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ABSTRACT
The article reviews the development stages of the battle of Durbe narrative over the period of the 13th to 
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way and the reasons of the changes in the battle of Durbe narrative in different traditions, the impact that 
caused the changes, and the functions the narrative played in historical works. Major attention is focused 
on three chronicles: the Livonian Rhymed Chronicle (the 13th c.). The Chronicle of the Prussian Land 
of Peter of Dusburg (mid-14th c.) and Simon Grunau’s Chronicle (mid-16th c.). The chronicles present 
three versions of the battle of Durbe story which are related and which, however, differ in the plot, 
details, and functions. Each version marked three different stages of the narrative development and for-
med three different traditions of the battle of Durbe narrative, on the basis of which subsequent authors 
created historical myths of the said battle. Part of the details of the historical myths (and especially those 
��������������������!�����"���������#�����������������������	�����������������	������������������$�
historical, and educational literature.
KEY WORDS: Chronicle, historiography, the Teutonic Order, research into sources, symbols, historical 
memory.
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%�������������&��������/�>�����������������+�����Mato$�8��=��������'������������=�����%��Pipini 
�+����
�7����%�������������'��������9���Matto�� �
�!������8����8�%��������������������	��5�Mato 
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�\����������8����8�����8��������������+�V�>�����, ku-
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�\���������*����*��&�������$�8���
Sclodo�����8�%��?�=�	8�?������;���8����	8��%������'���*���+/��#��+�?��	���
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S u m m a r y
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needs of a given period, authorial aims and the effect writers sought.  In the Middle Ages chroni-
clers representing different institutional and public ideologies altered the narrative of the Battle of 
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to strengthen the effect they sought to create on their readers.  The aim of this article is to sum up 
the development of accounts of the battle in historical writing during the thirteenth- early sixteenth 
centuries.  Most attention is devoted to three chronicles, namely the Livonian Rhymed Chronicle 
(late thirteenth cent.), Peter of Dusburg‘s Chronicle of the Land of Prussia (1326) and Simon 
Grunau‘s  Prussian Chronicle (mid-sixteenth cent.).  These chronicles contain three related but dif-
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��\����������������
of the battle is found in the Livonian Rhymed Chronicle and this formed the basis for later chroni-
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his chronicle‘s report of the encounter for a Prussian audience.  New details were added, while 
some features relating to Livonia, but of little relevance to a Prussian reader, were omitted, with 
more stress laido n the heroic exploits of members of the Prussian branch of the Teutonic Order.  
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Simon Grunau.  Grunau supplemented Dusburg‘s account with many details not mentioned previ-
����	��������������������������������������������	���������������
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in scholarship, propaganda, 1����� ������� and educational literature.   


