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T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  O F R U R A L C O M M U N I T I E S :  
M O B I L I T Y,  TO U R I S M  A N D  I D E N T I T Y 

Hana Horáková

ABSTRACT
Recent major changes in rural development in Europe have brought about new demands made on rural 
space. As a result of the transformation of rural needs, a type of modern rurality typical of the shift from 
production to consumption has emerged. The most illustrative example of this shift in rural environment 
is the emergence of international tourism and second homes. This text focuses the attention on how 
contemporary forms of mobility and international tourism affect local identities. Emphasis is put on the 
ways new and old cultural identities are contested, negotiated and constructed. The aim is to analyze 
one of the contemporary forms of ‘voluntary’, temporary mobility – the phenomenon of second homes 
owned by the Dutch in Czech rural countryside. The focus is placed on factors that either facilitate or 
hinder interaction between the second home owners and other international tourists, and local residents 
in two Czech rural communities.
KEY WORDS: modern rurality, second homes, temporary mobility, anthropology of tourism, ‘hosts’ and 
‘guests’
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Introduction

Recent major changes in rural development in Europe instigated by the decline in farming 
as a determinant, followed by population loss, lack of public services, economic and ecological 
degradation have brought about new demands made on rural space. A shift from the agricultural to 
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the rural known as the ‘post-productivist transition’1 has produced a type of modern rurality char-
acterized by new forms of relationship between urban and rural contexts, and by novel shapes of 
economic and social organisations. The most illustrative example of this shift from production to 
consumption in rural environment is the emergence of tourism. To secure a livelihood by diversify-
ing their agricultural activities, rural populations offer their assets – public space and landscape – 
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rural areas either temporarily or with the intention for permanent residence. These in-movers often 
have different perspectives and ideas on how local development should be achieved and main-
tained and what a ‘better quality of life’ means. Current restructuring processes in rural areas can 
challenge old identities and provide an opportunity for the construction of new identities, or the 
strengthening of existing identities utilising existing resources2.

This text focuses the attention on how contemporary forms of mobility and international tour-
ism affect local identities. Emphasis is put on the ways new and old cultural identities are con-
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‘voluntary’, temporary mobility – the phenomenon of second homes owned by the Dutch in Czech 
rural countryside. The focus has been placed on factors that either facilitate or hinder interaction 
between the second home owners and other international tourists, and the local residents in two 
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present, it only yields some preliminary data as the research is still in progress. An underlying aim 
of the project will be a complex comparative analysis of the interaction between foreign tourists 
and local hosts from an anthropological perspective which will reveal the differences and similari-
ties between second home owners and local residents, and their impact on the rural development. 

These aspects will be explored through four sections. First, a short outline of the concepts of 
mobility and tourism is provided. In the second section the focus falls on the empirical realities 
of the two case studies. The third part discusses theoretical conceptualization of the key notions – 
hosts and guests. The fourth section deals with the factors that facilitate or hinder intercultural 
communication between the hosts and guests. The conclusion draws the investigation to a close, 
arguing that the type of second home development and international tourism taking place in these 
locations holds a number of positive, but also negative implications for the host communities.  

1. Mobility and tourism

The nature of mobility has changed. M
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space and time that overcome the former distinction between tourism and migration are impos-
sible to study without reference to international forms of tourism. The centrality of tourism to the 
processes of transnational mobilities and migrations has been recognized by many scholars, for 
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instance Hall and Tucker3. New conceptualisations of tourism as a form of temporary mobility� or 
temporary migration� are currently receiving renewed scholarly attention. 

One of the most researched interfaces between tourism and migration is the second home, a 
result of the increasing mobility of ever-larger sections of the industrial and post-industrial world. 
Second homes ���
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second home tourism has been revisited due to the emergence of new mobile lifestyles6. 

The second home phenomenon is not new. In Western countries, the scale of second home own-
ership increased enormously in the last decades. Although second homes have received extensive 
research attention internationally7, these issues have only recently emerged as an area of investiga-
tion within the post-communist countries, namely the Czech context. There is at the moment no 
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of the second home phenomenon and other forms of international rural tourism in the Czech Re-
public from the anthropological perspective.

2. Case studies 
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that have recently embarked upon the project of international tourism which uses public space and 
rural landscape as one of its principal attractions. Both the rural localities are heavily dependent 
on international tourism that was initiated by Dutch investors, attracting predominantly Dutch cli-
entele. The Dutch investment includes both the construction of recreational parks and individual 
ownership of second homes in the Czech rural countryside.
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by ethnic Czechs who decided to settle. The fundamental change in the life of the village took place 
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for the old settlement, has created certain potential that has allowed for the existence of a 
new settlement. This potential, however, did not turn out to be utilized because the village 
was situated in the close vicinity of the so-called Iron Curtain. Thus, stagnation, rather 
than prosperity was the essential feature for almost the whole second part of the twentieth 
century. A new epoch was brought by the fall of Iron Curtain, opening up the borderland 
����2��������{\\Z��

It became obvious that the former economy focused on timber industry would be playing an 
ever diminishing role in the future. A gradual loss of competitiveness of the most of the former 
businesses resulted in the termination of many, or in the restructuring of the rest that survived. 
The economic transformation was followed by a social and cultural change in the lifestyles of the 
local people. A gradual increase in unemployment brought about a decline in the service sector, 
and in general a worsening of the level of local facilities. Negative effects of the transformation of 
the Czech economy enforced a question whether there is a solution to such a grave problem that 
would help secure working opportunities for the local people, would be compatible with the local 
conditions and thus could contribute to a sustainable development of the region. The answer came 
forward, the logic was simple: the historical development of the past forty years that had made the 
access to the borderland impossible has ‘helped’ to save the uniquely preserved countryside. Any 
type of industry in this region was doomed for ecological reasons. So, the only branch of industry 
that was naturally taken into consideration was tourism.  

The local authorities ostentatiously claim that the village made use of the above-mentioned 
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create conditions for investment, which will be linked to private capital. In the same vein, they 
speak highly about the perseverance and conviction concerning the right attitudes that have borne 
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Bohemia. Similar to the nature of any industrial investment, this event has triggered off a chain 
reaction and further investment continued. The faith in the Dutch investor and the vision of a stable 
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of Dutch second home owners who have been buying cottages and houses from the local people, 
offering them unbeatable prices.
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these people did not have a genuine relationship with the local landscape and many of them came 
only on promise of a cheap or even free acquisition of housing and land. During the communist era 
����	�������$
�	������G��������
����'����02���������
��$2�������%����{\[\�G2���%
����������
G�-
ers got their possessions back and could start doing business. 
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which he put in the land and then he offered the companies to the Dutch in Holland. It was 
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foreigners who are permanent residents of the EU can buy a property here.

3. Interaction between hosts and guests: region, culture and identity

No other industry has the potential to bring consumers and producers and their ‘products’ into 
such a close contact. Moreover, few other occasions of human encounter provide so many situ-
ations of exchange between people of different backgrounds – people of different class, ethnic-
ity, economic position, religious denomination, and culture. Tourism is extremely ‘culturally inti-
mate’13. This statement has far-reaching theoretical and methodological implications. Firstly, how 
to conceptualize ‘local’ and ‘global’, ‘us’ and ‘them’, ‘hosts’ and ‘guests’? How can we identify 
11 At present there are other ‘Dutch villages’ in the Czech Republic, mainly in the mountainous border regions. They 
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cultural membership? Is it marked by ethnicity, nationality, language, class, age, and/or gender? In 
other words, how people claim and attribute identities as ‘local’?  
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searched areas: a local one, rooted in time, space, and local social relations, and a ‘global’ one; 
the boundaries between the two communities can be either impenetrable, allowing little or virtu-
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community or village as a cultural space?  As Byron{� reminds us in relation to small-scale places, 
it is a common human propensity to see the world in terms of categories. We tend to divide and 
classify our world into meaningful bits and pieces. As he maintains, there is nothing wrong with 
this, as all of us do this analogical thinking{�. There is of course a need to differentiate between 
emic conceptualisations of identity, ethnicity, and culture that tend to go beyond time and space, 
and etic conceptualizations based upon empirical evidence. The idea of culture as a bounded unit is 
confronted with a postmodern approach to region, village, culture, identity – as imagined, unstable, 
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social sciences. One has to take into account both the idea of a mental demarcation line separat-
ing ‘us’ from ‘them’, and the fact that cultural boundaries are dependent on multiple scales and 
dimensions16. On the one hand, cultures are usually perceived as rooted in a particular territory, on 
the other hand, cultures are always in motion, viewed as a process17. A living culture is constantly 
���G
����!�������
����������������P���18. 

Symbolic borders between communities have been the subject of social science research, how-
ever, far less attention has been paid to the theoretical and practical issues of locality and globality 
within small-scale communities – of relations between local and global forces in today’s world{\. 
Theoretical conceptualization of identity seen as an ‘outcome’ of an ongoing socio-cultural change 
initiated by the interaction between local population and foreign visitors/foreign second home 
owners can be approached by a number of social science disciplines. The one that seems most 
competent in terms of methodology and epistemology is a relatively young anthropological sub-
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international tourism were seldom a research subject even within the anthropology of tourism. The 
situation changed after the publication of a seminal book titled 7"���
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an interest into tourism as social practice21. Recently, there emerged a whole host of texts that not 
only attempt to theorize tourism practices and its outcomes, but which are also grounded in long-
term, thorough empirical studies22, dealing with tourism and intercultural exchange.  Moreover, 
as the distinction between tourism and migration is being increasingly blurred, issues revolving 
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increasingly approached by various theories of transnational migration: migration and mobility 
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among its key notions. Together with anthropologists of tourism, transnational theorists claim that 
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territorial borders of local or national social spaces. 
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have a look at the ways these categories are theorized and how they are constructed in the above-
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The categories of guests and hosts are socially constructed, and in reality quite mutable; there-
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of tourist and toured. Moreover, there is considerable variability among the ‘guests’, as well as 
among the ‘hosts’ – neither are homogeneous groups. This relationship is odd in many ways. One 
member is at play, one is at work; one has usually economic assets and little cultural knowledge, 
the other has cultural capital but little money. As Crick observes, international tourists are people 
out of culture: out of place, out of timeX�. 
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tourism is mediated by persons and institutions who are neither hosts nor guests; locals are often 
wrongly perceived as passive recipients of a touristic dynamicX�. There are three important sets of 
actors in the process – the tourists themselves, the local people, and the mediators. 

The host community involves different segments that compete among themselves for the power 
and authority to determine the ways in which their place is to be represented. The most important 
condition is the degrees of autonomy people have in deciding for themselves – a degree to which 
a tourist–receiving community has the ability to control its interactions with tourists and tourism 
mediators. Hence, the key question is whether the locals have managed to incorporate tourism into 
existing social and political structures. 
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different categories of people which constitute the notion of host. Three of them refer to different 
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previous categories. As it is clear, such a typology does not correspond with the notion of the lo-
cal. Thus, there is a need to challenge a common view that ‘local’ is the original, the natural, the 
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���!����������2����$26. In other 
words, one should not take the local a given, without asking how perceptions of locality and com-
munity are constructed. 

Who is ‘them’? To answer this question, we need to look at both etic and emic categorisations 
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Dutch guests, i.e. temporary migrants – second home owners, and regular tourists visiting Czech 
rural landscape. We shall also look into the reasons for their temporary migration.
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nition of the second home as ‘a property owned, long-leased or rented on a yearly or longer basis as 
the occasional residence of a household that usually lives elsewhere’27. Hence, second home own-
ers are a group of people who appear to have deliberately placed themselves outside their original 
home country on a temporary basis28. 

Reasons for temporary migration may be quite diverse including the attempts to achieve a 
lifestyle not available at the primary residence, the escape aiming to provide a balance in life, a 
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cially advantageous opportunity for investment. 

International residential migration, the use of leisure homes and second homes is particularly 
���
$������G��2��2���
�$������8��$2��	�$�����������2���2���������$
�P��������������������G��G��2�
informants and participant observation in the studied areas. At the top is the need for space: around 
18 percent of Dutch second homes are situated abroad. The countries in which Netherlanders have 
their second home include France, Spain and Belgium that are at the top of the list. The Czech 
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other need expressed by some of the informants stems from the environmental concern – the threat 
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pism by the locals from the straightjacket of the communist regime into the private.

X\ European integration suggests that owning a property abroad belongs to the major, self-evident rights of the EU 
Citizen.
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the Czech property is escape, such that it becomes a theme to which they repeatedly return in the 
context of talking about their working lives in the Netherlands as well as their general feelings 
about place and home. Escape +�"�
leads inevitably to what the escape is to: )��$�	������2�������
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migrants would oscillate between their homes and other places called the second home in order to 
rediscover rural idyll in the places that have not allegedly lost authenticity. I assumed their motiva-
tions as largely anti-urban and anti-modern. In other words, the urge of ‘getting away from it all’, 
and escaping from the ‘nightmare of repetition’32�G2�$2���	�P��������������%�<��2��������!��2��	���-
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consumption. Research outcomes, however, did not validate my hypothesis. Self-conscious rustic 
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more natural, simple foods has not occurred. On the contrary, shopping is largely supermarket-
based, instead of being taken place in local groceries and small shops. The manner of living which 
many of the second home owners share largely perpetuate the urban pattern: though staying in 
smaller scale living environments, their contact with community is non-existent and is limited to 
the members of their own ‘tribe’, if any. 
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deal any more with economic requirements. Instead, what matters are the climate, quality of life, 
and recreation as well as the population size of the local areas. These preferences are especially 
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of the nice hilly landscape they miss at home. The Dutch spend their leisure time as other tourists – 
going on trips, hiking, skiing in winter time. 

Emic categorisation of tourists and second home owners refers to the local identity issues: 
who or what occupies the role of ‘other’? How do local people perceive and understand them and 
how, or if, they distinguish among types of tourists?  Here, the concept of ‘stranger’�� comes to the 
forefront. The semantics of tourist-local interaction implies that a tourist does not become part of 
any long-term reciprocity structure. The same applies to second home owners though the length 
and nature of their stays in the studied areas largely differ from ‘ordinary’ tourists. The attitudes 
of the locals to foreign tourists and second home owners, as well as the ambitions and strategies 
of the ‘guests’ to ‘hosts’ affect the formation and development of new social organizations in the 
researched areas. By conceptualizing tourism and second homes as a site and form of potential 
intercultural communication36, we can pose a key question: what facilitates/hinders intercultural 
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exchange between tourists and locals? What are the factors that deepen social distance and what are 
those which, on the contrary, support interaction and thus enable integration? 

4. Social distance or interaction? 

Modern rurality is frequently considered to be a positive situation because it represents a new 
vitality for declining social organizations.  A tourism development may appear to be socially and 
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tend to affect interaction in a negative way, and thus complicate a path to development. We shall 
treat them separately as analytical categories, yet, having in mind that in reality they often overlap.
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national tourism patterns may affect regional geography and spatial distribution. As has already 
been stated, the ‘Dutch villages’ were directly built into the above-mentioned rural settlements. 
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consists of the original village centre, and the periphery, intended for elderly residents who were 
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lands either directly to the Dutch, or to developer companies; second, a buffer zone called ‘New 
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tourists and second home owners. Restrictive spatial patterns can be observed in the differential 
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for, even absence of interaction. The Dutch do not go to see the locals, and the locals rarely go to 
see the Dutch. The situation loosely corresponds with the mayor’s opinion he had expressed prior 
to the construction of the villas: 

I want the Dutch to be on the area of 13 hectars so that they do not bother the locals in the 
village, so that they stay in their own places. 

From time to time, mainly in the peak season, locals do pop into the area for a drink. They 
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and children playground built during the communist times that are accidentally situated within the 
‘Dutch’ area. In such atmosphere, a researcher can come across bizarre situations: I asked one of 
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After I explained, she vaguely recalled it but said it was too far away for her to walk there – she 
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ence of a foreign clientele which would bring prosperity: most local houses are old, inadequately 
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out revenues from tourism. This external impression was acknowledged in interviews with many 
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shopping to supermarkets in nearby bigger towns. The old rural settlement in both the researched 
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which makes an entirely unnatural impression on the landscape. 

The second group of factors deals with a socio-demographic impact on the local structure of 
population caused by second-home developments and international tourism forms and practices. 
The relationship between the extent of seasonal home ownership and changes in the local structure 
of the population has been traced in a number of studies38. Differences between the socio-demo-
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dispersal of the population to the peripheral rural sectors has already been mentioned. At the same 
time a growth in the local population has been observed due to the increasing number of incoming 
%
��������$
���2
����G��������������
��2������
������������F�H�
%���G�����������(����������
����
Czech urbanites who are attracted by the village modernity.  

Environmental issues rank among the other factors that may be instrumental in aggravating 
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irrespective of the resistance of the regional environmental authorities. The project aroused sharp 
protests not only among the nature protectors, but also among some of the locals and other Czech 
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has also led to the reduction of the amount of space for natural uses.  

The barriers sharpening the differences and enhancing social distance between the local popu-
lation and second home owners and other foreign temporary migrants include probably the most 
discussed impacts: socio-economic and socio-cultural factors. Differing social, economic and cul-
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tourists. Economic gain, though an important factor in tourism development, may be accompanied 
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On the other hand, the growth of second homes and other forms of international tourism could 
be seen as a positive development from the economic point of view. Scholars have noted down 
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demand for services and the creation of job opportunities. 
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intention of local authorities was to avert economic and population decline in this rural area; a 
rapid drop in young people threatened the continuity of social life. Tourism served to help reverse 
this trend. It stabilized the population of the village, even increased the population number. It 
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infused new wealth into community that was on the verge of extinction. Tourism raised incomes, 
increased opportunities for wage employment, gave the possibility of additional small-scale entre-
preneurial activities associated with tourism, helped to create a new middle-income population. It 
helped to sustain the rural environment which had experienced economic and population decline. 
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aptation to changing conditions.

However, the ownership of second homes and the existence of the vast recreational resort also 
have potential to cause problems if left unrestricted. Negative consequences underlying rapid 
$2������G����	���
���������	��$����������2
���G2
����2���2�����
�����	�����
�
���
��
������P��
from the new situation: the rejection of the old system, workplaces, service and social networks 
have not yet been fully compensated by the creation of new networks in their place. Moreover, the 
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the country’s highest possible legal level. Such an exorbitant rate obviously creates problems for 
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those who have and those who have not: those who own and operate tourism facilities and those 
who provide services only; between pensioners who are being offered a place to live in the newly 
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Conclusion

The underlying aim of the project is a complex comparative analysis of the interaction be-
tween foreign tourists and second home owners on the one hand and local hosts on the other. So 
far, the qualitative studies of the local situations, enabled by the stationary social anthropological 
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too early to present concrete results – as has been mentioned, the research is still in progress – the 
existing empirical evidence can indicate further development of the relationship between the hosts 
and guests in these localities.

In public discourse, international tourism is said to have a universal positive function as it can 
blur boundaries between nations and identities. The experience of social scientists is, however, 
contradictory: by and large, tourism is an activity by means of which stereotypes and prejudices are 
perpetuated and even reinforced, rather than broken down. This practice has been acknowledged 
in both the research sites where the contact of the ‘guests’ with the local population is limited, and 
mutual interaction is rare. 

Today’s travel, far from broadening the mind, is actually contrived to shrink it. Temporary 
migration in the form of second home owners and other forms of international tourism tend to 
contribute to strengthening of ‘us’ and ‘them’ categories, of collective cultural stereotypes and to 
increased misunderstandings. This is enhanced by the lack of mutual interaction and subsequent 
absence of individual perceptions. Foreign guests appear indifferent to the social reality of their 
hosts and vice versa, which leads to the promotion of mutual ignorance, not understanding. Even 
though overt expressions of negative or hostile sentiments towards Dutch tourists and vice versa 
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have been exceptional, one can expect that they will appear on a larger scale unless the interaction 
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initial stages but it can turn out to have nightmarish consequences in the long run�\. It remains to be 
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TRANSFORMATION OF RURAL COMMUNITIES: MOBILITY, TOURISM AND IDENTITY
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