
�������	
����
�	�����
��������������	�������������	�	��������
	�����������������������
������
������� �!"����#$�%&" ����� ��'��(&)&$ � �**���+,�,���+-./���

�����+01,�2

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 �� � 
 � �
 � � 
� 	 � � � � � � 	 � 	 � � � � � ��
� � � 
 � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � 
 � �� �
 � � � � 	 � � � � �
 � � � � 	 � 
 �

��� ! "#����$%&'&(��

ABSTRACT
The article examines the impact of the identity-making processes on the ideological preparation of the 
annexation of Klaipeda Region in 1939. As early as in 1919-1920, efforts were made to unite local 
inhabitants of Klaipeda Region on the basis of their common past, shared traditions, and belonging to 
the German culture. For that purpose, a new identity concept “Memelländer” was designed. In 1938, its 
content was partially geared to another concept of “Memeldeutsche”. The paper analyzes and compares 
the meanings attributed to both of those concepts and supported within the public communication space, 
as well as the ceremonies and rites which were to unite local inhabitants on the basis of those meanings. 
It examines which institutions and groups of people made efforts to maintain them and why. By analysing 
the possibilities of the impact of those meanings, a new interpretation of Memelländer is proposed. It is 
based on the view that the concept of “Memelländer” (and subsequently, “Memeldeutsche”) should be 
treated as situational rather than a stable expression of the identity of Klaipeda Region’s local inhabitants.
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S u m m a r y

The 1939 annexation of Klaipeda Region (Memelgebiet) was seen by contemporaries as meeting 
natural expectations of the Region’s population. The article aims to provide the explanation how 
it became possible for both Germany (and later Nazi-Germany) and the Region’s inhabitants to 
maintain ideological and cultural ties during the interwar period and how those ties helped to create 
such an atmosphere within public communication space in which no doubts arose concerning 
self-determination of the Region’s inhabitants in 1939. Therefore, it addresses the issue by which 
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public discourse during the interwar period.
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Lithuanian population of the Region, as well as the need for their orientation towards German culture, 
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attributed to the said concept and supported within public communication space at least before 1933, 
as well as ceremonies and rites which were to unite local inhabitants on the basis of those meanings 
in 1938, were partially geared to the content of another concept, that of Memeldeutsche. Such a 
change is seen in the article as a tool to ideologically prepare the Region’s inhabitants for the 1939 
annexation. Therefore, it is true to say that the persistent maintenance of the semantics, on which the 
Memelländer (and later Memeldeutsche) concept was based, largely contributed to the possibility of 
creation of above mentioned atmosphere in public communication space.

At least three reasons of creation of peculiar semantics of the Memelländer concept can be 
����������@���/��@�����
!
������A���
����
��������A!���"�!�
������&'01R�
���!
�������@
�����!����
in the face of newly established Lithuania’s territorial claims to keep Prussian-Lithuanians under the 
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the Region’s populace which gained universal suffrage in 1919. The pro-German identity ideology 
expressed through Memelländer concept started to be formed in Klaipeda Region during the period 
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public communication space was inspired by the idea of the establishment of the Free State of 
Klaipeda Region that emerged in 1921. Till 1923, the semantics was predominantly maintained by 
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into Lithuania in 1923, the meanings of the pro-German identity ideology, largely maintained by 
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of anti-integrative political climate in the Region. The rearrangement of the Region’s pro-German 
political parties in 1933 produced radicalization of the ideology, for the National-Socialist regime, 
en-trenched in Germany, resolutely tried to take over the control of the situation in Klaipeda Region. 
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belonging to Germany and separation from Lithuania increased. In 1934-1938, the maintenance 
of meanings of the pro-German identity ideology and the formation of the myth of martyrdom of 
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Kulturverband shifted the semantics of the pro-German identity ideology towards consolidation of 
the Region’s inhabitants in terms of training their loyalty to National-Socialism and to the ideas of 
German nationalism.

Thus, during 1919-1939, practical employment of the pro-German identity ideology in Klaipeda 
Region underwent several changes. Its content, however, remained slightly transformed. During 
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belonging and separateness through concepts which embodied regional dependency (Memelländer, 
and since 1938, Memeldeutsche) and through the use of symbols and images of the common 
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most mobilizing of such rites were the elections to the local Landtag which had been represented as 
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against Lithuania’s endeavour to Lithuanianize Klaipeda Region, thus destroying its distinction. 
Another periodical rite that performed the function of consolidation was the remembrance of 
the inhabitants of Klaipeda Region fallen in World War 1 which was annually implemented on 
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aspirations to create a central monument of all-Germany to the fallen in the World War were 
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erected as early as in 1931. A collection that was taken up in the Region to build this monument, as 
well as constant nurturance of the burial-ground, was repre-sented as a tribute to the memory of the 
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whole of the regional rites to the culture of remembrance of National-Socialist Germany.

In the analysis of the possibilities of the impact of the pro-German identity ideology, it should 
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with concepts – both of Memelländer and Memeldeutsche – was situational. On the other hand, 
the ratio of powers that prevailed within public communication space of Klaipeda Region during 
the interwar period was more conducive to the impact of the pro-German identity ideology, as the 
latter’s competition with the Lithuanian nationalist identity ideology during the interwar period 
was not one of two equivalent powers. Moreover, at least until 1933, the pro-German identity 
ideology was based on the elements of tradition, culture, and the past, which could be recognized 
by local inhabitants as characterising themselves. Nevertheless, it is also important to regard the 
fact that in 1930s, when pro-German orientations were strengthened and pro-Nazi orientations 
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and violence began to be used as a means of gaining over local inhabitants. The fact prevents from 
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part of the inhabitants.


