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ABSTRACT
The western European powers and their allies, including the Baltic States, were more concerned about the un-
avoidable economic losses of war, while Germany was a prisoner of its delusions about the potential economic 
���������	
��

���
���
���������	
��
���
����������
����
��������
����
	���
��������
��		��	
������
���

��������
���	�	�
���
��	�
���
��	�
���������
��		��

�	
����
��

�	
������
����		����
��
������
���
�������

without some impact on the society as a whole and on the mobilisation of the economy. In reality, only a few 
units could be activated, and even those available to provide road cover had a shortage of personnel and modes 
of transport. The commanders realised that even if they were to develop plans for mobilisation, the implementa-
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The danger of a politically motivated delay or demands by a foreign country would postpone any plans and 
make mobilisation too late. The analysis of the principal problems demonstrated that the main issues were not 
even grounded in the clear technological advantages or differences between the Lithuanian and other armies. 
Quite the opposite: the most important problems were related to slow planning, a lack of coordination, late com-
munications, and unclear sub-ordination in the chain of command. Not less problematic was the basic discipline 
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which paralysed the whole decision-making process. This combination determined the system’s outlook and its 
capacity to resist a foreign, that of German Reich’s, invasion in 1939.
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had never used the Brno, which was the standard light machine gun of the Lithuanian army. Apart 
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most severely. However, it was not only the commanders who were a problem. The total number of 
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The decrease might be accounted for by the number of the local population who dropped out as 
they were loyal to Kaunas government.

The military planners saw that, at the time, it was nearly impossible for the additional units to 
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suggested that concentration of forces three kilometres from the border of Kretinga District should 
start. The only mobilised contingent, in case of a rebellion, were to be from the rest of Lithuania, but 
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main bullwark of resistance. The previously planned mobilisation into the Border Defense Batallions 
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of the task mobilisational centers, as well as for the lack of storage places to keep military materials 
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and armed, the planners suggested providing them with arms instead of the BDB.

The changes in the plans clearly demonstrated that the military authorities did not trust the local 
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paramilitary forces from beyond the boundaries of Klaipeda Region. The analysis of the principal 
problems demonstrated that the main issues were not even grounded in the clear technological 
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important problems were related to slow planning, a lack of coordination, belated communications, 
and unclear sub-ordination in the chain of command. Other problems included the basic discipline 
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dictatorship which paralysed the whole decision-making process and its implementation in the 
political system. The combination determined the system’s outlook and its capacity to resist the 
foreign German invasion in 1939.


