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ABSTRACT
On the basis of archival documents, the interwar Lithuanian press, and historical literature, the article 
analyzes the policy of Lithuania’s Goverment in Klaipeda Region occupied by Nazi Germany in 1939. 
The author argues that Lithuanian authorities were not merely passive spectators of the events; they acti-
vely responded to the Nazi policy in Klaipeda Region, tried to defend the national and private economic 
interests and the rights of their citizens, made an effort to stop Lithuanians’ deportation from the region, 
as well as mediated in releasing Lithuanians from the places of imprisonment and recreated the abolished 
educational and cultural institutions. The efforts of Lithuanian authorities to change the situation in Klai-
peda Region to its advantage were thwarted by the Soviet occupation in June, 1940.
KEY WORDS: Klaipeda, Lithuanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lithuanian Embassy in Germany, Li-
thuanian Consulate in Klaipeda, Kazys Škirpa, German Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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S u m m a r y

In 1939-1940, the Lithuanian Government, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and diplomatic 
representatives were making attempts to release the imprisoned Lithuanians from prisons and to 
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efforts to free the arrested Lithuanians lasted until the occupation and annexation of Lithuania by 
the Soviets in 1940. 
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Lithuanian governmental institutions took care of different problems of Lithuanians workers 
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interventions of Lithuanian diplomats gave positive results. The German Ministry of Foreign 
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stop applying imprisonment.

When Germany occupied Klaipeda Region, Lithuanian educational and cultural institutions and 
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newspapers. Due to the strict Nazi Germanisation policies and the war, the Lithuanian Government 
failed to achieve those goals. The German authorities made promises, however, failed to keep 
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place. Germany’s representatives demanded various privileges and compensations for their country. 
The inventory of Lithuanian national and private property and the processes of its regaining and 
compensation were interrupted by the Soviet occupation of 1940.


