army without a fight. In January 1919, the Latvian Socialist Soviet
Republic was proclaimed, which was effectively part of Soviet Russia. On 5 January
1919, the Red Army captured Vilnius, where the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
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ment of Workers and Peasants of Lithuania was established. Much in the same vein
as one year ago, when the Bolsheviks and their supporters took Helsinki and the
southern part of Finland.

Concerned about the situation in the east, the German military leadership began to
build up a defensive line in Courland and west Lithuania in January 1919. Attention
to the Baltic region of Germany, which, according to a British diplomat, was ‘a crucial
bulwark against the spread of Bolshevism',? intensified when the combined forces
of the 6th Reserve Corps, under the command of General Rudiger von der Goltz,
prevented the Red Army from advancing further.

The Germans traditionally had their own intentions in the Baltic region. General RU-
diger von der Goltz, for whom the Baltic Germans were almost the only defenders
of these territories and of European civilisation, was convinced that it was worth
Germany keeping Courland and other parts of Latvia under its control, even if the
local population, devastated by the war and the depredations of the German armies,
would support the Bolsheviks, for although the war had devastated the country, it
was still a living land, and about the only place where it was possible to requisition
food from the population.?

The wars of independence in the Baltic reached a turning pointin the spring of 1919.
On 21 April, Polish troops pushed the Bolshevik forces back from Vilnius, while Lithu-
anian troops, supported by the Germans, drove the Red Army forces out of Lithu-
ania. In May, the Estonian army advanced into Russian territory in the north and on
the southern front, together with a brigade of the Latvian army, broke through into
the Aloksne district, and reached the River Daugava near Jekabpils. On 22 May 1919,
German and Latvian troops under General von der Goltz drove the Bolshevik forces
out of Riga. Although there were still battles to be fought with the retreating Bolshe-
vik troops and with the troops of Pavel Bermondt-Avalov, and the Lithuanians were
still fighting Polish troops, a turning point in the spring of 1919 meant that by the
end of 1919 it was no longer Germany or Soviet Russia, but the governments of Lith-
uania, Latvia, and Estonia that were in control of the situation in the eastern Baltic.

What synergies can potential allies create on the battlefield? How can the local popu-
lation be motivated to join the army? How to lead troops effectively? What were the
loyalties of the non-dominant ethnic groups (Jews and Germans), and was it possible
to involve them in the defence of the nation-states? What role did voluntary para-
military and auxiliary aid organisations play during the war of independence? As the
changing security situation in the Baltic region today shows, these questions are not
merely rhetorical.

2 KISSINGER, Henry. Diplomacy. New York, 1994, p. 271.
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INTRODUCTION

Issues surrounding military action in the Baltic region after the end of the First World
War are addressed in the present collection of articles, which is limited to events in
the period 1918 to 1920, although these limits are crossed in some cases.

Historians have already argued that the Great War was prolonged in Central and
Eastern Europe, that the ‘wars after the war’, or the ‘Second Great War’, as Jay Winter
put it,* the conflict that Winston Churchill called ‘the wars of the pygmies' after ‘the
war of the giants' was over, continued. The research by the authors of this publica-
tion shows how the peoples of the Baltic States were able to win and defend their
freedom under complicated conditions on their own and with the help of their allies,
so that they were able to build an independent future free from the influence of
outsiders.
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[VADAS

2014 m. Zurnalo ,Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis” 28 tomo jvade rasiau,
kad ,Kaip rodo karinis konfliktas Ukrainoje, suaktyvéjes karinis aktyvumas Baltijos
jaros regione, manevrai Lietuvos pasienyje ir Europoje atgijusi militaristine retorika,
teoriniai svarstymai, kaip reikia rengtis mazy 3aliy gynybai hibridinio karo salygomis,
bei istoriniai paramilitarizmo tyrimai néra toks tolimas praeities karybos reiSkinys
kaip Viduramziy riteriai ar linijiné kovos taktika"'. Reikia konstatuoti, kad praejus
deSimciai mety bendra saugumo padétis Europoje tik pablogéjo, o jos kulminacija
tapo 2022 m. vasario ménesj jvykes plataus masto Rusijos kariuomenés jsiverzimas
j Ukraing. Karas Ukrainoje suaktyvino svarstymus, koks turi bati Ryty Europos (ir
Baltijos Saliy) karinis saugumas. Teoriniai pasvarstymai virto konkreciais veiksmais,
susijusiais su gynybos strategijos regione ir prioritety perzitra, finansavimo gyny-
bos reikmems didinimu ir kova su hibridinemis grésmemis. Pirmg kartg po Antrojo
pasaulinio karo pabaigos Baltijos regione vél atsirado Vokietijos karinis veiksnys. 13-
kilus grésmei Baltijos regiono Saliy saugumui, istorinés patirties, karinio ir pilietinio
pasiprieSinimo, kovos uz laisve naratyvai, savanoriSkos karinés tarnybos, Saliy pilie-
iy (ne)lojalumo, efektyvaus karinio veikimo bei tikslinio vadovavimo masio lauke
klausimai jgyja naujg prasme.

Didziojo karo rezultatai, revoliucijos Rusijoje (1917) ir Vokietijoje (1918), imperijy su-
byréjimas buvo esminiai jvykiai, pakeite Baltijos jaros rytinio regiono tauty gyveni-
ma bei sudare prielaidas Siame regione sukurti nacionalines valstybes. Taciau Sias
prielaidas dar reikéjo realizuoti, kadangi nepriklausoma valstybe buvo viena i poli-
tinés raidos alternatyvy Salia ty, kurias Siam regionui buvo numaciusios Vokietija ar
Rusija. Tuo metu Baltijos Saliy savarankiSkumas keélé abejoniy karo nugalétojoms -
Pranca@zijai ir Britanijai. BolSevikiné Rusija sieke testi pasauline revoliucijg karinémis
priemonémis, o Vokietija turéjo plany islaikyti jtakg Baltijos regione.

1918 m. pabaigoje Raudonosios armijos daliniai jsiverzé j Estijg ir Latvijg, kur didesnj
pasipriesinimga sutiko tik Siaurés Estijoje. Piety Estijoje ir Vokietijos dar kontroliuoja-
moje Latvijos dalyje vokieciy valdzia be masiy atiduodavo miestus Raudonajai armi-
jai. 1919 m. sausj buvo paskelbta Latvijos Soviety Socialistiné Respublika - faktiskai
Soviety Rusijos dalis. 1919 m. sausio 5 d. Raudonoji armija uzémé Vilniy, kuriame jsi-
karé Lietuvos laikinoji revoliucine darbininky ir valstieCiy vyriausybé. Panasiai, kaip
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pries vienerius metus, kai bolSevikai ir jy reméjai uzéme Helsinkj ir pietine Suomijos
dalj.

Susirpinusi padétimi rytuose, 1919 m. sausio ménesj vokieciy kariné valdzia pra-
dejo kurti gynybines linijas KurSe ir vakarineje Lietuvos dalyje. Vokietijos, kuri, anot
vieno brity diplomato, buvo ,gyvybiskai svarbus pylimas pries bolSevizmo plitimg"?,
démesys Baltijos Salims padidéjo, VI rezervo korpuso vado generolo Rudigerio von
der Goltzo vadovaujamos jungtines kariuomenés pajegoms sustabdzius tolesnj Rau-
donosios armijos zygj.

TradiciSkai vokieciai Baltijos regione turéjo savo intencijy. Generolas Rudigeris von
der Goltzas, kuriam Baltijos vokieciai vos ne vieninteliai buvo ty Zemiy ir europinés
civilizacijos gynéjai, buvo jsitikines, kad, nors karo ir vokieciy armijy pléSimy nuka-
muoti vietos gyventojai gali remti bolSevikus, Vokietijai verta iSlaikyti Kursg ir kitas
jos kontroliuojamas Latvijos dalis, nes, nors ir nualintas karo, krastas yra gyvybingas
ir vos ne vienintele vieta, kur dar galima gauti kg pavalgyti ir iS gyventojy paimti
maisto produkty?.

1919 m. pavasarj jvyko esminis |0Zis Baltijos Saliy nepriklausomybeés karuose. Len-
kijos kariuomené balandzio 21 d. iSstimé bolSeviky pajégas i Vilniaus, o lietuviy
kariuomenés dalys, padedamos vokieciy, stimé Raudonosios armijos pajégas is Lie-
tuvos. Geguzés meénes;j Estijos kariuomeneé Siauréje pasistimeé j Rusijos teritorijg, o
pietinéje fronto dalyje kartu su Latvijos kariuomenés brigada prasiverze AlGksnés
rajone ir pasieké Dauguvos upe netoli Jekabpilio. 1919 m. geguzés 22 d. generolo
von der Goltzo vadovaujama vokieciy ir latviy kariuomené iSvijo bolSeviky pajégas
iS Rygos. Nors lauké masSiai su besitraukianciomis bolSeviky pajégomis, Pavelo Ber-
mondto-Avalovo daliniais, o lietuviy - dar kova su Lenkijos kariuomenés daliniais,
1919 m. pavasario l0zZis Iémé, kad 1919 m. pabaigoje Ryty Baltijoje padétj jau kon-
troliavo ne Vokietija ar Soviety Rusija, bet Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos vyriausybés.

Kokj sinerginj vaidmenj gali atlikti potencialios sgjungininkés vykstant kovoms ma-
Sio laukuose? Kaip motyvuoti vietos gyventojus, paSauktus tarnauti kariuomeneje?
Kaip efektyviai vadovauti karinéms pajéegoms? Koks buvo nedominuojanciy tautiniy
grupiy (zydy ir vokieciy) lojalumas ir ar pavyko jas jtraukti j nacionaliniy valstybiy
gynyba? Koks buvo savanorisky paramilitariniy ir pagalbiniy organizacijy vaidmuo
Nepriklausomybés karo metais? Kaip rodo Siandien Baltijos regione besikeicianti
saugumo padétis, Sie klausimai néra vien retoriniai.

Klausimai, susije su kariniais veiksmais Baltijos regione, pasibaigus Pirmajam pa-
sauliniam karui, yra nagrinéjami skaitytojui pateiktame straipsniy rinkinyje, kuriame
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apsiribojama jvykiais, vykusiais 1918-1920 m., nors tam tikrais atvejais Sios ribos
perzengiamos.

Istoriky darbuose jau jsigaléjo vertinimas, kad Vidurio ir Ryty Europoje DidZiojo karo
baigtis nusitesé ilgiau, kad jvairiuose regionuose toliau vyko ,karas po karo”, ,antra-
sis Didysis karas", anot Jay Winterio*, konfliktas, kurj Winstonas Churchilis pavadino
~pigmeéjy masiais” pasibaigus milziny kovoms. Skaitytojui pateikiamo leidinio auto-
riy tyrimai atskleidzia, kokiomis komplikuotomis sglygomis Baltijos tautoms savo jé-
gomis ir su sgjungininkiy pagalba kariniu badu pavyko iSkovoti ir apginti laisve, kuri
suteiké galimybe be svetimuyjy jtakos kurti savarankiskg gyvenima.
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