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EDITOR'S NOTE

As the 19th century drew to a close, the social sciences challenged ‘conventional’ his-
torical writing, which for almost too long had been interested in political and military
events. The reaction to this was the emergence and institutional entrenchment of
social history, which has manifested itself far from synchronously, and has yielded
various results in different European countries. Over the next hundred years and
more, not only the emancipation of social history took place in historiography, but
also the development of its many directions. The very notion of what social history
is also changed. At the end of the 20th century, when the ‘new cultural history’ at-
tacked the avant-garde positions of social history, some predicted its end. But so-
ciety has not disappeared from the horizons of researchers, and neither have the
many promising approaches that were born in the field of social history.

The further development of social history remains an important expectation, es-
pecially for regions of Europe where society has long been written about from ei-
ther nationalist or quasi-Marxist perspectives. One of these regions, encompassing
the former Prussia, part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (primarily Zemaitija) and
Curonia, lies on the southeast shores of the Baltic Sea. The ‘moments’ in the societ-
ies of that region, and approaches to get to know them more deeply, are shared in
this set of articles by experts on different topics. The articles cover the period from
the Union of Kreva to the Great Northern War, that is, the Late Middle Ages and the
Early Modern Period. Their subject matter is broad, like the field of social history
itself. Guessing which way the further development of social history in the Baltic Sea
region will go is probably not meaningful today. Whatever the direction, we hope
that this collection of articles will contribute to a deeper understanding of specific
issues. It would not have been possible without the authors who contributed to it,
and whom | thank for their cooperation.

Vasilijus Safronovas



REDAKTORIAUS ZODIS
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XIX amZiui baigiantis, socialiniai mokslai meté is3tkj ,konvenciskai“ suvoktai istori-
jai, pernelyg ilgai besidoméjusiai beveik vien politiniais ir kariniais jvykiais. Reakcija
tai tapo socialinés istorijos atsiradimas ir institucinis jsitvirtinimas, skirtingose Euro-
pos Salyse pasireiskes toli grazu nesinchroniskai ir daves nevienodus rezultatus. Per
daugiau kaip Simtg mety istoriografijoje jvyko ne tik socialinés istorijos emancipaci-
ja, bet ir daugybés krypciy iSsiplétojimas. Pasikeité ir pats suvokimas, kas yra socia-
liné istorija. Kai XX a. pabaigoje ,naujoji kultdrine istorija“ pasikésino j avangardines
socialinés istorijos pozicijas, kai kas pranasavo jos pabaiga. Bet visuomene isS tyréjy
akiracCio nedingo, kaip nedingo ir daugybe perspektyviy prieigy, gimusiy socialines
istorijos lauke.

Juolab socialinés istorijos tolesnis plétojimas lieka svarbiu IGkescCiu kalbant apie
tuos Europos regionus, kuriuose ilgg laikg apie visuomene rasyta arba iS naciona-
listiniy, arba i kvazimarksistiniy perspektyvy. Bitent toks yra pietrytinis Baltijos
jaros regionas, buvusi Prasija, dalis Lietuvos DidZiosios KunigaikStystés (pirmiausia
Zemaitija) ir Kur3as. Sio regiono visuomeniy ,nuotraukomis” ir badais, kaip tas vi-
suomenes geriau pazinti, straipsniy rinkinyje dalijasi skirtingy temy Zinovai. Straips-
niai apima vélyvuosius viduramZius ir ankstyvuosius naujuosius laikus, laikotarpj
mazdaug nuo Krévos unijos iki DidZiojo Siaurés karo. Jy tematika plati, kaip ir pats
Siuolaikinés socialinés istorijos laukas. Kur link pasuks tolesné socialinés istorijos
pletoté Baltijos jaros regione, spélioti Siandien turbdt néra prasminga. Kad ir koks
baty Sis postkis, tikimés, kad straipsniy rinkinys prisidés prie iSsamesnio konkreciy
klausimy suvokimo. Tai nebdty buve jmanoma be prie rinkinio prisidéjusiy autoriy,
kuriems uz bendradarbiavima kuriant rinkinio turinj dékoju.

Vasilijus Safronovas
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