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ABSTRACT

In January 1919, the Army of Soviet Latvia (ASL) emerged out of Red Army units fighting on
future Latvian territory. Until its dissolution in early June 1919, units of the ASL participated in
a war that covered areas claimed by both the Latvian and Lithuanian governments. The article
aims to reevaluate the campaign in northern Lithuania in the first half of 1919. Until today, the
fighting on the left flank of the ASL has been seen as a secondary front, and therefore usually
overlooked. The article explores the plans of the ASL, the forces involved, and the actual warfa-
re. Attention is also paid to events behind the front line, and the activities of the Soviet Latvian
authorities in Lithuania.
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ANOTACIJA

1919 m. sausio men. iS Raudonosios armijos daliniy, kovojusiy basimojoje Latvijos teritorijoje,
susiformavo Taryby Latvijos kariuomeneé (TLK). Iki likvidavimo 1919 m. birzelio pradzioje Sios
kariuomenés junginiai dalyvavo kare, apémusiame regiong, j kurj pretendavo ne tik Latvijos,
bet ir Lietuvos vyriausybés. Straipsnyje siekiama naujai jvertinti TLK kampanijg Siaurés Lietu-
voje 1919 m. pirmojoje puséje. Iki Siol kovos, vykusios TLK kairiajame flange, buvo laikomos
antraplaniu frontu, todél joms nebuvo skiriama daug demesio. Straipsnyje gilinamasi j TLK
planus, analizuojami koviniai daliniai ir karo eiga. Taip pat kreipiamas démesys j jvykius fronto
uznugaryje ir Tarybinés Latvijos valdZios veiksmus Lietuvoje.

PAGRINDINIAI ZODZIAI: Raudonoji armija, Taryby Latvijos kariuomené, Latvijos ir Taryby Rusi-
jos karas, Lietuvos ir Taryby Rusijos karas.
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The First World War ended on 11 November 1918 with the signing of the Armistice
at Compiegne. Two days later, Soviet Russia annulled the Treaty of Brest with Ger-
many, which had resulted in vast territories of the former Russian Empire being
occupied by Germany. In the middle of November, the Red Army began gradually
heading west from the German-Russian demarcation line.

On 9 December 1918, after negotiations with the local German Soldiers' Council, the
Pskov Rifle Division of the Red Army marched into Daugavpils. From there, it turned
towards Lithuania, heading in the direction of Kaunas." Meanwhile, in Latvia, the
Red Army was concentrating its forces to take Riga. All the Soviet units fighting in
Latvia (the Latvian Soviet Riflemen’s Division, the 2nd Novgorod Rifle Division, and
some smaller units) were combined into the Latvian Army Group. The Army of Soviet
Latvia (ASL) was formed on 4 January 1919, the day after Riga was occupied, on the
basis of the Latvian Army Group.?

The ASL participated in the war, not only in Latvia but also on Lithuanian territory,
until it was dissolved in early June 1919. The aim of this article is to reevaluate the
campaign in northern Lithuania in the first half of 1919. Until today, the fighting on
the left flank of the ASL has been seen as a secondary front, and therefore usually
overlooked.

Strategic considerations

After the capture of Riga, a large gap formed between the ASL and the Western Army
with the Pskov Division on its right flank. The main forces of the ASL were concen-
trated in Riga, and the reserve near Krustpils. To fill this gap, Jukums Vacietis, the
commander-in-chief of the Russian armed forces (and the former commander of the
Latvian Riflemen'’s Division) sent the Special International Rifle Division to Daugavpils
under the leadership of Mikhail Okulov. It came under the control of the ASL, with
the task of attacking in northern Lithuania and maintaining contact with the Western
Army. The division formed the Left Column of the ASL, or the Panevézys Group. Its
task was to attack in the direction of PanevéZys, and then Siauliai, and to head to-
wards East Prussia if it was successful.

In addition to the International Division, some units of the Soviet Latvian Riflemen’s
Division had already been in northern Lithuania since the middle of January. The

' The division was very weak. Its battle composition at the end of November 1918 was only 761 bayonets.
In Daugavpils it was greatly supplemented and on its way to Lithuania it had already 2,473 bayonets,
65 sabres, 78 machine guns, 9 cannons and 8 planes. See: BANTYLUNC-KEMAUTUC, ®enukc.
IpaxaaHckas BoriHa B JlIntee B 1919 rogy. BoliHa u Pesosroyus, 1929, kH. 7, c. 88.

2 SILINS, Janis. Padomju Latvija, 1918.-1919. Riga, 2013, 148. Ipp.
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Riga-Jelgava-MaZeikiai-Liepaja railway line, which crossed Lithuanian territory, was
very important for the implementation of successful operations in Western Latvia.
The Special Operations Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment (later renamed the 10th Soviet
Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment), and later the 3rd Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment, at-
tacked along this railway.

As the situation changed in the spring of 1919, and the ASL switched from attack to
defence, the strategic importance of northern Lithuania increased even more. The
security of Daugavpils, the main support base of the ASL, depended on a success-
ful outcome in northern Lithuania. The headquarters of the ASL, its stores, reserve
formations and an important transport hub linking Riga with Soviet Russia, were
located there. Therefore, the ASL used all possible reserves for the defence of Dau-
gavpils, and eventually also took the Soviet Lithuanian Division (formerly the Pskov
Division)® under its operational control. Lithuania also played an important role in
supplying the army and the population with food, which was very scarce in Latvia.

The International Division before being sent to Lithuania

The International Division was the main ASL force operating on Lithuanian territory
in January 1919. Its formation began in Moscow in November 1918,* using reserve
militia units that were combined into the 2nd Moscow Workers’ Division. As the
name suggests, it was formed mainly from conscripted workers from Moscow. The
division had only 350 volunteers, which was less than 10% of its composition.® It
should be noted that, even according to Soviet evaluations, call-ups that took place
at the end of 1918 were generally unsuccessful: many recruits tried to avoid military
service; there was a shortage of uniforms, footwear and food; and the morale of
recruits was low. An anti-Bolshevik spirit and the presence of ‘bourgeois elements’
were also found in the International Division.®

The division started being sent to the front in December, before it was complete,
when not even half the rear institutions and most of the combat units had been
formed. Despite the fact that the formation of the rear institutions had begun in
Moscow on 4 November 1918, the task was not complete due to the incompetence
of the Moscow district military commissariats. On 17 November, when the newly

3 The Pskov Rifle Division was renamed the Lithuanian Division on January 21, 1919.

4 On 2 December 1918, the Division gained its new name - the Special International Rifle Division.

> BonpocHWK Bbiclwed BoeHHOW wuHcnekuun Paboueir m KpecTbAHCKOV apmun, [He AaTMpoBaH].
Poccutickuli F'ocydapcmeeHHsili 8oeHHbIl apxus (Russian State Military Archive, hereafter PIBA), ¢. 1042,
on. 1, a. 144, n. 58.

6 Tpuka3 HavaNbHMKA KPacHbIX pe3epBHbIX MUANLEACKMX YacTer, 18 Hoabpa 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 1042,
on.1,4.1,n23.
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formed institutions came under the authority of the divisional headquarters, it
turned out that almost nothing had been done.” The work of the supply detachment
was difficult to implement in the field, due to the lack of transport, and the food
stores, artillery and light riflemen’s weapons arsenal, and sanitary facilities were not
complete. In these circumstances, the initial idea to use the division's supply depart-
ment to meet the needs of the Latvian Army Group was unrealisable.®

The Cheka® followed the formation of troops carefully. The assembled soldiers de-
manded a pay rise, and responded very negatively to the announcement that the
regiment would be sent to the front. Discipline in the regiment was weak: soldiers
arrived late at the barracks (mainly when food was distributed), played cards while
on duty, and rarely took part in training exercises.’® Out of 1,800 people in the 39th
Workers’ Regiment, over 200 were considered ill, and only a little over 500 had even
basic training."

On 12 December, the 39th Workers’' Regiment of the division was the first to be
sent to the front (to the Dryssa-Dysna-Polotsk district east of Daugavpils), as it was
considered the best prepared for battle.’ It was decided to send the entire division
to the front gradually, but the process was significantly hampered by the lack of
wagons. The 1st Battalion of the 39th Workers' Regiment left Moscow with 370 men
on 14 December, and the 2nd Battalion with 474 men and the third echelon with
300 men left in the evening of the next day. The 47th Workers' Regiment began load-
ing on 16 December.’®* The 41st and 60th Workers’ Regiment also left for the front at
the beginning of January. In total, at the end of December, the division was supposed
to consist of 6,361 people, with 31 machine-guns. The composition of the regiments,
at 70% to 75% incomplete, differed considerably from what was foreseen.™ In fact,
the division (especially the combat regiments) existed only on paper.

7 PanopT HaudanbHMKa AMBU3UN HavalbHUKY OMepaTMBHOrO OTAena npwu WTtabe okpyra, 22 Aekabps
1918 r. PIBA, $. 1042, on. 1, 4. 15, n. 10.

8 PanopT HayanbHMKa AVBU3NN HaYanbHUKY ONepaTUBHOrO oTAena okpyra, 22 aekabps 1918 r. PIBA,
¢.1042,0n. 1, 4. 15, n. 5.

° Soviet secret police, official name - The All-Russian Emergency Commission for Combating Coun-
ter-Revolution and Sabotage (in Russian: Bcepoccuiickas 4pesBblyaliHasi KoMuccus no 6opbbe ¢
KOHTppeBositoLmein 1 cabotaxem, HK).

1 Panopt areHTa YK lMNpecHeHckoro paiioHa bopuca YepHoBa o nonoxeHuun B 41-m paboyem noske, [He
fatupoBaH]. PIBA, ¢. 1042, on. 1, 4.1, 1. 3.

" Panopt o xoae ¢popmmpoBaHusa 39-ro paboyero nonka, 5 Hoabpa 1918 r. PFBA, ¢. 1042, on. 1, 4. 1, . 26.

2. Panopt wraba AMBM3UN onepaTUBHOMY OTAeny okpyra, 19 aekabpsa 1918 r. PIBA, ¢. 1042, on. 1, a. 15,
n.13.

* PanopT HauvanbHMKa LWTaba AMBM3NN HaYaNbHWUKY WTaba apmerickor rpynnbl flateuu, 17 aekabpsa
1918 r. PIBA, $. 1042, on. 1, . 15, n. 22, 2206.

4 BonpocHMK Bbiclweli BoeHHOM nHcnekumn Pabouyeli 1 KpecTbsiHCkon apmuu, [He gatupoBsaH]. PIBA,
¢.1042,0n. 1, 4.1, 1. 15; ¢. 1042, on. 1, 4. 144, n. 58.
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On 28 December 1918, the divisional headquarters (chief-of-staff Sergey Belayev)
also left Moscow for Daugavpils.”> The day before, the divisional bakery and the
22nd Light Artillery Battalion 1st Battery left for the front from the Paveletsk Station
in Moscow, but the Engineers’ Battalion left from the Kursk freight station. The
soldiers were in a bad mood when departing for the front. Very few wanted to leave
the comfortable life of Moscow. This also included the divisional commanders. For
example, chief of the divisional artillery called Rostovtsev disappeared from Moscow
before the departure for the front, sending himself on a mission to Syzran, and was
declared a deserter."”

The International Division in Lithuania

After arriving in Daugavpils in early January 1919, the divisional headquarters and
rear institutions were located in Daugavpils, but the troops moved to Panevézys, and
thence to Siauliai. The division moved forwards very slowly, despite all the urging
from the army leadership to be more active. The ASL's intention to cut off the Ger-
man forces in Latvia from East Prussia was not accomplished, even despite the fact
that there were no enemies in the way. The division proceeded very slowly (up to
ten kilometres a day), and in addition, did not involve all the forces (the 41st Work-
ers’ Regiment was kept in reserve in Daugavpils).'® In January 1919, the division had
a combat strength of about 3,000 bayonets, 31 machine-guns, and four howitzers."

All occupied districts of Lithuania formally came under the authority of the Lithu-
anian Revolutionary Soviet Government (established on 8 December 1918, its chair-
man was Vincas Mickevicius-Kapsukas). However, its ability to govern these territo-
ries was very limited, and unwarranted actions were taken by the rear institutions
of both the International Division and the ASL. This was particularly the case in the
acquisition of food, for the Soviet forces lacked it badly. The army requisitioned food
from the local population.

However, in spite of the requisitions, the Soviet forces could initially even expect a
rather welcoming attitude from the locals. After the Red Army reached Siauliai at
the end of January, the Zemaic¢iy (Samogitian) Regiment was formed from local com-

> PacnopsbkeHue o BbIMONHeHWM Npukasa MnaeBkoma, 27 gekabpsa 1918 r. PIBA, ¢. 1042, on. 1, 4. 15, n. 1.

® PanopTbl 0 BbIABVXEHWUN YacTell ANBU3UK, KOHel, Aekabps 1918 r. PIBA, ¢. 1042, on. 1, 4. 15, n. 2, 3.

7 3asBneHue WTaba AMBU3UM KOMUCCapy MOCKOBCKOrO BOEHHOr0 OKpyra, [He aaTupoBaH]. PIBA, ¢. 1042,
on.1,a.15, n. 23.

'8 PanopT HavanbHMKa ANBU3UM HavanbHUKY WwWTaba Apmun CoseTtckoii Slateuu, 3 aHBaps 1919 r. PIBA,
¢. 200, on. 3, 4. 582, n. 18.

19 BANTYLINC-XEMAMTUC, ®. Op. cit,, c. 95.
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munists and their supporters. The basis of the regiment was the unit of Red Guards
which had seized the city on 9 January 1919.

The Red Army offensive in the Baltics ended at the end of January 1919. This was
determined to a large extent by the failure of the Soviet forces in Estonia. The Esto-
nian national units there defeated the 7th Army of Soviet Russia, and forced the ASL
to abandon Valka, cutting rail links between Riga and Pskov. Consequently, the ASL
was forced to switch from offensive to defensive actions. In Western Latvia, the front
reached the banks of the River Venta.

As the strategic situation changed, the ASL leadership decided to reorganise its forces.
The International Division was reformed on 30 January into the 2nd Rifle Division of
Soviet Latvia, supplementing it with some already-existing and newly formed Latvian
regiments. The 39th Regiment was renamed the 12th Latvian Rifle Regiment, the 41st
Regiment the 14th Latvian Rifle Regiment, the 47th Regiment the 11th Latvian Ri-
fle Regiment, and the 60th Regiment the 17th Latvian Rifle Regiment. The Liepaja
Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment (renamed the 13th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment), which
had recently arrived in Daugavpils, was transferred to the International Division.
The new division also included the Special Operations Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment,
which operated in northern Lithuania, and was renamed the 10th Latvian Riflemen’s
Regiment. Three newly formed regiments were also included in the division: the 15th
Latgale Riflemen’s Regiment (formed in Daugavpils), the 16th Regiment (formed in
Riga, and later in Ventspils), and the 18th Regiment (formed in Jelgava). A decision
was made to situate the division’s reserve battalion in Jelgava, and to form one more
brigade headquarters, and several cavalry, artillery and rear units.?°

Atthe end of January 1919, the movement towards the west stopped. The Internation-
al Division held a more than 50-kilometre-long position, from TirkSliai near MaZzeikiai
to Saukeénai 30 kilometres southwest of Siauliai. The division was unable to move fur-
ther, as it had met some resistance. The German Iron Brigade had gathered to the
west of Mazeikiai, but the German 1st Guards Reserve Division units and the first Ger-
man Freikorps began to arrive in northern Lithuania at the beginning of February.

The reform of the International Division as the 2nd Soviet Latvian Rifle Division should
theoretically have improved the situation of the Soviet forces in northern Lithuania.
First of all, it could expect to receive new troops in the near future. Secondly, already-
existing small workers' regiments were supposed to be replenished with volunteers
and recruits from Latvia. There were hopes of overcoming the supply problems. The
leadership of the ASL had clearly been discriminating against the International Divi-
sion regarding supplies. Priority was given to units that fought in Latvia, even more

20 §ILINS, Janis. Padomiju Latvijas armijas skaitliskais sastavs un ta izmainas no 1919. gada janvara Iidz
janijam. Latvijas Kara muzeja gadagramata, 2010, XI s€j., 31. Ipp.
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so as the International Division could be transferred to the control of the Lithuanian-
Belorussian Soviet Army at any moment. Therefore, to a large extent, the Soviet units
in Lithuania had to look after themselves. This meant requisitioning food from the
locals, which further aggravated the attitude towards the Bolsheviks.

Also, representatives of the Soviet Latvian authorities looked to Lithuania for food. There
was a shortage of food in Latvia, and in many places a famine even set in; therefore, the
Latvian Bolsheviks tried to obtain food in the territories that had been taken over by the
ASL. This even led to a conflict at government level, as the Lithuanian-Belorussian govern-
ment disagreed categorically with Latvian arbitrariness. The Latvian Soviet government
received complaints about the unwarranted actions of ASL units and the transport of
food to Latvia. On 7 February, JoniSkis council announced it was prohibiting the transport
of grain to Latvia, until the conclusion of a cross-border agreement.?'

On 16 February, the Latvian Food Commissariat approached the government of Soviet
Lithuania with a request to allow the transport of food products in agreement with
local executive committees. Given the disastrous food shortage in Latvia, the govern-
ment of Lithuania accepted this request. It agreed on condition that the food was not
bought (the value of money had dropped sharply), but exchanged for other goods. In
addition, the government of Lithuania demanded a prohibition on the army carrying
out food requisitions. Latvia agreed to these terms after long deliberations, and the
food supply from Lithuania resumed. On 11 March, the government of Soviet Latvia
announced a ban on the ASL acquiring food and transporting it from Lithuania. Subse-
qguently, the Lithuanian-Belorussian Soviet government allocated a 20-kilometre-wide
border zone to Latvia, where Latvians could make food purchases.?

The operation of the Army of Soviet Latvia in Lithuania in February

The ASL conducted an inspection in the former International Division at the end of
February. This was apparently done because it planned to open an offensive in the
direction of Liepaja and East Prussia at the beginning of March.? In addition, the
army had only a very rough idea of the situation in the division.

The 10th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment (923 people, with 13 machine-guns) operated
in northern Lithuania along with the regiments of the former International Rifle Divi-
sion. As a matter of fact, the 3rd Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment was located in Lielezere,

21 §ILINS, ). Padomju Latvija..., 140. Ipp.

2 |bid.; Tenerpamma komuccapy npogosonscteusa JICCP, 11 mapta 1919 r. Latvijas Valsts véstures arhivs
(Latvian State Historical Archives, hereafter LVVA), P-8 f., 1. apr., 16. ., 6.-7. Ip.

2 §ILINS, J. Padomju Latvija..., 178. Ipp.; Mpuka3 wTaba PBC Apmun CoseTckoii SlaTeuu, 1 mapTa 1919 r.
Latvijas Nacionalais arhivs (Latvian State Archive, hereafter LVA), PA-45 f., 2. apr., 263. 1., 36. Ip.
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on the border between Latvia and Lithuania (it was later relocated to Mazeikiai). The
composition of the regiments of the former International Division had grown quite
considerably compared to the beginning of January. For example, there were 1,120
people with 17 machine-guns in the former 39th Workers' Regiment (the 12th Latvian
Rifle Regiment). However, the regiment was depressed, and soldiers often refused to
carry out orders. The two-month period of idleness in the positions had completely
demoralised the troops. Company representatives even threatened to arrest their
commanders if they did not send the troops to the rear to rest. The mood in the 11th
Latvian Rifle Regiment was just as bad. In many places, secret meetings of soldiers
were held, in which communists were not allowed to participate. The situation in the
14th Regiment, which was ordered to guard the Siauliai-PanevéZys railway line, was
better, but it was very small in number (only 163 bayonets).?

Another inspector who went to review the 39th Workers' Regiment in Tirksliai found
that the town had not been occupied. The soldiers had refused to attack, arguing
that the troops were unable to fight. The soldiers threatened to arrest their com-
manders and arbitrarily abandon their positions. Only with some persuasion and
a promise to send the regiment to the rear, and with the threat of being shot, was
the regiment persuaded to attack Tirksliai. A Latvian inspector found the same situa-
tion in the 47th Workers' Regiment.? The division’s 1st Brigade headquarters, which
still was not completely formed after several months, was located in Siauliai. The
divisional headquarters was in Panevézys, but it did not even know where its 3rd
Brigade actually was.?® The division was also supported by independent Lithuanian
units, but the inspector considered them unreliable, because they consisted of many
young and untrained volunteers, who would run away when the first shots were
fired. Many of them had enlisted for reasons of self-interest.?’

At the end of February 1919, the numbers of the Panevézys Group were still relatively
low: a total of 1,992 bayonets, with 52 machine-guns. The group had only one artillery
battery, with two howitzers.?® The units were located at great depth along a wide front.
The small regiments were isolated from each other, and were afraid of being sur-
rounded at any time. The division’s signals battalion was in the rear in Daugavpils, but
it had almost no means of communication at its disposal. In the end, the battalion was
mainly involved in organising dancing parties.? However, the division itself did not

2 Panopt nHcnekunm Apmun CoseTckol J1aTBumn Kommnccapy BoeHHbIx gen JICCP, 14 mapTa 1919 1. PIBA,
. 200, on. 1, 4. 159, n. 353.

% Panopt nHcnektopy Apmun Cosetckoit Jlateuun, 6 mapta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 1, . 159, n. 356.

% |bid., n. 358.

27 |bid., n. 35806.

% PanopT nHcnektopa aptuanepun Apmun CoBeTckor JlaTBUM HavanbHMKY WTaba apmun, 26 pespans
1919r. LVA, PA-45f,, 2. apr., 33. 1., 57.-60. Ip.

2% PanopT KoOMaHAupa 3arpagoTpsaga nHcnektopy Apmun Coetckoid Slateun, mapT 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200,
on. 1, 4. 159, n. 230, 23006.
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show great responsiveness towards the military authorities, and operated in a rather
independent way. For example, it ignored the requests of the ASL inspector to pro-
vide information on the composition of its units, or provided only very approximate
figures.®® The supply of the army was hampered by the very slow change of railway
lines from the German gauge to the Russian gauge. As a result, the regiments of the
International Division received almost no reinforcements. The units even lacked sup-
porters and money, not to mention certain commodities, such as sugar.®

Of all the forces of the PanevéZys Group, more than a third (700 bayonets) were con-
centrated in the Zemaiciy Regiment. There were about 1,000 people in total, but later
only about half could be sent to the front. The regiment was formed in a hurry from
local Bolshevik supporters, but they were very poorly trained. The fighting skills of
the regiment were very low. This was proven by the very first military operation in
which it participated. At the end of February, the Panevézys Group tried to take TelSiai
with an attack of the 1st Battalion of the 39th Workers Regiment. At the same time,
the Zemaiciy Regiment went to Luoké, ten kilometres southeast of TelSiai. Tel3iai was
taken without a struggle, but the 1st Battalion of the Zemai&iy Regiment was unex-
pectedly attacked by a German unit on 27 February. The battalion scattered at the first
sound of machine-gun fire, lost 150 people, and fled to Siauliai, leaving its treasury to
the enemy.> This failure alarmed the leadership of the International Division, who
even wanted to flee PanevéZys, but did not know where to go.?

Battles of the Army of Soviet Latvia in Lithuania in March

Anti-Bolshevik forces began their offensive in Kurzeme and northern Lithuania on
3 March 1919. It should be noted that the attack was not unexpected. For example,
a member of the ASL inspection received information about it at the end of February
at the headquarters of the 2nd Soviet Latvia Rifle Division in Panevézys. The divi-
sion’s leadership predicted that the attack would begin on 1 March, and it would not
be possible to stand up to it, due to the lack of forces and poor communications.3*

These expectations were fulfilled completely. In a few days, the ASL front in Kurzeme
and northern Lithuania collapsed. The 1st Guard Reserve Division suddenly attacked

30 Otyet o gencTBUN nHcNekunm Apmun CoseTckol Jlateuu B anpene 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 1, a. 159,
n. 225, 12906.

31 PanopT nHcnekumn Apmun CoseTckor JlaTBuun Kommnccapy BoeHHbIx gen JICCP, 14 mapta 1919 1. PIBA,
. 200, on. 1, 4. 159, n. 353.

32 PanopT nHcnektopy Apmun CoseTtckoi JSlatBum, 6 mapta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 1, a. 159, n. 35806;
BANTYLLUNC-KEMANTUC, . Op. cit., c. 98.

3 Panopt nHcnektopy Apmun Cosetckoii JlatBuun, 6 mapta 1919 1. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 1, . 159, n. 358.

3 Ibid., n. 358 06.
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Tirk3liai, and the Iron Division attacked MaZeikiai on 3 March. The 12th Rifle Regi-
ment in Tirksliai was completely defeated, and, abandoning both howitzers (all the
division’s artillery), hastily withdrew towards Siauliai. Seeing its neighbours with-
draw, the 11th Rifle Regiment also withdrew from Saukénai to Siauliai.*> Panic also
struck the 17th Rifle Regiment waiting in the rear in the Siauliai-Radviliskis area,
which, along with the other retreating units, went arbitrarily towards Panevézys.
There were even cases when soldiers opened fire on commanders who tried to stop
them fleeing.¢

The attack by the German Iron Division on Mazeikiai, defended by the 3rd Latvian
Riflemen’s Regiment, was not so successful. Admittedly, the Germans occupied the
town easily at the beginning, but after a counterattack by the ASL, with support
from an armoured train, they were forced to withdraw. A new attack on Mazeikiai
by the Iron Division and the 1st Guard Reserve Division followed from three sides
on 5 March. This time, the 3rd Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment was forced to withdraw
in the direction of Laizuva and Renge, leaving behind the 5th and 6th Companies;
however, they later broke out of the encirclement.?”

After leaving MaZzeikiai, a wide gap appeared between the ASL Jelgava and Panevézys
Groups which was not protected. Local communists and their supporters were
armed, in order to hold back the German attack. The ASL tried unsuccessfully to stop
the enemy’s offensive on 8 March near LaiZuva, but was forced to retreat to Zagare.
At that time, the ASL forces in Lithuania were no longer able to put up any resistance
to the attackers, and the German advance was only hindered by their small num-
ber of units. Panic also took over the divisional headquarters, which moved from
PanevéZys to Joniskis, to escape further in the direction of Riga if necessary.

The collapse of the front in Lithuania was a source of concern for the ASL leadership,

as it was afraid of a possible further German advance, going around Jelgava and

Riga from the south and east to surround all the forces on the left bank of the River

Daugava. The ASL did not have the resources to hold the front in northern Lithuania.

In order to save the Panevézys Group, the ASL's 18th Regiment and the 2nd Cavalry

Troop of the 1st Moscow Separate Cavalry Squadron were sent to Siauliai from Jel-

gava. The 8th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment in Jelgava was also joined by the 5th Com-

pany of the Zemaiciy Regiment who had fled to the town.3® On 9 March, one of the

35 BANTYLUUC-KEMANTUC, ®. Op. cit., c. 98; PENIKIS, Martins. Marta uzbrukums no Ventas [1dz Lielupei.
Latvijas Kareivis, 1931, 9.dec., 2. Ipp.

36 XKypHan BoeHHbIx gencteuii Apmun Cosetckor JlatBum, 7 mapta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 3, 4. 232,
n.47.

37 OnepaTuBHas cBogka Apmuun CoseTckold Jlateuun, 5 mapTta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 3, a. 173, n. 45;
. 200, on. 3, A 232, 1. 48.

38 KALNINS, Fridrihs. 8. Latvju strélnieku pulka kaujas Kurzemé. Kaujas Zagares un MeZu muiZas rajona.

In Latvju strélnieku vésture. Il s&jums, 2. dala: Strélnieki Padomju Latvija. Atminas un apraksti. Red. Latvju
strélnieku véstures komisija. Maskava, 1934, 309. Ipp.
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few army reserves arrived in Jelgava, the 8th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment, consisting
of four companies. The regiment was ordered to retake Siauliai, which had been
abandoned by the Bolsheviks on 11 March. The Vitebsk Cheka Regiment Battalion
was also sent from Daugavpils to reinforce the Panevézys Group. It moved forwards
together with the armoured train in the direction of KurSénai on 9 March, but after
meeting the enemy it scattered and fled. Regiments of the 4th Rifle Division (the
31st, 32nd and 33rd Regiments) were also sent to help the Panevézys Group, arriving
gradually in Daugavpils from Russia.*

Realising that the reason for the collapse of the Panevézys Group was mainly the lack
of discipline and low morale, the ASL leadership sent the Communist Barrier Troop
unit from Riga to the front in order to restore order. On 9 March, at three o'clock in
the afternoon, 49 communists and 11 militiamen departed from Riga in three trucks.
After arriving in Jelgava, 23 men were sent in the direction of Vecauce to stop the
Vitebsk Cheka Regiment Battalion fleeing to Krimdnas. The other communists went to
Joniskis. They surprised the local council and militiamen there who were about to flee.
Under the threat of being shot, the council was forced to stay in the town. At that time
in Joniskis, there were 15 local Lithuanian militiamen and around 60 armed workers.*

A Latvian called Jansons was appointed village commander. Since Siauliai was oc-
cupied, a unit of Latvian communists went to Panevézys on 11 March. On arriving
in the town of Linkuva, the local executive committee chairman called Sidlovskis
reported that the local bourgeoisie had ‘raised their heads'. The Latvian communists
ordered the most influential and wealthiest kulaks (rich farmers) to be arrested and
held prisoner. The communists managed to capture three kulaks.#’ On 12 March,
nine marauding deserters were arrested in Joniskelis and sent before the Revolu-
tionary War Tribunal of the Panevézys Group. Another revolutionary tribunal was
established in the 2nd Soviet Latvian Division.

By that time, the wave of deserters had already reached Birzai. Local communists
were given the power to disarm, and, if necessary, shoot them. All local workers
and communist supporters were given weapons. Two hundred armed workers from
JoniSkelis were sent to the front, and a few hundred others to the surrounding areas
to catch deserters and stop local rioting.*

On 13 March, a unit of Latvian communists left for Panevézys, which was in total
chaos. A German armoured train had reached Radviliskis on that day, and proceed-

39 XypHan BoeHHbIX gelicTBuii Apmun CoseTckold JSlateuu, 9 mapta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 3, a. 232,
n. 48, 51.

40 PanopT koMaHAmMpa 3arpagoTpssa nHcnektopy Apmun Cosetckoi JSlateum, mapt 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200,
on. 1, 4. 159, n. 226.

41 |bid., n. 22606, 227.

42 |bid., n. 227.
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ed towards Seduva. Nobody kept order in Panevézys, the town had been flooded by
crowds of fleeing soldiers. The railway, telegraph and telephone lines were poorly
guarded, resulting in the town'’s isolation from the outside world. Members of both
the ASL and the War Revolutionary Tribunal of the Western Front had come to estab-
lish order, but that did not help much.*?

The next day, the 31st Rifle Regiment from the reserve of the commander-in-chief
arrived; however, it refused to go to the front. The head of the War Revolutionary
Tribunal, a Latvian called KriSjanis Kramins, together with eight armed assistants,
forced one of the battalions of the regiment into wagons late at night to leave for
the front. From 50 to 60 armed communists were sent together with the battalion
to keep order.*

A Soviet armoured train also arrived in PanevéZys. However, its locomotive was too
small, and the train got stuck on a hill on the way to Seduva in the enemy’s line of
fire. The crew removed the breech of the only cannon, took six machine guns off the
train, and escaped.*

In the end, the Latvian Barrier Unit was forced to admit that it was unable to carry
out its task and stop the fleeing troops. The front could not be held by a few doz-
en armed communists. On arriving on the main deserter's escape route (Siauliai-
Daugavpils), only eight people had remained in the unit.*® Georgy Andreyev, the
newly appointed commander of the division, was described by the Latvian commu-
nists as a ‘tireless old man’, and the chief of the headquarters (a former divisional
commander) Mikhail Okulov was described as a coward and a thief. During the with-
drawal, he disappeared in a car in the direction of Daugavpils, taking along valuable
engravings and silverware from the headquarters.#’” One might ask, though, why
there were valuables in the headquarters of an army unit.

In addition to the 31st Rifle Regiment, the Panevézys Group was reinforced in the first
half of March by the Vitebsk Cheka Regiment Battalion, the recently formed Battal-
ion of the 18th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment,*® and three artillery batteries with eight
cannons. However, the ASL forces in Lithuania had shrunk significantly, even despite
the considerable reinforcements. The 11th and 12th Regiments had lost about a
third of their men in a week, while the Zemaiciy Regiment was completely destroyed.
On 12 March, the Panevézys Group reported that 1,923 bayonets, 69 sabres, 49 ma-

4 Ibid., n. 229.
4 1bid., n. 227.
4 Ibid., n. 228.
4 Ibid., n. 22906.
47 1bid., n. 228.

4 Battle strength of the battalion was 260 men: PanopT nHcnektopa Apmun CoBeTckol JlaTBUM BOEHHOMY
komwmccapy JICCP, Havano mapta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 1, 4. 159, n. 219.
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chine-guns, ten cannons and 536 horses remained in its possession. The total com-
bat composition of the group reached about 3,000 to 4,000 people.*

Bad news continued to arrive from Lithuania in the second half of March. On 16 March,
the 11th Latvian Rifle Regiment arbitrarily left their positions and fled to Panevézys.
Only the commanders of the regiment and some Red Army soldiers remained in po-
sition. To fill the gap, the Combat Unit of the War Revolutionary Tribunal, under the
leadership of a comrade called Kalman, was sent to the front as the last reserve. How-
ever, it also refused to take up position.*® The situation was so bad that the ASL started
the evacuation of Daugavpils, assuming that the withdrawal could continue.

The anti-Bolshevik forces approached Panevézys at the end of March. On 25 March
1919, after a few rounds of artillery were fired on the town, its defenders (the 31st
Rifle Regiment and the 14th Latvian Rifle Regiment) scattered and fled to Kupiskis,
leaving Panevézys in the hands of the enemy.> However, the advance guard of the
Lithuanian army’s Kédainiai Group entered Panevezys only two days later (27 March).

In order to remedy the dangerous situation, the ASL sent the last available reserves
to Lithuania, including the 3rd Battalion of the 15th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment
(formerly the 1st Latgalian Soviet Regiment), consisting of 318 people. This unit, al-
though small in number, was still more disciplined than other units in the Panevézys
Group. On 4 April, the 15th Regiment, the 17th Latvian Rifle Regiment and the Bat-
talion of the Vitebsk Cheka Regiment were included in the assault force that retook
Panevézys, which the enemy did not intend to defend seriously.>? After the reposses-
sion of PanevéZys, the action in Lithuania ended for a few weeks, as the state of the
roads was too bad, and the combat readiness of the Soviet forces was close to zero.

The operations of the Army of Soviet Latvia
in Lithuania in April and May

In the middle of April, the actual numbers of the Panevezys Group reached 14,717 peo-
ple and 2,719 horses. These are not high figures if we take into account the fact that
there were supposed to be 16,771 people and 2,721 horses just in the rear under the
provision of the Daugavpils garrison. In total, there were 47,452 people in the 2nd Soviet

4 TenerpaMma HauanbHMKa OMepaTMBHOroO oTAena wraba Apmum CoBeTckoi JlaTBUM KOMaHAapmy,
19 mapta 1919 r. LWA, PA-45f, 2. apr., 33. 1, 107.-111. Ip.

50 )XypHan BoeHHbIX AeicTBuin Apmun CoseTtckoii SlatBuun, 16 mapta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 3, 4. 232,
n.67,71.

51 XypHan BoeHHbIX geiicTBuii Apmun Cosetckoin Jlateuu, 25 mapta 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 3, 4. 232,
n. 92.

52 XypHan BoeHHbIx geiicTBuiA Apmun CoeTckoit Slateum, 1 anpenst 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 3, 4. 232,
n.107; Latvju strélnieku vésture..., 135. Ipp.
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Latvian Rifle Division, and 9,477 horses, but most of the division were fighting in Latvia.
On 13 April, besides the regiments of the 2nd Soviet Latvian Rifle Division, the Russian
31stand 32nd Rifle Regiments, the Vitebsk Cheka Regiment Battalion, the JoniSkelis Com-
munist Unit, the KupiSkis Communist Unit and four artillery batteries were operating on
Lithuanian territory.*® It should be noted, however, that the local Lithuanian communist
units were very small in number: there were 73 people in the JoniSkélis Communist Unit,
and 89 people in the Kupiskis Unit. By the beginning of May, the 33rd Rifle Regiment, the
98th Rifle Regiment, the 1st Barrier Troops Detachment, the 1st and 2nd Squadron of the
1st Calvary Division, two artillery batteries, and the 3rd Aviation Unit with three planes
and the ASL 1st Armoured Train had also arrived in Lithuania.>*

The food reserves of the division were negligible at this time: only 4,600 poods of
flour (about 75 tonnes) and 9,700 units of tinned food.>® This was only enough for a
couple of days. However, the army inspection found that the commanders greatly
exaggerated the numbers of units in their reports, in order to obtain more food sup-
plies. For example, the Daugavpils garrison turned out to be only 10,000 instead of
16,000 people after an inspection. The inspector conceded that the situation on the
front was even worse.*® In the 33rd Rifle Regiment, 200 ‘dead souls’ were counted,
but in the 45th Workers' Regiment, there were as many as between 400 and 1,500.%7
However, not even deception in reporting the numbers of units could attract enough
supplies, for both the army and the civilian population were desperately short of food.

The Polish army (the Cavalry Group of General Edward Ridz-Smigly) occupied Vilnius
on 23 April, driving out the Red Army. The Poles were very efficient, and managed to
defeat opponents that were superior in numbers. First, near Pabradé, they defeated
the 45th Workers’' Regiment, in which many Latvians were serving. Two hundred
men were taken prisoner, and the regiment fled to Svencionys.®

On 30 April, the Lithuanian Division, which had fallen back to Ukmergé and was cut
off from other units of the Lithuanian-Belorussian Soviet Army, was overwhelmed by
the ASL. There were only 50 to 80 bayonets left in each of the division’s regiments.>
Most soldiers simply deserted. On 10 May 1919, the Lithuanian Division still had

5 In total there were 2,904 bayonets, 74 machine guns and 15 cannons. However, only a small part of the
Panevezys Group was at the front line. On April 17, there were 170 bayonets in the 17th Riflemen Regi-
ment, in the 15th Riflemen Regiment - 220 bayonets, in the 14th Riflemen Regiment - 455 bayonets,
while the Sapper Battalion had 36 people: CoctaB gnBu3un Ha 13 anpens 1919 r. PIBA, ¢. 1042, on. 1,
4. 144, n. 116.

% Coctas avBn3nm Ha 10 masa 1919 . PIBA, ¢. 1042, on. 1, . 144, n. 143.

% 0630p X03511CTBEHHOr0 COBETA O COCTOAHUN Boick, 18 anpens 1919 1. PFBA, ¢. 200, on. 1, 4. 159, n. 162.

5 |bid., n. 16206.

57 OTyeT nHcnekTopa Apmun CoBeTcKoM JlaTBum 0 peBun3nn rapHusoHa Jlayraenunca, 3 mas 1919 r. PIBA,
¢. 200, on. 1, A. 159, n. 136, 137.

%8 PENIKIS, MartinS. Latvijas armijas sakums un cinas Latvija Ifidz 1919. g. jalijam. Riga, 1932, 142. Ipp.

59 BERZINS, Valdis. Latviesu strélnieki cina par Padomju Latviju 1919. gada. Riga, 1969, 179. Ipp.
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3,377 bayonets and sabres, 41 machine-guns and eight cannons.®® The ASL also took
over the Svencionys Group, which had been defeated by the Poles and had with-
drawn from Vilnius to Daugavpils. Consequently, the ASL's front extended for about
100 kilometres, and all of northeast Lithuania came under its control. The need to
defend Daugavpils from the south presented new challenges to the army, which
already lacked reserves.

First, the 18th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment from Rézekne (where it was moved after
the unsuccessful battles near Jelgava) and the ‘Soviet Latvia’ armoured train was sent
to the aid of the Svencionys Group. On 7 May, the Poles surrounded the 18th Latvian
Riflemen’s Regiment, and defeated it. In order to save the situation, the powerful 8th
and 9th Tver Rifle Regiments from Riga were also sent to help. They were followed
by the 17th Latvian Rifle Regiment.®" However, even the involvement of such large
forces did not halt the advance of the enemy (the 1st Infantry Brigade of the Polish
Legion 1st Division with the 5th and 6th Legionary Regiments, and the Poznan Bat-
talion, a total of five infantry battalions, with one and a half artillery batteries).%> On
14 May, the Poles occupied Svencionys, but on the next day the two companies of
the 5th Legionary Regiment took Ignalina in a surprise raid. On the same day, the
ASL leadership summoned the 6th Latvian Riflemen’s Regiment from northern Lat-
via (the Alliksne area) to Daugavpils.®®

On 18 May, units of the Lithuanian army opened an attack on the ASL's Panevezys
Group and the Lithuanian Soviet Division. The next day, the Lithuanians managed to
take Panevézys. The attack was also supported by four Lithuanian planes that fired at
the retreating enemy and at the last train leaving the town with stolen goods. The train
crashed seven kilometres from PanevéZys, due to either the rails being damaged by
Lithuanian guerrillas or a successful air attack.®* The Bolsheviks fled from Panevézys.
In order to save the situation, the 6th Regiment (1,425 people and ten machine-guns)
were sent from Daugavpils, not to Ignalina against the Poles, but to PanevéZys against
the Lithuanians.® It was a comparatively strong and experienced regiment, so that by
moving along the railway line, it managed to retake Panevézys on 21 May. Regaining
the town was the last successful operation by the ASL in its history.

On 22 May 1919, an attack on anti-Bolshevik forces began near Riga. The Bolshe-
viks left the Latvian capital the same day. The Kurzeme front had collapsed, and the
ASL units in Vidzeme also withdrew. On the way to Latgale, about 60% of the ASL's
soldiers deserted. In these circumstances, it was not possible to continue fighting

80 STRAUSS, Wilis. Padomju Latwija un starptautiska kontrrewoluzija. Maskawa, 1931, 79. Ipp.
61 BERZINS, V. Op. cit., 179. Ipp.

2 STRAUSS, W. Op. cit., 101. Ipp.

6 Ibid., 101. Ipp.; BERZINS, V. Op. cit., 181. Ipp.

% PENIKIS, M. Latvijas armijas sakumes..., 145. lpp.

65 BERZINS, V. Op. cit., 184. Ipp.
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in Lithuania, and the PaneveZys Group and the Lithuanian Division, as well as the
Sventionys Group, withdrew to Daugavpils.® On 24 May, the Lithuanian army de-
cided to attack Panevézys again, but there was no enemy there: the Bolsheviks had
hastily withdrawn to the east.

On 7June 1919, Jukums Vacietis, the commander-in-chief of the Russian armed forces,
ordered the Western Front to reorganise the Army of Soviet Latvia into the 15th Army.
The army command was also changed. At that time, the ASL controlled only a small
area of Lithuania around Zarasai near Daugavpils. In the second half of June, the for-
mer 2nd Soviet Latvian Rifle Division was disbanded, including its regiments in the 1st
Latvian Division. Several former regiments of the International Division were incor-
porated into other units of the Red Army: the 12th and 17th Rifle Regiments into the
4th Rifle Division, and the 13th Regiment into the 2nd Brigade of the 11th Riflemen’s
Division.®” Thus, the history of the ASL and its exploits in Lithuania ended.

Conclusions

Looking back at the battles in Lithuania in the first half of 1919, it can be concluded
that their course was determined to a large extent by the low combat capability,
lack of discipline and reluctance to fight of the International Division, the Pskov Divi-
sion, and other Russian units. The Soviet side could also not count on the support
of the local people. Soviet units formed from Lithuanians were small, and even less
combat-ready than the Russian regiments.

The campaign in Lithuania turned out to be fatal for the ASL. The battles against the
Germans, the Lithuanian national units and the Poles exhausted all the reserves
of the ASL, which were much needed for the fighting in Latvia. The catastrophe of
22 May 1919, when the front collapsed and Riga fell in one day, was largely due to
the fact that the ASL no longer had any combat-ready reserves available for fighting.
They were all sent to Daugavpils and Lithuania. Therefore, one could argue that the
fighting in northern Lithuania was much more important in the Red Army’s Baltic
campaign than it was perceived to be before.

% On 3 June 1919, the Panevézys Group had 3,314 bayonets, 277 sabres, 91 machine guns and 21 can-
nons; in the Lithuanian Division - 2,588 bayonets, 270 sabres, 97 machine guns and 6 cannons; in the
Sventionys Group - 2,457 bayonets, 60 sabres, 32 machine guns and 9 cannons: OueHKa YNCNIeHHOCTH
Apmum CoBetckoli Jlateuu, 3 noHsA 1919 1. PIBA, ¢. 200, on. 8, A. 34, n. 43.

7 SILINS, J. Padomju Latvija..., 211. Ipp.; Beinvcka 13 npukasa 15-i apmuu, 30 mioHsa 1919 1. LVA, PA-45 f.,
2.apr., 35.1, 54, 55. Ip.
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RAUDONOJI ARMIJA SIAURES LIETUVOJE 1919 METU PIRMOJOJE PUSEJE
Janis Siling
Santrauka

Praéjus dviem dienoms po to, kai 1918 m. lapkric¢io 11 d. buvo pasirasytos Pirmajj pasau-
linj karg formaliai uzbaigusios Kompjeno paliaubos, Taryby Rusija anuliavo su Vokietija
sudarytg Brest Litovsko taikos sutartj. Ty paciy mety gruodzio 9 d., po deryby su vietine
vokieciy kareiviy taryba (Soldatenrat), Raudonosios armijos Pskovo Sauliy divizija jzygiavo
j Daugpilj. IS ten ji pasuko | Lietuvg ir Zygiavo Kauno kryptimi. Tuo metu Raudonoji armija
telké pajégas Rygai uZimti. Visi jos daliniai, kovoje blsimosios Latvijos teritorijoje, buvo
sujungti j Latvijos armijos grupe. Kitg dieng po Rygos uzémimo, 1919 m. sausio 4 d., jos
pagrindu buvo sukurta Taryby Latvijos kariuomene (TLK).

Siekiant uzpildyti tarp raudonujy pajégu (TLK ir Vakary armijos su Pskovo divizija jos de-
Siniajame flange) susidariusj tarpa, j Daugpilj buvo pasiysta Tarptautiné Sauliy divizija -
pradeéta formuoti Maskvoje 1918 m. lapkri¢io mén. is ten mobilizuoty darbininky, taciau
prastai motyvuoty ir ekipuoty. Gruodzio 12-14 d. ji buvo iSsiysta j frontg netgi nespéjus
baigti formuoti uznugario institucijy. Sausio pradzioje atvykusi j perkélimo vieta, Daug-
pilyje ji tapo pavaldi TLK ir gavo uzduotj pulti Siaurés Lietuvoje siekiant susijungti su Va-
kary armija. Si divizija suformavo vadinamaja Panevézio grupe, turéjusig pulti PanevéZio
ir Siauliy kryptimi, o sékmés atveju verZtis tolyn j Ryty Prisijg, Sitaip atkertant vokiec¢iy
pajégas Kurlandijoje nuo Ryty Prasijos. Pradéje veiksmus Siaurés Lietuvoje, kariai beveik
iSkart pradeéjo atiminéti i$ civiliy maistg, kurio jiems labai trako, ir émesi kity civilius pik-
tinusiy veiksmy. Nepaisant to, bent i$ pradziy ne visur Sios pajégos buvo pasitiktos be
entuziazmo, pvz., Raudonajai armijai pasiekus Siaulius, i$ vietiniy bol3eviky ir jy réméjy
buvo sukurtas Zemaiciy pulkas. Ta¢iau TLK ai3kiai diskriminavo Tarptautine 3auliy divizi-
ja, teikdama prioritetg Latvijos teritorijoje kariavusiy daliy aprdpinimui. Todél Lietuvoje
kariave daliniai didZigja dalimi turéjo rGpintis savimi patys. Tai didino kariy demotyvacija
ir reiSké dar didesnes rekvizicijas i3 vietiniy bei pastaryjy prieSisSka nusiteikima bol3eviky
atzvilgiu.
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Kartu su Tarptautine $auliy divizija Siaurés Lietuvoje nuo 1919 m. sausio mén. vidurio vei-
ké kai kurie raudonieji Latviy Sauliy divizijos junginiai. Sékmingam visy Siy pajégy opera-
cijy vykdymui didZiule reikSme turejo gelezinkelio Ryga-Jelgava-Mazeikiai-Liepoja linija.

Jau 1919 m. sausio mén. daugiausia dél nesekmingy kariniy veiksmy Estijoje TLK turéjo
pasitraukti i$ Valkos, dél to nutrako geleZinkelio transportas tarp Rygos ir Pskovo. Siau-
rés Lietuvoje ir Kurlandijoje raudonieji susiddreé su pasiprieSinimu ir pirmaisiais vokieciy
savanoriy korpusy daliniais. Kovo 3 d. antibolSevikinés jegos pradéjo puolimg. Pakitus
padédiai, TLK turéjo pereiti i§ puolimo j gynybg, bet Siaurés Lietuvos strateginé svarba dél
to dar labiau iSaugo. Nuo sékmingos raudoniesiems karo veiksmy eigos Siaurés Lietuvo-
je priklausé pagrindinés TLK tiekimo bazés Daugpilyje saugumas. Ten buvo dislokuotas
TLK Stabas, kariniai sandéliai, rezervo daliniai, galop tai buvo svarbus transporto mazgas,
siejantis Ryga su Taryby Rusija. TLK neturéjo daug iStekliy frontui stabilizuoti, susidare
su masiniu dezertyravimu ir baiminosi vokieciy daliniy prasiverzimo Jelgavos link. Nors
kovo meén. jai kuriam laikui pavyko sustiprinti Panevézio grupe, galiausiai TLK turéjo mes-
ti visas jégas Daugpiliui ginti ir j savo operacine kontrole perimti taip pat ir Lietuviy (buv.
Pskovo) divizijg. Geguzés ménesj tuo metu jau ir rezervy stokojusiai kariuomenei nauja

iSSakj meté poreikis ginti Daugpilj nuo i piety priartéjusios Lenkijos kariuomenés.

1919 m. geguzés 22 d. antibolSevikinés jégos pradéjo puolimg prie Rygos. Kurso (Kurlan-
dijos, Kurzemés) frontas suiro, o TLK daliniai pasitrauke ir i$ buvusios Liflandijos guber-
nijos (Vidzemes) teritorijos. Pakeliui j Latgalg (buvusig Vitebsko gubernijos teritorijg La-
tvijoje) dezertyravo apie 60 proc. TLK pajégy. Tokiomis aplinkybémis testi masiy Siaurés
Lietuvoje buvo nejmanoma, tad Raudonosios armijos daliniai i$ ten pasitrauké j Daugpilj.
1919 m. birZelio 7 d. Raudonosios armijos vyriausiasis vadas Joakimas Vacietis (Jukums
Vacietis) jsaké Vakary frontui reorganizuoti Taryby Latvijos kariuomene j XV armija. IS
tiesy tuo metu TLK tebekontroliavo tik labai nedidelj plota Lietuvoje, Zarasy prieigose,
prie Daugpilio.

Vertinant masius, 1919 m. pirmojoje puséje vykusius basimoje Lietuvos teritorijoje, aki-
vaizdu, kad jy baigciai didele jtaka turéjo Tarptautinés divizijos, Pskovo divizijos ir kity
Taryby Rusijos junginiy menkas karinis pajégumas, disciplinos stoka ir nenoras kautis.
Raudonieji negaléjo kliautis didele vietiniy gyventojy parama, o i$ lietuviy sukurti daliniai
buvo nedideli ir net dar maziau pajégas kautis nei Rusijoje suformuoti pulkai. Kampanija
Lietuvoje TLK buvo lemiama. MaSiai su vokieciais, Lietuvos Respublikos daliniais ir lenkais
iSsekino visus TLK rezervus, kuriy jai labai reikéjo maSiams Latvijoje. 1919 m. geguzés
22 d. katastrofg, kai Ryga krito per vieng dieng, didele dalimi Iémé tai, kad TLK nebetu-
réjo kautis pasirengusiy rezervy: dauguma jy buvo jau iSnaudota siunciant j Daugpilj ar
Lietuva. Todél galima teigti, kad kovos Siaurés Lietuvoje turéjo daug didesne jtaka visai
Raudonosios armijos kampanijos prie Baltijos eigai, nei manyta iki Siol.



