FOREWORD

The second volume of Studia Anthropologica, as the first one, discusses issues raised at the
international conference ‘Defining Region: Baltic Area Studies from Socio-Cultural Anthropology
and Interdisciplinary Perspectives’ held at the Klaipéda University (KU), on May 19-22, 2005. The
conference was organized by Institute of Baltic Sea Region History and Archaeology (IBSRHA) in
collaboration with the Center of Social Anthropology of Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas,
Lithuania. More then three dozen participants from twelve different countries shared a strong
commitment to promote an anthropological perspective for a better understanding of the social and
cultural diversity of a rapidly changing Baltic Region, which is increasingly shaped by the global
flow of people, ideas and things.

The conference presented research results that are mostly based on ethnography, reflecting the
current status of Baltic Area Studies.

As the previous volume, Studia Anthropologica 11 focuses on the category of region that was
essential to the conference. The articles have been prepared on the basis of papers delivered at the
conference. In this volume, particular attention is paid to various aspects of the politics and
practices of the disciplines of anthropology and European ethnology, especially on the ‘regional’
forms they have taken in the New Europe, in the Baltic Region and in Lithuania in particular.

In the first chapter entitled ‘Anthropology in New Europe: Lithuanian Case’, Asta Vonderau
(Germany) raises the important question of how consumption and cultural difference can be
analyzed under conditions of rapid social change as is happening in Post-Socialist Lithuania. Ida
Harboe Knudsen (Denmark) presents her investigation of trade and exchange among farmers in a
post-Soviet Lithuanian village. Neringa Klumbyté (USA) studies the pervasive cynicism in the
(USA) writes on a ‘native’ critique of Lithuanian paganism. Gintautas Mazeikis (Siauliai) reflects
on the challenges posed by the concept of ‘imagination societies’ to political anthropology in
Lithuania. Darius Dauksas (Vilnius) examines citizenship as a form of ethnic inclusion and
exclusion in the case of Post-Soviet Lithuania. Linas Svolkinas (Denmark) tells about the strategies
and tactics of defining a new moral behaviour in the public spaces of Vilnius.

Interdisciplinary perspectives and the place of anthropology are discussed in the chapter entitled
‘Revisiting Disciplinary Perspectives’. Vytis Ciubrinskas (Kaunas) reflects on his experience of
and perspective on the fate of social/cultural anthropology in Lithuania, discussing the politics and
practice of the discipline. Victor C. de Munck (USA) questions methodological truisms of the
discipline and discusses a well-known general theory of units of analysis for cultural
anthropologists. Mairéad Nic Craith (North Ireland, UK) presents her insights on the boundaries of
Europe with regard to a political anthropology of the Baltic States.



Valuable research material has been presented about the formation and development of cultural
and ethnic communities in contemporary Europe. Jeanette Edwards (England, UK) addresses the
definition of ‘Euro-’ in ‘Euro-American’ kinship in Lithuania and in the United Kingdom from a
comparative perspective. Oleg Pachenkov (Russia) summarizes issues of ‘ethnicity’, ‘identity’, and
‘multiculturalism’ from the perspective of contemporary social science. Torstein Bach (Norway)
shares his impressions from folklorist field trips in Estonia ‘through the eyes of an anthropologist’.

Together with the authors of this volume we are hopeful for an active collaboration of
Lithuanian and international researchers in both interdisciplinary and particularistic anthropological
studies of the Baltic Region. The category of region would definitely merit a revisiting from
different perspectives, which would add new arguments to an ongoing debate. In conclusion, we
would like to follow Robert Gary Minnich, who, summing up the conference, said that it ‘gave a
solid impression of the current status of Baltic Area Studies’. So as current problems now have
been clearly outlined, new vistas of further research start to open up.

Vytis Ciubrinskas, Rimantas SliuZinskas



PRATARME

Jusy démesiui pateikiame antraji sociokultiirinés antropologijos serijos (Studia Anthropologi-
ca II) toma. Jame skelbiama antroji dalis moksliniy straipsniy, inspiruoty 2005 m. geguzés 19-22
KU BRIAI (bendradarbiaujant su VDU Socialinés antropologijos centru) surengtos tarptautinés
mokslinés konferencijos ,,Baltijos regionas sociokulturinés antropologijos bei tarpdalykiniy studijy
perspektyvoje* (‘Defining Region: Baltic Area Studies from Socio-Cultural Anthropology and In-
terdisciplinary Perspectives’) praneSimy bei ten vykusiy aktyviuy diskusijy. Orientuojantis i tarptau-
ting leidinio skaitytoju auditorija, visi straipsniai bei kita medziaga skelbiami angly kalba su lietu-
viSkomis santraukomis.

Sio tomo straipsniy tematika jvairiais aspektais atspindi antropologijos mokslo aktualijas ,Nau-
jojoje Europoje” bei Lietuvoje (‘Anthropology in New Europe: Lithuanian Case’). Asta Vonderau
(Vokietija) apraSo vartojimo ir kultiiriniy skirtumy analizés metodikas, pabrézdama socialinius po-
ky¢ius $iuo Lietuvos istoriniu laikotarpiu. Ukininky prekybos ir mainy ypatybes posovietiniame
Lietuvos kaime nusako Ida Harboe Knudsen (Danija). Neringa Klumbyté (JAV) supazindina su
politinés ir ekonominés galios tyrimy rezultatais posocialistinéje Lietuvoje. Kultiirologinius lietu-
(JAV). Posovietinés Lietuvos visuomenés raidos tyrimai antropologijoje $iuo metu yra ypac aktua-
las. Gintautas Mazeikis (Siauliai) pristato isivaizduojamy bendruomeniy i$siikius politinei antropo-
logijai Lietuvoje. Darius Dauksas (Vilnius) aptaria pilietybés kaip etninés tapatybés ir jos nustaty-
mo riby problemas posovietinéje Lietuvoje. Linas Svolkinas (Danija) aptaria naujo moralaus elge-
sio kodekso vieSose Vilniaus erdvése strategijos ir taktikos formavimosi tendencijas.

Tarpdalykinés antropologijos ir humanitariniy bei socialiniy moksly sasajos taip pat yra déme-
sio akiratyje ir sudaro atskira temy bloka (‘Revisiting Disciplinary Perspectives’). Esminis démesys
&ia skiriamas teoriniams bei metodologiniams klausimams. Vytis Ciubrinskas (Kaunas) analizuoja
sociokultiirinés antropologijos disciplinos Lietuvoje politikos ir praktikos raida. Victor C. de
Munck (JAV) pristato jo tyrimuose naudojama visuotinés analizés vienety teorija kultiirinéje antro-
pologijoje. Mairéad Nic Craith (Siaurés Airija) naujai suvokiamos Europos sampratos kontekste
aptaria politinés antropologijos problemas Baltijos valstybése. Supazindinama ir su kultlriniy ir
etniniy bendriju formavimosi bei raidos Europoje problemomis. ‘Euro’ komponento ‘euro-
amerikietiskoje’ sampratoje refleksijas Lietuvoje ir Jungtingje Karalystéje aptaria Jeanette Edwards
(Anglija), etniSkumo, identiteto, daugiakultiriSkumo sampratas Siuolaikinéje socialiniy moksly rai-
doje — Oleg Pachenkov (Rusija). Torstein Bach (Norvegija) antropologo akimis kritiSkai vertina
folkloriniy tyrimy praktika Estijoje paskutiniame XX a. deSimtmetyje.

Socialinés antropologijos tematikos publikacijas leidiniuose Lietuvos etnologija, t. 3—4 pristato
Rimantas Sliuzinskas.



Tikimés aktyvaus Lietuvos ir uzsienio sociokultirinés antropologijos mokslininky bendradar-
biavimo skelbiant savo tyrimy medziaga ir kituose Studia Anthropologica serijos tomuose bei ki-
tuose antropologinés tematikos leidiniuose. Laukiame skaitytoju pastaby, komentary, diskusiju
Ivairiais sociokultiirinés antropologijos perspektyvy $iy laiky Lietuvoje aspektais.

Vytis Ciubrinskas, Rimantas Sliuzinskas
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