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EDITOR'S NOTE

Established in 1992, for almost a decade the Centre for West Lithuanian and Prus-
sian History, the predecessor of the Institute of Baltic Region History and Archaeol-
ogy at Klaipéda University, was one of the most ambitious Medieval history research
centres in Lithuania. The output of the centre included S.C. Rowell's monograph
Lithuania Ascending, published by Cambridge University Press, a central reference
work on the history of Central and Eastern Europe, a study by Alvydas NikZentaitis
on Medieval Lithuanian society, and several other publications in various languages.
After a certain pause around the year 2000, the development of the area was again
advanced by Marius S€avinskas, who prepared his doctoral dissertation and contin-
ued his research activities at the institute. The theme of the present set of articles
was his idea. He also brought together authors from a variety of institutions, in the
Czech Republic, Poland, Lithuania and Ukraine. Their contributions provide a multi-
angled look at warriors, one segment of Slavic and Baltic societies in the Middle
Ages. Readers of Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis are thus returned to the is-
sues discussed in the fifth volume of the series, expanding them from pre-Christian
Lithuanian society to the wider Slavic and Baltic world.

[ would like to express my gratitude to all the contributors, and hope that the issues
they raise will be a point of reference for further research.

Vasilijus Safronovas

REDAKTORIAUS ZODIS

1992 m. Klaipédos universitete jsteigus Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos ins-
tituto pirmtaka - Vakary Lietuvos ir Prasijos istorijos centrg, beveik deSimtmetj tai
buvo viena stipriausiy Lietuvoje viduramZiy istorijos tyrimy jstaigy. Tarp tuo metu
pasirodziusiy Centro publikacijy - standartiniu veikalu Vidurio ir Ryty Europos is-
torijos tyrimuose tapusi ,Cambridge University Press” iSleista S. C. Rowello mono-
grafija ,Lithuania Ascending”, Alvydo Nikzentaicio studija, skirta viduramziy Lietuvos
visuomenei, daugelis jvairiomis kalbomis paskelbty straipsniy. Po tam tikro vakuu-
mo, kuris apie 2000 m. susidaré viduramziy istoriniy tyrimy srityje Klaipédoje, juos
atnaujino Institute daktaro disertacijg parenges ir moksline veiklg toliau plétojantis



Marius S¢avinskas. Jis pasidlé ir $io straipsniy rinkinio tematikg, jai jgyvendinti su-
baré autorius, dirbancius Cekijos, Lenkijos, Lietuvos, Ukrainos mokslo jstaigose. Jy
straipsniai padeda j kariauninky sluoksnj slavy ir balty visuomenése pazvelgti skir-
tingais pjaviais, o serijos Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis skaitytojus grazina
prie V tome nagrinéty klausimuy, iSplésdami spektrg nuo ikikrikscioniskos Lietuvos
visuomeneés j platesnj slavy ir balty pasaulj.

Dékodamas visiems autoriams uz bendradarbiavima, viliuosi, kad jy iSkelti klausimai
taps atskaitos tasku tolesniems tyrimams.

Vasilijus Safronovas



