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EDITOR'S NOTE

This set of articles reminds us of the fundamental social and cultural changes that
were brought about in Europe 500 years ago by the advocates of Church reform, pri-
marily Martin Luther. His views and actions received great support several years af-
ter 31 October 1517, when the University of Wittenberg professor posted his 95 the-
ses, and not only within the Holy Roman Empire. By the beginning of the 1520s,
we can observe active responses to his ideas in the region on the southeast Baltic
coast: in Prussia, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and Livonia. We held an interna-
tional conference in Klaipéda and Birzai on 7-9 September 2017 in order to reflect
on the impact of the Reformation in the area between Tallinn and Gdansk. Klaipeda
City Municipality and the Séla BirZai Regional Museum contributed to this initiative
of the Institute of Baltic History and Archaeology at Klaipeda University. The confer-
ence was supported by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania and the
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Vilnius, as well as by organisations
and private companies that kindly contributed: the German community of Klaipéda,
the Simon Dach House, and the joint stock companies Michaelson Boutique Hotel,
Eurovéjas, Nesé and Friedricho pasazas.

Twenty speakers, from a variety of institutions in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland
and Germany, gave presentations at the conference. Some papers presented at the
conference were made into articles for publication in this book. Only one author in
this publication did not attend the conference.

The topic addressed by the conference and these articles, the long and short-term
effects of the Reformation and the changes it brought about, should be understood
in the wider context of the research interests of the Institute of Baltic Region History
and Archaeology at Klaipéda University. One of our priorities is the study of the im-
pact that changes in Western Europe in the Medieval and Early Modern Period had
on the eastern part of the Baltic region, and its political, economic, cultural and con-
fessional systems. It was a conscious decision not to let this collection be dominated
by research carried out by staff at the Institute, in order to show the international
relevance of our research topics, rather than to highlight our own contribution.

Vasilijus Safronovas



REDAKTORIAUS ZODIS

Sis straipsniy rinkinys skirtas fundamentaliesiems kultdros ir visuomenés poky-
Ciams priminti. Juos prieS 500 mety Europoje sukélé baznytinés reformos skatinto-
jai, pirmiausia Martinas Lutheris. Praéjus keleriems metams po to, kai Vitenbergo
universiteto profesorius 1517 m. spalio 31 d. paskelbé 95 tezes, jo nuostatos ir veiks-
mai gavo didelj palaikymga ne tik Sv. Romos imperijoje. Jau XVI a. 3-iojo de3imtme-
Cio pradzioje stebime aktyvig Siy idéjy refleksijg pietrytinés Baltijos jaros pakrantées
regionuose: Prasijoje, Lietuvos DidZiojoje KunigaikStystéje, Livonijoje. Reformacijos
poveikiui regione nuo Talino iki Gdansko priminti 2017 m. rugséjo 7-9 d. Klaipedoje
ir BirZuose surengéme tarptautine konferencijg. Prie Sios Klaipédos universiteto Bal-
tijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos instituto iniciatyvos prisidéjo Klaipédos miesto
savivaldybe, Birzy krasSto muziejus ,Séla“. Konferencijg paremé Lietuvos Respublikos
kultGros ministerija ir Vokietijos Federacinés Respublikos ambasada Vilniuje, taip
pat savo indélj maloniai jneSusios organizacijos ir privacios bendrovés: Klaipédos
vokieciy bendrija, Simono Dacho namai, UAB ,Michaelson boutique Hotel”, UAB , Eu-
rovéjas”, UAB ,Nesé”, UAB ,Friedricho pasaZas”.

Konferencijoje praneSimus skaité 20 praneséjy is jvairiy Estijos, Latvijos, Lenkijos,
Lietuvos ir Vokietijos mokslo jstaigy. Knyga atsirado daliai autoriy transformavus
konferencijoje skaitytus praneSimus j mokslinius straipsnius. Tik vieno straipsnio
medZiaga konferencijoje nebuvo pristatyta.

Sia proga paZzymétina, kad konferencijos ir straipsniy rinkinio tematika - ilgalaikiai
ir trumpalaikiai Reformacijos poveikiai, Sio judéjimo sukelti pokyciai - suvoktina pla-
tesniame Klaipedos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos instituto
tiriamuyjy interesy kontekste. Viduramziy ir ankstyvyjy naujyjy laiky pokyciy Vakary
Europoje poveikio rytinei Baltijos regiono daliai, jo politiniy, Gkiniy, kultdriniy bei
konfesiniy sistemy raidai tyrimg laikome vienu i$ Instituto veiklos prioritety. Tai, kad
Siame rinkinyje Instituto darbuotojy atliekamy tyrimy pristatymas nedominuoja -
sgmoningas sprendimas, paveiktas siekio labiau iSryskinti to, kg darome, tarptautinj
aktualuma nei demonstruoti savo paciy indel;.

Vasilijus Safronovas
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