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Abstract

This article discusses the imagery of anthropomorphic and zoomorphic figurines which accompanied eleven burials in the
Stone Age cemetery at Zvejnieki, Latvia. These burials date to the sixth, fifth and early-mid fourth millennia cal BC, ac-
cording to radiocarbon dates of human remains from ten of the eleven burials, three of which were dated for this paper. The
figurines are considered in terms of their characteristic formal qualities and their position within graves. Parallels are drawn
with similar finds from elsewhere in the Baltic region. The imagery employed appears to be based on observations of nature,
the fishing and hunting lifeways of these communities, and their beliefs concerning life after death, which were not apparently
affected by the transitions from Mesolithic to Neolithic, and between Early Neolithic Narva culture and Middle Neolithic

Typical Comb Ware Culture.
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Introduction

Zvejnieki burial ground, excavated in the 1960s and
70s by Francis Zagorskis (1987; 2004) and very in-
tensively researched in recent years (Nilsson-Stutz et
al. 2013; Meadows et al. 2016; 2018; Zagorska 2016;
Torv et al. 2017), still offers the potential for new in-
terpretations of the recovered archaeological material.
This also applies to the artistic representations depos-
ited as grave goods, including zoomorphic and anthro-
pomorphic figurines.

The Zvejnieki archaeological complex — a burial
ground and two adjacent settlement sites — was situated
on a gravel ridge of glacial origin, formerly an island
in palacolake Burtnieks (Fig. 1). The initial dating of
the burials was based on artefact typology, the areal
distribution of the burials and changing burial prac-
tices. On this basis, two groups were distinguished:
Mesolithic burials, on the highest part of the ridge, and
Neolithic burials, in the area where an old farmhouse
is now situated. In general, the conclusions drawn by
the archaeologists have been confirmed by radiocarbon
dating. At the same time the dating provide evidence of
a more complicated picture and indicate the necessity
of dating each separate burial, as the whole area served
as a cemetery during all stages of the Mesolithic and
Neolithic. The same applies to the graves containing
anthropomorphic and zoomorphic figurines, because
these figurines can’t be dated independently and the
other grave goods found with the figurines are not al-
ways chronologically sensitive (in contrast to other set-

tings, where burials often have diagnostic pottery or
metalwork).

The number of burials at Zvejnieki with figurines is
small: there are only 14 pieces from 11 burials (out of
a total 330 excavated burials). The sculptures found
at Zvejnieki are made from various materials: mostly
bone and antler, less commonly clay and stone. They
represent birds, cervids, some aquatic animals, and
humans (Zagorskis 1973; Butrimas 2000; Zagorska
2000; Irsénas 2000; 2006; 2010).

This material is now being investigated through re-
newed examination of excavation records, field
drawings and photographs, supplemented by new ra-
diocarbon dates.

The graves containing anthropomorphic and zoomor-
phic figurines are distributed in different areas of the
burial ground, forming three groups: burials situated
on the north-western slope of the gravel ridge (Fig. 1:
I), burials located on the southern slope of the ridge
(Fig. 1: IT) and burials around the Zvejnieki farmstead,
on the south-eastern slope of the ridge (Fig. 1: III). The
first group represents mainly Late Mesolithic and Early
Neolithic burials; the second consists mainly of Late
Early Neolithic burials; and the third includes burials
from the Middle Neolithic (Tables I, II).

The areal and typological division of the graves con-
taining art objects is now supported, and also refined,
by new radiocarbon dating of the burials. Of the 11
burials with figurines, 10 are dated by radiocarbon, but
1 is only dated typologically.



Table I. Description of the dated Zvejnieki burials containing art objects
(according to Ilga Zagorska)

Grave | Sex Position | Orientation | Ochre |Stones |Art representations | Other grave goods Dating
74 female |extended | SW - NE intense | - bird figurine by 43 tooth-pendants — LM
supine skull, wild boar tusk | elk, deer, wild boar,
grey seal
100 | Infans II | extended | NE - SW intense | stone bird figurine-pendant | 72 tooth-pendants- LM
supine package | at the waist-line, wild boar, elk,red deer,
bone aurochs, wild horse
57 |female |extended |NW - SE intense | stone staff of elk head by | bone spearhead, LM
supine package | left leg, bone stone axe, 49 tooth-
pendants(elk, red deer,
aurochs)
121 female |extended |S-N intense | - stone object on the | 115 tooth-pendants: LM
supine right side of pelvis elk, wild boar, aurochs,
fox, otter, beaver, seal,
dog, bird
162 | male extended | E - W partly |- bird figurine under | 6 tooth-pendants (elk, |EN
supine (by pelvis, on right side, | aurochs)
skull) bone
172 infans I | extended | SW - NE (?) | small - human (female) - EN (?)
? amount figurine, antler
271a |infans1 |? SE - NW weak - staff, formed as - MN
animal head, antler,
by legs
228 male extended | E - W - - 2 bird figurines, bone arrowhead, string | MN
supine 2 human head of 17 amber buttons
depictions as
pendants under the
chin, bone
277 | male extended | W -E intense | - staff of elk head by |2 copper rings, amber | MN
supine | feet, antler ring and bead, tooth-
(collective .
grave) pendants: marten, pig
221 female |extended |SE-NW intense |- bird figurine, antler, |65 amber ornaments, | MN
Supine by left leg 2 stone rings, flint
(collective
grave) arrowhead, antler
objects, bone fish hook
224 infans I |extended | NW - SE intense |- clay bent idol 2 small amber rings MN
supine, in between ribs
collective
grave by
interred
person
1n grave
225

Radiocarbon dating

None of the osseous figurines from Zvejnieki has been
dated directly, but seven of the eleven Zvejnieki burials
with figurines were dated by AMS radiocarbon (*C)
dating in earlier studies (Zagorska, Larsson 1994;
Zagorska 1997; Eriksson et al. 2003; see Table II), and
this paper presents four new dates from three more
graves, burials 74, 100 and 271. With the exception
of the second new sample from burial 100, the dated
material in each case was human bone, from an articu-
lated skeleton, which cannot have been redeposited
long after death. The figurines found in these graves,
assuming that they were deposited together with the
inhumated human, should be almost exactly contem-

poraneous with the dates of the corresponding human
bone samples.

Human "“C ages at Zvejnieki are often misleadingly old,
however, due to consumption of *C-depleted aquatic
species (‘dietary reservoir effects’); it is therefore es-
sential to use stable isotopes (8"°C, 8'°N) to estimate
the carbon contribution of aquatic species to human *C
ages, and thus obtain a more accurate, if less precise,
estimate of the calendar date of each burial (Meadows
et al. 2016; 2018). Here, we test this approach by dat-
ing both a human bone from burial 100, and an asso-
ciated pendant — the perforated tooth of a wild horse,
whose diet is assumed to be fully terrestrial, and which
should provide an accurate date for this burial. We use
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Fig. 1. General plan of Zvejnieki burial ground and settlement sites. I - red; II - blue; Il — green; showing burials with

artistic representations (after Zagorskis, 1987).

dietary reconstruction, based on stable isotopes, to cor-
rect the 1“C ages of eight of the other nine AMS-dated
burials with figurines. The ninth case, burial 224, is
part of a multiple burial (220-225), and is stratigraphi-
cally earlier than burial 221, for which dietary reser-
voir correction is possible. Burial 224 was apparently
contemporaneous with burial 225, for which there is
only a "“C age, providing a maximum (terminus post
quem) date for the death of that individual. As none of
the stratigraphically earlier skeletons in the grave were
disturbed by later inhumations, however, it is very like-
ly that all six individuals (and their grave goods) are
the same date as burial 221.

The new samples were taken using a dental drill to
abrade the surface layer of each bone/tooth, before cut-
ting or drilling out the dating samples. To limit dam-
age to the collection, sampling locations were carefully
chosen to avoid damaging worked surfaces and diag-
nostic details, and to minimise visual impact. Sam-
ples were processed and dated at the Leibniz-Labor,
Christian-Albrechts University, Kiel, Germany. Before
collagen extraction, the burial 74 sample, which had
been conserved with wax, was extracted three times
each with boiling tetrahydrofurane (THF), chloro-
form, petroleum-ether, acetone, and methanol and then
rinsed with demineralized water. All samples were
then demineralized in HCI and subsequently treated
with NaOH at room temperature to remove mobile

humic acids, and re-acidified. The resulting collagen
extract was dissolved at 85 °C and insoluble particles
were removed by filtration through a 0.45pum pore sil-
ver filter. Freeze-dried collagen was combusted to CO,
in a closed quartz tube and reduced to graphite, and
dated following Nadeau et al. (1998). For quality con-
trol, bone samples of known “C age were processed
and measured concurrently, with satisfactory results.

A subsample of the collagen extracted for '“C dating
was sent to the Aarhus AMS Centre, Aarhus Univer-
sity, Denmark, for duplicate EA-IRMS measurement
(elemental analysis-isotope ratio mass spectrometry),
using a continuous-flow IsoPrime IRMS coupled to an
Elementar PyroCube elemental analyser. All collagen
extracts (including those published previously) have
acceptable atomic C/N ratios (DeNiro 1985).

AMS and EA-IRMS results are shown in Table II. The
human bone sample from burial 100 appears older than
the horse tooth pendant found in close association with
the same individual, providing the first direct evidence
of a dietary reservoir effect. Previous researchers at
Zvejnieki have only dated paired samples of a human
bone and another bone from the same grave to assess
whether the latter was associated with the burial itself
(see Meadows et al. 2016 for detail). When the methods
and parameter values used by Meadows et al. (2018) to
estimate the carbon contribution of freshwater fish to
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Fig. 2. Radiocarbon dates from burials with artistic representations from Latvia, Estonia and Finland (by John Meadows).

the C ages of Zvejnieki human remains are applied
to burial 100, a dietary reservoir effect of 292+92 14C
years is predicted, in good agreement with the meas-
ured offset between the human bone and horse tooth
pendant, 305+58 '“C years. We have therefore used the
same methods and parameter values to estimate the
calendar dates of burials for which we only have hu-
man bone “C ages. The FRUITS program (Fernandes
et al. 2014) is used to estimate the proportion of fish-
derived carbon in collagen from each sample, based
on stable isotope values, and the Mix_Curves function
in OxCal v4.2 (Bronk Ramsey 2009) is then used to
estimate the real calendar age of each burial, again as-
suming that the fish-derived carbon was subject to a
reservoir effect of 750+50 “C years (Table II; Fig. 2).

Mesolithic and Early Neolithic
burials on the north-western slope
of the gravel ridge

The burials with anthropomorphic and zoomorphic
representations in the oldest group of burials include
nos. 74, 57, 100 and 121. All burials in this group are
single burials, intensively ochre-strewn and richly
adorned with tooth pendant jewellery, some with stone

settings at the top of the grave. All of them are located
on the north-western slope of the gravel ridge (Fig. 1).

Burial 74 (Fig. 3). This is the burial of an adult female
in extended supine position with the head to south-
west. The lower part of the burial had been destroyed
by a later pit. An intensive ochre layer surrounded the
skeleton. Forty tooth pendants were found by the right
forearm, from the elbow downwards, and three were
located a little higher in the same area. They belong to
wild boar, elk and deer, along with one tooth of grey
seal (Halichoerus grypus). A bird sculpture made from
wild boar tusk had been laid on top of the head. This
could be an image of a waterbird with the head broken
off. The figurine is 4 cm long, 1.2 cm wide and 0.4 cm
thick. The surface consists of the shiny part of the tusk,
and traces of working — cutting and grooving — were
visible on the underside. As these traces are very pro-
nounced and “fresh”, it is possible that the figurine was
made specially to serve as a grave good (Fig. 17: 1).

The burial is dated to the earlier sixth millennium cal
BC (Fig. 2, KIA-51362).

Burial 100 (Fig. 4). This was the burial of an infant of
indeterminate sex (infans II), laid in extended supine
position with the head to north-east. An intensive ochre
layer surrounded the skeleton. One large, flat stone and
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Table II. Radiocarbon dated burials with artistic representations from Latvia,
Estonia and Finland. Calibration of radiocarbon dates for individual burials in
accordance with Table I.
Radiocarbon ages were calibrated using OxCal v4 (Bronk Ramsey 2009) and the IntCall3 calibration data
(Reimer et al. 2013). With the exception of Zvejnieki burial 225, human dates have been corrected for
estimated dietary reservoir effects, following Torv 2016, Table 20 (Tamula) and the method and parameter
values used by Meadows et al. 2018 (Zvejnieki). The date of Zvejnieki burial 225 cannot be corrected by this
method, as stable isotope results are not available, but simple calibration of OxA-5986 provides a maximum
age, and the corrected date of the overlying burial 221 provides a minimum age; the date of burial 225 can
therefore be estimated. Based on excavation evidence, however, burials 220-225 were probably
contemporaneous (according to John Meadows).

No |Gra-| sex, age element labora- |%C | %N | C:N |613C|815N| 14C original  |freshwa-| modelled
ve sampled, |tory code ato- | (%o) | (%o) | age(BP) | publication | ter fish | date (cal
collagen mic con- | BC,95%
yield tribu- | proba-
tion to bility)
013C#
1 |74 |human, F, |mandible, KIA-51362(43.0 |15.5 |3.2 |-22.6 |10.6 |7165+30 |this paper 31+13% |6050-5650*
adult 18.3% collagen
2 100 |human, bone, 14.3%  |KIA-51363|43.5 |16.2 (3.1 |-22.8 |11.8 |6797+40 |this paper 39+12% [5650-5250*
infant II  |collagen
wild horse |tooth root, KIA-51364(36.6 |13.3 |3.2 |-25.3 |54 6492441 |14C: this paper; |- 5530-5360§
(Equus 2.9% collagen EA-IRMS:
ferus) Eriksson (2006)
3 |57 human, F, |[14C: not Ua-3636 |44.7 |15.7 |3.3 -22.8 |11.8 6825+60 |14C: Zagorska |36x15% |5750-5250*
adult recorded; EA- (1997);
IRMS: skull, EA-IRMS:
3.3% collagen Meadows et al.
(2016)
4 121 |human, F, |skull, 6.9% Ua-19883 |44.4 |15.6 |3.3 |-23.1 |10.9 [6145+£80 |14C: Eriksson et|34+15% |5250-4450*
adult collagen al. (2003); EA-
IRMS: Eriksson
(2006)
5 |162 |human, M, [fibula, 0.6%  |Ua-19805 (36.2 [13.2 |3.2 |-22.3 |10.1 |5635+65 |Erikssonetal. |22+13% |4550-4050*
adult collagen (2003)
6 |277 |human, M, |femur, 9.6%  |Ua-19810 |42.3 |15.8 |3.1  |-22.6 |11.7 |5545465 |Erikssonetal. |35+15% |4400-3800*
adult collagen (2003)
7 1225 |human, M, |humerus, 2.9% |OxA-5986 -21.2 511045 |Zagorskaand  |? 4000-3550+
mature collagen Larsson (1994)
8 (221 |human, F, [skull, 3.7% Ua-19813 (39.9 (134 |3.5 |-21.3 |12.7 |5180+65 |Erikssonetal. |31£15% [3900-3350%*
mature collagen (2003)
9 |271 |human, skull, 7.5% KIA-51365/43.3 [15.5 |3.3  |-23.3 |13.0 |5225+36 |this paper 46+11% |3950-3350*
infant collagen
10 |228 |human, M, |scapula, 5.3% [Ua-19809 [41.9 |15.6 |3.1 -24.0 |12.1 |5090+55 |Eriksson etal. |47+12% |3800-3300*
mature collagen (2003)
1 |VII |human 14C: mandible;|Hela-1335 |39.8 [13.7 (3.4 |-24.0 |14.0 |5760+45 |14C: Kriiska 50+8%  |4500-3700
EA-IRMS: et al. (2007);
M1, 2.0% col- EA-IRMS: Torv
lagen (2016)
2 |VII |human 14C: left Hela-1336 |37.3 |13.2 |3.3 |-23.1 |13.5 |5370+45 |14C: Kriiska 44+10% |4150-3350
femur;EA- 39.3 143 3.2 [-239 |12.7 et al. (2007);
IRMS: M1, 39.2 142 |32 [-23.8 |12.2 EA-IRMS: Torv
M2, M3, 1.0- (2016)
3.0% collagen
3 |XIX |human femur Hela-1337 -25.0 4925440 |14C: Kriiska et |51£10% |3650-2700
al. (2007)
1 |la |charcoal Hel-832 4890+150 |Torvinen (1978) |- 4040-3350§

# estimated using FRUITS (Fernandes et al. 2014) and parameter values given by Meadows et al. (2018, no marine food
group), or (Tamula) by Torv (2016, Figure 30)
§ calibration with IntCall3 (Reimer et al. 2013); range rounded outwards to 10 years
* reservoir-effect-corrected date: calibration with IntCall3, Delta R of 750+50 years applied to the estimated freshwater
contribution to 613C; range rounded outwards to 50 years
9| reservoir-effect-corrected date: calibration with IntCall3, Delta R of 1000+350 years applied to the estimated freshwater
contribution to 613C; range rounded outwards to 50 years
T modelled estimate of a date earlier than the reservoir-effect-corrected date of the overlying burial, 221, and not earlier than
the calibration of OxA-5986; range rounded outwards to 50 years
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Fig. 3. Burial 74, Zvejnieki.

two smaller stones had been placed at the north-eastern
end of the grave, covering the skull. Densely packed
stones covered the south-western end of the grave, but
no stones were observed over the central part of the
grave. The fill of the grave was dark earth. Elaborate
ornaments, consisting of 72 tooth pendants in total,
were found in different locations: there were pendants
on the left shoulder, two rows of pendants crossing
the waist, and a concentration of pendants covering
the femora (wild boar, elk, red deer, aurochs and wild
horse). A zoomorphic figurine was recovered close to
the left elbow, between the bones of the skeleton, to-
gether with a row of tooth pendants consisting of elk,

wild boar and some horse teeth. The figurine is 7.3 cm
long, made of a bird mandible (Zagorskis 2004, 68).
The bone had been damaged at the wider end. There
is a perforation in the narrower end, with an incision
at the tip. One face of the figurine is covered in cross-
hatched incisions, forming a row of rhomboid orna-
mentation (Fig. 17: 3). The figurine is very schematic
and could represent the head of a bird or animal. Con-
sidering the position of the figurine, it may have been
fastened to the belt. The burial is dated to the mid-sixth
millennium (Fig. 2, KIA-51364).

Burial 57 (Fig. 5). This is a well-known grave, con-
taining the burial of an adult female. The whole grave
was covered by stones, in addition to which there were
stones in the fill of the grave. The burial was in ex-
tended supine position with the head to north-west. An
intensive ochre layer surrounded the skeleton and the
sides of the pit. The grave inventory was very rich, in-
cluding a bone spearhead, a flat stone axe as well as
pendants, 42 altogether, made from elk, red deer and
aurochs teeth, which were found on and beside the
skeleton, and as decorations on other grave goods.
The main find in this grave was a bone dagger with
an elk head representation forming the handle. It is 24
cm long, the handle being 7 cm long. The handle was
somewhat damaged, with no preserved detail, and so
it now appears very schematic, with a slightly droop-
ing muzzle (Fig. 16: 5). This elk sculpture was found
at the knees of the interred woman, across the left leg,
with the handle pointing downwards. Daggers with elk
head handles are very well known in Stone Age art and
could be real daggers or elements of compound arte-
facts — staffs or effigies.

The burial is also dated to the mid-sixth millennium
cal. BC (Fig. 2, Ua-36306).

Burial 121 (Fig. 6). The grave contained the burial of
an adult female in extended supine position with the
head to the south, and with an intensive ochre layer
around the skeleton. The grave was shallow, 10-20
cm from the ground surface, and the leg bones down-
wards from the knees had been destroyed, but most
of the skeleton was in anatomical order. Animal tooth
pendants surrounded the interred individual, being
found on the chest and shoulders, along the arms and
by the pelvis and legs. These tooth pendants belong to
elk, wild boar, aurochs as well as dog, otter and fox.
Bones of beaver and two bird bones (Mergus?) were
also found. A perforated seal phalange was found at the
right elbow. A smoothed oval pebble more than 5 cm
long and a figural stone object were documented over
the right side of the pelvis (Fig. 17: 7, 8). This indeter-
minate object is made of a slab of gneiss, with a wider
middle section and with some traces of working. It is

ARCHAEOLOGIAB AL TICA 25

@i

STONE AGE

IN NORTHERN
EUROPE:
CHANGES IN
LANDSCAPE,
TECHNOLOGIES
AND BELIEFS

105




Burial Ground Graves with

Anthropomorphic and

New Dates from Zvejnieki
MARIUS IRSENAS Zoomorphic Figurines

ILGA ZAGORSKA,
JOHN MEADOWS,

106

Fig. 4. Burial 100, Zvejnieki.

4.3 cm long, 2.6 cm wide and 1.2 cm thick. Zagorskis
considered it a zoomorphic figurine, but also it could
be an anthropomorphic depiction. More detailed char-
acterisation of this find would require careful use-wear
analysis.

The burial is dated to the late sixth or earlier fifth mil-
lennium cal. BC (Fig. 2, Ua-19883).

Late Early Neolithic burials

in the middle part of burial ground,
on the southern slope

of the gravel ridge

Only one burial of this group has been dated, no.
162, but burial 172, situated between two groupings
of graves, may also be included in the group on ty-
pological grounds (Fig. 1). These were single graves,

distinguished by a fill of black earth, and were partially
strewn with ochre. Both of the mentioned burials had
been partly destroyed.

Burial 162 (Fig. 7). This is the burial of an adult male,
laid in extended supine position with the head to the
east and with black earth filling the grave. Only the
head area was strewn with ochre. The upper part of
the skeleton had been disturbed: the right arm, ribs and
vertebra were damaged. Six tooth pendants, from elk
and aurochs, were found by the knees. A small bone
figurine was discovered under the pelvis at the right
side of the interred person. It is small, only 4.6 cm
long, in the form of an irregular triangle, highly pol-
ished on all sides. The longest part of the “triangle”
has been flattened on both sides and perhaps served as
a handle for attachment to a shaft. The figurine is so
schematic that it is difficult to say whether it represents



57

Fig. 5. Burial 57, Zvejnieki.

the head of an animal or a bird (Fig. 17: 4). Zagorskis
considered it the head of a waterbird, and this idea is
supported by finds of heads of waterbirds carved from
small bone pieces, which occur on settlements and
burials of the Russian north (Studzitskaja 1994, Fig.
4). The burial is dated to the later fifth millennium cal.
BC (Fig. 2, Ua-19805).

Burial 172 (Fig. 8). This burial was totally disturbed:
the disarticulated bones of an infant were found in an
area extending south-west to north-east. The bones

were surrounded by black earth with occasional patch-
es of ochre. As the bones were not collected in the
course of excavation, radiocarbon dating of the burial
is not possible. At the very end of the black contour
of the grave, a female human figurine was discovered,
made from an antler plaque. Thirteen centimetres in
length, with a thickness of 0.7 cm, it has survived in
full; only small pieces have broken off from both sides
of the head. The head is joined to the body by a fairly
thick neck. The figurine has been worked from the up-
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Fig. 6. Burial 121, Zvejnieki.

per side. Incised lines indicate bent arms and legs, the
feet turned outwards. The outer margin of the whole
sculpture as well as the lines distinguishing the arms
and legs are decorated with carved triangular notches.
Two perforated holes in the upper part of figurine may
indicate the breasts, and an oval perforation represents
the vulva. The perforations could have been used for
fastening the object to the dress (Fig. 16: 4). The sculp-
ture is polished and shiny, but some scratches on its
surface and breaks indicate protracted use as an amulet.

A human figurine very similar in form and style has
been found by the Old Siass Canal in the southern part
of the Lake Ladoga region of north-western Russia; the
only differences are in the form of the head and the
ornamentation method. These finds are considered to
be Early Neolithic, as Narva Ware ceramics dominated
at this site (Timofeev 1993, 21), but more reliable data
are absent.



162

Fig. 7. Burial 162, Zvejnieki.

Middle Neolithic burials around
the Zvejnieki farmstead

The burials around the Zvejnieki farmstead with an-
thropomorphic and zoomorphic representations are
now all dated, and all are Middle Neolithic. Two sub-
groups of burials may be distinguished: 1) the first sub-
group includes two collective burials, one consisting of

five, the other of seven individuals. The collective bur-
ials were arranged in pits with dark soil at the bottom,
covered by an intensive layer of ochre, strewn over
the burials. Adults, adolescents and children were bur-
ied together, commonly in opposed orientation. Some
individuals in the collective graves were very richly
adorned with amber jewellery, flint, bone, antler and
stone grave goods, as well as artistic representations.
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Fig. 8. Burial 172, Zvejnieki.

2) The second subgroup consists of two single burials
with a fill of black earth in the grave, continuing the
previously described Early Neolithic burial traditions.

The collective burial 274-278 (Fig. 9) contained five
individuals: a young female (juvenis, no. 274) with
fragmentarily preserved bones, followed in a second
layer by four individuals, two of them with heads to
the west, the other two oriented to the east. These were:
adult male no. 275, mature male no. 276, adult male
no. 277 and infant no. 278 (infans I, recently indicated
as male, information from Gunita Zarina). Very rare
burial traditions were observed in this collective burial:
the heads of male burials 275 and 277 were covered
with blue-grey clay, and the eye sockets of no. 275
contained two amber rings (Zagorska 1997). It was dif-
ficult to understand the association of the other grave
goods with the burials, as the interred individuals had
been laid very close together. The focus of interest
here is in the arrangement of male burial 277, which is
dated to the late fifth or early fourth millennium (Fig.
2, Ua-19810). Study of the documentation indicates

that the objects associated with this individual include
some amber objects (a ring and a bead), some tooth
pendants (four marten teeth and one pig tooth — Sus
sp.) on the chest and pelvis. The amber jewellery in the
area of the knees is thought to belong to an adjacent
male burial (no. 276). The main grave goods with buri-
al 277 are two copper rings — one inside the right lower
leg, the other outside the left femur — and an elk head
staff made of antler in the area of the feet (Fig. 16: 6).

The elk head is very realistically depicted. Typical fea-
tures of the animal head are accentuated: the drooping
lower lip, the muzzle and nostrils, and the two small
ears. The mouth is marked by a groove, while the eyes
are slightly bulging. The head is attached to a fairly
long neck. The obliquely cut end of the staff, with a
small ridge at the very end, is evidence that the sculp-
ture was attached to a haft. The sculpture is 10 cm long,
the head of the animal being 5 cm long. Another inter-
pretation, supported by palacozoologists, is that it may
be a horse’s head (in view of the long, straight neck).
Likewise Zagorskis, in describing his first impression



275278

Fig. 9. Burials 274-278, Zvejnieki.

of the discovery of this sculpture in his diary, mentions
that “a small antler horse was discovered”. The antler
staff had been laid to the left of the feet of this individ-
ual, with the head upwards and the handle downwards.

Collective burial 220-225 (Fig. 10). Seven individu-
als had been placed in the grave: five oriented to the
south-east (220 adult male, 221 adult female, 221a
child, 222 adult female and 223 adult individual) and
two oriented to north-west (adult individual 225 and a
child - 224). One of the children (no. 224) was deter-
mined as male, while burial 221 was recorded as a male

by Zagorskis (2004), but was recently determined to
be female (DNA analyses, Gunita Zarina, pers comm,
March 2018).

A male (no. 220) without grave goods was buried in
black earth at the top of the grave. All the other individ-
uals were laid in a second layer and were ochre-strewn.
This collective burial was very richly adorned with
amber jewellery, bone, antler and slate artefacts, and
art objects. In some cases it was difficult to determine
which individuals the grave goods belonged to. Female
burial 221 was covered with 56 amber ornaments from
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the middle to the knees, and the woman is thought
to have had a child next to her (no. 221a) (Zagorska
2000). In the area of the female’s left knee, outside it,
an antler figurine was found — a bird with two heads
oriented in opposite directions. The figurine had been
laid parallel to the leg bones (Fig. 10). A second richly
adorned burial was no. 225, with an adult having two
small amber rings in the eye sockets, a covering of clay
on the face and amber ornaments on the chest. A small
child (no. 224) had been laid close to the right hand of
this individual in a very intensive layer of ochre, only
the head bones and small ribs being preserved. Two
small amber rings were found in the area of the child’s
head, and a small bent clay figurine — an idol — was
discovered between the ribs.

The very schematic representation of a waterbird has
been carved from a piece of elk antler rod, with the
bird’s heads facing in opposite directions (Fig.17: 5).
The figurine measures 13.4 cm. At one end of the rod
there seems to be the head of a duck with a thickened
middle part, steeply sloping down to the beak. The
other head is narrower and more slender, possibly that
of a goose or swan. The motif of two-headed birds is
very well known from the Stone Age of northern Rus-
sia (Zhulnikov, Kashina 2010).

The small clay figurine is 3.3 cm high, with a curved
section measuring 3.7 cm and the width of the lower
body reaching 2.3 cm. The figurine is oval in cross-
section, and the end is rounded. It is made from grey-
brown clay with an admixture of organic matter. The
whole surface of the figurine is covered by comb stamp
decoration (Fig. 16: 3). This object is interpreted by
Zagorskis as a bear, but in the archaeological literature
such figurines are also described as convex-concave or
bent idols, being very well known from Stone Age sites
in Estonia, Finland and northern Russia (Nunez 1986;
Loze 1995; Butrimas 2000). We interpret this find as an
embryonic human figurine.

Burials 221 and 225 were both dated directly (Ua-
19813 and OxA-5986 respectively), but dietary stable
isotopes were only measured in burial 221. Burials
224 and 225 are stratigraphically earlier than burial
221 and cannot be older than the simple calibration
of OxA-5986, or later than the diet-corrected date of
burial 221. The entire grave assemblage is attributed to
the early-mid fourth millennium cal BC (Fig. 2).

The other subgroup of Neolithic burials includes two
single graves provided with artistic representations,
nos. 271 and 228, the latter being very rich in bone and
antler sculptures.

Burials 271 and 271a (Fig. 11). This grave contained
an adult male (no. 270) with a small child (no. 271a).

The legs of the adult had been disturbed below the
knees with the digging of another grave — no. 266. The
body had been laid in black earth in extended supine
position, with the head to the south-east. There was an
ochre-strewn area around the upper part of the right
leg. In this area two small leg bones of the child were
found, under the right femur of the adult. A carved ant-
ler figurine was found outside the right femur. It rep-
resents an animal head and had been fastened to some
kind of shaft, but the part with the attachment had bro-
ken off. The figurine was 6.7 cm long. The head of the
animal is elongated, with small, flattened ears, the eyes
marked by small protuberances, the top of the muzzle
broadened, and the mouth indicated by a deep incision;
the neck is short. Judging from the realistic depiction
of the figurine, it could be an animal well known in
the area. Zagorskis considered it to be a sculpture of a
marten, but it could be some other animal, perhaps an
aquatic animal — a beaver or otter. The latter interpre-
tation seems more credible (Fig. 16: 7). The figurine
had been laid with the animal’s head upwards and the
broken shaft downwards. It is apparent that this sculp-
ture was provided for a child (burial 271a). Judging
from the smoothed, shiny surface and broken shaft,
this sculpted staff had a long life history. Burial 271 is
also dated to the early-mid fourth millennium cal. BC
(Fig. 2, KIA-51365).

Burial 228 (Fig. 12). In terms of artistic representa-
tions, this burial of a mature male is the richest in the
whole burial ground. The body was laid in black earth,
in extended supine position with the head to the east. A
string of 17 amber buttons and a miniature flint arrow-
head were unearthed above the chest. Four bone and
antler figurines were found close to the head — under
the chin — two of them representing birds, the other two
being anthropomorphic sculptures.

Two figurines represent human heads. One is made
from a 6 cm long antler rod of triangular cross-section.
The head is 1.8 cm long. The human face in profile is
very schematically rendered, only the lines of the nose
and mouth being marked by notches. The cheeks are
indicated by two slightly convex surfaces. The neck is
long, carved from the lower part of the antler tine. An
extension of the rod with a drilled round perforation
has been left for suspending the figurine (Fig. 16: 2).
The second figurine is made from a dorsal scute of Bal-
tic sturgeon, naturally triangular in cross-section. The
object is 4.3 cm long, the head being 2.3 cm high. This
human head is similar to the first sculpture: it is sche-
matically represented, with two small notches along
one edge of the bone marking the nose and mouth. A
perforation has been made for suspension in the upper
part of the figurine (Fig. 16: 1).
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Fig. 11. Burials 271 and 271 a, Zvejnieki.

Quite unique is a bird figurine made out of a bony plate
from the head of the sturgeon (Accipenser sturio). The
bird figurine measures 5.5 cm in length, the plate being
0.6 cm thick. The bird’s head is short, with emphasised
wattles over the eyes. The neck is a little longer, and the
feathers seem to be ruffled, as indicated by small inci-
sions at both sides. The wings appear to be outspread,
with a convexity in the middle of the tail. It seems the
bird is depicted from above, in flight or during the mat-
ing season (Fig. 17: 6). Such a mode of depicting birds
is not characteristic of the East Baltic and was previ-
ously unknown. In the view of Kristiina Mannermaa,
who examined the figurine, it could represent a black
grouse (7etrao tetrix) (Mannermaa 2008, Fig. 16).

From the same grave there is a miniature waterfowl
figurine, made from the bony plate of the head of a
sturgeon (Fig.17: 2). The figurine is very fragile, meas-
uring 2.7 cm in length, with a thickness of 0.3 cm. The
bird has an oval body with a raised head, which has
broken off. A drilled perforation has been made in the
middle of the figurine. Such bird representations are
very well known from Stone Age habitation sites and
cemeteries in the East Baltic (Torv et al. 2017). All
these artistic representations — two anthropomorphic
and two birds — were found together in a row under
the chin of the burial, and could represent a necklace.

Burial 228 is dated to the mid-fourth millennium cal.
BC (Fig. 2, Ua-19809).



Fig. 12. Burial 228, Zvejnieki.

Anthropomorphic and zoomorphic
representations in burial context

The anthropomorphic and zoomorphic representations
found at Zvejnieki are very rare and exceptional, so it
is important to identify the imagery, and ascertain the
location in the graves and the symbolic meaning of the
objects. The number of art objects and the number of
graves with such finds are small, and therefore our con-
clusions are mainly restricted to this particular burial
ground — Zvejnieki.

The artistic representations have mainly been found in
single graves; however, they were also present in two
collective graves. All of the interred individuals ac-
companied by art objects had been laid in extended su-
pine position, but their orientation varied. The graves
or parts of them were ochre-strewn, with one exception
— burial 228. Stone settings are represented only in the
Late Mesolithic—Early Neolithic group of burials.

Three of the described burials — no. 162 (male), no.
271a (child) and no. 172 (child) — had been provided
only with an art object, while all the other graves, in ad-
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Fig. 13. Double burial, Valma (after Jaanits 1965, Fig. 6).

dition to artistic representations, contained rich grave
goods in the form of tooth pendants, amber jewellery,
bone, antler and stone grave goods (Table I).

The small, mobiliary zoomorphic and anthropomor-
phic objects found as grave goods at Zvejnieki burial
ground include images of everything existing in nature
at that time: figurines of birds, forest and aquatic ani-
mals, and human beings. It is obvious that all of these
were very important in the life and death of the Stone
Age hunter-gatherers.

As concerns the species represented by these art ob-
jects, bird images predominate (six items), with depic-
tions of whole birds or heads; there are two elk head
objects — staffs; a third staff shows the head of an ot-
ter (burial 271a). If we consider the small clay idol as
anthropomorphic, then four human beings are repre-
sented in the art from Zvejnieki. The subject depicted
by the single stone figurine remains undetermined.

Zoomorphic depictions

Bird images dominate at this burial ground. Six bird
depictions have been found in five graves, from the
earliest burials, dated to the beginning of the Late
Mesolithic (burial 74), until the end of the Middle
Neolithic (burial 228). The earliest figurine of a bird,
made from wild boar tusk, is very schematic. Similar
bird figurines from wild boar tusks have been found in
the Late Mesolithic layer at the Osa settlement (Lubans
Lowland) (Zagorskis 1984). Some figurines depicting
a bird’s head and made from wild boar tusk have been
found in Neolithic settlement layers at Eini (Lubans
Lowland) and Kreici (Lake Ludza basin) (Loze 2015,
Fig. 17). Two bone figurines from graves at Zvejnieki
likewise represent only heads of birds, and in one grave
a bird with a two heads has been carved from an antler
rod (burial 221). Well known are the small figurines
representing swimming waterbirds (Torv et al. 2017).
Such pieces have been found at the Rinnukalns settle-
ment site by Lake Burtnieks, and on Stone Age sites
and as stray finds in the Lubans Lowland. All of these
have drilled holes (one or even two) for attachment to
the dress or to a necklace. A very carefully cut bird
image made from sturgeon bone, depicting a bird in a
flight, is unique (Fig. 17: 6).

Important is the location of the small bird figurine with
burial 74: just above the head of this female burial. This
may indicate a connection with some kind of death
magic. Another explanation for the use of the figurines
could be indicated by the two pieces placed with burial
228 (male): together with two human depictions, these
were found in the neck area, below the chin, and could
be part of a necklace.

Bird bones are relatively rare in graves, but the vari-
ety of such finds is quite impressive. Separate bones
and pendants made from bird bones have been dis-
covered in graves: these derive from mallard (4nas
platyrhynchos), goosander (Mergus merganser) and
red-breasted merganser (Mergus serrator). Burial 164
was distinguished by the presence of jay (Garrulus
glandarius) wing bones (Mannermaa et al. 2007). An
interesting deposit was found with a male burial (no.
153), where bones of mallard were unearthed next to
the left elbow, while close to the right elbow there were
a variety of duck bones. It is assumed that at least two
complete birds were put in the grave. By contrast, there
are very few bird bones in settlement deposits at Zve-
jnieki (Lougas 2006). All of this shows the importance
of bird images in the world view and burial traditions
of the Stone Age people.

Elk figurines, very well known in the Stone Age art of
the East Baltic, occur only in two graves in Zvejnieki: a
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Fig. 14. Burial VIII, Tamula (after Kriiska et al. 2007, Fig. 9).

dagger with a schematically depicted elk head in a Late
Mesolithic grave (burial 57) and an elk head staff (bur-
ial 277, Middle Neolithic). A similar staff, but depict-
ing an aquatic animal, perhaps an otter, has been found
with Middle Neolithic burial 271a. Otter (Lutra lutra)
bones are known from the burial ground, and of course
this animal lived in the area. The dagger with an elk
head handle as well as both antler staffs were found in
the graves by the legs and feet of the burials, differing
in this regard from observations at other burial sites, for
example Olenii Ostrov by Lake Onega (Gurina 1956),
where elk head staffs have mainly been found in the
upper part of grave — by the shoulders or hands of the
buried individuals. Daggers with elk head representa-
tions are known from all periods of the Stone Age in
Latvia — from the Late Mesolithic Osa settlement site
in the Lubans Lowland (Zagorskis 1984) as well from
the Rinnukalns site in the Lake Burtnieks area, dated to
the end of the Middle Neolithic (Zagorska 2016). Two
of the Zvejnieki staffs found in the graves (with burials
277 and 271a) differ from the rest by the oblique termi-
nation of the end of the staff (Fig. 16: 6, 7).

Human figurines

Anthropomorphic depictions are the most widely rep-
resented figurines in East Baltic art (Butrimas 2000).
There are four human figurines from the graves at Zve-
jnieki, made in different styles and from different ma-
terials (antler, bone and clay).

The oldest is probably a female sculpture carved from
an antler plate, which was found in a burial 172, the
disturbed grave of a child. It can be assumed that the
idol was endowed with protective power and was pro-
vided for the small child buried here. The find is at-
tributed to the Early Neolithic. The find and burial are
not dated directly and even its attribution to a phase
is based not on the presence of diagnostic Early Neo-
lithic artefacts, but on a parallel with a find from a site
with Early Neolithic artefacts (i.e. the assumption that
this type of idol was only produced for a short period).
Quite different are two other human figurines, repre-
sented only by heads and dated to the end of the Mid-
dle Neolithic. The first, made from an antler tine, and
the second, made from sturgeon bone, are very sche-
matic; they were used as part of a necklace, as clearly
indicated by their location in the grave, and were as-
sociated with a male burial.

The last human depiction is an example of the widely
known clay idols or so-called “convex-concave figu-
rines” (Nunez 1986; Loze 1995; Butrimas 2000). It was
found in a collective grave, no. 220-225, where five
individuals were buried very close together. A small
child (burial 224) had been laid between the chest area
of burial 225 and the leg bones of burials 222 and 223,
and the idol was found in the region of the skull frag-
ments and ribs, so it is associated with the child. This
grave dates from the Middle Neolithic period.

The graves containing art objects show quite a similar
picture with regard to gender relations. Artistic repre-
sentations were found with four female and three male
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Fig. 15. Burial XIX, Tamula (after Kriiska et al. 2007, Fig. 10).

burials as well as four child burials (infans I, II), and
one of the child burials (224) has been determined as
male. So, we have four female and four male burials,
as well as three child burials of undetermined sex that
are provided with art objects. The situation is differ-
ent if we look at these finds in chronological order. In
the Late Mesolithic—Early Neolithic period all the in-
dividuals are female, with the exception of one unde-
termined burial (infans II). In the Middle Neolithic the
individuals provided with art objects are mainly male
(three males, one female and one undetermined infant).

We may mention as the most characteristic examples
two burials from Zvejnieki. These include Mesolithic
female burial 57, with a spearhead and bone staff in the
form of an elk head, tooth pendants and a stone chisel
as grave goods. The Neolithic male burial 228 had am-
ber jewellery and a necklace containing four bone and
antler figurines — birds and human beings — making it
the richest burial in terms of art objects.

Perhaps these burials represent leaders or prominent
members of the community. In very many cases the art
objects have been provided for adolescents and small
children, perhaps as idols with protective power. It has
been described previously that child graves at Zvejnie-
ki were arranged with great care, in all cases strewn
with ochre and provided with grave goods (Zagorska
etal. 2003).

The animal figurines from Zvejnieki, depicted in bone,
antler and stone, indicate keen observation and perfect
knowledge of the subject, which enabled the craftsmen
to produce these true-to-life images. Some bird depic-
tions and human figurines are more stylised. A frequent
characteristic is the depiction of the heads only, this
being the most essential part of the subject. In some
cases the heads of bird figurines have been broken off,
pointing to a very different burial tradition. The major-
ity of the described figurines are covered with ochre,
colouring them dark red. In characterising the zoomor-
phic and anthropomorphic figurines found at Zvejnieki
burial ground, we may see a strong link between the
ancient people and their environment, and an ability
to reflect their surroundings, so important for hunter-
fisher-gatherers. Informative is an image among the
petroglyphs at Cape Peri by Lake Onega. It shows a
composition with an elk, an otter and a man in a row,
touching and following each other (Savateev 1990).

The artistic representations from Zvejnieki burial
ground shows that some of the art pieces were specially
prepared for the buried individuals, whereas others are
quite worn out, damaged or even broken and have long
life histories. The data from Zvejnieki burial ground
indicates that, whatever these art objects had been in
their previous lives, in the burials they obtained a new
dimension, becoming ritual objects. All this indicates
the importance of figurines in ancient death rituals and
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4 - female figurine on antler plaquette, burial 172; 5 - bone dagger/staff, burial 57; 6 - antler elk head staff, burial 277;
7 - antler staff with animal (otter?) head, burial 271a.
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shows the firm belief of the ancient inhabitants in life
beyond the grave.

Of course, it is impossible to understand the real mean-
ing of the images for the Stone Age people. We may
only suggest some interpretations, based on archaeo-
logical and ethnohistorical data (Nunez 1995; Zvelebil
2003).

Also symbolic is the place in the landscape where the
two habitation sites and the burial ground were located:
the long gravel ridge some 4—7 m above the water level
of Lake Burtnieks, by the mouth of a river, offering a
wide and beautiful panorama of the surroundings and
used for millennia. Such landscapes were also known
in northern Europe and could be considered holy plac-
es in the cosmology of the Stone Age people (Zvelebil
1997; Butrimas 2012; Jonuks 2016).

The chronology of

the anthropomorphic and
zoomorphic images from Zvejnieki
and their significance within

the East Baltic region

Due to the uniform natural environment, the similar-
ity of the economy and the common belief system, the
hunter-gatherers throughout the northern European
forest zone dealt in their artistic representations with
three main subjects: animals, birds and human beings.
These were depicted in petroglyphs, carved in bone,
antler, wood, flint and stone, and also represented in
amber and clay. Such figurines are more exceptional as
finds in graves. Based on previous and newly obtained
datings, we may examine them in a time perspective —
spanning several thousand years, from the Late Meso-
lithic to the end of the Middle Neolithic. The context
of similar finds in the East Baltic and neighbouring re-
gions may also be considered.

The artistic representations from the Late Mesolithic
and Early Neolithic graves — the bird figurines and
elk-head staff — are the oldest in the whole of the East
Baltic (Table II). At Spiginas and Donkalnis in Lithu-
ania there are Mesolithic—Early Neolithic graves richly
strewn with ochre and adorned with tooth pendant
jewellery, but they are few in number, and no art ob-
jects have been found in these graves (Butrimas 2012;
Butrimas 2016). Of course, there are also some art ob-
jects from this period from a Late Mesolithic settle-
ment site Osa in Latvia and also pieces recovered as
stray finds — a female figurine in antler and a waterfowl
depiction from the River Parnu, Estonia, both dated
to the period 6200-5900 cal. BC; in addition, there is
the famous figurine of a viper, found as a stray find at
Torvala by the River Narva. It is supposed that some

of these items could derive from burials (Jonuks 2013;
Jonuks 2016).

An impressive find from the Early Neolithic is a fe-
male figurine carved from an antler plaquette, found in
a child’s grave. It cannot be dated with certainty, but in
accordance with the style of decoration and a similar
find at Lake Ladoga, it may be ascribed to Early Neo-
lithic. Thus, female depictions in East Baltic art are im-
portant in the Late Mesolithic—Early Neolithic period,
occurring in graves and as stray finds (Zvejnieki and
the River Pérnu find).

The Middle Neolithic graves are temporally more com-
pact — all are dated approximately 4000—3300 cal BC.
Only burial 277, in a collective grave, is potentially
earlier, c. 4400-3800 cal BC, marking the beginning
of this period (Fig. 2; Table II). This period is charac-
terised by more realistic anthropomorphic representa-
tions — rounded antler or bone figurines representing
part of an animal (the head) or the whole body. Men-
tion should first be made of the antler staffs occurring
with male burial (no. 277) and the burial of a small
child (no. 271a), which are realistic head depictions,
emphasising all the characteristic features of the ani-
mals. One may also include in this group the unique
figurine of a bird made from sturgeon bone (burial
228). Depicted in the same realistic manner are ani-
mals from a double grave on the Valma site — a Mid-
dle Neolithic settlement by Lake Vortsjéarv in Estonia.
Here, a female and male were buried in a double grave
in opposed orientation (Jaanits 1965).The grave goods
were two bone figurines under the male’s head and one
amber figurine by the female’s head (Fig. 13). One of
the figurines shows a beaver in a swimming position,
while the other is more fragmentary. An amber figurine
with a female burial is now likewise interpreted as de-
picting a beaver (Ots 2010).

Very popular in Stone Age art are small, flat figurines
of swimming waterbirds, generally carved from bone,
with a broken head and a hole for attachment. Some
examples in amber are also known. In Latvia they have
mainly been found on settlement sites and as stray
finds: at Nainiekste, Lagaza, Abora I, Leimaniski,
Malmuta and Rinnukalns. Some similar silhouettes are
carved at the top of bone knife handles from the Lake
Lubans area. Only one such figurine has been found
at Zvejnieki: this is from burial 228, part of a neck-
lace under the chin of the buried individual. In Esto-
nia, on the Tamula settlement, where burials were also
found, the picture is quite different (Jaanits 1957; Torv
et al. 2017). The small waterfowl figurines here were
all clearly connected with burials: one was in a child’s
grave (no. VII), two were in the grave of an adult fe-
male (no. X) and two came from the grave of an adult



Fig. 17. Artistic representations from Zvejnieki: 1 - bird figurine from wild boar tusk - burial 74; 2 - bird figurine, bone,
burial 228; 3 - bird’s head pendant, bone, burial 100; 4 - bird’s head figurine, bone, burial 162; 5 - two-headed bird figurine,
antler, burial 221; 6 - bird figurine, bone, burial 228; 7 - unidentified image, stone, burial 121; 8 - pebble, burial 121.

male (no. XIX). The figurine in the child’s grave was
found on the right collarbone; the one in the woman’s
grave was under the skull, and the one in the man’s
grave was under the chin of the burial together with
cylindrical bone beads, forming a necklace (Figs. 14,
15). The Zvejnieki and Tamula burials are from the
same period — the end of the Middle Neolithic (Fig.

2) — and clearly show the importance of the bird in
Stone Age burial practices. It could serve as a protec-
tive amulet, and perhaps also as a messenger between
life and death.

Absent at Zvejnieki are snake depictions, as repre-
sented on the Abora I site in the Lubans Lowland by a
figurine in amber from the grave of a small child (Loze
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2008, Plate 49:5). Snake depictions in bone are known
from the settlement site and graves at Tamula, and
from the Olenii Ostrov cemetery (Jaanits 1957; 1965;
Gurina 1956). A “clay snake” has been found at the
Hietiniemi site, Finland (Edgren 1966). Snake motifs
are rare, but they occur in all periods of the Stone Age.

Characteristic of the Middle Neolithic and later are
bent idols made in clay, such as the one found with
a burial (no. 224) at Zvejnieki. Similar figurines are
known from Latvian sites, but they mainly occur on
settlement sites in Finland, such as Madeneva Riukjér-
vi, Hietaniemi and others (Loze 1995).

Two figurines showing human heads in bone and ant-
ler, found with burial 228, dated to the end of Middle
Neolithic (Fig. 15: 4, 5), are made in a style very widely
represented in the East Baltic. They depict elongated,
quite schematic human faces with emphasized eye-
brows, a projecting nose, hollows on both sides of the
nose and a long neck (Butrimas 2000, 23-26; Ir$énas
2010, Fig. 5). Similar head depictions in bone occur at
Tamula, found in the knee area of female burial VIII and
on the settlement site, with the difference that the eyes
and mouth are depicted by drilled holes (Jaanits 1957;
Kriiska ef al. 2007). Researchers also mention the great
similarity of human images in bone to head depictions
in amber (Butrimas 2000; Ir§énas 2010). A very spe-
cial grave at Kukkarkoski burial ground (southern Fin-
land), no. la, was intensively ochre-strewn, with rich
grave goods and a depiction of a human head in amber
as a pendant. The burial is similar in date to the Mid-
dle Neolithic graves at Zvejnieki: 4040-3350 cal BC
(Torvinen 1978; Ahola 2016 ‘carbonised wood from
base of grave fill’, Hel-832, 4890+150 BP). Similar
amber figurines of human heads have been recovered
as stray finds close to a Finnish Neolithic rock art site
in the Lake Saimaa region (Lahelma 2008, 133). There
is also an analogue from Latvia — an amber head from
the Romi-Kalnini site, close to Riga (Vankina 1983;
Irsénas 2010).

The tradition of depicting faces of this kind in bone
continued even later. Thus, at the settlement site of
Kretuonas IC, on the eastern shore of Lake Kretuonas
in Lithuania, human bones were found together with
figurines in special grave pits. These were dated to the
Early Bronze Age and are described as images of an-
cestors (Girininkas 2009, Fig. 194: 9, 10; Girininkas
2016). It is obvious that anthropomorphic representa-
tions dominate in East Baltic art at the end of the Mid-
dle Neolithic, as well as in the Late Neolithic and later.

Conclusions

In the period discussed here (6000-3300 cal BC),
two cultural traditions may be traced throughout the
East Baltic: the Narva Culture, continuing the indig-
enous burial practices, and the incoming Comb Ware
Culture, characterised by collective graves with a
rich inventory and certain distinctive burial practices,
which was, however, gradually assimilated into the in-
digenous milieu. As already pointed out by research-
ers of artistic practices (Jan Fast), cultural influences
and ancient rituals, also reflected in the ancient artistic
representations, spread across the boundaries of par-
ticular cultures, coming under various influences and
being transformed. The ancient zoomorphic and an-
thropomorphic representations appear strictly rooted in
observations of the environment, in the characteristic
way of life of the fisher-hunter communities, and in
their burial practices and beliefs concerning life be-
yond the grave.
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Santrauka

Straipsnyje pristatomi naujausi radiokarboniniai duo-
menys i§ Zvejnieky akmens amziaus kapinyno (Siaurés
Latvija) kapy (1 pav.), kuriuose rasta zmones ir gyvi-
nus vaizduojanéiy amulety ir skulptiiréliy. Naujausi
datavimai, atlikti Kylio laboratorijoje, rodo, kad ka-
pai, kuriuose rasti meno objektai, datuojami vélyvuoju
mezolitu — vélyvuoju neolitu (2 pav.; 2 lentel¢). Kapy,
kuriuose rasta antropomorfiniy ir zoomorfiniy dirbiniy,
néra daug. Tai kapai nr. 57, 74, 100, 121, 162, 172,
221, 224, 228, 271a, 277 (3—15 pav.; 1 lentelé). Vaiz-
duojamojo meno dirbinius daugiausia sudaro gyviiny
— briedziy, gyvaciy, jvairiy riiSiy pauksciy, mesky ir
fidros vaizdai. Antropomorfiniai dirbiniai vaizduoja
moteriskos lyties atstoves, embrionus, zmoniy veidus
(16, 17 pav.). Dirbiniai buvo gaminti i§ gyviiny ragy,
danty, kauly, molio.



