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In 2017, the Institute of Baltic Region History and Archaeology of Klaipéda University
will mark the 25th year of its academic activities. Throughout this time, the theme
of cultural contacts in the southeast Baltic coastal strip, between the River Vistula
and the River Daugava, has been engaging the attention of scholars at the Institute.
When investigating the region where Christian culture spread last in Europe, issues
of faith, piety and confessional contacts have understandably been of interest to
researchers. Over these years, much has been done in the investigation of Chris-
tianisation, the Reformation and confessionalisation, both at the micro- (parish) and
macro- (regional) levels, in different periods and in different contexts. Research in
this direction was intensified by a series of conferences devoted to the theme of the
development of Christianity, and initiated by Vacys Vaivada and his colleagues in
2005. Each year, in the autumn, conferences are held together with the Lithuanian
Catholic Academy of Sciences, the oldest academic association for research into the
Church and Christianity in Lithuania. Issues of the relationship with Christian culture
were also analysed in the project Value Transformations in the Eastern Baltic Coast-
lands during the Late Middle Ages and Early Modern Period (2012-2015), under the
leadership of S.C. Rowell. Its main findings were published in four books last year.

From the birth of the idea to its implementation, Volume XXXIII of the series Acta
Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis was the initiative of Marius S€avinskas, another
member of the research group who has been studying the Christianisation of the
region for more than a decade. The articles presented in the volume emerged from
contacts forged in the course of long-term activities, and from ideas discussed and
problems considered at academic meetings.

We thank all our colleagues for their kind cooperation, which has enabled the emer-
gence of this volume.

Vasilijus Safronovas
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2017-aisiais Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos institu-
tas skaiCiuos 25-uosius akademinés veiklos metus. Kultdriniy kontakty, kurie pasi-
reiSké pietrytinés Baltijos jaros pakrantés ruoze tarp Vyslos ir Dauguvos upiy, tema
Instituto tyrinétojy akiratyje buvo visg ta laika. Tiriant regiong, kuriame véliausiai
Europoje pasklido krik3¢ioniskoji kultdra, tikéjimo, pamaldumo, konfesiniy kontak-
ty klausimai, suprantama, Instituto démesio centre buvo visg ketvirtj amziaus. Per
ta laikg nemazai nuveikta nagrinéjant christianizacijg, reformacijg ir konfesionaliza-
cijg tiek mikro- (parapijy), tiek makro- (regiono) lygmenimis jvairiais laikotarpiais ir
skirtinguose kontekstuose. Suaktyvinti tyrimus Sia linkme leido 2005 m. Vacio Vaiva-
dos su kolegomis inicijuotas krikSCionybes raidos tematikai skirtas moksliniy kon-
ferencijy ciklas. Kiekvienais metais rudenj konferencijos organizuojamos kartu su
Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademija - seniausia lietuviSka Baznycios ir krikSCionybés
tyrejy akademine asociacija. Santykio su kriksScioniSkaja kultdra klausimai analizuo-
tiir S. C. Rowello vadovautame projekte ,Vertybiy transformacijos Baltijos regiono
rytinéje pakrantéje brandziaisiais viduriniais ir ankstyvaisiais naujaisiais amziais"”
(2012-2015), kurio svarbiausi rezultatai pernai paskelbti keturiose knygose.

33-iasis serijos ,Acta Historica Universitatis Klaipedensis” tomas nuo idéjos gimimo
iki jos realizavimo yra regiono christianizacijg jau daugiau kaip deSimtmetj nagriné-
jancio dar vieno $ios grupés tyrinétojo Mariaus S¢avinsko sumanymas. Cia pristato-
mi tekstai atsirado is ilgalaikes veiklos metu uzsimezgusiy kontakty, akademiniuose
susitikimuose svarstyty idejy ir gvildenty problemuy.

UZ malony bendradarbiavimg, be kurio nebaty gimes ir Sis leidinys, visiems kole-
goms dékojame.

Vasilijus Safronovas
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