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Abstract

Curonian women’s bead sets with bronze spacer plates or pectoral ornaments, headbands, headdresses made of cloth, caps
adorned with metal spirals and unaccountable ware from the Viking Age and early medieval times in a lot of cases are not
correctly interpreted. Some of the Curonian ornaments investigated in this article have good parallels in Livonian, Gotlandic
and Scandinavian material and material from Finland. At the same time, bead sets with spacer plates both in Gotland and in
Curonia were an outcome of the rivalry between Western Europe and the Byzantine Empire in designing symbols of power

and prestige.
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Some notes on Curonian women’s
headdress

It seems that Curonian culture is one of the best known
of its kind researched by scholars. However, some as-
pects of Curonian culture based on inaccurate assump-
tions are interpreted wrongly. This has happened with
Curonian headdresses, to which have been attributed
even bead sets composed of bronze spacer plates and
monochromic and multicoloured glass and bronze
beads. The same has happened with unknown designed
cloth headdresses and ware with clasps. The problem
occurred because different research classifies identi-
cal objects as different artefacts. Another part of this
problem developed out of objective conditions, such
as unpublished material of Curonian cemeteries, the
poor survival of artefacts even during excavations, or
the fragmentation of artefacts in the storage of muse-
ums. Furthermore, littoral soil creates bad conditions
for the preservation of all sorts of organic material
(bone, cloth, leather). These aspects do not promote
the positive analysis of material. The appearance and
development of the custom of cremation also aggra-
vates research into these ornaments. Similarly, with-
out quoting simultaneous analogies from the Eastern
Baltic region, Scandinavia, Gotland, Finland and other
countries, the wrong conclusions about some culture
features of Curonian culture are reached.

Metal clasps of the Curonians’ pred-
ecessors in Western Lithuanian Stone
Circle Grave Culture

For centuries, both married women and young girls
of Baltic tribes covered their hair. Women wore hemi-
spherical caps in the Western Lithuanian Stone Circle
Grave Culture, the Nemunas delta region and cen-
tral Lithuania from the end of the second century till
the middle of the fourth century (phase B2/C1-C3)
(Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1959: 32-33, Figs. 2-3;
Jovaisa 1992: 97; Kackuté 1995: 14). These caps were
fastened with cloth with tiny bronze bobbles with legs,
of a specific design.

At the same time, headbands designed with tiny bronze
bobbles fastened by leather or cloth were common to
women’s garments of Western Lithuanian Stone Circle
Grave Culture (Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1959: 4546,
Fig. 19; Kackuté 1995: 15-18). Some such headbands
were adorned with double flat spirals.

To the headbands were attributed artefacts made from
four to seven leather strips, with bronze staples and
joined to two bronze clasps (Fig. 1: 1) (Bezzenberger
1892: 153, 160-161, Tafel: VIII: 15; Sturms 1942;
Stankus 1995: 39-40, Fig. 33; Banyté-Rowell 2001:
Fig. 25). Most of the headbands with clasps are too
fragmented, and it is impossible to reconstruct the or-
nament or even to describe them as headbands (Stankus
1995: Fig. 33). It should be mentioned that headbands
with clasps are concentrated between the left bank of
the middle reaches of the River Minija and the vicinity
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Fig. 1. Unaccountable ware: 1 Baitai cemetery, grave 37; 2 Palanga, grave 20; 3 Palanga, grave 108; 4 Laiviai, stray find
(LNM AR 2: 31-32); 5 Palanga, grave 90; 6 Laiviai, grave 15; 7 Palanga, grave 100 (1-5 bronze, leather, birch bark;

6 bronze, leather, birch bark, silver plate; 7 bronze, leather, birch bark, cloth; 1 - after Banyté-Rowell, 2001, Fig. 25; 2—7
LNM AR. Drawings by Audroné Ruziené).
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Fig. 2.
Aukstkiemiai
(formerly Ober-
hof, Klaipéda
district), grave
202:1-4,5
armlet, and
grave 388:6-7
(photograph from
VDKM archive,
no scale)
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of Klaipéda. An exception to this distribution is only
the headband found at Mazkatuzi (Liepaja district,
Latvia). However, bronze clasps produced from two
rectangular bronze plates similar to clasps are attrib-
uted as headbands, belts, amrings and garment clasps
at the same time (Bezzenberger 1892: 153, 160-161,
Tafel: VIII: 15; Stankus 1995: 63, Fig. 55: 13—14).

To the specific armlet might be ascribed ornaments
made from two or four leather strips and embraced
with bronze staples, and in the front part joined with
a round clasp similar to the decoration of box-shaped
neck-rings (Fig. 2:5). Such ornaments have been found
only at Lazdininkai (Kalnalaukis, grave 81/2003) and
Aukstkiemiai (formerly Oberhof, Klaipéda district,
grave 202) (Butkus, Kanarskas 2005: 118-119; MVF
archive; photograph of Aukstkiemiai cemetery, graves
202 and 388, from VDKM archive). The armlet from
Aukstkiemiai has not survived, and the headband (?)
from Lazdininkai (Kalnalaukis) was found to have dis-
integrated. Therefore, it is difficult to judge their real
purpose.

It might be that all the artefacts mentioned above were
pieces of headbands which women of the Western

! Baitai (Klaipéda district, grave 37), Banduziai (Klaipéda
district, in graves 63 and 85 only rectangular bronze clasps
were found), Mazkatuzi (Liepaja district, grave 5), Sernai
(Klaipéda district, graves 24 and 72). Artefacts found in
the Sernai cemetery by Adalbert Bezzenberger are ascribed
as parts of belt clasps (grave 24) or details of a headband
(grave 72) (Bezzenberger 1892: 153, 160-161, Tafel: VIII:
15).

Lithuanian Stone Circle Grave Culture wore from the
end of the second century till the middle of the fourth
century (phases B1/C2-C3). However, for the moment
there is not enough data to argue that headbands with
rectangular clasps in a certain way came into the Cu-
ronian culture of the seventh to ninth centuries (Figs.
1:2-7;3:2).

Bead sets with bronze spacer plates or
headbands of Curonian women?

Several Curonian women’s bead sets with bronze
spacer plates are attributed as headbands, while other
ornaments strung with the same accessories (spacer
plates and different sorts of beads), after more than 50
years of intensive investigations into Curonian culture,
are considered to be pectoral ornaments (Figs. 4—6)
(Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1959: 48—49; 1986: 146—-147;
1997: 3940, Fig. 31; Kunciené 1981: 78; Bliujiené
2001: 235-242, Figs. 2—4). Therefore, the problem of
confusing the same ornament originates from several
different reasons. Firstly, ornaments with spacer plates
and different beads appeared in Curonia during the
Late Viking Age, when the Curonians developed cre-
mation burial customs. Only a few ornaments strung
with bronze spacer plates and beads have been found
in late inhumation graves. In these cases, ornaments
strung with bronze spacer plates and different beads
were found on the breast or on the nape of the deceased
women (Valatka 1956; 2004: 56-59; LAB 1961: Fig.
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Fig. 3. Lazdininkai cemetery (Kalnalaukis, Kretinga district) inhumation woman’s grave 72/2000 (1 clay; 2 bronze, leather,
birch bark; 3 silver, bronze, silver plate, blue glass; 4 bronze, iron, silver plate, blue glass; 5 silver; 6 bronze, silver plate,
blue glass; 7 bronze, birch bark; 8 amber; 9 iron; drawing by Virgilijus Truklickas)
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Fig. 4. Pectoral ornament
or bead set from Banduziai
cemetery, cremation burial
43a (MLIM, bronze, glass;
photograph by Mindaugas
Brazauskas)

270; LLM 1958: Fig. 415). However, it is difficult to
establish exactly how such ornaments were located
on the bodies of deceased women even in inhumation
graves, because in the coastal cemeteries skeletons and
other organic materials have disappeared. Most of the
bead sets are found in a disintegrated state. Therefore,
the position of the artefact in the grave provides few
clues in discussing the original placement of the or-
naments. Consequently, at Sirai¢iai grave 7(18) and
Gintaliske grave 5 fashionable bead sets or pectoral or-
naments strung with bronze spacer plates and different
beads were found.

A hemispherical cap adorned with bronze spirals and
fixed to the deceased woman’s hair with two different
headdress pins and a fashionable bead set with seven
bronze spacer plates were found at the Sirai¢iai cem-
etery in the inhumation grave 7(18). This is obvious
from the report of the researcher Vitas Valatka (Val-
atka 1956; 2004: 56-59). A similar pectoral ornament
was found at the Banduziai cemetery in a woman’s
cremation burial 43A (Fig. 4). The bead set was found
on the nape of the deceased woman at Siraiciai. This
ornament was 23 centimetres in length and has seven
bronze spacer plates 5.8 centimetres wide. Each of the
bronze spacer plates has 12 small holes; a bronze wire
was threaded through these holes, and about five hun-
dred small black and white glass beads (with a diam-
eter of 0.4 centimetres) were strung on the bronze wire
(Valatka 1956; 2004: 56-59).

One more fashionable bead set or pectoral ornament
and hemispherical cap adorned with bronze spirals were
found in the richly equipped female (girl’s) grave 5 at
the Gintaliské cemetery (Plungé district). The bead set
was found on the breast of the deceased person in an ex-
tended position (Balenitinas 1940: 14-17; LAB 1961:
Fig. 270; LLM 1958: Fig. 415). This fashionable pec-
toral ornament was strung from two rectangular-shaped
bronze spacer plates, 42 blue, whitish and yellow glass

beads and bronze spirals. All the parts of this bead set
were strung in five rows (Balenitinas 1940: 14-17). A
bronze neck ring and necklace strung with 35 glass and
bronze beads were found on the deceased girl’s neck
(Balenitinas 1940: 14; LLM 1958: Figs. 362, 415).
There was a reason to put fashionable pectoral jewel-
lery on the girl’s breast. The importance of the bead set
was emphasised in this act at the same time.

Vladas Nagevicius has written about the “garland of
bronze spirals” from the first PrySmanciai cemetery
(Nagevicius 1935: 62)2. However, he did not indicate
the circumstances of the finding of this artefact, and just
mentioned that a “garland of bronze spirals” was found
during his previous excavations in 1909, and that this
item is similar to the artefact from the male grave 65
(Nagevicius 1935: 51, 84, Tables I: 4, VII: 1). It might
be that the cap adorned with ten rows of spirals was
found in the male inhumation grave 65. On the other
hand, it might be that an elaborate but typical Curonian
men’s belt set with pendants was enclosed in this grave
beside the deceased man’s head (Nagevicius 1935:
26-27, 61, tab. VII: 1). The artefact written about by
Nagevicius in 1958 was somehow reconstructed as a
female “headband” (LLM 1958: 332, Figs. 359-360).
This reconstruction of a “headband” or “garland of
bronze spirals” has no clasp or other possibility to be
fastened to the hair, cap or cloth headdress, because all
the parts of it are not joined into one piece.

A few bead sets or ornaments with bronze spacer plates
were found in “specific graves” and perhaps collective
cremations, or are known as a stray finds (Lekeme vil-
lage®, Plungé district) (Buténiené 1959: 164; Volkaite-
Kulikauskiené 1959: 48-49, Fig. 21; Valatka 2004: 73).

2 This artefact is in the LNM (LNM AR 3: 59).

% The pectoral ornament came to the Alka Museum in TelSiai
from the private collection of Lapinskas (from Lekemé vil-
lage).



Fig. 5. Bronze spacer plates of Curonian bead sets: 1-3 PrySmanciai I: KM without inventory numbers; 4 Klaisiai (Trui-
kiai), stray find; 5 Lazdininkai (Kalnalaukis), cremation burial 179/1976 (1-2, 4-5 bronze; 3 bronze covered by tin; 1-3, 5

drawings by Virgilijus Truklickas, 4 after Dakanis, 1983)

As mentioned above, only a few intact well-preserved
examples of bead sets with bronze spacer plates are
known in the area inhabited by the Curonians. How-
ever, even these bead sets with bronze spacer plates
with clear enough finding circumstances provoked the
rise of a myth about Curonian “headbands” (Volkaité-
Kulikauskiené 1959: 48-49, Fig. 21; 1970: 123-128;
1987: 189, Fig. 30, 2001: 128-130).

The residual part of the Curonian bead sets with bronze
spacer plates or just the constituent parts of spacer plates
were found in cremation graves of the tenth to the 12th

centuries, or are known as stray finds (Figs. 4-6). Bead
sets or pectoral ornaments are found in small piles to-
gether with other grave goods (Banduziai, Klaipéda
district, grave 43a). Sometimes broken, burned, but
mostly unburned grave goods are in disorder, scattered
all over the grave pit in Curonian cremation burials
(Girkaliai, grave 24; Kretinga, graves 6 and 34; Pal-
anga, grave 198; Slengiai, graves 23 and 25). Some-
times bronze spacer plates as additional grave goods
are found in birch bark boxes (Kiauleikiai, grave
10/1985) (Siménas 1984). Therefore, it is possible to
make a reconstruction of the set as a fashionable pec-
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Fig. 6. Bead set and dress pins from the Palanga cemetery, cremation burial 198 (reconstruction) (bronze, glass, opaque
past; drawing by Audroné Ruziené; reconstruction Audroné Bliujiené)

toral ornament, actually applying to the cremation and
inhumation burial context, and analogous with Scandi-
navia, Gotland, Finland and other regions of the eastern
Baltic zone (Fig. 7). There is insufficient data to support
the assumption that Curonian women wore headbands.
Judging from the distribution of complete artefacts and
single spacer plates, fashionable pectoral jewellery with
bronze spacer plates, multicoloured glass and bronze
beads, as well as bronze spirals, were popular enough
ornaments in southern Curonian lands.

Curonian bead sets with bronze spacer
plate distribution and chronology

Bead sets with bronze spacer plates or fashionable pec-
toral ornaments have been found in burials with elabo-
rated grave goods. These pectoral ornaments are known
only from the Curonian territory around Klaipéda in
the south to Talsi in the north*. Women of the other

4 Banduziai cremation burial 43a; Egliskiai-Anduliai
(former Anduln, Kretinga district, stray finds; MVF 1
a 829k, 2377, 2378, 2949, 3506), Gencai the 1st cem-
etery (Kretinga district; stray find LNM AR 694: 1899),
Gintaliské (Plungg district; inhumation grave 5), Girkaliai
(Klaipéda district; cremation burials 17, 23 and stray find
LMIM inv. no. 4412), Kiauleikiai (stray find LNM AR 4:
391), Klaisiai-Truikiniai (Skuodas district; stray find),
Kretinga (cremation burials 6 and 34), Laiviai (Kretinga
district; graves 43 and 198), Lazdininkai (Kalnalaukis)
Kretinga district; graves 61, 73, 126 and 179), Lekemé
(Plunge district; stray find TAM inv. 4491); Palanga (cre-
mation burials 67, 198, 271 and stray finds LNM AR 396:
2762, 2764, 2839), Pry§manciai the 1st cemetery (Kret-
inga district; KM stray finds without inv. no.), Ramuciai
(Klaipéda district; grave 213), Sirai¢iai (TelSiai district;
inhumation grave 7 (18)) and Slengiai (Klaipéda district;
cremation burials 23 and 25) cemeteries, Vilkumuiza Lake
(Talsi region Latvia; LVM PV 12380, 12 386).

Baltic tribes did not have such fashionable pectoral or-
naments designed from glass or bronze beads, bronze
spirals and bronze spacer plates.

Curonian women probably wore bead sets from the end
of the ninth century, but most finds probably belong
to between the tenth and 11th centuries (LAB 1961:
454-455; Bliujiené 2001: 240). It might be that bead
sets with bronze spacer plates were used into the 12th
century and the first half of the 13th century, as they are
combined with penannular brooches with star-shaped
terminals and bracelets with animal terminals in grave
complexes (Vaitkunskiené 1978: 54-55, 97-101, maps
34: 4; 58).

The design of Curonian bead sets with
bronze spacer plates

An exceptional element of Curonian bead sets and pec-
toral ornaments are bronze spacers (Figs. 4-6). Bead
sets contain from two to ten ornamented spacer plates
(Figs. 4; 6). Bronze spacer plates are of two types: “T”
shaped (Fig. 5: 3, 5; 5) and rectangular shaped (Fig. 5:
1-2, 4; 4). The length of both spacer types of plates is
usually five to seven centimetres, and the width only
0.5 to 0.8 centimetres. Just a few spacer plates are ten
centimetres or 3.2 to 3.5 centimetres in length (Fig.
5: 2, 4). It should be pointed out that most Curonian
spacer plates are straight. Curonian spacer plates are
exclusively decorated in geometrical patterns (Figs.
4-5). A layer of white metal covers some of the spacer
plates. The layer of white metal in most cases is tin
(Bliujiené 2001: 240).



Fig. 7. Round openwork silver pendant from Aska, Hage-
byhoga in Ostergétland (Sweden), ¢ 800. Diameter 3 cm,
enlarged (after B. Arrhenius, 2001, Fig. 5)

Fashionable Curonian bead sets with spacer plates
had to cover a woman’s breast as a pectoral ornament
(Figs. 4, 6). In most cases, it is impossible to say how
pectoral ornaments were terminated and how they
were fastened to the woman’s garment. Where leather
strips and spirals terminated some of the bead sets,
probably the leather strips were tied on to the nape of
the woman’s neck. It might be that most of the pecto-
ral ornaments in which fine bronze wire was used as
the thread terminated in eyeholes directly fastened into
the garment cloth (Banduziai, burial 43a). Two small
bronze pins with spiral heads were found at Palanga
cremation burial 198. It might be that pins untypical
of the Curonians fastened the pectoral ornament to the
garment (Fig. 6).

The typology of Curonian bead sets
with bronze spacer plates

Curonian bead sets with bronze spacer plates are strung
in a different ways. It is possible to divide them into
three groups. To the first group belong bead sets which
have six to ten bronze spacer plates and small whitish,
black, blue glass beads or beads of glass paste. Most
beads are ball or barrel shaped, only 0.4 to 0.6 centime-
tres in diameter. These small beads were strung on fine
bronze wire using bronze spacer plates. Pectoral orna-
ments of this group have 330 to 350, or even 500, small
glass beads. Only three bead sets belongs to the first
group (Banduziai, grave 43a, Siraiciai, grave 7(18) and
a stray find from the village of Lekemé (Fig. 4).

Bead sets with two bronze spacer plates with different
amounts of monochrome and multicoloured glass and
bronze beads, as well as spirals, might be ascribed to
the second group. Amber beads are not included in Cu-
ronian bead sets with bronze spacer plates or pectoral
ornaments, except grave 34 at the Kretinga cemetery.
Sets of the second group are strung in such a way that
the beads are in the centre of the ornament. These sets
ended with bronze spirals. Such necklaces have been
found at Gintaliske (grave 5), Girkaliai (grave 24) and
Palanga (grave 198) cemeteries (Fig. 6).

In the third group of Curonian bead sets with spacer
plates are necklaces of which the construction is not
clear, and which in most cases are known only as sepa-
rate bronze spacer plates (Fig. 5).

Curonian bead sets with bronze spacer
plates and parallels with the eastern
Baltic region and Scandinavia

Similar bronze spacer plates are known from the ter-
ritories inhabited by the Livonians (Daugmale, Mar-
tinsala, Rausi, Krimulda; Lauskola—Salaspils, Riga
district) from cemeteries from the middle of the tenth
to the middle of the 11th centuries, or even the middle
of the 12th century (Thunmark-Nylén 1992: 109-11;
Les Vikings 1993: 294). The bronze spacer plates found
in Latvia are a bit bent and decorated with simple
geometrical designs imitating impressed foil. Spacer
plates similar to the Curonian ones have been found
in Gruobina, Latvia (Nerman 1958: Tafel 2: 14, 19:
105). Necklaces with bronze “T” shaped spacer plates
are found in Finland at the Luistari cemetery in Eura
(grave 1260) and at the Anivehmaanméiki cemetery
(Ranta 1999: 72, Fig. 1). The spacer plates found in
Finland are very similar to the Curonian ones as well.
At the Luistari cemetery grave 1260, bead sets were
found which are very similar to Curonian pectoral or-
naments with spacer plates of the second group. The
bead sets found in Finland belong to the Middle and
the Late Viking Age (Ranta 1999: 72).

Bead sets with “T” shaped bronze spacer plates are
characteristic of Gotland in the Vendel Period (750-
800) (Nerman 1969: Tafel 285: 2263-2269). Such
spacer plates are known from the mainland of Scandi-
navia. Several bead sets with spacer plates have been
found in Zealand and Bornholm (Kyndby, Ngrre San-
degard). These pectoral ornaments are terminated with
openwork spacer plates (Gaimster 1998: Fig. 165: 2—
3). Viking Age mainlanders ceased using bead spacers,
but Gotland women went on using them and developed
them into large and richly decorated pectoral ornaments
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(Thunmark-Nylén 2000: 176). Gotlandic and Curonian
bead sets are composed of the same elements: straight
spacer plates, and monochrome and multicoloured
glass beads (Thunmark-Nylén 1995: Abb. 47, 173b: 1,
179b: 8, 192b: 15, 241: 6; 1998: Tafel 161: 14). The
bead sets of Gotland women were completed with
two spacer plates. However, Gotlandic bead sets are
more elaborate, they were strung with opaque paste,
tinted glass, limestone and rock crystal beads, and
often enough these pectoral ornaments were adorned
with bracteates, fish head and other pendants. Several
spacer plates are decorated in Scandinavian styles of
the Viking Period (Thunmark-Nylén 1995: Abb. 49a:
5, 166b: 13, 207b: 16; 1998: Tafel 161: 1-14). The
decoration of Curonian spacer plates is less sophisti-
cated, because Baltic parts of pectoral ornaments were
decorated only with geometrical patterns (Figs. 4-6).
The latest bead sets on Gotland came from graves from
the second half of the tenth century (Thunmark-Nylén
1992: 111-112).

Bead sets with spacer plates spread across the south Cu-
ronian territory in the tenth and 11th centuries. During
this period, the Curonians held the most comprehensive
relationship with Gotland. These circumstances allow
us to suggest that Gotlandic pectoral ornaments of the
Late Viking Age inspired Curonian bead sets. Also,
it should be mentioned that local jewellers produced
Curonian bead sets with bronze spacer plates. Mono-
chrome and multicoloured glass beads were imported
by Curonia from the east (Syria and Byzantine), from
Kievan Russia and the western Slavic lands. Glass pro-
ducing centres were in Wolin (Poland) (Kunciené 1981:
86-87). Glass beads were imported from the continent
by Scandinavia or produced on the basis of imported
raw material at the Viking centres such as Hedeby, and
perhaps Ribe and Birka (Calmer 1977: 165). Some of
the glass beads might have come from Western Europe
through Scandinavia (Myrypesuu 1965: 76). It is pos-
sible that notched blue glass beads were produced in the
Baltic lands (Moora 1938: 365; Kunciené 1981: 86).

However, bead sets with spacer plates, both in Gotland
and in Curonia, were an outcome of the rivalry be-
tween Western Europe and the Byzantine Empire
in designing symbols of power and prestige. Elabo-
rate bead sets or pectoral ornaments appeared under
Byzantine influence, and were adapted to adorn the
costumes of wealthy German ladies on the continent
(Gaimster 1998: 242-243). Elaborate pectoral jewel-
lery was worn by Frankish queens, as depicted on the
shroud of Queen Balthilde (d. circa 680). It is a great
pity that in Baltic prehistoric applied art, no figurative
styles formed. Therefore, parallels with Scandinavia
are useful. Women wearing a huge garnet brooch and
a fashionable pectoral ornament with spacer plates are

depicted on a round openwork silver pendant from
Aska, Hagebyhoga in Ostergotland (Sweden). This
pendant was found in the very rich grave of the so-
called “Lady of Aska” (Fig. 7). The round openwork
cast pendant gives a remarkably detailed picture of a
woman with clasped hands, a dress with horizontal
stripes on its lower part, and a mantle hanging down
on each side. The hemispherical cap of the “Lady of
Aska” might be similar to Curonian women’s caps.
The type of fibula and bead set depicted on the pen-
dant went out of fashion at the beginning of the Vi-
king Age, or even earlier, in all of Scandinavia except
Gotland. The funeral of the “Lady of Aska” took place
in the middle of the tenth century. In the grave a lot of
perhaps inherited jewellery (berlok-shaped, lozenge-
shaped and round silver pendants) was found. It might
be that on the round openwork pendant from Aska a
pregnant goddess Freyja is depicted (Arrhenius 2001:
306-307, Fig. 5).

Curonian women’s caps and other
headdresses made of cloth

The iconography of the pendant of the “Lady of Aska”
is a useful parallel for making a comparison with Curo-
nian archaeological material. The “Lady of Aska” pen-
dant is a good indication that Curonian women wore
similar hemispherical caps. Curonian women also used
to wear some sort of kerchiefs and other cloth head-
dresses of an indistinct shape (Gencai, the first cem-
etery, inhumation grave 21) (Tautavic¢ius 1970: 112;
1996: 173). The inference of such a conclusion is pos-
sible because sometimes some patches of cloth are
found beside the deceased’s heads.

Shreds of caps adorned with spirals were found in sev-
eral southern Curonian cemeteries in women’s inhu-
mation graves®. Similar caps adorned with bronze spi-
rals have been found in Curonian men’s graves as well
(PrySmanciai, the first cemetery, inhumation grave
65) (Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1997: Fig. 52). The caps
were adorned with rows of bronze spirals attached in
a special order to a cap at the front of the headdress.
Sometimes bronze spirals terminated with bronze
chains, and one or two amber beads terminated these
bronze chains (Palanga, graves 11, 104, 119 and 142)
(Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1964: 49, Fig. 10). Specially
designed bronze pins or crossbow brooches decorated

5 Gencai, the 1st cemetery, Kretinga district, inhuma-
tion graves 11, 36, 46, 60, 67, 76, 93, 95, 171 and 230;
Gintaliskeé, Plungé district, inhumation graves 5, 7, 14 and
20; Kiauleikiai, Kretinga district, inhumation grave 1/1984;
Palanga, inhumation graves 11, 104, 114c¢, 119, 142 and
144; Siraiciai, TelSiai district, inhumation grave 7(18).
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Fig. 8. Curonian women’s headdress fasteners: 1, 3 Gencai 1st cemetery, grave 93; 2 Gintaliske, stray find; 4 Palanga, grave
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with ringlets fastened the caps to the hair (Figs. 3: 3; 8)°.
Frequently, one or even two headdress pins have been
found close to the deceased women’s heads in graves
from the eighth to the 12th centuries (Kunciené 1978:
9-10, map. 4; Tautavicius 1996: 172—173). Such pins
have been found on the right side of women’s heads
as mentioned by a couple of researchers (Volkaité-
Kulikauskiené 1997: 40).

Curonian women’s wimple
(nuometas): myth or reality?

In Lithuanian historiography the opinion dominates
that Curonian headdresses were very similar to the
Lithuanian “wimple” (nuometas) during the Viking
Age and early medieval times (Volkaité-Kulikauskiené
1964: 41-52; 1970:123-126, Fig. 14-15; 1997: 40-43,
Fig. 33; Vaitkunskiené 1981: 22-23, Fig. 6; Bliujiené
1995: 42, Fig. 2; 1997: Fig. 1: 2; 1999: Table 9; Zulkus
2005: Fig. 54). Moreover, Curonian women’s “head-
bands” are linked with a young girl’s headdresses;
wimples are attributed to Curonian women’s headdress
(Volkaité-Kulikauskiené, 1964: 46-50, Fig. 6, 8, 10;
1970: 126; 1986: 156—-168; 2001: 128-130). However,
there is no indication that Curonian women wore metal
headbands or wimples made from cloth during the Vi-
king period and early Viking times. Wimples have been
reconstructed based on the finds in Palanga cemetery
graves 30, 70, 147 and Siraiiai cemetery grave 7(18)
(Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1964: 41-52; 1970: 123-126;
1997: 40—42). However, the grave plans and the loca-
tion of the grave goods in the mentioned burials do not
support such conclusions. There is no information for
the reconstruction of a headdress based on the material
mentioned. The report, plans and archaeological mate-
rial of excavations at Palanga cemetery do not give any
grounds for the reconstruction of wimples (Tautavi¢ius
1962; 1970: 113—-114). In grave 147 at Palanga ceme-
tery, near the deceased woman’s head, two bronze pins
were found, and in the space beside the head 221 small
blue glass beads were located. There is no information
to see these beads as “white linen wimple” (detail-
ing Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1970: 123, Fig. 15; 1997:
40). Glass beads are typical additional Curonian grave
goods, mostly found over the head or close to the head
of the deceased, sometimes in boxes of birch bark.
There is no information about white linen cloth wo-
ven with two heddles in the graves mentioned above of
the Palanga cemetery (Volkaité-Kulikauskiené 1997:
40-41)". There is no data for a wimple’s reconstruction

® Gencai, the 1st cemetery, inhumation graves 11, 46, 60,
76,93 and 171; Kiauleikiai, inhumation grave 1/1998; Pal-
anga, inhumation graves 114c, 119 and 142.

7 Information from Elvyra Pecelitinaité-Bazieng, a research-

in the other graves of the Palanga cemetery, or in the
other Curonian burial grounds of the Viking period and
early medieval times.

It might be that the headdress of Curonian women was
similar to that worn by other European women of the
period. European women’s headdresses made of a piece
of cloth are well enough known from manuscripts, illu-
minations, effigies in stone or wood and other sources
(Baltrusaitis 1948: 77-78; Hook, Macgregor 1997: 50—
52, Fig. 67). However, European women’s headdress is
not the same as wimples, as we know from Lithuanian
archaeological literature (Volkaité-Kulikauskiené1964:
41-52; 1970:123-126, Fig. 14-15; 1997: 4043, Fig.
33; Vaitkunskiené 1981: 22-23, Fig. 6; Bliujiené 1995:
42, Fig. 2; 1997: Fig. 1: 2; 1999: Table 9; Zulkus 2005:
Fig. 54).

Hans Adelhauser and Cesare Vecello were the first to
publish a depiction of garments and Gardin residents at
the end of the 16th century (Reklaitis 1999a: 171-180).
Women from the Grand Duchy of Lithuania are depict-
ed with caps, or their heads are wound with a round
piece of cloth in the shape of a turban in the publica-
tions of the authors mentioned (Reklaitis 1999 a: Fig.
3,5,9, 11). The turban was introduced to the garments
of Europeans through the adventures in Palestine in
the 11th century (Guzeviciiite 1995: 40). In the Euro-
pean fashion, a turban-like headdress was called a bar-
bette, and was in use from the 12th to the 15th century
(Guzeviciute 1995: 40—44).

Wimples (nuometas) are mentioned in written sources
only from the 16th and the 17th centuries (LEB 1964:
363-365; Bernotiené 1974: VI). Instead of a wimple,
married women wore a sort of headdress of white linen
several metres long, which was of eastern origin, but
also adopted in Europe in the 19th century (Baltrusaitis
1948: 77-78). There is no information about wimples
in peasants’ garments from ancient Prussia in the 17th
to 19th centuries (Reklaitis 1999b: 323-340). Ethno-
graphic information about women’s headdresses made
of cloth (linik, linkainis, ndmatas, namiotka, namitka,
ubrus) from Belarus, Estonia, Latvia and Ukraine is
very late and comes only from the 17th century and
even the second half of the 18th century (Kanauraukosa
1986: 112-132; Jlayn 1986: 190-207; 3apuna 1986:
172-189).

It should be emphasised that in Lithuania wimples were
worn only in the eastern part. These facts are quite well
documented by ethnographic sources®. There is only

er of archaeological textiles, to whom | owe my sincere
gratitude.

8 Information from Dalia Bernotaité, curator of the textiles
collection at the LDM, to whom | owe my thanks for shar-
ing useful information.



one very late ethnographic wimple known in the west-
ern areas. A similar wimple comes from around Rucava
(Latvia) (Girnis 1926: Fig. 3). It should be mentioned
that knots in wimples are tied on the left side or the
back®. In Curonian women’s graves, bronze head pins
and brooches are mostly found on the right-hand side
or over the head of the deceased person.

Unaccountable ware from women’s
graves in coastal cemeteries of the
seventh to ninth centuries

Artefacts of an unknown purpose or unaccountable
ware are found around deceased women’s heads'’ in
the southern Curonian lands (Fig. 9). The unaccount-
able ware consists of several leather strips, double
rectangular bronze plates with clasps and birch bark
(Figs. 1: 2; 3: 2). The leather strips, of 0.5 centime-
tres in width, fully covered with bronze staples, are the
main part of this item. Both ends of each leather strip
are joined to bronze rectangular double plates (Figs. 1:
2; 3: 2). The bronze plates are covered with a layer of
white metal or plate. These plates are adorned with two
or three rows of bronze rivets (Fig. 1). The heads of the
rivets are mostly in the shape of a semicircle. The un-
accountable ware has distinctive clasps. On one bronze
plate are two holes, on another plate are two hooks.
The hooks are always on the back of the bronze plates.
Unaccountable ware is only one type of Curonian arte-
fact which has such clasps. Unaccountable ware is cov-
ered with birch bark inside. Only a little unaccountable
ware without birch bark inside is known. The artefacts
of an unknown purpose or unaccountable ware have a
diameter of 4.5 to six centimetres, and are only four to
4.5 centimetres in height.

Unaccountable ware was widespread in the southern
Curonian lands from the seventh to the ninth century
(Fig. 1: 2-7)™. However, artefacts such as parts of head-

°  D. Bernotaiteé.

10 Except man’s grave 17/1948 from the Laiviai cemetery.

I Bgligkiai-Anduliai (Kretinga district, graves 262, 271, 388,
410 and 477, the exact number of artefacts is not clear. The
archive is at the MVF; part of the material was at the Prus-
sia Museum and in the museum at Insteburg; ZAI, 1905,
Tafel: XI: 1), Gencai 1st cemetery (graves 159, 195, 2006,
207, 232, 233, 236, 254, 259 and loose finds), Kasuciai
(Kretinga district, graves 4, 8, 12, 13? and 20), Kiaulei-
kiai (Kretinga district, graves 17, 19 and 10/1985), Laistai
(Klaipéda region, grave 55, exact number of artefacts is
not clear), Laiviai (graves 18, 33, 43, 57, 67 and 15/1949,
17/1949) Lazdininkai (Kalnalaukis), grave 64/1980, grave
72/2000), Palanga, graves 20, 48, 34a, 92, 100, 108, 112?,
11372, 1232, 142, 143, 162? 327 and 334), PrySmanciai,
Ist cemetery (grave 67/1987) and Uzpelkiai, grave 73. A
catalogue of unaccountable artefacts cannot be precise for
the moment, because material from Curonian cemeteries at

bands, armlets or belt clasps are known in graves from
the end of the second till the middle of the fourth cen-
tury, as mentioned above (Fig. 1: 1; 2:5) (Bezzenberg-
er, 1892: Tafel: VIII: 15; Sturms 1942; Stankus 1995:
38-39, Fig. 22, 28, 33; Banyté-Rowell 2001: Fig. 25).
The construction of the clasps and material from which
unaccountable ware was made in the Roman Iron Age
and in the Late Migration Period/the Viking Age is the
same, and this fact is amazing (Figs. 1: 1-7; 2:5; 3: 2).
The construction of unaccountable ware is similar to
Anglo-Saxon and Scandinavian clasps of class B, form
B7 (Hines 1993: 39—41). Clasps were adopted in Eng-
land as part of a female costume in which they were
used only as wrist-clasps. In Scandinavia, clasps of
class B were found in men’s graves, and were used to
fasten the trouser-legs between the knee and the ankle
(Hines 1993: 76-82). There are only two examples of
clasps being used for headdresses, one clasp was found
under the chin. In general, clasps of class B were wide-
spread in Scandinavia, on Gotland, Anglo-Saxon Eng-
land and even in Finland and Estonia during the second
to the sixth centuries (Hines 1993: 3941, Fig. 78: a).

Unaccountable ware has been found only near deceased
women’s heads, over the head or near the head, mostly
on the right-hand side of the buried woman (Fig. 9)*2.
It should be mentioned that unaccountable ware has
never been found under the head or in such a position
that allowed it to be interpreted as head ornaments.
Very often, unaccountable ware is located five to 15
centimetres above the head of the deceased woman,
but frequently these strange items are found together
with small iron or bronze rods (needles or pins?) (Figs.
3:2;9: 2)1. In most cases these artefacts are empty in-
side. However, sometimes inside unaccountable ware
pieces of folded cloth are found (Gencai I, graves 159,
232, 254; Palanga, graves 48, 92, 100, 108); pieces of
raw amber (Palanga, graves 73 and 100); amber spin-
dle whorls, amber plaques, bronze needles (Gencai 1st
cemetery, grave 233, Kiauleikiai, grave 10/1985) and
miniature clay cups (UZpelkiai, grave 73). Sometimes
unaccountable ware is put into birch bark boxes togeth-
er with another’s additional grave goods (Kiauleikiai,
grave 10; Laiviai, grave 57). At times, unaccountable
ware has been found under miniature clay cups near
the deceased person’s head (Balenitinas 1941: 23). It

Aukstkiemiai, Egliskiai-Anduliai, Ramuéiai, Laistai is not
published and most of the unaccountable ware is found as
poorly preserved finds.

12 Unaccountable ware is found on the breast of the deceased
person at Gencai, 1st cemetery, in graves 207 and 254; in
the middle of the grave pit at Laiviai, grave 15/1949; and
around the waist at Gencai, 1st cemetery, in grave 259.

¥ Gencai, 1st cemetery, graves 195, 206 and 233; Kasuciai,
graves 8 and 12; Laiviai, graves 57 and 15/1949; Palanga,
grave 20; PrySmanciai, 1st cemetery, grave 67.
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should be mentioned that graves with unaccountable
ware are very wealthy. In graves with unaccountable
ware cruciform or pins with round heads and different
pendants, crossbow fibulaes, neck rings and fingerings
are found (Fig. 3). In these graves ornaments made of
silver or artefacts with a silver coating are found. From
ten to 15 grave goods are found in one burial together
with unaccountable ware (Bliujiené 1995: 47).

However, an interpretation of the wearing of unaccount-
able ware is not possible, because it is usually found as
poorly preserved finds or comes from destroyed graves.
In the German archaeological tradition, unaccountable
ware was known as armstulpen or “armbands” (Hoff-
man 1941: 100-101; MVF I a). Obviously, the term
armstulpen given to unaccountable ware by Hoff-
mann has a strict sense, because they have a similar
fastener to Anglo-Scandinavian clasps (Hines 1993).
Unaccountable ware is depicted by German archaeolo-
gists in an extended position (Gaerte 1929: Abb. 316,
256). However, Hoffmann makes a difference between
Curonian sash-like bracelets and unaccountable ware
(Hoffman 1941: 100—101). Gimbutiené and Balenitinas
ascribed unaccountable ware as bracelets, but with a
question mark. Perhaps they were basing themselves
on the opinion of German scholars (Balenitinas 1940b:
17-18, 33-34, 47-48; Alseikaité-Gimbutiené 1946:
250, Tafel 9, Abb. 29).

There is no evidence that unaccountable ware was
bracelets or the clasps of shirt sleeves in the area inhab-
ited by the Curonians. Only at the Laiviai cemetery, in
grave 15, was unaccountable ware found over the head
together with a spiral bracelet (Balenitinas 1940b).
Unaccountable ware was found on the breast, together
with a spiral bracelet, a little above other grave goods at
the Gencai 1st cemetery, in grave 207. Unaccountable
ware has been found once on the breast of the deceased
person according to the plan in the same cemetery, in
grave 254 (Merkevicius 1987: 4647, Figs. 99-100;
Stankus 1996: 12—13, Figs. 61-62).

In Buténiené, Merkevicius, Stankus, Tautavicius and
Stepins'® unaccountable ware is ascribed as boxes
(Buténiené 1964: 88; Merkevicius 1985; 1987; Stankus
1985; 1996; Tautavicius 1963). Perhaps the reason for
such a decision was that unaccountable ware was cov-
ered inside by birch bark. However, these artefacts
have no bottom, which is necessary for a box. The last
year’s unaccountable ware is ascribed to head orna-
ments (Volkaité-Kulikauskiené, 1997: 42-44, Fig. 35;
2001: 216-218, Fig. 81; Stankus 1995: 38-39; Banyté-
Rowell, 2001, Fig. 25). However, there is no infor-
mation that this unaccountable ware from the Viking

14 Personal information from the Latvian archaeologist Dr.
Ingrida Virse, for which | am grateful.

Age was found on the head or under the head of the
deceased person (Fig. 9). As mentioned above, inside
the unaccountable artefacts folded pieces of cloth, raw
amber or small amber artefacts and even clay pots were
found. This is why these artefacts have no connection
with Curonian women’s headdress. Until today, the
purpose of Curonian unaccountable artefacts is open.
Obviously the construction of unaccountable ware is
similar to clasps. However, there is no evidence of the
purpose Curonian women used these clasps for.

Translated by Audroné Bliujien¢ and Joseph Everatt
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KELETAS PASTABU APIE KUR-
SIU MOTERU VIKINGU LAIKU
IR ANKSTYVUJU VIDURAMZIU
KAROLIU VERINIUS SU ZALVA-
RINIAIS SKIRSTIKLIAIS,
APGALVIUS, GALVOS
APDANGALUS IS AUDINIO IR
NEAISKIOS PASKIRTIES
DIRBINIUS

AUDRONE BLIUJIENE

Santrauka

Atrodyty, jog kursiy kultiira yra viena i$ labiausiai pa-
ziniy dél savo pakankamai plataus tyrinéjimo masto.
Taciau vis délto kai kurie kur$iy kultiiros aspektai nuo
seno, remiantis klaidingomis prielaidomis, neteisingai
interpretuojami. Taip atsitiko su kurSiy motery galvos
danga, kuriai priskirti net vériniai su zalvariniais skirs-
tikliais, vienspalviais ir {vairiaspalviais stiklo ir Zalva-
rio karoliais bei zalvarinémis ivijomis (4, 6 pav.).

Dalis kursiy vériniy su zalvariniais skirstikliais skiria-
ma apgalviams, o kiti lygiai tokie pat dirbiniai vadi-
nami karoliy vériniais ar ju dalimis (4, 6 pav.). I§ ne-
degintuose kur$iy motery kapuose, aiskiomis radimo
aplinkybémis, rasty zalvariniy skirstikliy ir jvairiarGsiy
karoliy i$sidéstymo yra akivaizdu, kad jie yra puosniy
vériniy dalys (4-6 pav.). Isskirtiné kursiy karoliy vé-
riniy detalé yra zalvariniai skirstikliai (4 pav.). Na-
gringjami kurSiy vériniai susideda i§ 2—10 zalvariniy
ornamentuoty skirstikliy, ivairiaspalviy stiklo ir Zalva-
rio karoliy, zalvariniy {vijy (4, 6 pav.). Skirstikliai yra
dviejy tipy. Vieni ju ,,T* raidés pavidalo (5: 3-5 pav.),
kiti — staciakampiai (5: 1-2, 4 pav.). Daznai tame pa-
Ciame vérinyje esantys skirstikliai yra ne tik skirtingo
dekoro, bet ir skirtingy tipy (6 pav.). Kursiy vériniai su
zalvariniais skirstikliais yra nevienodai suverti, todél
juos galima bty skirstyti { tris grupes. Pirmajai gru-
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pei priklausyty vériniai, sudaryti i§ 6-10 Zalvariniy
skirstikliy ir smulkiy juody, balzgany, melsvy stikliniy
karoliuky (4 pav.). Antrajai kurSiy vériniy su zalvari-
niais skirstikliais grupei priklausyty vériniai, kuriuose
yra tik 2 zalvariniai vérinio skirstikliai ir zalvariniai
bei jvairiaspalviai stikliniai karoliai, o Zalvarinés jvijos
suvertos centrinéje vérinio dalyje. Treciajai kursiy vé-
riniy su zalvariniais skirstikliais grupei priklausyty visi
neaiskios konstrukcijos vériniai ir jy dalys — zalvariniai
skirstikliai (5 pav.).

X a. vid. — XI a. vid. ar net XII a. vid. panasiy zal-
variniy veériniy skirstikliy ir paciy vériniy rasta lyviy
motery kapuose. Panasiy i kur$iy karoliy vériniy skirs-
tikliuy rasta Gruobinioje (Latvija). Vériniy su zalvari-
niais ,, T* raidés formos skirstikliais, visiSkai panasiais
1 kursiy, rasta Suomijoje, kur jie skiriami viduriniam ar
vélyvajam vikingy laiky periodams. Vendelio periodu
veériniai su tiesiais metaliniais abiejy tipy skirstikliais
buvo paplit¢ Gotlande. Tokie skirstikliai buvo zinomi
ir Skandinavijoje. Puosniy kriiting dengiané¢iy vériniy
aptikta ir kai kuriuose Skandinavijos taikomojo meno
pavyzdziuose (7 pav.). Vélyviausiy gotlandisky vériniy
su skirstikliais randama X a. antrosios pusés kapuose.
Pietiniy kurSiy gyventoje teritorijoje karoliy vériniai
iSplito X—XI a. Butent X—XI a. visapusiski santykiai
tarp kursiy ir Gotlando buvo intensyviausi. Tai leidzia
teigti, kad kurSiy vériniy su skirstikliais plitimui ita-
kos turéjo panasts Gotlando karoliy vériniai. Taciau
tieck Gotlando, tiek Skandinavijos, o kartu ir kurSiy
karoliy vériniai su skirstikliais yra Vakary Europos ir
Bizantijos imperijos jtaky kuriant valdzios ir prestizo
simbolius atspindziai. KurSiy karoliy vériniai suverti
ir zalvariniai skirstikliai gaminti vietos juvelyry. [vai-
riaspalvius vikingy laikotarpio stiklo karolius kurSiai
importavo i§ Artimyju Ryty, Senosios Rusios Zemiy ar
vakary slavy teritorijos.

Konkretesniy duomeny, kad kurSiy moterys vikingy
laikais neSiojo apgalvius, néra. Taciau tai nereiskia,
kad kurSiy moterys galvos nedengé. Vikingy laikais
kursés nesiojo kepuraites, skareles ir neaiskios formos
galvos apdangala i§ audinio ar audinio ir Zalvariniy
grandeliy. Kepuraités ar kita danga i§ audinio kartais
btdavo prisegamos smeigtukais, skirtais galvos apdan-
galui pritvirtinti, ar lankinémis zieduotomis segémis
(3: 3; 8 pav.).

Lietuvos archeologinéje literatiiroje vyrauja nuomoné,
kad kur$iy motery galvos apdangalas i$ audinio yra
artimas etnografinéje medziagoje zinomam lictuviy
motery galvos apdangalui nuometui. Taciau turima
medziaga, kapy aprasai ir planai tokiy iSvady daryti
neleidzia. [§vados, kad kur$és nesiojo nuometus, nepa-
laiko nei zinoma etnografiné ar ikonografiné medzia-
ga. Matyt, kurSiy motery galvos apdangalas i$ audinio

turéty biiti artimas kity $io laikotarpio Europos motery
galvos dangai, kurios atvaizdy randame rankrastinése
knygose ar tiek taikomajame, tiek vaizduojamajame
romanikos mene.

Pietiniy kursiy nedegintuose kur$iy motery kapuose
randama neaiskios paskirties dirbiniy i§ odiniy, kaus-
tytu zalvarinémis sankabélémis, juosteliy ir zalvariniy
apkaly (1, 2: 2 pav.). I8siskiria savitas $iu dirbiniy uz-
segimas: vienoje ploksteléje yra dvi nedidelés skylutés,
kitoje — du kabliukai. Tai vieninteliai ne tik kursiy, bet
ir apskritai balty papuosalai, turintys toki uzsegima.
Beveik visy Siy dirbiniy vidus isklotas toSimi. Apta-
riamy neaiskios paskirties dirbiniy randama tik motery
kapuose, galvos srityje, vir§ galvos ar netoli galvos,
daznai deSinéje puséje, bet jy nerasta po mirusiosios
galva ar tokioje pozicijoje, kad galima biity teigti juos
esant galvos papuosalais (9 pav.).

Nors tokie dirbiniai pietiniy kurSiy zemése isplito
VII-IX a., bet ankstyviausiy §io tipo dirbiniy, siejamy
su apgalviais ar dirzy sagtimis, rasta Vakary Lietuvos
kapu su akmeny vainikais srityje Il a. pab. — IV a. vid.
kapuose (B2/C1-C3 periodai) (1: 1 pav.). Ta¢iau néra
pakankamai duomeny, kad Sios sasagos siekia anks-
tyvuosius vikingy laikus. Pajiirio Lietuvos ir Latvijos
medziaga teikia duomeny, kad roméniskuoju laikotar-
piu vakary balty moterys, be zalvariniais spurgeliais
puosty kepuraiéiy, galéjo nesioti keliy tipy apgalvius,
susidedancius i$ odiniy juosteliy, padengty zalvariné-
mis sankabélémis, ir apskrity sasagu, kurios panasios i
dézeliniy antkakliy uzsegima (2 pav.).

Vikingy ir ankstyvyjy viduramziy laiky dirbinius su
sasagomis vokieciy archeologai sieja su odos juostelé-
mis ir vadina ,,armstulpen‘ ar ,,armband* (1: 2—7 pav.).
Pagal uzsegimo konstrukcija Sie dirbiniai artimi anglo-
saksy ir Skandinavijoje randamoms sasagoms. Marija
Gimbutiené ir Pranas Balenitinas Siuos dirbinius va-
dino apyrankémis. Eugenija Buténiené, Algimantas
Merkevicius, Jonas Stankus, Adolfas Tautavicius Siuos
neaiskios paskirties dirbinius laiké dézutémis, matyt,
todel, kad jie iskloti toSimi. Taciau Sie savitos kons-
trukcijos dirbiniai neturi dugnelio, kuris biitinas dé-
zutei (1: 2-7 pav.). Reginos Volkaités-Kulikauskienés
nuomone, o ja remdamiesi ir kai kurie kiti lietuviy ar-
cheologai mano, kad tai cilindro formos galvos papuo-
Salas. Taciau néra duomeny, rodanciy Siuos dirbinius
buvus neSiotus kaip galvos papuosalus. Be to, Siuose
dirbiniuose rasta sulankstyty audiniy, gintaro zaliavos
ir dirbiniy bei puodeliy. Todél nagrinéjamus dirbi-
nius sieti su galvos papuosalais néra jokio pagrindo.
Turimais duomenimis, $iy dirbiniy i§ odiniy juosteliy
paskirtis tebelieka neaiski, nors juy konstrukcinis pana-
Sumas su sasagomis yra neabejotinas. TacCiau ka Sios
sasagos susegdavo — neaisku.








