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ABSTRACT
The paper aims to analyse various aspects of interdependence between the nationality and the citizenship 
of the residents of Klaipeda region by restricting the analysis to the political and economic factors of the 
20th c. The analysis was carried out on the basis of little known archival materials. The article seeks to 
prove that nationality and citizenship, as the principal forms of the identity expression, have not always 
been a matter of free self-determination; they would frequently change  depending on the external poli-
tical and ideological pressure. 
KEY WORDS: Klaipeda region, citizenship, nationality, optation, foreigners.
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individual turns into a social being, i.e. a member of a certain social group. Citizenship and natio-
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red as the invariable given. However, the practice of social and political life witnesses  something  
different.

Citizenship is a dimension of the relationship of a person and a state, a way of legitimation of 
mutual duties and liabilities, responsibility and control. The citizenship is acquired in a natural way 
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goes either from the state towards the individual or from the individual towards the state. When 
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Nationality is always acquired in a natural way, however, not merely by birth, but also inculcated 
via language, customs, and traditions. There is not a single person who would have no nationality. 
Nationality, differently from citizenship, shall not be granted. It is an ideal case when both the 
dimensions coincide.

The aim of the article is to show the tensions that may arise between the two dimensions. The 
article will deal with the aspects of the interrelationship of the citizenship and nationality in the 
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thuanian.  The tension between the dimensions under question appeared after the annexation of Klai-
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The issues were complicated, therefore, the so-called Optation Agreement was passed in addi-
��
	�
	�{�����������{|}���/������	$���
���
����
	���������%����%
����%
�
�����!���
��
�����&
��*��-
!�	�$���>�	�%��������

��	���%����`��%��	��	�$���>�	�%�����	����$���������7%��
���	���&
��*��!�	�
$���>�	�%���������
�
������
�������+���
	����%�	�����������
��
&���!������$��
�$
!!��������%
�
���
�����%��	���$�����������
&�	���
	�
�����	��$���>�	�%����
��������
�������{|�~��5	��%����
������%���
Germany did not consciously encourage to opt for German citizenship. On the contrary, it tried to 
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choice was followed by painful consequences. The situation changed after the repatriation of ethnic 
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the repatriants  were initially settled in special camps in the territory of Poland. During the citi-
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German Reich administration tried to disentangle the problem for a long time: was it possible to 
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to acquire German citizenship and became people without citizenship. To be a person without citi-
zenship in the years of war meant being nearly ruined. 
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cally recognized  to be Soviet citizens. However, “automatically” meant a trap, as the newly issued 
Soviet passports required to indicate nationality. People of German nationality and descent started 
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 People of German nationality and descent  who felt strongly about their German nationality 
refused to get Soviet passports and would become people without citizenship. The residents of 
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Soviet citizens. That was the only option for making a decision and choosing. 

In that period, another turning point in the issue of identity is of interest: when the discharge 
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�
!��
&��%�!�&��
��\��%����
����	������������
	���&�
!�*��!�	��	�������
	���7%��
&X$��
�����
	�
����&
�!�
�����
�����%��6��
������	�����	���
�����&
��`��%��	��	�$���>�	�%����	�{|�|��

H0�#1"(!0�(@�7%����
����������
�%��%��+����
�$�
&�`��%��	����	��*��!�	������$��$���&
�$���
$%
�$��
&�$���>�	�%����	��	���
	�
�����`��%��	��	����������
�����&�
!��
�������+���
	��%�	��%���
����$����*��!�	�$���>�	�%�����%�
��*��!�	���	�`��%��	��������X	����%�	��%�����!�	�����
��	��-
cate their German nationality in personal documents. The author states that the residents of Klai-
�����+���
	�$
�
��	
������������%��%����%��������`��%��	��	�
��*��!�	�	���
	�
���7%��������
people of both cultures, and their nationality or citizenship was decided upon on the basis of other 
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Staatenlos im Krieg zu sein bedeutete fast das Zugrundegehen...
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