PRATARME

Moderniosios antropologijos pozitiriu socialinio ir kultiirinio identiteto bei kasdienybés tyrimai
tebéra ypac aktualiis siekiant suvokti Siuolaikiniy visuomeniy stabilumo ir kaitos procesus. Jonat-
han Friedman studijoje Kultirinis identitetas ir globalus procesas (Cultural Identity and Global
Process, 1994) vienas pirmyjy atkreipé¢ démesi i kultiirinio identiteto kaitos ypatybes, lemiamas
tiek globalizacijos i8Stikiy, tiek ir etnifikacijos jtaky. Jis itikinamai parode, kaip susiformuoja sta-
bilts pavieniai identitetai ir kaip juy vientisumo, savitumo bei itaigos veiksniai lemia istisy kultiiros
apraisky reifikacijq bei esencializacija.

Identiteto politiky iSrySkéjimas Siuo aspektu yra akivaizdi reakcija i greitai nykstancias tariamo
homogeniskumo ribas vis labiau globalizuotame pasaulyje. Be to, ilgalaikéms ir santykinai stabi-
lioms kolektyvinéms tapatybéms lokaliu ar nacionaliniu lygmeniu isStkius kelia regionalizmo bei
transnacionalizmo procesai, perzengiantys nacionalinés valstybés ir tautinio identiteto ribas. Nyks-
tancios istoriniy bei Siuolaikiniy valstybiy sienos, tautiniy riby niveliavimasis, be kita ko, lemiamas
ir atitinkamy Europos Sajungos nuostaty, i§ esmés pakeité situacijas, kuriose anksciau formuoda-
vosi lokalinio identiteto politikos. Tiek identiteto diskursai, tiek ir jo apraiskos pasizymi ilga ir su-
détinga manipuliavimo etniniu ir/ar tautiniu bei kulttiriniu paveldu istorija, veikiama tiek vietiniy ar
tautiniy, tiek ir tarptautiniy veiksniy. Tokia manipuliacija yra nesunkiai pastebima etninés ir/ar naci-
onalinés istorijos bei kulttiros politikos raidoje, kur iSryskéja ir konkreciy lokaliy teritorijy praeities
visuotinio pripazinimo reikalavimai bei pretenzijos. Taigi identifikacijos procesas bei konkrecios jo
apraiSkos, be kita ko, yra lemiamos ir minéto lokalaus kulttirinio palikimo apologety, siekianciy ji
pripazinti vietinés, regioninés ar nacionalinés istorijos sudétine dalimi.

Antroji sociokulttirinés antropologijos konferencija Klaipédos universitete, surengta 2009 m.
pavasari, sudaré salygas aptarti aktualius auks¢iau minéty identiteto politikos problemy aspektus,
pateikiant konkrecius transnacionalizmo, regionalizmo ir gin¢ijamy paribio sri¢iy etnografiniy ty-
rimy atvejus. Sia konferencija tema ,,Antropologiniai identiteto politiky tyrimai: regionai, paribio
sritys ir diasporos* (“Anthropological Approaches to Identity Politics: Focus on Regions, Border-
lands and Diasporas”) surengé Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir archeologijos
institutas drauge su Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto Socialinés antropologijos centru. Konferencijoje
siekta diskutuoti apie socialinio ir kultirinio identiteto darybos diskursus bei identiteto politikos
procesus, ypatinga démesi kreipiant i ,,naujosios Europos ir jos Baltijos regiono specifika. Apie
30 konferencijos praneséjuy, atvykusiy i§ 14 Saliy, iSsamiai analizavo konkrecius transnacionaliz-
mo, ,.europeizacijos® ir globalizacijos etnografiniy sampraty atvejus bei $iy fenomeny itaka ty
regiono gyventojy identiteto politikai. Daug démesio buvo skirta ir multikultiiralizmo apraiskoms,
gin¢ijamy paribio sri¢iy bei imigranty (diaspory) bendruomeniy tyrimams. Konferencijos progra-
moje buvo suformuluotos Sios potemes:

* dominuojantys (valstybés) ir vietiniai (regioniniai, tautiniy mazumu, diaspory) diskursai ir

identiteto politikos;

* tautinio identiteto kaitos procesai ir jy santykis su transmigracija, pasienio gyvensenos bei

regiono politikos pakitimais;

* etniniy institucijy ir etniniy tinkly politikos regiony bei diaspory ribose, kulttiriniy skirtingu-

my ir kultiiriniy samplaiky vietinés apraiskos;

e kultaros ir paveldo politikos, kultiiros autentiSkumo ir tarpkultiiriniy tarpusavio itaky regio-

ninés apraiskos; bendrybiy bei skirtybiy nuostaty pokyciai paribio srityse.



Si, tregiaji, AHUK Studia Anthropologica toma ,,Identiteto politikos: istorijos, regionai ir paribio
sritys sudaro straipsniai, kuriy dauguma yra parengti minétoje konferencijoje skaityty pranesimy
pagrindu. Pirmojoje leidinio dalyje (,,Identitetas: skirtingumo diskursai ir politikos*) publikuojamy
straipsniy autoriai (Thomas Hylland Eriksen, Jonathan D. Hill, Ingo W. Schréder, Ida Harboe Knud-
sen, Victor C. de Munck, Davorin Trpeski ir Vytis Ciubrinskas) jvairiais aspektais aptaré identiteto
paradigmos taikymo Siuolaikiniy globalizuoty regioniniy, nacionaliniy bei diaspory identifikacijy ty-
rimams ribotumus. Ypatinga démesi skirtingumo (otherness) savokai skiria Th. H. Eriksenas, straips-
nyje ,,Gyvenimas ,,perkaitusiame* pasaulyje: skirtingumas kaip universali busena“ ir parodo, kad mi-
nétas ,,skirtingumas® yra universali Siuolaikinio globalaus pasaulio aplinkybé. Etnogenezés ir etninio
paveldo sasajos formuojant identiteto politika yra pabréziamos J. D. Hillo straipsnyje. Hegemonijos
apraiskas ir religinio identiteto politika Siuolaikingje Lietuvoje aptaria I. W. Schroderis. Identiteto
nacionaliniy sampraty lyginamieji tyrimai Lietuvoje ir Makedonijoje atspindimi 1. H. Knudsen ir
V. C. De Muncko bei D. Trpeski rasiniuose. V. Ciubrinskas akcentuoja kultiirinio paveldo ir genealo-
gijos svarba identiteto politikoje, aptardamas Teksaso (JAV) lietuviy imigranty atveji.

Antrojoje tomo dalyje (,,Regionalizmas: iStakos, istorijos, atmintis ir paveldas®) nagriné¢jami
aktualdis regionalizmo (iStaky, istorijy, atminties ir kultiirinio paveldo) bruozai. Ch. Giordano
analizuoja regionalizmo sampratg kaip politini fenomena. Jis pabrézia regionalizmo salyginuma,
kuriam itakq daro tiek tautiniy valstybiy, tiek transnacionalizmo veiksniai. Istoring regionalizmo
retrospektyva Pranctizijoje pateikia Th. Schippersas. Turizmo ir kultiirinés atminties ypatybés ana-
lizuojamos A. Peleikis (vokieciy ,,téviskés turizmas Kursiy nerijoje®) ir C. Lemée (Baltijos Saliy
zydai askenaziai) straipsniuose. Abi autorés liudija turizmo svarbg atkuriant atvykeliy i tévy Zzeme
identiteta bei rekonstruojant istoring atminti. U. Kockelio straipsnyje pateikiama heimatkunde sa-
vokos interpretacija etninés ekologijos nuostaty kontekste. Autoriaus nuomone, tokia regioninés
kulttirinés atminties svarba yra aktuali prieSprieSinant ja vis labiau {sivyraujanc¢ioms kosmopoliti-
nés kultliros sampratoms.

Trecioji leidinio dalis (,,Pasienio regiono ir paribio sritys*) — du moksliniai straipsniai, aptarian-
tys paribio sri¢iy ir ribiniy samplaiky aktualijas. L. Assmuth kelia lokalinés identiteto politikos pro-
blemas, nagrinédama esty mokyklos Rusijoje pavyzdi. A. Boscoboinik apraso romy identiteto for-
mavimosi problemas romy tautos konsolidacijos Siuolaikinés Europos ,,be sieny™ perspektyvoje.

Greta moksliniy straipsniy §io tomo skaitytojas ras ir aktualiy antropologijos publikaciju bei
daktaro disertacijy recenzijy, taip pat iSsamia periodinio mokslo leidinio ,,Lietuvos etnologija: so-
cialinés antropologijos ir etnologijos studijos* Nr. 5—6 apzvalga. Pirmieji keturi $io leidinio tomai
buvo pristatyti Studia Anthropologica 1-11 tomuose 2006 m.

Visi straipsniai skelbiami angly (vienas — vokieciy) kalba su i§samiomis santraukomis lietuviy
kalba.

Siame AHUK Studia Anthropologica 111 tome publikuojami straipsniai atskleidZia pagius jvai-
riausius antropologinius identiteto darybos ir identiteto politikos tyrin¢jimy aspektus. Jo rengéjai
tikisi, kad visa $i medziaga skaitytojams bus aktuali ir jdomi.

Vytis Ciubrinskas, Rimantas Sliuzinskas



FOREWORD

From the vantage point of a social and cultural anthropology of late modernity, issues of iden-
tity and the everyday have assumed key importance for the understanding of stability and change
in contemporary socio-cultural worlds. Jonathan Friedman in his Cultural Identity and Global
Process (1994) was among the first to address the shifting nature of cultural identity that is being
challenged by globalization and empowered by ethnification. He has built a framework of un-
derstanding how identities are constructed as stable entities and how their solidity, singularity and
power are based on the objectification, reification and essentialization of culture.

The politics of identity is thus an obvious reaction to the rapidly expending frontiers of a glo-
balized world of imagined homogeneity. Moreover, long-standing and relatively stable collective
identifications on the local and national level are under threat by processes of regionalism and
transnationalism that transcend the nation-state and national identities. Historic and current chan-
ges of border regimes as well as the permeability of national borders, brought about, for example,
by European Union regulations, have significantly impacted local politics of identity. Both dis-
courses and practices of identity have a long and diverse history of the manipulation of ethnic and/
or national and cultural heritages by local, national and transnational actors. They are contained
in politics of an ethnic and/or national history and culture that are evoked in claims for the public
recognition of certain locality’s past. Thus, the work of identification is also undertaken by the
proponents of a particular heritage who are striving for the recognition of that heritage as part of a
local, regional or national history.

The second Socio-cultural Anthropology Conference at Klaipéda University in the spring of
2009 is an expression of the need to understand and discuss the above-mentioned issues of identity
politics by presenting ethnographic analyses of particular cases of transnationalism, regionalism
and contested borderlands. It was organized by Klaipéda University’s Institute of Baltic Sea Regi-
on History and Archaeology and the Center of Social Anthropology of Vytautas Magnus University
in Kaunas under the title of “Anthropological Approaches to Identity Politics: Focus on Regions,
Borderlands and Diasporas”. The conference’s aim was to discuss and elaborate anthropological
and interdisciplinary approaches to the study of identity processes and policies from regional,
borderland and diasporic perspectives with a special reference to the New Europe and its Baltic
component. About 30 conference participants from 14 countries have discussed issues of a parti-
cularly ethnographic understanding of such phenomena as transnationalism, EUropeanization and
globalization and their effects on the identity politics of people living in these regions (especially
in those claimed by several heritages and traditions), as well as on contested borderlands and im-
migrant/diasporic communities. The conference focused on the main themes of

* encounters of dominant/state and local/regional/minority/diasporic discourses and identity

politics;

* processes of national identity change in relation to transmigration, border regime change and

politics of region;

* identity politics within ethnic institutions and networks in regions and diasporas; local poli-

tics of cultural difference vis-a-vis cultural complexity;

e politics of culture and heritage; cultural ‘authenticity’ and intercultural communication in

regional perspective; changing markers of sameness and otherness in borderlands.



This volume of AHUK Studia Anthropologica is based on the conference presentations with the
title “Identity Politics: Histories, Regions and Borderlands”. The first part on “Identity: Discourses
and Politics of Otherness” includes articles by Thomas Hylland Eriksen, Jonathan Hill, Ingo Schro-
der, Ida Harboe Knudsen, Victor C. de Munck, Davorin Trpeski and Vytis Ciubrinskas. All of them
question the dominant identity paradigm as too limited to be fruitfully applied to the analysis of
contemporary globalized regional, national and diasporic identifications. Of particular importance
is the approach to ‘otherness’ offered by Hylland Eriksen, who argues in his article “Living in an
Overheated World: Otherness as a Universal Condition” that otherness is a universal condition.
The relevance of ethno-genesis and heritage in the construction of identity politics is emphasised
by Hill. The question of identity as hegemonic narrative is addressed by Schroder with a focus on
the Catholic Church in Lithuania. Two comparative cases of national representations of identity
in the New Europe, Lithuania and Macedonia, are presented by Harboe Knudsen and de Munck.
Ciubrinskas’ contribution stresses the importance of heritage and genealogy for identity politics in
reclaiming a local Lithuanian past in Texas.

The second part of the volume focuses on “Regionalism: Roots, Histories, Memories and Herit-
ages”. It begins with a contribution by Christian Giordano on the analysis of regionalism as a politi-
cal phenomenon. The author argues for the understanding of this ‘social imaginary’ as contested
terrain, challenged by both the nation-state ands transnationalism. A historical perspective on French
regionalism is presented by Thomas Schippers. Issues of tourism and cultural memory are addressed
by Anja Peleikis, with a focus on German tourists in Lithuania, and Carole Lemée who focuses on
Ashkenazi Jews in the Baltic States. Both authors demonstrate that tourism involves the reconstitu-
tion of visitors’ identity and thus joins history, identity and memory. Ullrich Kockel’s chapter sug-
gests the re-establishment of heimatkunde as an ethnologically informed human ecology of place.
Such a regional cultural knowledge or ‘wisdom of place’ could assume the role of an important
scholarly paradigm vis-a-vis the currently predominant cosmopolitan understanding of culture.

The volume’s third part consists of two articles that focus on borderlands and border-crossings.
Laura Assmuth explores an Estonian school in Russia as a case for understanding identity politics
on the Baltic (Estonian-Russian) border. Andrea Boscoboinik describes processes of nation build-
ing and identity politics among Roma populations in Europe as an example of ethnic boundary
construction and the concomitant challenging of state borders.

Beside scientific articles it is possible to read here some reviews of actual anthropological pub-
lications and Doctor dissertations, as well as comprehensive presentation of annual “Lithuanian
Ethnology: Studies in Social Anthropology and Ethnology”, Vol. 5-6. The information about pub-
lications from the first four volumes of this leading anthropological journal in Lithuania was put in
Studia Anthropologica Vol. 1-11, 2006.

All texts are published in English (one — in German) language with full Summaries in Lithua-
nian.

This AHUK Studia Anthropologica — 111 volume’s rich analyses bear witness to the usefulness
and prospect of an anthropological approach to identity politics. Let us hope that these new per-
spectives and research trajectories will be of interest to our readers as well.

Wytis Ciubrinskas, Rimantas Sliuzinskas



