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ABSTRACT
The article deals with the historical circumstances and reasons which predetermined the possession of 
Klaipeda by Lithuania, with the idea and the practice of the Versailles system mainly taken into consider-
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power which predetermined the existence of national states in the Eastern and Central Europe, especially 
in the East Baltic region. 
KEY WORDS: international transit, Versailles system, national state, imperial reaction, balance of power.
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S u m m a r y

As stated by the author, Lithuanian politics of the recent years with regard to the eastern neighbor 
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potential. On the other hand, an ideological struggle against the so-called Soviet legacy raised 
doubts about the post-WW2 territorial structure of the state. The concrete historical circumstances 
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the tendency to ignore the power balance which preconditioned the existence of national Lithuania 
with an access to the sea started emerging. 

The author argues that the present national state of Lithuania is not an accidental result of 
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According to the author, the origin of the modern Lithuanian state is to be found in the conceptual 
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the east and the League of Nations in the west. 
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guarantees, new national states became non effective and vulnerable. The reborn imperial reaction 
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part of Lithuania after WW1 and under which the same region was torn away from the state in 1939 
clearly demonstrated the failures of the Versailles system.
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Lithuania including Klaipeda was restored, too, however, the restoration limited the sovereignty 
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Central European states maintained the prospect of restoring their sovereignty which became 
possible when the tensions between the East and the West weakened. In 1989-1991, after the 
restoration of sovereignty of Eastern Central European states, Lithuania, including Klaipeda 
Region, restored its independence as well. 

Thus, historical development witnesses Lithuania as the result of the balance between the East 
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