PRATARME

Identiteto diskursai ir jo apraiSkos pasizymi ilga ir sudétinga manipuliavimo etniniu ir / ar tau-
tiniu bei kultiiriniu turiniu istorija, kuriai jtakos turéjo tiek vietiniai ar tautiniai, tiek ir tarptautiniai
veiksniai. Tokia manipuliacija yra nesunkiai pastebima etninés ir / ar nacionalinés istorijos bei kul-
tiiros politikos raidoje, kur iSryskéja ir konkreciy lokaliy teritorijy praeities visuotinio pripazinimo
reikalavimai bei pretenzijos.

Identitety galios (identiteto politikos) iSryskéjimas Siuo aspektu yra akivaizdi reakcija | greitai
nykstancias tariamo homogeniskumo ribas vis globaléjan¢iame pasaulyje. llgalaikéms ir santykinai
mo bei transnacionalizmo procesai, perZzengiantys nacionalinés valstybés ir tautinio identiteto ribas.

Antroji sociokultiirinés antropologijos konferencija Klaipédos universitete, surengta 2009 m.
pavasari, sudare salygas aptarti aktualius auks¢iau minéty identiteto politikos problemy aspektus,
pateikiant konkrecius transnacionalizmo, regionalizmo ir gin¢ijamy paribio sri¢iy etnografiniy ty-
rimy atvejus. Sia konferencija tema ,,Antropologiniai identiteto politiky tyrimai: regionai, paribio
sritys ir diasporos* (“Anthropological Approaches to Identity Politics: Focus on Regions, Border-
lands and Diasporas”) surengé Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos
institutas drauge su Vytauto Didziojo universiteto Socialinés antropologijos centru. Konferencijoje
siekta iSnagrinéti socialinio ir kulttrinio identiteto darybos diskursus bei identiteto politikos pro-
cesus, ypatingg démesj atkreipiant | ,,naujosios* Europos ir jos Baltijos regiono specifika. Apie
30 konferencijos praneséjuy, atvyke i§ 14 Saliy, iSsamiai analizavo konkrecius transnacionalizmo,
»europeizacijos® ir globalizacijos etnografiniy sampraty atvejus bei $iy fenomeny itaka ty regiono
gyventojy identiteto politikai. Daug démesio buvo skirta ir multikulttralizmo apraisky, gin¢ijamy
paribio sri¢iy bei imigranty (diaspory) bendruomeniy tyrimams. Konferencijos programoje buvo
suformuluotos $ios potemés:

- dominuojantys (valstybés) ir vietiniai (regioniniai, tautiniy mazumy, diaspory) diskursai ir

identiteto politikos;

- tautinio identiteto kaitos procesai ir jy santykis su transmigracija, pasienio gyvensenos bei

regiono politikos pakitimais;

- etniniy institucijy ir etniniy tinkly politikos regiony bei diaspory ribose, kultiiriniy skirtingu-

my ir kultiiriniy samplaiky vietinés apraiskos;

- kultaros ir paveldo politikos, kultiiros autentiSkumo ir tarpkultiiriniy tarpusavio jtaky regio-

nines apraiskos; bendrybiy bei skirtybiy nuostaty poky¢iai paribio srityse.

Sis AHUK XX Studia Anthropologica IV tomas ,,Identiteto politikos: migracija, bendruome-
nés ir daugiakalbiSkumas* yra straipsniy, parengty minétoje konferencijoje skaityty pranesSimy
pagrindu, publikavimo antroji dalis. Pirmoji Siy straipsniy dalis yra paskelbta AHUK XIX Studia
Anthropologica III tome ,,Identiteto politikos: istorijos, regionai ir paribio sritys™ (Klaipéda: KU
leidykla, 2009).

Tome skelbiami dvylika moksliniy straipsniy sugrupuoti i keturias dalis. Pirmoji dalis yra ski-
riama migracijos problemoms, antroji — identiteto aktualijoms bendruomenése, trecioji — daugia-
kalbiskumui, o ketvirtoji — identitety raidos procesams regiono plotmése aptarti.

Pirmojoje leidinio dalyje ,,Migracija“ (Migration) skelbiami aktualiis Jolantos Kuznecovienés
ir Neringos Liubinienés straipsniai, kur pateikiami ju moksliniy tyrimy apie lietuviy imigranty isi-
traukimo i vietines visuomenes strategijas bei jy identiteto sampratos paiesky problemas rezultatai.
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Antrojoje dalyje ,,Bendruomenés® (Communities) analizuojami poky¢iai kaimo bendruome-
niy gyvenime: mobilumas, turizmas ir tapatybé (Hana Hordkova); socialiné atmintis, tapatumas ir
pasakojimai apie nuosmukj buvusio industrinio miesto bendruomenéje (Kristina Sliavaité). Apta-
riamos ir Klaipédos tautiniy / etniniy bendruomeniy gyvenimo aktualijos — pristatoma Klaipédos
zydy bendruomené, atkreipiant démesi i jos islikimo, kaitos ir tgstinumo problemas (Sada Petru-
ziené), diskutuojama apie kaitos ir tgstinumo aspektus Danijos alternatyvioje Kristianijos bendruo-
mengje (Linas Svolkinas).

Treciojoje Sio straipsniy rinkinio dalyje ,,Daugiakalbiskumas* (Multilingualism) atskleidziama
aktuali Baltijos regiono $aliy problematika. Tatjana Russita reziumuoja savo pastabas apie dvikal-
biy pamoky Latvijos mokyklose de facto ir de jure aspektus, o Laima Kalédiené — apie tautinés
tapatybés ir daugiakalbystés didziuosiuose Lietuvos miestuose situacija.

Ketvirtoji straipsniy dalis ,,Identitetai regiono plotmése™ (Identities in Regional Settings) yra
skirta {vairiy Sios srities aktualijy tyrimams tarpdalykiniu aspektu. Autoriy akiratyje — instituciona-
lizuoto dominavimo politika: garbés kodeksas Sicilijos kasdienybéje (Alina Zvinkliené); istorinio
Klaipédos krasto identiteto transformacijy pobudis (Nijolé Strakauskaité) ir §io regiono lyginamie-
jitautinés tapatybés tyrimai (Vida Savoniakaité). Jonas Mardosa aptaria verby, kaip etnokonfesinio
tapatumo israiSkos Ryty Lietuvos ir Vakary Baltarusijos regionuose, klausimus.

Visi minéti straipsniai skelbiami angly kalba su i§samiomis santraukomis lietuviy kalba.

Recenzijy ir apzvalgy dalyje publikuojama ir keleto naujy antropologinés tematikos knygy re-
cenzijos, kurias parengé Ida Harboe Knudsen (apie Ingo Schréder ir Astos Vonderau leidini ,,Chan-
ging Economies and Changing Identities in Postsocialist Eastern Europe®), Rimantas Sliuzinskas
(apie periodinio mokslo leidinio ,,Lietuvos etnologija: socialinés antropologijos ir etnologijos stu-
dijos*, T. 7 (16) ir T. 8 (17)) ir Ingo Schrdder (apie Victor de Munck ir kity autoriy leidini ,,Expe-
riencing Vilnius®).

Baigiamojoje leidinio dalyje pateikiama informacija apie naujausias KU Baltijos regiono isto-
rijos ir archeologijos instituto mokslinio gyvenimo aktualijas. Pristatomas P. Blazevi¢iaus daktaro
disertacijos gynimas, aptariamas Antrasis Lietuvos istoriky suvaziavimas Klaipédoje, prisimenama
Antroji (2009 m.) KU BRIAI ir VDU SAC sociokultiirinés antropologijos konferencija, publikuo-
jami istoriniai Saltiniai apie archeologg ir karininka Petrg Tarasenka.

Siame rinkinyje publikuojami straipsniai atskleidZia pa¢ius jvairiausius antropologinius iden-
titeto darybos ir identiteto politikos tyrinéjimy aspektus. Jo rengéjai tikisi, kad visa §i medziaga
skaitytojams bus aktuali ir idomi.

Wytis Ciubrinskas, Rimantas Sliuzinskas



FOREWORD

Both discourses and practices of identity have a long and diverse history of the manipulation of
ethnic and/or national and cultural resources by local, national and transnational actors. They are
contained in politics of an ethnic and/or national history and culture that are evoked in claims for
the public recognition of certain locality’s past.

The politics of identity is thus an obvious reaction to the rapidly expending frontiers of a glo-
balized world of imagined homogeneity. Moreover, long-standing and relatively stable collective
identifications on the local and national level are under threat by processes of regionalism and
transnationalism that transcend the nation-state and national identities.

The second Socio-cultural Anthropology Conference at Klaipéda University (May 2009) was
as expression of the need to understand and to discuss the issues of identity politics by presenting
ethnographic analyses of particular cases of transnationalism, regionalism and contested border-
lands. It was organized by the Institute of Baltic Sea Region History and Archaeology at Klaipéda
University and the Center of Social Anthropology at Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas under
the title “Anthropological Approaches to Identity Politics: Focus on Regions, Borderlines and Di-
asporas”. The conference’s aim was to discuss and elaborate anthropological and interdisciplinary
approaches to the study of identity processes and policies from regional, borderland and diasporic
perspectives with a special reference to the New Europe and its Baltic component. About 30 con-
ference participants from 14 countries have discussed issues of a particularly ethnographic un-
derstanding of such phenomena as transnationalism, EUropeanization and globalization and their
effects on the identity politics of people living in these regions (especially in those claimed by
several heritages and traditions), as well as on contested borderlands and immigrant/diasporic com-
munities. The conference focused on the main themes of

- encounters of dominant/state and local/regional/minority/diasporic discourses and identity

politics;

- processes of national identity change in relation to transmigration, border regime change and

politics of region;

- identity politics within ethnic institutions and networks in regions and diasporas; local poli-

tics of cultural difference vis-a-vis cultural complexity;

- politics of culture and heritage; cultural ‘authenticity’ and intercultural communication in

regional perspective; changing markers of sameness and otherness in borderlands.

This issue of AHUK Studia Anthropologica, with the title: “Identity Politics: Migration, Com-
munities and Multilingualism” is a second edited volume of the conference publications. The first
volume of the conference papers came out of press with the title: Identity Politics: Histories, Re-
gions and Borderlands (Klaipéda University Publishers, 2009).

The content of the current volume is in four parts and consists of twelve scholarly articles. The
first part is on migration, second deals with the issues of identity work in particular communities,
the third part focuses on multilingualism and the fourth one is on identity processes in regional
settings.

The first — Migration — part includes articles by Jolanta Kuznecovien¢ and Neringa Liubiniene.
Both of them explore the realities of imagined community strategies of incorporation, i.e. the path-
ways of Lithuanian immigrants accommodating transmigrant situations in contemporary transna-
tionalist world and their quests for distinct identities.
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The second part — Communities — consists of four articles and reflect current research perspec-
tives as well as provides with a rich empirical materials on: transformation and identity of rural
communities vis-a-vis increased mobility and tourism (Hana Hordkova); the interplay of social
memory, identity and narratives of decline in a former highly industrial postsocialist community
(Kristina Sliavaité); the role of history and heritage for survival and continuity of the ethnic com-
munity (Sada Petruziené); the quest for integrity, continuity and identity of the alternative (noncon-
formist) community (Linas Svolkinas).

The third part — Multilingualism — focuses on linguistic patterns of identity politics. Tatjana
Russita presents her analysis of bilingual (Russian — Latvian) lessons in Latvian schools. Laima
Kalédien¢ deals with the issue of national identity and multilingualism by analyzing current lan-
guages usage situation in major Lithuanian cities.

The fourth section of the volume deals with Identities in Regional Settings. There are four
articles included here which reveal diversity of attitudes towards and strategies of identity em-
powerment in regional settings. Starting from gender identity dominated perspectives on honor
in everyday practices in Sicily (by Alina Zvinkliené) it is continued by two articles focused on
Klaipeda Region. The first one written by Nijolé Strakauskaité unpacks historical character of the
regional identity in its transformations: Prussian Lithuania — Lithuania Minor — Western Lithuania.
Vida Savoniakaité advocates for comparative perspective to be used for national identity studies
in the regions. The article by Jonas Mardosa presents ethnographic research materials on verba
(Easter-ritual plant) as a symbolic marker of ethno-confessional identity of the Eastern Lithuania
and Western Belarus border region.

The Review chapter of the recent anthropological publications consists of the review articles
written by Ida Harboe Knudsen (on Ingo Schroder and Asta Vonderau edited volume “Changing
Economies and Changing Identities in Postsocialist Eastern Europe); Rimantas Sliuzinskas (on the
“Lithuanian Ethnology: Studies in Social Anthropology and Ethnology” vol. 7(16) and 8(17)) and
Ingo Schréder (on Victor de Munck et al. book “Experiencing Vilnius™).

Additionally this volume of Studia Anthropologica includes historical source publication by
Vygandas Vareikis and also a couple of overviews of current historical research activities at Insti-
tute of Baltic Sea Region History and Archaeology, Klaipéda University.

We hope that the analytical insights, provided in this volume shows the usefulness and prospec-
tive of the anthropological and interdisciplinary approaches towards the identity politics and it will

interest our readers.

Wytis Ciubrinskas, Rimantas Sliuzinskas



