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ABSTRACT
The concept of contemporary identity guides to exclusiveness of culture’s role and history as well. Queen 
Luisa is not only an attractive symbol while talking about fatal period for Europe and Prussia in the years 
1806–1815, but also interesting is her personality while looking for parallels between identities of Me-
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for development of education and culture in the city and in the region. The fact that in newest discussions 
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structure of Western Lithuania. Research is based on historical sources and literature.
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The concept of contemporary identity guides to exclusiveness of culture’s role and states that 
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decade of the 20th Century and the beginning of the 21th Century has highlighted region’s identity 
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tory because every human is affected by material and spiritual heritage of the region he/she lives in.

The Baltic Sea Regions which rely on cultural identity have distinct historical landmarks, like 
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lived in those regions and many different languages were spoken. However in culture of the cities’ 
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Nevertheless local people had a common regional and cultural identity, common concept of ��
�#��

���, and love to their city of birth1.

One of the cultural regions was Lithuania Minor, in history longer known as Prussian Lithuania, 
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Of course it is a broad problem which guides to a discussion of different forms of identity 
�
�"�	����������������	�	���������	�������
������	���������������������	��$�����������	����	���������
-
ment and, closely related to it, certain aspects of religious identity. Only religion, more precisely 
Protestant Reformation establishment in Prussian principality in the 16th Century, was one of the 
main presumptions which let Prussian Lithuanians have their cultural niche in a country where 
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writings in Lithuanian (more than 20 in a second part of the 16th��������
��

The need to consolidate Protestantism in Prussian principality stimulated its lord Albrecht Ho-
henzolern to not only establish the University of Königsberg, which was intended to train protes-
tant theologians, but also to ratify regulations of 1561 according to which money for 8 Lithuanian, 
Prussian or Sudovian youngsters were allocated yearly to pay for their studies of theology in the 
University of Königsberg2. Realization of those regulations and activity of Lithuanian language 
����������	�����������"�	�������� ������	����	���������	��"����"��������������	���U�	���	���
Wilhelm I in 1718, were very important presumptions that determined prosperity of Lithuanian 
literature in the 18th� �������� �	��� �$�
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aims was to raise obedient citizen with help of protestant church, and satisfying cultural needs of 
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������3. It is not an ordinary fact in culture’s history 
which, among other things, stimulated foundation of secular literature in Lithuanian language. 
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Lithuanians, although the two nations mingled and lived in a neighbourhood4. Lutheran church and 
governmental policy, which was embodied by Prussian monarchy, not only determined survival of 
!����	����	�����	�������	������
���	�
���	�������	�����	����	���������	��!����	���"��������	���������
formation of a very distinct mentality of this group – respect for church and Prussian monarchy.
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In connection to respecting monarchy in Prussian Lithuania / Lithuania Minor one of the most 
�	��	��������
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name’s dialectal variation – '�#�0� – was very popular in this region for several hundred years.

Queen Luisa – is not only an attractive symbol while talking about fatal period for Europe and 
!����	��	��������;<=>�4�;<;?�������]�
���������'������������������������&����������"�������"���
�����	�������	���	������
�������	�����	������)	�������
���������"�������	����	�	���������	
�����$�)
-�

����������
���	���������������������
	��������"	������������
���������������	�����	����	���
– K��	
�����\��	�����������	�����������	�����
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�	��	����������������	�-
tic complications which are related to region‘s history adoption and interpretation in different eras.

One of the most common complications, while talking about identity problem and Queen Lui-
����	�����������"������������
�	��	
����������������\��������������������	��������	����������;�th and the 
20th Centuries, at the end of the 20th Century, and even at the beginning of the 21st Century Queen 
Luisa’s topic is exploited while emphasizing different segments of her connections with Prussian 
Lithuania – Lithuania Minor – Western Lithuania. Indeed, this topic has constant accents shaped in 
Luisa’s era – one of the most beautiful representatives of Europe’s monarch elite. A Clear example 
������"��#�������	���
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���	���� ������ 	�� ���	���	��� 	�� ������� �	����	����
��5. Similar interpretation of this fact was 
presented by Napoleon’s servitor Konstan, and his memoirs are interesting because he rather com-
prehensively describes the impression of Queen Luisa: 

… Prussian Queen arrived to Tilsit. She was average height but looked very imposing. Her 

��&������������)�"����"������"�	��	��������������������������������������������	���	���������������
going out. I saw her when she came to have a dinner with my master. This lady thought she could 
negotiate better peace conditions by her mind and charm. Though Napoleon Bonaparte was treating 
������������
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were condemned to fail and provided no positive output. Actually, everything was decided before 
the Queen arrived. She did not achieve anything except that two agreements – with Russia and Prus-
�	��4�������	�����'�	�)����#���������
�����������	�������"�����	���������������������	�����������������
surrounding people admired her. Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte wanted her to like him and she, 
�	�������	�����������	�	�����'����	���������	���������	���������������	�������"���$�����'�������\�
have many times seen Queen having dinner with lords, sitting between two emperors. They always 
showed her attention and sweetness. 6

So at the end of the 19th Century and at the beginning of the 20th Century it was not handy 
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tles near Jen and Auerstädt in 1806, where, in fact, Napoleon shattered Prussian army which was 
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considered to be unbeatable in the 18th Century. A little more time in his work J. Sembritzki devoted 
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sa’s attention to educational facilities, especially to higher school for girls7. However J. Sembritzki 
mainly wrote about entertainments of monarchs, their beloved picnic places and promenades, and 
����������������	�
����	����	�������#�������	������	����������	
���������	)����	����"����	)����)-
	������������	�����*��������G�������	���"������������"��������	����	��������	�����������	�����	���
��������	���	����
���	%�������	���������	��$��������	�����z��"�	�%)	����)j�

���������	���������
��������"������������������������"�����������	
�����	�	%�������	-
�	��� �����������!������Z��������������	�&��
����� �	����������������	�������	��$��������"�	�������
�����������������"��������������"������#�������������������"����
��	���������������G���������
senior, proves nice relationships which developed between lords and subordinates at that period.8 

Such romance-like interpretation of history stimulated clerks, who were protecting means and 
shapes of state – empire consciousness formation, to eternalize every feet of the land which was 
��������"������[�����}	��������|���������	�����	
��������	�����������	��������������)	����	����
��������	����
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��	��$����������������	������)���������	���"��
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It makes sense to talk broader about relics‘, related to Queen Luisa, importance while discuss-
	���	����	���
��"��������	���������
����������	�������	������������)������
	�������|���U	��������4�
year 1878 publication about Lietzmann’s collection to memorize Queen Luisa, which was printed 
	���Z��
�����	�����G���������	�������*�������"�������������������	
������	����������������!����	���
from Königsberg, founded in 1849. This publication stated that the mentioned collection contained 
not only painted portraits of Queen Luisa but also portraits made from gypsum, including porcelain 
articles with her image and books. Quite impressive speed of collecting: in 1876 there were 120 

�����	������#���������?�"��)��������������������	��;<�<
�4�;�<�
�����	����>=�"��)������;�=����	-
ous porcelain articles9. Interestingly for discussion of this collection a separate fellowship meeting 
���������������������	�������	����������������������������	�����	�������������������������	���	&��

�"�	���	�����������������������!����	��������������������	����&��	�������������
�������)������|�	��
��	'��� ��
	�� ��� ��������	
� ����	��� ����	&��� ����� 	������	���� ����������� �	�� ���� "�
���� "�	����
�	���������������!����	�������������������������������	
��!����	���� \��������������� 	�� 	�����	���
����	��������#�������	����������	�
����������	��������
��	��$��	����	����������	�������������
shapes in which monarch institution’s image was formed in the end of the 19th Century.
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���	
���$�����	�������
�
�����	��������������������G	�	�����	������	�����G�����;?��;�;;��|���
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��
���������)	�����
copy for Queen’s teachers’ seminary. Painting had to be temporarily transferred to Art Academy 
of Königsberg. Interesting is concluding part of the mentioned paper: it highlights that because of 
7 ZEMBRICKIS, J.  
��!��	������
�7�	�	�5�6���	���6�8����!����C	��-���
	���
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������==���
���;<4����
8 Ibid, p. 218.
9 Altertumsgesellschaft Prussia 1878. Sitzung dem 17. Mai. �
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�������
. Bd. 15, 1878, S. 21.
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�	���	�
�������������������������
�	��	����"�	��������������������������������������	����
�����
also in pursuance to safely transport it, Ministry is asked to provide 10 000 marks. Moreover after 
�����������	
���$�����	�������	��������	�����������
�
��������
���	"������
���	���������
�������
the made copy of the painting10.

This document inspires several important thoughts while discussing Queen Luisa and identity 
problem: it is a very distinct example resembling how Luisa was romanced or you can say my-
thologized at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th Century. Hereby one more important 
moment has to be mentioned: a copy of a mentioned painting was designated for Queen’s teach-
ers’ seminary, and this reveals one of the most positive sides of Luisa personality’s interface with 
���	
��������!����	����	�����	������	�����	��G	�����\������#�������	����������)��������������
��������$����	��������"������"�	�����	��;<;;������������������#����$��������	��;<;=
�	�����7
8�8�
 �-�D�8 manor, not far from Königsberg (now E�
�	�����	�
����	���������
��
�����������������
Lithuanian schools in Eastern Prussia. Not only Lithuanian language was taught there but also 
25 state scholarships were paid to students from Prussian Lithuania / Lithuania Minor11. Soon in 
memory of Queen Luisa – embossed Maecenas memory, seminary was named  ���
���� (The 
#����
��|��� ����	����� ��������� ����	&��� �������� ����� ����� ��� ��	�� 	���	���	��� 4� � ?���
�����
'�������-�������� ���
�����
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���"����������������������	��;<�;����	
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of Queen Luisa, and up to the end of World War II was called the Royal gymnasium of Luisa 
����	��	�������	����������	��
�� ����	&��� ����������������"��� 	���	������������	
�������� 	���
region is Queen Luisa’s – the education patron’s image.
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�����	�	%���$������	����	
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Luisa, and we can state that search for a place, where Queen Luisa should undoubtedly be in 
���	
��������	������	������	�����$�	����	������)���������	����|��������������	��	����������������	��
search we should start from 1990, when on facade of a house in $����	� street, No. 1 sign appeared 
�	������������	%�$��
�������������)��������	�������������������	��	�����	���!����	���#�����
probably for nobody, more likely it was a return of a historical name. Undoubtedly the latter in-
tention was the main inspiration to change the name of the pharmacy because it is known that in 
;�=�������	����
������������"�����	����	�������12. However the house and pharmacy was then in 
���	
���$����"��"��-�

�����	�������������������������	���	��;�;<������	������������	����
���-
macy name and address – $�
6�8�4��
8 street, No. 1a – stayed the same up to 1945, when post-war 
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�����������������������	��$��������	���"�	��	�����������������������	���������
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tions to those who heard at least something about Luisa’s gymnasium. However we could prob-
�"�������	"����"��������
����������	������������	�������#�������	��$����
	��	�����	
����������������
decade of the 20th Century.
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��`��
���������	������\\��}Z�\��[�
���>�F\\������z��������|��\F��]������`�!�

11� �9]9(\z��Z�������	�������	%���
������������	
���*��� 
��!���� 1999 05 29.
12� ��`^�|���������	
������)�������j�����	�	��V�������<�
��4����8����!�����, 2008 12 22.
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end of the 20th Century is tablet’s with Luisa’s bas-relief uncovering in 1999 near former city hall 
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The growing understanding of Queen Luisa’s merits for development of education and culture 
	�������	��������������	���	�����������"����������������	�������������==>���
��
�������������	���
��	-
�	�	����������"�	�����������	�������	
���$������������������	���	��"������������������	�����������
��	��$��������	���"�	��	��
�"��������������#�������	��13. Unfortunately these intentions weren’t 
implemented.

While talking about problems of contemporary identity of western region of Lithuania, which is 
���������	���������"��	����	���	������������	������&�����������������	���	��������	�������
��"	����-
�������������������������������������	�	���������������	����	�����	������������������	��	��	���������������
���	
���$���	�	%����������	�����	�����"����	������
���	�����������������������������
��
�������������
or what form to accomplish this in. There are some who think that only the 20th Century characters 
and only those with Lithuanian surnames are important, nevertheless history of the city goes back 
�?=�����������������	��	���
	����������������������4��	�
������"�������������������������” near 
�	����	��������F�” bridge. It was mostly discussed not about artistic value or consistency with environ-
����������	�����������"����"������������	��	�������"���������	
�������	��$���������	����������������
*�	�	�������	�����	��	��;���14. It is obvious there was a big dilemma hidden in the context of such 
discussions – adapt or not city’s history which reaches almost eight hundred years back.

Categorical form of these discussions remind of year 1989 when it was decided to build a 
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but also chapels of Catholics, Reformats, Anglicans and synagogues. This alone allows describing 
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community which organized anniversary proved that it got rid of complexes associated with the 
city’s historical past15.
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slowly being overcome. Near historians the bravest are business people. Several years ago in one 
13� ������	�4�)����	�������	%����������� 
��!���, 2006 10 10.
14� !���Z�)���*���	�����������	¢�4����8����!�����, 2003 01 15.
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warehouse built in the 19th Century near ������	��������"�	�����"���������������������������$�-�)

�����������������&����G������
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ago this was hard to even imagine.
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… sooner or later in multicultural cities generation forms, which recognizes themselves 
as being inherent part of their hometown and thus owing to the city’s history which was ignored or 
����������
���������"��
���	�����������	������£
�[�����	�	%������F	��	����	���������	������!��	���
�������	��������������F	��	�������������������������������"�����Z������������	
���$���	�	%����	���������

����������	����������	���	���������
�����	�������������������������	
����16 

|��� ����� ����� 	����������	�����	���� �"�������	
���$���	�	������ ���������
��	�	���� ��������� ���
integrate cultural heritage into consciousness of citizens and formation of identity is highlighted17, 
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tory and its fateful turning-points, especially with the end of the World War II when composition 
of population, ethnic tradition, and other things had changed. At the end of the 20th Century and 
beginning of the 21th�����������������������������
��	&��	����	�����������
�	�����	
���������	�-
tory occupied an important part in this search. Prussian Queen Luisa is not only a symbol of bat-
tles against Napoleon but is also a historical character which allows for a comparison of identity 
shapes between the 19th������������	
�����G����
���������"	�������	������������
��������������
Lithuania – K��	
�����Z������������������=th Century and in the beginning of the 21th Century in 
search of Western Lithuania’s identity Queen Luisa’s role in region’s educational development was 
������	���	�������]�������������	������"����	�����	
�����������	�������"��)�����	�����������	��
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Lithuania’s identity.
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Altertumsgesellschaft Prussia 1878. Sitzung dem 17. Mai. Altpreussische Monatsschrift. Königsberg. Bd. 15, 1878, S. 21
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