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Abstract

Presently the greatest number of riders with horse burials on the territory of Sambian-Natangian Culture was discovered
in the Aleika-3 cemetery. The appearance of this burial custom falls on the beginning — the middle of the second century.
The rite appears in Sambia in the completed manner. Horse equipment of Aleika-3 cemetery has numerous analogies in the
Danube region, this fact enables to suggest that its appearance in the region follows German-Sarmatian contacts during the
Marcomannic Wars. The custom to bury horse to a rider reaches Western Balts with the Germans who took part in these wars.
The grave furnishings of Aleika-3 riders in practice do not differ in contents from the tackle of Germania Liberia riders. The
abundance of the Roman imports found in Aleika-3 cemetery including the luxury items and clearly expressed relationship
with Welbark Culture are the result of the fact that the multiethnic society oversaw the beginning of the amber trade in this
region and probably controlled it. Archaeological evidence of Aleika-3 cemetery enables to conclude that the beginning of the
process of clan system degrading is fixed in the second century. This process was conditioned by penetrating of the German

ethnic component involved into amber trade.

Key words: Aleika-3 cemetery, Sambian-Natangian Culture, horse burials, riders, multiethnic society.

Introduction

At present time in the areal of Sambian-Natangian Cul-
ture!, not less than 41 graves of the first-fifth centuries
are known. However, the number of burial monuments
containing among the complex burial stock some find-
ings so typical for the riders such as spurs is more con-
siderable (Fig. 1).

The number of riders burial with horses is quite insig-
nificant for the Roman Period and it enables to con-
sider these complexes as the indicators of a deceased’s
social status and his having been a member of the clan
top. The situation only changes radically by the fifth
century when the number of such burials multiplies;
and by the end of the Migration Period, this ritual be-
comes an integral trait of the funerary rites which in
practice is characteristic for every male burial place
of the following periods up to Prussia conquest by the
German Order (Jaskanis 1974, p.171; Pashuto 1959,
p.501; Pronin et al. 2006).

Archaeological evidence tells about horses being used
in Sambia in the Bronze Age yet (Bezzenberger 1904,
p-41 fig.37). But appearance of the horse and rider
burials proper in the cultural circle of the Balts and in
the area of Sambian-Natangian Culture belongs to the
Early Roman times (Nowakowski 1996, p.63). It was

! Presently also known as Dollkeim-Kovrovo Culture.

then that burials of riders with horses become an inte-
gral part of the local funerary tradition, which existed
without any radical changes up to 13th century.

Key studies of the Aleika-3 (former
Jaugehnen, Kr. Samland) cemetery

Aleika-3 (former Jaugehnen, Kr. Samland) cemetery is
situated in the northern part of the Sambian Peninsula,
1.75 km to the east from Romanovo village in Zele-
nogradsky dictrict of the Kaliningrad region (former
Pobetten, Kreis Samland) on the southeastern glacis of
the massive moraine elevation on the fundamental left
bank of the Aleika River (Fig. 2). This cemetery un-
known in the prewar time was discovered in the course
of exploration connected with the construction of Ka-
liningrad gas storage and developed in 2004 (Kalash-
nikov 2004).

In 2005-2008 years in the course of stationary field
works on this monument done by Sambian expedition
of the Archeology Institution of the Academy of Sci-
ence of Russia, 4600 sg. km were researched (Fig. 3).
554 burial complexes were investigated, of which 517
were dated to the second — the beginning of the fifth
centuries and 37 — to the end of the 11-12th centuries.
The examined part of the site presents approximately
70% of the assumed grave area.
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Fig. 1. Horse burials in southern part of the West Balts area (after Nowakowski 1996 with author’s additions).
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Fig. 2. Location of Aleika - 3 (former Jaugehnen) cemetery (after Ibsen, Skvorzov 2004,

fig.1).

Burials in the grave were arranged in two zones. The
southern one was almost completely occupied with
complexes dated to the Roman Iron Age and to the
Migration Period, and the northern one contained the
objects dated to the 11-12th centuries.

In the block of burials dated to the Roman Iron Age
and to the Migration Period, the overwhelming part
was presented by cremations (urn or non-urn graves)
and only 46 burials were completed according to the
inhumation rites. 5 of them are dated to the second
century, 41 burials — to the third — fourth centuries. In

sels of different types; it
is quite possible to draw
a parallel between some
pottery (vessels) forms and the material of the neigh-
boring Przeworsk and Wielbark cultures (Smirnova et
al., 2007, pp.57-73).

Today Aleika-3 is the only grave in the areal of Sam-
bian-Natangian Culture where inhumation with the
northern orientation dated to the third — fourth centu-
ries are present. In their stock, there is a lot of elements
connected with the German antiquities available;
among them there are pear-shaped and pole-axe-form
amber pendants; silver bracelets with snakelike end-
ings and etc. There are often found fibulaec of A158

ARCHAEOLOGIABALTICA 11

@—

HORSES,
HORSEMEN,
AND EQUES-
TRIAN
EQUIPMENT:
PREPARED
FOR WAR,
BURIALS, AND
OFFERINGS

131




Burials of Riders and Horses Dated
to the Roman Iron Age and Great

Migration Period in Aleika-3

(former Jaugehnen) Cemetery
on the Sambian Peninsula

KONSTANTIN
SKVORTSOV

132

= v .
-1 - cremations " ge -
- uncertamn " - .
B - inhumations AL « W
B - burals of horseman L
and horses . =
10m

Fig. 3. Burial of the early phase at Aleika-3 cemetery. Drawing by Skvortsov.

type made of iron of which the areal of creation ac-
cording to some researchers is the areal of Przeworsk
Culture (Godlowski 1970, p.15f). Amber beads found
in these burials are considered to be the earliest made
with the help of a lathe and are dated to the beginning
of the third century. Beads of this kind are widely rep-
resented in the materials of the simultaneous graves of
the Elblag group of Wielbark Culture. All these facts
let us think of a possible multiethnic membership of
the group of people who left this monument. Perhaps
we can speak about including the bearers of Wielbark
Culture coming from the Elblag Heights into the Bal-
tic environment (Pietrzak 1997, plates LXVII, LXXII
and CXI1). According to the conclusions of J. Okulicz-
Kozaryn it is there that the centre of Wielbark Culture
belonged to that time, that the cultural impulses spread
to the territory of the Ukraine, Moldavia, Romania,
feeding the arising Cherniahovsk Culture and keeping
tight connections with the centre of culture on the Dan-
ish Peninsula (Okulicz-Kozaryn 1992, p.104ff).

Some traces of damage caused in the twelfth—thirteen
centuries by the local population while trying to yield
nonferrous metal from the burials are fixed overall the
examined area of the monument. Just 30% of exam-

ined burials were left untouched. Numerous fragment-
ed and intact items coming from the burials ruined in
the Middle Ages and in the agricultural works of new
times were found in the top soil. Most of these find-
ings concentrated in the south and the east parts of the
examined area.

It is quite interesting to mention the abundance of raw
amber that can be found in the burials and in it stuff
layer. Graves material also includes work pieces for
trapezium shaped and axe-shaped pendants. Pieces of
amber quite often have size and shape that are typi-
cal for findings in the amber hoards and in the amber
workshops in Southern Poland (Cofta-Broniewska
1999, pp.157-175).

There were fragments of glass and Roman vessels
(Megarian cup?) among the findings. We should men-
tion numerous samples of fritted silver found in every
examined pit both in the top soil and on the day surface
in some complexes damaged by medieval robbers as
well as fragments of silver items including the frag-
ments of two silver spoons, belonging to Luxus class
— the fragmented Ligulae silver spoons. These spoons
are widely represented in the mortuary stock of the late



Roman times in so-called princely graves of the bar-
barian nobility from Germania Liberia up to Sarmatia
(Ondrouch 1957, p.219 table. 28.2; Eggers, Stary 2001,
Table 341.10-11; Sharov 2003, pp.39, and 40 tab.13.3-
5; Brendsted 1963, p.202; Schulz 1953, Tab. XIX. 2;
Stenberger 1977, p.282 fig.177).

The greatest part of these findings is connected with
the burials of the end of the second — the beginning of
the third centuries. Some of these rare artifacts come
from the Danube provinces of the Roman Empire
and belong to the time close to the Marcomanni Wars
(166-180). In spite of the remarkable percentage of the
damaged burials, survived examined objects are of full
value and contain very important information about the
grave functioning in the Roman Iron Age and in the
Migration Period. At the same time, the overwhelming
part of the horse burials remained untouched. In some
cases the contents of the mortuary stock of these horse
burials enables to date the damaged rider complexes.

Raiders from Aleika-3

In the group of 517 burials of Aleika-3 cemetery be-
longing to the early years of the Late Roman Iron Age
and in the Migration Period, 52 male graves were ac-
companied by the horse burials.

The main body of the discovered rider-with-the-horse
burials in Aleika-3 cemetery is dated to the end of the
second — the beginning of the third centuries and con-
sists of 48 from 52 burials. We can detect some defi-
nite planigraphy correlation of the considerable part of
these burials: most probably, they are placed in rows
oriented along the northwest — southeast line with the
average distance between the burials about 5 meters.

All these burials represented complexes traditional for
Sambian-Natangian Culture. In them, horse burials ac-
companying urn cremations of the riders were situated
to the west of the latter. The horse skeletons are situated
in the pits with their heads to the south with different
deviations; the pits are oriented along the northeast —
southwest line.

It should be noted that the percentage of the rider-
with-the-horse burials dated to the Roman Period in
Aleika-3 grave is significantly higher than in all the
rest graves examined in large areas up to present time.
For example, from more than 300 examined burials of
Bol’shoe Isakovo (former Lauth Kr. Kénigsberg) cem-
etery, which is contemporaneous with Aleika-3, there
are 27 horse burials discovered. Only seven of them
are dated to the Roman Period and 20 of them are dated
to the fifth century (Skvortsov 2004/2005, pp.111-219;
1998; 1999; 2000; 2002; 2003; 2004). Similar situa-

tion tends to be observed in the other cemeteries of the
Sambian-Natangian Culture. As a rule the burials were
overlapped by the remains of the masonry ruined by
the age-old ploughing.

The ceramic set of the earliest rider burials was pre-
sented by various shaped by hands vessels like urns,
small vessels of different types (as a rule with the pol-
ished outer surface, often decorated with the slit zigzag
ornament and having a rudimentary multipart handle),
and in Late Roman Period — by various vessels of the
Dollkeim type. The rest stock of the burials with horses
as a rule was more diverse than in the burials without
horses. It is represented by iron spearheads of differ-
ent types, knives, bush-end axes, shield buckles and
shield handles, spurs, razors, scissors, drawing knives,
whetstones, steels, awls, pins, pincers, iron and bronze
details of the belts (Fig. 4.1-3). Most of the fibulae are
crossbow brooches (intact and fragmented) made of
bronze, seldom — of silver. In the majority of cases,
the variants of A161-162 are presented. In burial 275
there was found the bronze fibula of the Almgren type
covered with the soldered sheets of embossed gold foil.
Such fibulae are in great number presented in the areal
of the Roman Iron Age Wielbark Culture and on the
islands of the Baltic Sea in Scandinavia (Machajewski
1998, p.190). In the burial 263 there was found the
fragmented comb made of horn. In the ruined rider
cremation 319a dated to the Late Roman Period there
was a spiral gold ring weighing 13 g among the other
fragments of mortuary stock items. Some single find-
ings of glass and amber beads can be discovered in the
burials as well as some pieces of raw amber, which
do not have any traces of fire exposure. It may prove
the suggestion that amber was placed to the grave as
a funeral gift at the last step of the burial ritual. As a
rule, one to three bronze Roman coins are found in ev-
ery male burial. It should be mentioned that it is in the
middle of the second century that in the mortuary stock
in the graves of Sambian-Natangian Culture and first
of all in the male burials some Roman bronze coins
appear in great number; they are often discovered
together with the pieces of raw amber. This fact can
serve as an indirect evidence of the specific role of the
men-warriors in amber trade. All these coins mainly
come from the Antoninus dynasty emission, from Tra-
jan up to Commodus (Bollin 1926, pp.203-240). As a
rule, they do not have any traces of being long handled.
Judging by the coins state and by the dating of the rest
stock we can say that they got to the burials without
long delays. It enables us to use their numismatic dat-
ing for the period (Nowakowski 1996, p.75). This fact
can be an evidence of the high amber trade intensive-
ness in the second part of the second century. As a rule
in the warrior burials, the coins are found next to the
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Fig. 4.1,2. Grave goods from burial A-263 (iron, bronze, pottery, stone).
Drawings by O. Khomiakova and A. Sidorov.
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Fig. 4.3. Grave goods from burial A-263 (silver, bronze, iron, pottery, amber, antler/bone).
Drawings by O. Khomiakova and A. Sidorov.

135




Burials of Riders and Horses Dated
to the Roman Iron Age and Great

Migration Period in Aleika-3

(former Jaugehnen) Cemetery
on the Sambian Peninsula

KONSTANTIN
SKVORTSOV

136

Fig. 5. Grave goods from burial A-418 and reconstruction of horse equipment. Drawing by K. Yuganov, O. Khomiakova

and Skvortsov.

numerous items of armament, which have many analo-
gies in the materials of Przeworsk Culture and in Scan-
dinavia. In the Late Roman Period in contrast to the
phase B,/C,, burials of all age groups without any sex
differences can be observed. In the phase C /C, (par-
ticularly during the Goth wars) Roman bronze coins
can be found in greater quantity than in the previous
period; their most part also relates to the Antoninus dy-
nasty emission as in the previous time. Bronze Roman
coins become the most widely spread good substitute
in the trade relationship of that time (Bursche 1988,
p.43). However, as opposed to the previous period, a
considerable part of the coins is much rubbed out and
sometimes they are used as pendants. The same phe-
nomenon can be observed in some complexes of Cher-
niahovsk Culture where most coins either are pendants
or are rubbed out after being very long handled (Tik-
hanova 1979, p.40ff). It is necessary to specify that the
overwhelming part of the coins is Italic. It enables us
to suggest that the most part of them comes from the
territories of Roman province of Dacia and Pannonia:
only here bronze coins circulated in significant number
(Kropotkin 1961, p.25). It is highly probable that the
coins come to the territory of Sambian-Natangian Cul-
ture and to the adjacent territories primarily as a result
of military and trade activities of the bearers of Prze-

worsk Culture before and in course of the Marcomanni
Wars, and then as a result of the Goths war activities
in the third century on the Danube (Budanova 1990,
p.103). Perhaps all these out of use coins came from
some state depositaries. This suggestion is indirectly
proved by information about barbarians being paid by
the coins of Marcus Aurelius and of Antoninus Pius,
the emperors of the third — fourth centuries who had
to produce payment from the treasury using out of use
coins. In this case, we should speak about the coins of
precious metals but coins of bronze and copper could
probably be collected too (Kropotkin 1970, p.52ff;
Tikhanova 1979, p.38ff).

As for the horse burials proper, it should be noted that
because of peculiarities of local soil chemical compo-
sition, as a rule almost nothing survive from the horses
skeletons except teeth and so called “shadow” of the
horse body. In horse burials the stock was represented
by a typical set: various examples of bit asa rule ringed,
made of iron; iron buckles and numerous other details
of harness made of iron and bronze, more seldom — of
silver. In some cases in horse burials, there could be
found iron spurs, sickles, scissors and drawing knives,
which judging by their placement were primarily in the
horse bags.



to it are known in the Roman castles
in the Danube section of limes where
they are dated to the second century
(Gschwind 2004, p.176 table 60; Her-
ramhof, et al. 1986-1987, p.303 fig.
154.1). Finding of this kind in the ar-
eal of Sambian-Natangian Culture and
in the southeast of the Baltic region is
found for the first time.

Some not very large bronze Roman
bells (Fig. 7) so-called tintinnabula
were found near the remains of the
horse sculls in two burials also dated
to the end of the second — the begin-
~ 3| ning of the third centuries. Some iron

Fig. 6. Horse riding gear: bronze strap-distributor 1 Aleika-I burial A-460;
2-3 Analogue from Danube -Limes area. Drawing by Skvortsov and

K. Yuganov.

Roman big bells were discovered
in graves 302 and 550 (Fig. 8.1-2).
These bells of pyramidal shape bells
are known from in Sarmatia (Nowa-
kowski 1988, p.99ff). In the areal of

Sambian-Natangian Culture findings
of this kind are dated to the same peri-
od but in the quantity they are found in
Aleika-3 grave they are not known yet
on any other monument (Nowakowski
1996, p.67).

In burial 423 dated to the beginning
of the third century, iron bit with the
propeller-shaped cheek pieces were
discovered (Fig. 9.1-2). Many re-
searchers connect this kind of bit with
Sarmatians (von Carnap-Bornheim

Fig.7. Roman bronze horse bell from horse burial A-415.
Drawing by Skvortsov.

Among the rare findings made in the horse burials in
the grave early zone, a full set of horse harness from
burial 418 dated to the end of the second century is
particularly worth pointing out (Fig. 5). It is made of
bronze with numerous round and rectangular plates
in opus interrasile style, with ten bronze belt tips and
parting rings. In this complex, there were also some
large iron rivets with the bronze heads, which judg-
ing by their size and placement served for fastening
the details of wooden saddle. That time, similar in
contents horse sets are known in the Roman provinces
and in the places of swamp sacrifices in Scandinavia
(von Carnap-Bornheim, Ilkjaer 1996; Oldenstein 1977,
Tables 62-64).

A bronze cast cross-shaped divider of belts was discov-
ered in burial 460 dated to the end of the second c. to
the beginning of the third century (Fig. 6). Analogies

2003, p.378ff figs.4-5). Propeller-
shaped cheek pieces of a very close
type come from Dacia (Werner 1983,
fig.2). In the areal of western Balts?,
there are known two other places of finding bit of this
kind also dated to the beginning of the third century
(La Baume 1944, p.17 fig.26). Bridle bits of this kind
originate from the place of swamp sacrifices in Tors-
berg in the north of Germany (Raddatz 1987, p.85). In
burial 478 (the end of the second century) there was
a bronze cast nose plate (Fig. 10) with extraordinary
decorated upper part.

Almost full horse harness with plenty of elements (Fig.
11.1-3): dividing rings, belt tips, buckles, bronze silver
plated cross-shaped bridle dividers, ring furniture and
bronze rivets with silver cover survived in burial 328
(cf. for distribution map of the cross-shaped bridle di-
viders look to Christine Reich article in this volume).

2 Comment of volume Editor: bridle bits with iron propeller-
shaped cheek-pieces were found at Padvariai burial ground
For this see: Bliujien¢, Butkus 2007, p.105 fig.9.
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Fig. 8.1-2. Grave goods from horse burial A-302 and bridles
reconstruction. Drawing by Skvortsov.

Similar in shape plates are known in the
materials of the Late Roman Period in the
neighboring cultures (Banyté-Rowell 2004,
p.46 fig.6.1-3; Bitner-Wroblewska 2007,
table XXXVIII. Bliyjiené, Butkus 2007,
p.104 fig.8; also see Christine Reich in this
volume).

Four horse burials dated to the end of the
second c. to the beginning of the third centu-
ry are worth special mentioning. There were
remains of two horses in each of them. It is
possible that the fact of double horse burial
is not only a sign of a deceased’s high social
position but it is also reflection of religious
beliefs of the ancient habitants of these plac-
es. These burials of the Roman times on this
territory can be found extremely seldom.
Similar burial dated to the end of the sec-
ond century was discovered in Berezovka
(fromer Gross Ottenhagen) burial ground.
It was under 1.2 m high barrow, with mas-
sive stone masonry about 7 m in diameter,
with the cremation of not less than two peo-
ple (Ibsen, Skvorzov 2004 p.402ff figs.7 and
13).

In the grave early zone, the latest rider-with-
the-horse complex is burial 356 dated to
the beginning of the fifth century, in which
rider’s cremation underwent plunder, the
stock survived partly but the horse burial re-
mained untouched. In it, there were remains
of two horses with the metal details of the
horse harness among which it is necessary
to mention bimetal ornamented bridle bit
made of bronze and iron (Fig. 12). This type
of bit having a constructive particularity - a
bronze, more often silver faceted cap with
a ring loop put on a free end of an iron rod
is characteristic for Hun period (Zasetskaia
1994, p.40ff tables 4.12; 16.13; 30.5; 44.5;
47.5; 20, 21). The closest analogies of these
bits are known in the burials of Przeworsk
nobility of the early Hun period on the ter-
ritory of Poland in Lugah / Koenigsbruch
and in Jakuszowice (Petersen 1932, p.154ff;
Godlowski 1995, pp.155-179 fig.4.1).

Presently examined part of the grave ena-
bles us to suggest that from the beginning
of the fifth century its functioning was in-
terrupted for at least 600 years. Only at the
end of the 11th — the beginning of the 12th
centuries ancient Prussians begin to bury
their deceased in 60 meters to the north of



Fig. 9.1-3. Details of bridles with propeller shaped cheek-
pieces. 1 Aleika-3 horse burial A-423;2 Cheek-pieces from
Sarmatian sites (1a—6a); 2 Thorsbeg bog find (7); 3 Bridles
reconstruction after grave goods of Aleika-3 burial A-423.
Drawings by Skvortsov, A. Sidorov and K. Yuganov.

2
the graves dated to the Roman Iron Age and the Migra-
tion Period.

Judging by the context of the complexes discovered in
the process of researching, Aleika-3 grave, as we can
see at present moment, is an exceptional phenomenon
for Sambian-Natangian Culture.

Relationships of
the Sambian-Natangian Culture

In spite of the fact that Sambian-Natangian Culture
was on the periphery of barbaricum, its appearance
and development is connected with the interest in am-
ber, which sharply increased in the first century AD.
The demand for it in Rome and its provinces attracted
attention of the representatives of Przeworsk Culture to
this region (Shchukin 1994, p.278). Keeping in mind
the fact that at the turn of ages Przeworsk Culture kept
good contacts with the cultures of Central Europe and
Scandinavia (Shchukin 1994, p.228ff), such develop-
ment of the situation looks quite realistic.

This time is characterized by the appearance of a great
number of the Roman and Noricum-Panonian imports
and their derivatives produced in barbarian environ-
ment in our region. Setting of trade connections be-
tween the Roman provinces and the western Balts in
the Early Roman Period before the beginning of the
Marcomanni Wars and for some time after them prob-
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Fig. 10. Bridle detail: bronze cast nose plate (“Naseberg”) from horse burial A-478. 2-3 Analogues from Danube-Limes

area. Drawing by Skvortsov.

ably went on through the mediation of the bearers of
Przeworsk Culture.

From the moment of its appearance in the second part
of the first century and up to the first part of the second
century the dominant funerary rite of Sambian-Natan-
gian culture was the inhumation with the northern ori-
entation.

In the second part of the second century during a short
period of time inhumation rite disappears completely.

Urn and non-urn cremations replaced this rite. The
funerary rite type like most innovations in mortuary
stock in this period is connected by its origin with
the cultures of the west, and first of all of Przeworsk
Culture and Scandinavia. At the same time, by the
end of the second century — the beginning of the third
century the lot of imports from the areal of Wielbark
Culture considerably increases (Bliujiené 2007 pp.312
and 317). Perhaps it is connected with the bearers of
Wielbark Culture moving to the south of the territo-
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Fig. 11.1-3. Grave goods from horse burial A-328 (1);
Cruciform shaped bridle mounts from burial A-238,

Netta and Althof Insterburg (2); Reconstruction (3).
Drawings by Skvortsov, K. Yuganov and O. Khomiakova.
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Fig.12. Grave goods from burial A-356. Drawing by O. Khomiakova.

ries, which were previously occupied by the bearers
of Przeworsk Culture because of its weakening after
taking part in the Marcomannic Wars. It is possible that
some not very large part of Przeworsk people moved
by the wave of Wielbark migrants had to leave territo-
ries earlier settled and to get to West-Baltic culture. The
same time in the materials of the graves in the Pregel
River valley, the Roman imports that can be related to
the items of luxury appear: a dagger — pugio from Alt
Ilischken, a fragmented terra sigillata from the burial
at Klein Flies and some others (Nowakowski 1996,
p.68ff plates 92.1; 99.8-8 and 102.2). In the region of
Mazurian Lakeland and in Sambia, the situations pro-
voked by the same processes are similar. The most
number of imports here fall on the phases B,/C-C,.
(Nowakowski 2001 p.26ff). During the phase C,/C, in
the burial grounds of the Sambian-Natangian Culture
there opens a horizon of rich burials containing specif-
ic stock: fibulae of Monstreosa type (Skvortsov 2000),
silver bracelets with snakelike endings; numerous jew-
elry pieces of silver and bronze and some other stock
originally connected straight to the areal of Wielbark
Culture, to the regions of Scandinavia and Germania
Liberia. It is very much likely that a considerable part
of the buried was of either German origin or autoch-
thons tightly connected with the ruling clans on the
Elblag Heights and in Scandinavia.

From the third century, the role of representatives of
Wielbark Culture in amber trading on the prior ‘Sam-
bia — Vistula mouth’ section of the amber way increas-

es. New findings made in some graves of the Roman
Period are the evidence. The value of the amber way
section from Sambia along the Vistula bay to the Vis-
tula delta is very difficult to overestimate (Skvortsov
2007a; Goverdovskii 2008; Andrzejowski, Cieslinski
2007, p.279). The people who left Aleika-3 grave could
control collection of amber in the beginning of the way.
Not less than eight simultaneous burial grounds are
known in the radius of 5 km from Aleika-3. It indicates
the high density of set-
tling on this territory in
that time. Habitants liv-
ing along in the valleys
of small rivers of Sam-
bian Peninsula went out
to the Pregel from where
they could reach lands in
the Vistula mouth where
amber accumulated for
its moving from the Bal-
tic Sea shore to the Ro-
man boundary.
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Conclusions

At present time the
greatest number of rider
with the horse burials in
the territory of Sambian-
Natangian Culture are

Fig. 13. Tomb of Svebian
horseman in Roman military
service.



Fig. 14.1. Grave goods from horseman burial A-275 (bronze, gild bronze, iron, pottery).

Drawing by O. Khomiakova and A. Sidorov.

discovered in the materials of Aleika-3 cemetery. It
should be noted that the appearance of this rite falls on
the beginning — the middle of the second century. The
rite appears in Sambia in the completed manner. Nu-
merous analogies of the horse burial stock of Aleika-3
cemetery found in materials of the region of Danube
enable us to suggest that it owes its appearance to the
German-Sarmatian contacts during the Marcoman-
nic Wars (Kokowski 2003, pp.275-291; Tejral 2003,
pp.239-274 tables 1; 3; 4; 5; 7; 16; 17; 18). This rite
reaches the areal of the Western Balts with the Ger-
mans who took part in these wars. From this moment
the burials with horses appear in the Sudovian culture
and in the West Lithuanian Stone Circle Grave Cul-
ture (Bliujiené, Butkus 2007, p.115). In the late Ro-
man time, singular cases of this rite penetrating from
the areal of Sambian-Natangian Culture to the Baltic
Sea islands and to Denmark are known. In Denmark
on the Zeeland Island in Skovgarde cemetery, there
was found the horse burial 26 dated to the third century
(Ethelberg 2000, p.25ff). It is possible that this burial
as well as findings of bit in the burials on the Funen is-
land, which are not found on the neighboring territories
and according to K. Raddaz point to the connections
with the west Balts tribes of Sambian Peninsula in the
Roman Period (Raddatz 1956 p.173ff; 1962).

The earliest rider burials found in the grave belong to
the second part of the second century that is phase B,/

C,. Besides there are some burials made according to
the inhumation rite, which are dated to the phase B,
Chronological proximity of the considerable part of the
burials is proved by their planigraphy interrelation.

Appearance of the most part of the rider complexes
is close in time to the last period of the Marcomannic
Wars and may be a reflection of exactly these events
happening in the Danube provinces of the Roman
Empire. Most probably, the abundance of the Roman
import items on this monument including the luxury
items is the result of the fact that this multiethnic so-
ciety faced the beginning of the amber trade in this
region and probably controlled it. Riders of Aleika-3
represented the top of this society from the Marcoman-
nic Wars up to the early Hun period when the last cent-
ers of Wielbark Culture disappear from the region of
Vistula(Godtowski 1970, plate VII). In less degree,
we can connect the findings of new Roman import cat-
egories with the possible participating of representa-
tives of this multiethnic society in the last period of
the Marcomannic Wars, in higher degree — with their
participation in amber trade.

The tackle of Aleika-3 riders in practice does not differ
in contents from the tackle of Germania Liberia riders.
As an example of a typical armament set of the popula-
tion close to Sambian we can mention the grave stone
of a Suebi rider in the Roman service from Heidelberg
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Fig. 14.2. Grave goods from horse burial A-275A (iron, bronze). Drawing by O. Khomiakova, A. Sidorov and

A. Dement’eva.
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Fig. 14.3. Horseman and his horse from Aleika-3 cemetery (burial A-275). Reconstruction by Skvortsov and K. Yuganov. < )

(Speidel 1992, p.89ff) (Fig. 13) and compare it with
the stock of burial 275 (Fig.14.1-3).

The materials of Aleika-3 cemtery in the context of
other examined monuments of Sambian-Natangian
Culture of the Roman Iron Age enable us to conclude
that the beginning of the process of clan system de-
grading is fixed on this territory in the second century.
It was conditioned by penetrating of the German ethnic
component involved into amber trade to the Balts en-
vironment. This process could only start during or af-
ter the Marcomannic Wars, influence of which showed
off not only in economic and in social changes on the
territory of Germania Liberia but touched upon the
periphery of barbarian world including the territory of
Sambia. All these facts can indirectly prove the pos-
sibility of presence of the highest social status burials
in the areal of Sambian-Natangian Culture. No doubt,
they can be discovered in future.

Translated by Marina Evstafieva

Abbreviations

Arkhiv IA RAN - Arkhiv Instituta Arkheologii Rossikoi
Akademini Nauk, Maskva.
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ROMENISKOJO IR DIDZIOJO
TAUTU KRAUSTYMOSI
LAIKOTARPIU SAMBIJOS
PUSIASALIO ALEIKOS 3
(BUVES JAUGEHNEN)
3-10JO KAPINYNO RAITELIU
IR ZIRGU KAPAI

Konstantin Skvortsov

Santrauka

IS dabar zinomy Sambijos-Natangijos kultiiros kapi-
nyny daugiausia raiteliy ir zirgy kapy rasta Aleikos
3-iajame kapinyne (1-2 pav.). Reikia pabreézti, kad Sis
paprotys paplinta II a. pirmojoje puséje ar §io amziaus
viduryje. Sambijos pusiasalyje paprotys laidoti raitelj
ir zirga paplinta visiskai susiformavgs. Didelis Aleikos
3-iojo kapinyno radiniy analogijy skai¢ius su Duno-
jaus regiono kapinyny radiniais leidzia kelti prielaidg
apie germany ir sarmaty kontaktus markomany kary
metu. Sis paprotys sieja vakary baltus su germanais,
dalyvavusiais Siuose karuose. Nuo to laiko kapai su
zirgais iSplinta siiduviy ir Vakary Lietuvos kapinyny su
akmeny vainikais kultirose. Vélyvajame roméniska-
jame laikotarpyje Sis paprotys i§ Sambijos-Natangijos
kulttiros arealo prasiskverbia i Baltijos juros salas ir
Danija. Danijos Zelandijos saloje Skovgardo kapinyno
zirgo kapas 26 datuojamas I amziumi.

Ankstyviausias Aleikos 3-iojo kapinyno raitelio kapas
yra i§ II a. antrosios puses arba tarpsnio B,/C,. Salia
taip pat rasta griautiniu kapy i§ B, laikotarpio. Sios
kapinyno dalies kapu chronologija nustatyta remiantis
kapy i$sidéstymu kapinyne ir tarpusavio rysiais.

Didzioji dalis raiteliy kapy kompleksy chronologis-
kai yra artimi baigiamosioms markomany kovoms ir
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ivykiams Romos imperijos Dunojaus provincijose
(3—14 pav.). Labai gali biti, kad roméniskojo impor-
to ir tarp ju prabangos daikty gausa Aleikos 3-iajame
kapinyne rodo, kad daugiatauté bendruomené pradéjo
prekiauti gintaru ir galbit net Sia prekyba kontroliavo.
Aleikos 3-iajame kapinyne palaidoti raiteliai priklau-
s¢ Sios bendruomenés diduomenei iki ankstyviausiojo
huny laikotarpio, kai paskutiniai Vielbarko kultiiros
centrai iSnyko i§ Vyslos zemupio. Yra nedidelé tikimy-
be, kad Sie radiniai sietini su numanomu $ios daugia-
tautés bendruomenés atstovy dalyvavimu markomany
karuose, bet kur kas labiau — su jy isitraukimu { preky-
ba gintaru.

Aleikos 3-iajame kapinyne rasty zirgy apranga prak-
tiSkai nesiskiria nuo Laisvosios Germanijos raiteliy
aprangos. Kaip tipiska romény samdinio ginkluotés
pavyzdi galima paminéti Haidelbergo sveby raitelio
antkapinio akmens piesinj (13 pav.) ir palyginti ji su
Aleikos 3-iojo kapinyno kapo 275 inventoriumi (14
pav.).

Aleikos 3-iojo kapinyno ir kity tirty Sambijos-Natan-
gijos kultiiros roméniskojo gelezies amziaus paminkly
medziaga leidzia teigti, kad gimininés bendruomenés
irimas ¢ia prasidéjo II a. Tai lémé germany etninio
komponento skverbimasis | balty aplinka per preky-
ba gintaru. Sis procesas prasidéjo markomany kary
metu arba tik jam pasibaigus, o jo itaka ekonominiam
ir socialiniam gyvenimui pastebima ne tik Laisvosios
Germanijos teritorijoje, bet jvairialypés itakos palieté
ir barbary Zemiy periferija, iskaitant ir Sambijos-Na-
tangijos kultiiros teritorija.

Verté Audroné Bliujiené





