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ABSTRACT
Contemporary humanities and social sciences often use to focus on mutual relationship between an indi-
vidual and community for the search for “oneself” and attempts to understand “the other”, as well as on 
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nicity. On the other hand, many interdisciplinary studies proved that it is increasingly more complicated 
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Region communities’ attitudes towards nationality in comparative perspective. It will focus on encoun-
ters in between dominant/state and local/regional discourses and identity politics. 
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Anthropologists use to compare such concepts as “nation” and “community”. These two and 
also the concept of “culture” involve different meanings, assumptions and images. According to 
Anthony Cohen1, the concept of “nation” is mostly politically-credible. It can attract anyone by its 
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meanings of “shared interests of community”2. Hereby the concept “nation” means more than 
“community” which becomes less useful and which has limited character if used as an analytical 
tool. Both concepts, according to Vered Amit’s opinion, are not emotional and if applicable for “a 
group”, they are instrumental concepts3.
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community in the way of observations of the community links with the locality, culture and iden-
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tity{. Newly-developed approach comes with Arjun Appadurai, who turns back to the stud-
ies of community culture, embraces culture with ethnicity. The idea of ethnicity becomes 
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communities. Thus research turns to be focused on relations in between culture, ethnicity 
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In the last decade, I was conducting research of local communities in Lithuania, Latvia and Po-
land by attempting to analyse the processes of how national identity reveals itself and intertwines 
with the other - personal and social - identities, as well as what distinguishes the so-called “imag-
ined” communities. Actually the Lithuanian ethnologists use to relate national identity to ethnicity 
and culture in the majority of their studiesZ. 
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studied separately from the ethnic, history oriented and cultural identity. It is an instrumental notion 
which rests on and reveals ethnicity, culture and self-awareness. I will refer to the newest ethno-
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claiming there were two nations but just one culture. The national composition of the inhabitants 
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inhabitants left in the region11. New dwellers came to the desolate homesteads.
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The Šišioniškiai were very nice people. They loved us, because my husband spoke Ger-
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National Identity, Ethnicity and Historical Discourse
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It shows that the identity of a local community is orientated towards historical pasts.
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crosses, dedicated to the ancestors, to honour their patriotism. There are also certain people who 
consider this day just as a “red-letter day” or even a possibility “to saw wood” and “stay at home”.
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If I had not loved my homeland, I would be withdrawn. It is so dear to me that I could not 
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Homeland is dear to all – all were born here, grew up and grew old here, here all will be 
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The people who have come to this land for living speak less about their homeland, only several 
mention their longing for homeland.
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In the responses appearing through the all ethnographic research materials, the inhabitants of 
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with the rest of Lithuanian compatriots and rarely mention about the celebration of state holidays. 
It speaks for the impossibility of the community’s identity to be created “only through the act of 
imagination”17��$
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important to modern and sparse community of Lietuvininkai�������������!
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comprehend a modern nation as “imagined community”, as people living in a state do not identify 
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land, family and kinship traditions. Speaking about cultural traditions, people also know a lot about 
their local cuisine dishes as compared to the inhabitants of other regions. Some of them speak for 
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other hand, though National Holidays do not seem important for the majority of respondents, as if 
nationalism was meant only for large city-dwellers21, the national culture policy affects practically 
everybody.
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culture or ethnicity to single out privileged groups. Gellner calls these factors “social markers”22. In 
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with Poles for the Vilnius Region and later through the struggle for the Lithuanian masses in 
�������	�
����
��������
�	�����������		�
�����������������
���
����W�����
��
���
�������

�������-
al symbols. The creation and retention of people’s cultural and political symbols is not detachable 
from their own wish to retain their ethnic and cultural identity and nationality23. In particular it is 
noticeable in those Lithuanian regions where national feelings sustain peculiarities which depend 
on local historic and political circumstances.
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the construction of ethnicityq|�������������)�����W�����
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– Lithuanian borderqZ cherish their language and culture and at the same time accept state imposed 
innovations of their life.
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the “native land”, family relations and narratives, historic memories about their particular language 
and culture. On the other hand, neither the modern national holidays that commemorate the facts 
of the statehood of the Republic of Lithuania nor the festivities of the other historic periods are im-
portant for them. It seems that they do not speak about the national politics and take lesser interest 
in it and their views are very different. 

Conclusions
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identities related to the region’s historical factors rooted in people’s self-consciousness. At the 
same time being members of the “imagined community”, they accept some of politically imposed 
national symbols spread over the entire Lithuania. The historical and cultural symbols of their own 
ethnic minority are dear to them. That is why we have to accept Llobera’s point in order to search 
for the features of national identity looking back to history.
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instance, for an '��5�	�3�	��people. In remembrance of their cultural traditions, people know con-
siderably more about their particular meals, in comparison to the inhabitants of other regions. If 
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Region dwellers and this is perhaps why it is even more stressed by the few survivors considering 
themselves as Šišioniškiai or Lietuvininkai. 
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