Pratarmeé

Sis trediasis ,Archaeologia Baltica“ tomas skirtas konferencijai, vykusiai 1996 m.
balandzio mén. Lietuvos istorijos institute. Joje dalyvavo Bergeno (Norvegija) ir
Lietuvos mokslininkai. Konferencija apvainikavo ilgamecius rySius, uzmegztus
1992 m., kai prof. dr. Philos Dagfinn Moe i§ Bergeno universiteto Botanikos sky-
riaus apsilanké Vilniaus universitete su palinologijos paskaity ciklu. Po Sio vizito
1992 m. spalio mén. Vilniaus universitete jvyko Vilniaus ir Bergeno geologijos
bei palinologijos seminaras. Jis suartino Lietuvos ir Norvegijos mokslininkus,
uzsimezgeé asmeniniai kontaktai. Netrukus abiejy universitety dekanai pasirasé
numatomo bendradarbiavimo sutartj.

Profesorius Moe didesne dalj savo palinologiniy darby skyré tarpdisciplini-
niams kultdiros istorijos projektams. Kartu su savo kolegomis i$ Bergeno univer-
siteto Botanikos skyriaus jis prisidéjo kuriant stiprig bendradarbiavimo tradicijg
tarp archeology, osteology, geology ir botaniky, dirbanéiy Bergeno universite-
te. Sis bendradarbiavimas buvo itin sékmingas, zvalgant ir tyrinéjant archeologi-
jos paminklus. Jau pradinéje bendravimo stadijoje daugelis gamtos moksly spe-
cialisty Vilniuje iSreiSké susidoméjima musy metodais ir strategijomis, vykdant
tardisciplininius kultros istorijos projektus, Todél prof. Moe iniciatyva uzmegzti
kontaktai su archeologija, seminare dalyvauti pakviestas profesorius filosofijos
daktaras Svein Indrelidas i§ Bergeno universiteto Archeologijos skyriaus. Prof.
S. Indrelidas, ko gero, yra labiausiai patyres Bergeno archeologas Sios ir kity
discipliny bendradarbiavimo srityje. Siandien jis atsakingas uz Bergeno muzie-
jaus tarpdisciplininiy mokslo tyrimy projekty koordinavima. Bergeno muziejus -
tai neseniai jkurtas Bergeno universiteto padalinys, j kurj jeina archeologijos,
meno istorijos, botanikos, etnografijos, geologijos bei zoologijos skyriy muziejy
padaliniai. Siame tome spausdinamas Indrelido straipsnis suteikia i§samios in-
formacijos apie Bergeno muziejaus strukturg, ir veikla.

Po preliminaraus rysiy uzmezgimo spalio mén. seminare prof. S. Indrelidas
apsilanké Vilniuje ankstyva 1993 m. pavasarj. Sio apsilankymo tikslas buvo pa-
kviesti Lietuvos archeologus dalyvauti geriau paruostoje bendradarbiavimo pro-
gramoje. Profesorius susitiko su Lietuvos istorijos instituto, Lietuvos nacionalinio
muziejaus ir Vilniaus universiteto archeologais. Visos $ios institucijos iSreiSke
teigiamag pozidrj | bendradarbiavimo su Bergeno universitetu perspektyva. Tapo
aiSku, kad daugelis Lietuvos archeology noréty iSsiaiskinti tarpdiscipliniSkai orien-
tuotos archeologijos galimybes, ypac vykdant akmens amziaus projektus. Glau-
desniy rysiy vystymu ypa¢ buvo suinteresuoti Archeologijos skyriaus archeolo-



gai. Sis Lietuvos istorijos instituto padalinys formaliai atsakingas uz priesistoriniy
paminkly tvarkymg, jame dirba dauguma Lietuvos archeology. Vizito rezultatas
- bendradarbiavimo sutartis tarp Lietuvos nacionalinio muziejaus Archeologijos
skyriaus, Bergeno universiteto ir Lietuvos istorijos instituto Archeologijos sky-
riaus. Formaliai $i sutartis buvo patvirtinta 1993 m. vasara. Jg pasiraseé atitinka-
my skyriy vadovai, dr. Arthuras Fastelandas ir dr. Vytautas Kazakevicius. Profe-
soriaus S. Indrelido apsilankymo metu taip pat uzmegzti stipris rySiai su Lietu-
vos nacionalinio muziejaus Archeologijos skyriumi. Nacionaliniame muziejuje
dirba dr. Vygandas Juodagalvis, kuris iki Siol buvo atsakingas uz bendradarbia-
vima.

Kai 1995 m. Bergeno muziejus tapo prijungtas prie Bergeno universiteto ir
pakeité Istorijos muziejuy, anksciau su Lietuvos istorijos instituto Archeologijos sky-
riumi pasirasyta sutartj reikéjo perzitréti. Naujg bendradarbiavimo sutartj tarp Lietu-
vos istorijos instituto ir Bergeno muziejaus, kurios turinys buvo toks pat, kaip ir
pirmosios, pasirasé $iy jstaigy direktoriai habil. dr. Antanas Tylas ir dr. Philos Kare
Hesjedalas Vilniaus-Bergeno konferencijoje, 1996 m. balandzio mén. Tuo pat metu
vyko derybos dél atskiros sutarties tarp Bergeno ir Vilniaus universitety Archeologi-
jos skyriy. Formaliai ji buvo patvirtinta 1996 m. rudenj, 0 1997 m. sausio mén. pasi-
raSyta abiejy institucijy vadovy — prof. dr. Philo Bergljot Solberg ir prof. habil. dr.
Mykolo Michelberto. Dabar, kai raSoma §i jzanga, vyksta bendradarbiavimo sutar-
ties ruosimas tarp Lietuvos nacionalinio ir Bergeno muziejy. Sios sutartys padés
formaly pagrinda moksliniam bendradarbiavimui tarp Bergeno universiteto bei
akademiniy sluoksniy Vilniuje, dirbangiy archeologijos ir bendradarbiavimo tarp
archeologijos bei kity moksly srityje.

1992 m. uzsimezgusios jvairios bendradarbiavimo formos leido sukurti funk-
ciniy rySiy tinklg (tiek institucijy, tiek personalijy lygyje). Bergeno universiteto
atstovai keletg karty lankeési Lietuvoje. Vilniaus mokslininkai ilgesniam laikui at-
vykdavo j Bergenag, ir Vakary Norvegijg, kur mokési palinologijos bei archeologi-
niy kasinejimy metodikos. Materialy Bergeno universiteto indélj j Lietuvos insti-
tucijy darbg sudaro kompiuteriné jranga, techniniai jrengimai, skirti laboratori-
niams bei lauko darbams, taip pat atliktos radiokarboninés analizés. Be to, buvo
intensyviai kei¢iamasi literatiira — tezémis, zurnalais.

Rysiai, uzmegzti mokslininky, dirbanéiy geologijos ir botanikos srityje,
iniciatyva, 1994 m. Siek tiek pakito siekiant jtraukti pirmiausia kultiiros istorija
gvildenancius archeologus ir gamtos moksly specialistus. Tokio pobidzio ben-
dradarbiavimui buvo svarbus 1993 m. rudenj Bergene jvykes susitikimas tarp
Lietuvos archeology Vygando Juodagalvio ir DZiugo Brazaicio, dalyvavusiy ak-
mens amziaus kasinéjimuose Bergeno apylinkése, su Bergeno universiteto Ar-
cheologijos skyriaus mokslininkais Tore Bjgrgu ir Asle Bruen Olsenu. Si grupé
nusprende imtis priemoniy sukuriant tvirtesnj pagrinda tolimesniam bendradar-
biavimui archeologiniy tyrimy srityje. Sig iniciatyva pareme Bergeno universite-
tas, 1994 m. vasarg finansaves Bjgrgo ir Bruen Olseno kelione j Lietuva. Norve-
gy atstovai turéjo galimybe dvi savaites bendrauti su Lietuvos archeologais, ap-
lankyti jvairius Lietuvos archeologinius paminklus, su kuriais juos puikiai supa-
zindino Vygandas Juodagalvis. Blsimojo bendradarbiavimo projektai bei tikslai
buvo aptarti baigiamuosiuose susitikimuose su Lietuvos istorijos instituto Arche-
ologijos skyriaus ir Nacionalinio muziejaus darbuotojais. Nutarta, kad pirmasis
Zingsnis, skatinant konstruktyvy mokslinj bendradarbiavima, bus konferencijos
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Vilnius-Bergenas Vilniuje organizavimas. Ji biity archeologinio tarpdisciplininio
pobudzio. Pagrindinis tikslas — sutelkti démes;j j informacijos apie dviejy $aliy
archeologijos mokslg apsikeitima. Nuspresta, kad konferencija bus pravesta kaip
jungtinis projektas, sutarties tarp Lietuvos istorijos instituto ir Bergeno muziejaus
(tada dar Istorijos muziejaus) rémuose. Konferencija turéjo vykti Lietuvos istori-
jos institute. Be to, Norvegijos atstovai priemé dosny Lietuvos nacionalinio mu-
ziejaus pasiulymag suorganizuoti Bergene Lietuvos kulturos istorijos paroda
+Archaologische Schéatze aus Litauen®, kuri prie$ tai demonstruota Duisburge
(1993) ir VarSuvoje (1994).

Kadangi ekspozicija buvo supakuota ir paruosta iSvezimui, Siam projektui
jgyvendinti 1994/1995 m. Ziema buvo skirtas pagrindinis démesys. Deja, sutrukdé
finansinés problemos. Taciau mes tikimés, kad Sig ekspozicijg bus galima nu-
vezti | Bergeng kada nors véliau. Nesékmé organizuojant parodg Bergene pa-
skatino jdeti dar daugiau jegy, kad Vilniaus-Bergeno konferencija tapty realybe.
Paruosiamieji darbai prasidéjo 1995 m. rudenj. Organizaciniam komitetui vado-
vavo dr. Gintautas Zabiela, kuris dabar yra Lietuvos istorijos instituto Archeologi-
jos skyriaus vadovas. Komiteto nariais buvo Vygandas Juodagalvis ir Bergeno
atstovai Svein Indrelidas, Asle Bruen Olsenas. Ekonominé parama isripinta ir
formalumai baigti 1995 m. pabaigoje. 1996 m. sausio meén. Indrelidas ir Bruen
Olsenas atvyko j Vilniy. Jy tikslas buvo paruosti 1996 m. balandzio mén. konfe-
rencijos programg. Organizacinis komitetas susitiko keletg karty. Susitikimuose
dalyvavo Lietuvos istorijos instituto direktoriaus pavaduotojas dr. Arturas Micke-
viCius, kaip vadovybés atstovas, suvaidines pagrindinj vaidmenj sprendziant kon-
ferencijos organizavimo praktines problemas. Formuluojant konferencijos turinj
ir kryptj Sioje pradinéje bendradarbiavimo stadijoje, komitetui teko atsizvelgti j
bitinybe pasidalyti netgi elementariausia informacija apie dvi visiSkai skirtingas
archeologiniy tyrimy, mokymo tradicijy bei institucines strukturas. Todél nuspres-
ta, kad konferencija bus plataus profilio, t.y. i§ dalies akcentuojant tarpdisciplini-
niy metody taikyma archeologijoje, i§ dalies — bendra kulturos istorijos apzvalga
ir metodologinius aspektus. Taip pat bus leista pateikti neseniai uzbaigtus ar dar
tesiamus archeologinius projektus-tyrimus. Nutarta apsikeisti infomacija apie ar-
cheologiniais tyrimais ir prieSistoriniy paminkly tvarkymu abiejose Salyse
uzsiimanciy jstaigy organizacine struktura. Galy gale nuspresta, kad konferen-
cija bus atvira visiems dalyviams ir placiajai auditorijai, o norvegy dalyvavimas
praktiniais sumetimais apribotas tik Bergeno muziejumi. Dél plataus profilio kon-
ferencija buvo pavadinta ,Lietuvos ir Vakary Norvegijos archeologija: dabartis ir
perspektyvos®.

Paskelbus apie konferencijos organizavima, sulaukta pritarimo. Daugelis
mokslininky iSreiSké nora skaityti praneSimus minétomis temomis. Jy buvo 15§
Bergeno muziejaus ir 14 i jvairiy Lietuvos jstaigy. 1996 m. kovo pradzioje Lietu-
vos istorijos institutas pateiké programg su praneSimy tezémis bei konferencijos
tvarkarasciu. Konferencija turéjo testis 5 dienas — 3 skirtos pranesimams ir dis-
kusijoms, 2 — ekskursijoms bei asmeniniams susitikimams.

Konferencija jvyko Lietuvos istorijos institute Vilniuje 1996 m. balandZzio 13-
19 d. Darbas buvo gerai organizuotas, praneSimai perskaityti laikantis progra-
mos (iSskyrus kelis smulkius pakeitimus). Visuose posédziuose dalyvaudavo maz-
daug 50-ties Zzmoniy auditorija. Nepaisant kalbiniy, gyvenimo ir tiriamojo darbo
tradicijy skirtumo, konferencija stebino aukstu abiejy Saliy archeologijos proble-
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my bei tiksly supratimo lygiu. Be to, tarpdisciplininis bendradarbiavimas arche-
ologinio zvalgymo, kasingjimy ir analizés srityje buvo pripazintas labai reikSmingu
tolimesniuose Lietuvos bei Norvegijos moksliniuose tyrimuose. Ne maZiau svar-
bu ir tai, kad &ia susipazino zmonés, tiriantys tuos pacius ikiistorinius laikotar-
pius ir taikantys i$ esmés ta pacia technika bei metodus. Daugelis dalyviy ypac
doméjosi kompiuterinés technologijos panaudojimu archeologijoje. Taigi konfe-
rencija sukdré platy asmeniniy kontakty tinkla, kuris padidins konstruktyvaus
bendradarbiavimo potenciala,.

Dvidesimties asmeny Bergeno delegacija buvo riipestingai priimta. Grupé
labai vertina suteiktg galimybe ekskursijy po Vilniy ir jo apylinkes metu susipa-
Zinti su Lietuvos istorija. Instituto Archeologijos skyrius pricidéjo prie konferenci-
jos, vadovaudamas ekskursijy Vilniaus apylinkése programai. Universiteto at-
stovams dr. Albinui Kunceviciui ir dr. Aleksiejui Luchtanui grupé labai dekinga uz
puikias keliones | Trakus bei Kernave.

Siame “Archaeologia Baltica” tome 12 Lietuvos ir 13 Norvegijos autoriy pa-
teikia 24 i$ 29 konferencijoje skaityty praneSimuy. Straipsniai labai skiriasi tyriné-
jimy laikotarpiais bei tematika, taCiau turéty suteikti skaitytojui bendrg vaizda
apie dviejy Saliy archeologiniy tyrimy pasiekimus ir kryptis. Mes taip pat tikimes,
kad $i knyga pateiks idéjy, perspektyvy bei duomeny, praversianciy kitame ar-
cheologiniy tyrimy kontekste.

Dél visiskai skirtingy dalyviy kalbos pagrindy ir PC naudojimo buvo neleng-
va paruosti leidybai konferencijos medziaga,. Sias problemas iSspresti padéjo
M.A.Davidas Simpsonas, iS Bergeno universiteto ir kandidaté j filosofijos dakta-
ro laipsnj Lisa Hodgetts — Bergeno muziejaus studente i§ Durhamo universiteto
(DidZioji Britanija).

Konferencija ne tik iSplété kontakty tinkla. Jos iniciatyva pradéta planuoti
Lietuvoje jungtine archeologine ekspedicija. Tai bity kitas Zingsnis moksliniame
bendradarbiavime. Jis pasitarnauty kaip iSeities taskas toliau vystant tarpdiscip-
lininj tyrimy profilj. Siam tikslui pasirinkta Sventosios akmens amziaus gyvenvie-
té, kuri intensyviai tiriama ir gerai zinoma. Tokios vélyvojo akmens amziaus me-
dZiotojy-rinkéjy gyvenvietés, iSsidésciusios prieSistorinés laglinos prie Baltijos
jaros pakrantése, pasizymi ypac geromis organiniy liekany konservacinémis sa-
lygomis. Todé!l Sventoji yra ideali vieta, kur Lietuvos tyrinétojai galés pasimokyti
i$ patirties, sukauptos Bergeno muziejuje, kaip naudoti archeologinius, osteolo-
ginius ir botanikos metodus, kasinéjant priesistorines gyvenvietes. Kadangi anks-
tesni Sventosios kasinéjimai nebuvo paremti sisteminiais tarpdisciplininiais tyri-
mais, mes tikimés, kad Sis projektas suteiks naujos ir svarbios informacijos apie
ekonominj bei socialinj-kultlrinj Sio regiono vélyvojo akmens amziaus medzioto-
ju-rinkéjy gyvenvieciy vystymasi. Projekto paruosimas $iuo metu yra baigiamas.
Kasinéjimai turi vykti nuo 1997 m. birzelio vidurio iki liepos vidurio. Po jy bus
jgyvendinama mokymo, analizés bei leidybos programa, paremta Bergeno ir
Vilniaus mokslininky pasikeitimu.

Mes tikimés, kad Vilniaus ir Bergeno archeologai bendradarbiaus ir ateityje.
Norvegijos mokslininkams galimybé prisidéti prie Lietuvos archeologijos vysty-
mo kartu yra ir jkvepimo Saltinis bei iSbandymas. Svarbiausias dalykas tokiame
bendradarbiavime - abipusé nauda, kylanti i$ bitinybés abiejy $aliy mokslinin-
kams praplésti akirat, atsisakyti tyrinéjimy lokaliSkumo. GlaudZiai bendradar-
biaudami ir susipazindami, mes jgyjame galimybe konstruktyviai pazitrétt j savo
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regiony priesistore. Dar daugiau, atsizvelgiant j $iy dieny politine situacijg Euro-
poje, dabar svarbiau negu bet kada anksciau sustiprinti mokslinj bedradarbiavi-
ma tarp Ryty ir Vakary, ypa¢ humanitarinése mokslo srityse. Greita Ryty ir Vaka-
ry integracija humanitariniy moksly srityje, be jokios abejones, teigiamai paveiks
demokratijos vystymasi Ryty Europoje.

Nors konferencijos medziaga atspindi labai priestaringas Siuo metu arche-
ologijos sritis, Si publikacija yra pirmiausia noro ir galimybiy bendradarbiauti do-
kumentas. Visa, kas pasiekta, buvo jmanoma pirmiausia to idealistinio darbo
déka, kurj atliko Lietuvos archeologai dr. Vytautas KazakeviCius, dr. Vygandas
Juodagalvis ir dr. Gintautas Zabiela. Bergeno universiteto vardu as iSreiSkiu Siems
Zmonéms ypatingg padeka uz pagalba ruosiant konferencijg bei atliekant kitas
uzduotis, susijusias su bendradarbiavimo programomis. Be to, reikia padékoti
visiems Lietuvos istorijos instituto Archeologijos skyriaus darbuotojams uz pa-
stangas sukurti konferencijoje Bergeno delegacijai malonig atmosfera. Mes taip
pat dekojame Lietuvos archeologijos draugijai ir jos pirmininkui dr. Albinui Kun-
ceviCiui uz Siltg sutikimg mums atvykus j Vilniy.

Lietuvos ir Bergeno bendradarbiavimo
sutarciy koordinatorius Bergene

Asle Bruen Olsen

Bergenas, Norvegija 30 03 97
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Preface

This third volume of Archaeologia Baltica 3 is the product of a conference with
participants from Bergen, Norway, and Lithuania held at the Lithuanian Institute
of History in April 1996. The conference was a result of a longer period of contact
which started in 1992, when Professor Dr. Philos. Dagfinn Moe, Department of
Botany, University of Bergen, visited the University of Vilnius to present a series
of lectures in the field of palynology. His visit was followed by a Vilnius-Bergen
geology/palynology seminar at the University of Vilnius in October 1992. The
seminar brought together Lithuanian and Norwegian researchers such that per-
sonal contacts were established, and soon after an agreement of intended coope-
ration was signed by the Deans of the two universities.

Professor Moe has devoted a large part of his own palynological research
to interdisciplinary culture historical projects, and has, together with his colleagues
at the Department of Botany in Bergen, contributed to the development of a
strong tradition of cooperation between archaeologists, osteologists, geologists
and botanists at the University of Bergen. This cooperation has been especially
successful in the context of survey and investigation of archaeological sites.
Since many of the natural scientists in Vilnius expressed specific interest already
in the early phase of communication with regard to learning about our methods
and strategies as applied to interdisciplinary cultural historical projects, Professor
Moe also initiated a link with archaeology by inviting Professor Dr. Philos. Svein
Indrelid, Department of Archaeology, University of Bergen, to the seminar.
Professor Indrelid is probably the most experienced archaeologist in Bergen
when it comes to archaeological/interdisciplinary cooperation, and he is today
in charge of coordinating interdisciplinary research projects at the Bergen
Museum, the recently established body at the University of Bergen which consists
of the museum units of the departments of archaeology, art history, botany,
ethnography, geology, and zoology (Indrelid’s article about the Bergen Museum
in this volume provides detailed information as to how this institution is organized).

As a consequence of preliminary contacts made during the October seminar,
Professor Indrelid visited Vilnius in the early spring 1993 for the purpose of inviting
Lithuanian archaeologists to take part in a more fully developed cooperative
program. His visit included meetings with archaeologists at the Lithuanian Institute
of History, the National Museum of Lithuania and the University of Vilnius. All of
these institutions responded positively to the perspective of cooperation with the
University of Bergen, and it also became clear that many of the Lithuanian
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archaeologists wished to explore the potentials of interdisciplinary oriented
archaeology, especially within stone age projects. Representatives of the
Department of Archaeology at the Lithuanian Institute of History, the institution
which is formally responsible for the management of prehistoric monuments
and which employs most of the field archaeologists in Lithuania, were specifically
interested in developing stronger contacts. This led to a cooperative agreement
between the Historical Museum, Department of Archaeology, University of Bergen
and the Department of Archaeology at the Lithuanian Institute of History, formally
approved in the summer 1993 and signed by the respective heads of departments
Dr. Arthur Fasteland and Dr. Vytautas Kazakeviius. Professor Indrelid’s visit also
resulted in a strong contact with the Archaeological Department at The National
Museum of Lithuania. The National museum employs Dr. Vygandas Juodagalvis,
who has up till now been the leading collaborative person on the Lithuanian side.

When the Bergen Museum was established in 1995 as the museum facility
of the University of Bergen, and thus replacing the Historical Museum, the previous
agreement with The Lithuanian Institute of History, Department of Archaeology,
had to be re negotiated. A new cooperative agreement between the Lithuanian
Institute of History and the Bergen Museum, in content similar to the previous
one, was therefore signed by the museum directors, Dr. Hab. Antanas Tyla and
Dr. Philos. Kére Hesjedal, at the Vilnius-Bergen Conference in April 1996. An
additional separate agreement between the archaeological departments of the
universities in Vilnius and Bergen was negotiated at the same time. This was
formally dispatched in the autumn 1996 and signed by the institute leaders
Professor Dr. Philos. Bergljot Solberg and Professor Dr. Hab. Mykolas Michel-
bertas in January 1997. As this preface is being written we are also in the process
of fulfilling a cooperative agreement between The National Museum of Lithuania
and Bergen Museum. These agreements serve to secure a formal basis for re-
search cooperation between The University of Bergen and all the academic milieus
in Vilnius occupied with archaeology and archaeological/natural scientific col-
laboration.

Since they began in 1992, the various forms of cooperation have resulted in
a functional contact network both on the institutional and the personal levels.
Representatives from the University of Bergen have visited Lithuania on several
occasions, while Lithuanian researchers have had longer stays in Bergen and
Western Norway for training and education in palynology and archaeological
field methods. Material contributions from the University of Bergen to the
Lithuanian institutions include computer equipment, laboratory and field technical
facilities and natural scientific analyses such as radiocarbon dates. There has
also been a rather intensive exchange of literature, both theses and journals.

The contacts as first initiated by natural scientists oriented towards geology
and botany, have since 1994 shifted over to involve primarily archaeologists and
natural scientists occupied with culture historical research. A meeting of
importance for this direction of the cooperation took place in Bergen in the autumn
1993 between the Lithuanian archaeologists Vygandas Juodagalvis and Dziugas
Brazaitis, who had participated in a stone age excavation outside Bergen, and
two researchers employed at the Department of Archaeology, University of
Bergen, Mag.Art. Tore Bjorgo and Mag.Art. Asle Bruen Olsen. This group decided
take actions towards creating a more solid platform for future archaeological
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research cooperation. The initiative was approved by the University of Bergen,
which funded travel to Lithuania for Bjgrgo and Bruen Olsen in the summer 1994.
During two weeks the Norwegian representatives had the opportunity to become
acquainted with most sides of Lithuanian archaeology through discussions with
fellow archaeologists and by visits to archaeological sites around the country
under the excellent guidance of Vygandas Juodagalvis. Future cooperation
projects and goals were discussed in concluding meetings with the staffs of the
archaeological departments at the Lithuanian Institute of History and the National
Museum. It was agreed that the first step in activating a constructive research
cooperation process would be to work toward an archaeological/interdisciplinary
Vilnius-Bergen conference in Vilnius focusing on general exchange of information
about the archaeologies of the two countries. It was also decided that such a
conference should be conducted as a co-project within the framework of the
agreement between the Lithuanian Institute of History and the Bergen Museum
(at that time Historical Museum) and with the Institute as the host institution. In
addition the Norwegian representatives accepted a generous invitation from The
National Museum to set up in Bergen the Lithuanian culture historical exhibition
Archédologische Schétze aus Litauen, previously shown in Duisburg, Germany
(1993) and Warsaw, Poland (1994).

Since the exhibition was packed and ready for transport the planning of this
project was given priority during the winter 1994/95, but unfortunately it had to
be cancelled due to financial problems. However, we still hope that it will be
possible present a similar exhibit in Bergen at a later stage. The failure of the
exhibition project made us very determined to succeed in making a reality of the
even more important Vilnius-Bergen conference. The preparations began in
autumn 1995 with an organizing committee lead by Dr. Gintautas Zabiela, now
head of the Department of Archaeology at the Lithuanian Institute of History. The
other members of the committee were Vygandas Juodagalvis and the Bergen
representatives Svein Indrelid and Asle Bruen Olsen. Economic support was
secured and the formalities finalized by the end of 1995. Indrelid and Bruen
Olsen then went to Vilnius in January 1996 for the purpose of preparing a program
for a conference in April 1996. Here the committee had several meetings which
also included the assistant director of the Lithuanian Institute of History, Dr. Arturas
Mickevicius, who as a leading representative played a key role in solving logistic
and practical problems in connection with the arrangement. In formulating the
content and direction of a conference at this early stage of research cooperation,
the committee had to consider the need for communicating even the most
elementary information about two quite different traditions and institutional
structures of archaeological research and education. It was therefore decided to
provide the conference with an open profile, placing emphasis partly on the
formally approved common priority of interdisciplinary methods applied in
archaeology, partly on general culture historical surveys and methodological
aspects, as well as allowing for the presentation of recent or ongoing important
archaeological projects/case studies. It was also agreed to incorporate an
exchange of information regarding the organization of the institutions dealing
with archaeological research and the management of prehistoric monuments in
the two countries. Finally, it was decided that the conference should be open for
Lithuanian contributors and spectators, and, for practical reasons, that the
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Norwegian participation should be limited to researchers representing Bergen
Museum. Because of the general profile of the conference it was given the title
The Archaeology of Lithuania and Western Norway: Status and Perspectives.

Following the announcement of the conference many researchers responded
positively, expressing interest in presenting papers related to the above mentioned
topics. These included 15 researchers from the Bergen Museum and 14 Lithua-
nian researchers representing a variety of institutions. In early March 1996 the
host institution presented a conference program containing abstracts of the
presentations and a schedule extending over 5 days - 3 days of lectures and
discussions and 2 days of excursions and individual meetings.

The conference took place at the Lithuanian Institute of History in Vilnius in
the period April 13-19 1996. The arrangement was well structured and the papers
were submitted according to the program with only some minor changes. An
audience of approximately 50 persons was present at all sessions. In spite of
the differences in language, background and research traditions the discussions
revealed a surprisingly high degree of mutual understanding of current problems
and goals in the archaeology of the two countries. Furthermore, interdisciplinary
collaboration in the contexts of survey, excavation and analysis was recognized
as important for future Lithuanian/Norwegian research cooperation. Last, but
not least, the conference successfully brought together individuals working within
the same prehistoric periods or occupied with principally similar techniques and
methods (the use of computer technology in archaeology was addressed with
specific interest by many of the participants). The conference thus created an
extended personal contact network which serves to increase the potential for
constructive research cooperation.

The Bergen delegation of 20 persons was well cared for during the whole
conference. The group highly valued the opportunity to learn about the history
of Lithuania through the excursions in Vilnius and its surroundings. The
Department of Archaeology at the University of Vilnius contributed to the
conference by leading the program of excursions outside Vilnius. The university
representatives Dr. Albinas Kuncevic¢ius and Dr. Aleksiejus Luchtanas were
appreciated for their excellent tours of Trakai and Kernave.

In this volume of Archaeologica Bailtica 3, 12 Lithuanian and 13 Norwegian
authors present 24 of the 29 papers submitted at the conference. The articles
range widely in time and topics, but should give the reader a general impression
of the status and directions of archaeological research in the two regions. We
also hope that this book will contribute with some new ideas, perspectives and
data which can be made useful in other contexts of archaeological research.

Because of the participants’ totally different backgrounds in language and
in the use of PCs, it has not been an easy task to complete the publication of the
conference papers. These problems were solved due to the great efforts of MA
David Simpson, Bergen Museum, who has been responsible for the language
editing of the publication, and who was well assisted by Ph.D. candidate Lisa
Hodgetts, presently a guest student at the Bergen Museum representing the
University of Durham, U.K.

The conference not only extended the contact network, but it also initiated
the process of planning a joint excavation project in Lithuania as the next step in
the cooperation process. A joint excavation project was considered to represent
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anecessary point of departure for the further development of the interdisciplinary
research profile agreed upon as an important cooperation priority. For this purpose
the previously intensively investigated and well known stone age settlement area
in Sventoji was selected. These late stone age hunter-gatherer settlements located
at the shore of a prehistoric lagoon close to the Baltic sea are characterized by
extremely good conditions for the preservation of organic remains. This makes
Sventoji an ideal context for an investigation in which Lithuanian researchers
can learn from the experience of the Bergen Museum on the use of combined
archaeological, osteological and botanical methods and strategies in prehistoric
excavations. Since earlier excavations in éventoji have not been based on
systematic interdisciplinary investigations, we also expect that this project will
generate new and important information about the economic and socio-cultural
development among the late stone age hunter-gatherers in the region. The
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planning of the project is presently being finalized. The excavation is scheduled
for the period mid June-mid July 1997, and will be followed by a program of
training, analysis and publication based on an exchange of researchers between
Bergen and Vilnius.

It is our hope that the archaeological milieus in Vilnius and Bergen will
continue to cooperate in the years to come. For the Bergen archaeologists it is
both an inspiration and a challenge to contribute to the further development of
Lithuanian archaeology. Most important are the mutual benefits achieved from
such a cooperation, especially in that it forces the researchers on both sides to
extend their horizons beyond their local research perspectives. In learning from
each other’s differences in this context of close cooperation we are also in a
better position to find constructive approaches to the study of the prehistory in
our “own” regions. Furthermore, considering the political situation in Europe
today it is more urgent than ever to strengthen the ties of scientific cooperation
between East and West, specifically within the human sciences. A process of
rapid East-West integration of humanistic research will undoubtedly contribute
positively to the democratic development in Eastern Europe.

Although the publication of the conference proceedings reflects rather
contrasting archaeologies at this stage, it should be seen first of all as a document
of the willingness and ability to cooperate. What we have successfully achieved so
far is due primarily to the idealistic work of the Lithuanian archaeologists Dr. Vytautas
Kazakevicius, Dr. Vygandas Juodagalvis and Dr. Gintautas Zabiela. On behalf of
the University of Bergen | thank these especially for their contributions to the
arrangement of the conference as well as to the fulfiiment of other tasks related
to the cooperative programs. Furthermore, the whole staff the Department of
Archaeology at the Lithuanian Institute of History has to be thanked for its efforts
invested in making the conference a pleasant experience for the Bergen dele-
gation. Finally, we thank the Lithuanian Archaeological Society, with its chairman
Dr. Albinas Kuncevicius, for the warm reception given on our arrival in Vilnius.

Bergen, Norway 30.03.97

Asle Bruen Olsen

Bergen coordinator of the Lithuania-Bergen
cooperation agreements
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