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ABSTRACT
The paper analyses the context of the formation and the narrative structure of the borussianistic histori-
cal master narrative based on the myth of Prussia’s German mission. By examining the relationship be-
tween the master narrative and the culture of remembrance, the article shows how, during the period of 
1871-1914, the meanings of the borussianistic historical master narrative were consolidated into public 
commemoration practices of East Prussia and how that consolidation changed the multiplicity of identity 
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erection of a national monument “Borussia” in Klaipeda/ Memel), the article investigates the forms of ap-
plication of borussianistic historical master narrative meanings on the territory of East Prussia, inhabited 
by mixed Lithuanian and German population.
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culture of remembrance that provides an answer to the question which elements of the historical 
master narrative are most topical for a certain communication milieu. Given such assumption, the 
article attempts to identify the symbols related to the German historical master narrative, called 
�	�
����������%�����������#	������¥
���������
���5������
������
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and the factors that predetermined their actualization, as well as the type of transformations of the 
meaning restructuring and actualization experienced by the historical master narrative adapted to 
the regional culture of remembrance. 
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the late 19th c. is said to be related to the strengthening of the opposition between the etatistic and 
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German nationalism were adapted to, however, the reluctance to give up the traditional etatistic 
�	����	
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The second part of the article analyzes the context of the formation of the borussianistic 
historical master narrative based on the myth of the German mission of Prussia and the structure 
of its plot. Based on the research of other authors into public festivals of the period of the German 
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of the historical master narrative were the most topical in the practice of the historical master  
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Prussian reforms of the 19th c., the War of Liberation against Napoleon’s occupation, the policies 
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Prussia towards building a national state. 
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19th c. substituted for the components of the identity of the East Prussia population. The analysis of 
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components of a) the nationalistic and b) the local identities. German nationalism was supported not 
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support to the said myth and the borussianistic historical master narrative served as a prerequisite 
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Prussian to entirely German. The strengthening of the local component was by no means separated 
from the nationalistic component of the identity. The said trend was oriented towards the support of 
belonging to the nation by means of symbols or elements of the past typical of that place. 

The fourth part of the article presents a case study of the erection of the “Borussia” national 
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historical master narrative. The case study proved that the meanings of the borussianistic historical 
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those symbols of the master narrative and their certain meanings were actualized that played the 
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allowed to understand the position of the relevant place in the major plots of the master narrative. 
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identity into national, and national into local) that allowed to bring the conception of nation closer 
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diversity of the past concepts retained in different communication milieus by reinforcing a non-
controversial story and emphasizing the meanings supported by it. An attempt to substitute the cult 
of Louise, characteristic of the local remembrance tradition in Klaipeda, for the totality of the plot 
	�������	�
���������������	������#�������������$�����	#�������
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1871) revealed by the case study of the erection of the “Borussia” monument, just proved it. 

Another factor that was said to ensure hegemonization was the strong ideological unity of 
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contributed the major share of the funds. Therefore, the two alternative types of national monuments 
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of the government and national monuments that expressed the power of the national unity) were 
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donations in order to actualize a certain element of the borussianistic historical master narrative is 
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himself as a symbol of national integration participated in the actualization of such an element, the 
mobilization of the community for donating for the erection of the monument and / or participation 
in its unveiling was not infrequently better motivated. The choice of the region of East Prussia 
inhabited both by Germans and Lithuanians for the analysis characteristically proves that, in that 
particular case, the ethnic characteristic of the population of the East Prussian province did not play 
������<���������	����q	���	����
����������
���������&�������������&������&���	�������������	���������
same way as the German community of the region did.
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Annahme ausgehend wird im Beitrag analysiert, welche mit der als borussianisch bezeichneten 
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gang von der vorwiegend etatistischen Weltanschauung zu der überwiegenden nationalistischen 
Weltanschauung sowie um den Übergang von der Kulturnation zu der Rechtsnation, der bei der 
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Richtung Gründen eines Nationalstaates darstellten.
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