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ABSTRACT
The key topics discussed in the article are related to the dating of the commencement of construction of 
Kriegsmarine coastal defence and antiaircraft (Flak) artillery batteries in Memel (Klaipeda). The author 
argues that the most important goal of Kriegsmarine was to protect the port entrance channel from attacks 
or blocking from the sea. Therefore, the period of March 1939 to the early 1940 discussed in the article 
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batteries around the city could have been built in a later period. Until then, temporary emplacements for 
Flak guns could have been constructed in the surrounding areas. Field research data on Tauralaukis Flak 
battery gave more credibility to the presumptions presented in the article. Some shell remains revealed 
ammunition marks stating that this ammo was made in 1941. 
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the last week of March 1939.
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period, after the war with Poland, or even with the Soviet Union, had started. Until then, temporary 
emplacements for Flak guns could have been constructed in the surrounding areas. The arguments 
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were dated better, however, the information contained in them was also imprecise: improbable 
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possible that Flak batteries aiming to protect the positions of coastal defence cannons from air raids 
were being constructed at that time. Part of those Flak batteries had a double purpose, namely, 
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in the article will have to be revised in the future.

The period and circumstances of the construction of some Flak batteries can be deduced 
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Flak gun shell scraps. Shell cases were detected in the fragments of Tauralaukis (Tauerlauken) 
battery reinforced concrete structures. The investigation of misshapen 105 mm shells revealed that 
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shells have revealed ammunition marks stating that this ammo was made in 1941. This means that 
Tauralaukis Flak battery, located 4.5 km away from the sea, was built not earlier that the shells 
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referred to in the article is the presumption that the construction of coastal defence and antiaircraft 
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