ACTA HISTORICA

UNIVERSITATIS KLAIPEDENSIS

EDITOR'S NOTE

This volume of Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis is by no means the first in the
series dealing with the wars in the region on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea
after the Great War. The most recent elaboration on this topic was in Volume 36
(2018). Its introduction also shed a light on the general political context of the region
in the years 1918 to 1920.

However, revisiting this topic seems legitimate, both because of its relevance (espe-
cially in the context of Russia’s ongoing brutal invasion of Ukraine) and because re-
search into military history has recently developed many new aspects in the region.
One of the leading centres for this research today is the Institute of Baltic Region His-
tory and Archaeology at Klaipeda University. This is perhaps the reason why, when
the Lithuanian armed forces launched an initiative in 2023 to organise an internatio-
nal conference on the wars of independence, the Institute was chosen as both the
venue and the co-organiser of the conference.

Most of the articles in this volume are extended versions of papers presented at
the conference ‘Fighs for Freedom in the Eastern Baltic Region after the First World
War' held at Klaipéda University on 5 and 6 October last year. We are grateful to the
Lithuanian armed forces for their cooperation in its preparation, and to the authors of
the volume for their willingness to share their research findings with our readership.

Both the theme of the conference and this book show that, despite their seemingly
antiquated nature, the narratives of the wars of independence are still relevant in
light of current shifts in the broader geopolitical context, especially for countries
bordering Russia, such as Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

Vasilijus Safronovas



REDAKTORIAUS ZODIS

Sis Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis tomas néra pirmas, zurnalo tomy serijoje
aktualizuojantis kary, kurie Ryty Baltijos jaros regione vyko po Didziojo karo, tema.
Paskutinj karta jg plétojome 36-ajame tome (2018). Ten pateiktas jvadas placiau nu-
Svieteé ir visg bendrg Sio regiono 1918-1920 m. politinj konteksta.

Vel grizti prie Sios temos skatina tiek jos aktualumas (ypac besitesiancios brutalios
Rusijos invazijos j Ukraing kontekste), tiek nauji aspektai karo istorijos tyrimuose,
pastaraisiais metais plétojami regione. Vienu svarbesniy tokius tyrimus atliekanciy
centry Siandien yra tapes Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeo-
logijos institutas. Matyt, batent todél Lietuvos kariuomenéje 2023 m. kilus iniciatyvai
surengti Nepriklausomybés karams skirtg tarptautine konferencija, institutas buvo
pasirinktas kaip Sios konferencijos vieta ir organizacinis partneris.

Dauguma j §j rinkinj patekusiy straipsniy yra iSplétotos versijos praneSimy, kurie
buvo skaitomi minétoje konferencijoje ,Kovos uz laisve Ryty Baltijos regione po
Pirmojo pasaulinio karo”, vykusioje Klaipedos universitete praéjusiy mety spa-
lio 5-6 dienomis. UZ bendradarbiavimg jg rengiant esame dékingi Lietuvos kariuo-
menei, 0 uz norg pasidalyti su masy skaitytojais savo tyrimais - visiems Sio tomo
autoriams.

Konferencijos tema, kaip ir i knyga, rodo, kad nepriklausomybeés kary naratyvai, ne-
paisant sensteléjusios jy prigimties, tebéra aktualds, ypac (atsizvelgiant j dabartinius
poslinkius platesniame geopolitiniame kontekste) su Rusija besiribojanciose Salyse,
tokiose kaip Suomija, Estija, Latvija ir Lietuva.

Vasilijus Safronovas



