
69

A
R

C
H

A
EO

LO
G

IA
B

A
LT

IC
A

 1
3

II
PEOPLE  
AT THE  
CROSSROADS  
OF  SPACE  
AND TIME

In t roduc t ion

J. Żurek was the first to mention small polished tools 
from Rzucewo culture flint assemblages. He identified 
side-scrapers with a polished working edge, rectangular 
flint tools with a polished edge and partially polished 
surface, and very small flint axes and chisels (Żurek 
1954, pp.19, 32 and 37). The latter were also men-
tioned by L. Kilian in the monograph Haffkűstenkultur 
(Kilian 1955, p.50). All these artefacts were described 
as particular forms of a strictly limited territorial range 
of several Rzucewo culture settlements, i.e. Rzucewo, 
Suchacz, Modrzewina, Gdynia, Oksywie, Ostrowo 
(Żurek 1954, pp.19, 32, 37) and Tolkmicko, and set-
tlements along the Curonian Spit (Kilian 1955, p.50, 
Tafel XXXVII). The tools were spread out over an area 
which was almost the same as the range of Rzucewo 
culture as described by Żurek (Żurek 1954, p.32). 
However, the range changed as a result of the discov-
ery of such objects on other Rzucewo culture sites, in 
Rewa (Felczak 1983, p.62), Pieniężno (Łowiński 1987, 
p.173; Manasterski 1991, p.32), Garbina (Mączkowska 
1973, p.307), Niedźwiedziówka (Mazurowski 1987a, 
p.108) and Wybicko (Jagodziński 1987, p.127; Szymc-
zak 1987, p.131). What is more, a region of temporary 
settlements associated with the gathering and process-
ing of amber called the Niedźwiedziówka settlement 
micro-region1 yielded the most diverse assemblage, 
which can serve as a comparative collection for all 
types of small polished tools that so far have been 
scarce and have been found only on some Rzucewo 
culture sites. These artefacts account for 10% of all the 
tools in the micro-region (Januszek 2006, p.226, Table 

1 The Niedźwiedziówka settlement micro-region in Żuła- 
wy Wiślane consists of the following: sites I–IV in 
Niedźwiedziówka, site I in Stare Babki, and sites I–III in 
Wybicko (Mazurowski 1999, p. 122; Januszek 2006, p.12)

167) and influence the perception of the Rzucewo cul-
ture phenomenon.

Types  o f  sma l l  po l i shed  f l i n t  t oo l s  
i n  Rzucewo  cu l tu re  iden t i f i ed  in  
assemblages  f rom the 
Niedźwiedz iówka  
se t t l emen t  mic ro - reg ion

The following types of tools have been identified on 
the basis of 68 items of small polished flint tools from 
excavations on sites I, II and IV in Niedźwiedziówka, 
and site I in Stare Babki from the Niedźwiedziówka 
settlement micro-region in Żuławy Wiślane. The most 
diverse and relatively numerous assemblage is from 
site I in Niedźwiedziówka, with radiocarbon dating as 
follows: Gd. 5253: 4570 ± 50 BP (2620 ± 50 BC), Gd-
2767: 4540 ± 70 BP (2590 ± 70 BC), Gd-2776: 4270 ± 
90 BP (2320 ± 90 BC), Gd-5238: 4140 ± 40 BP (2190 
± 40 BC) (Mazurowski 1996, p.171; 1999, p.125).

The division into particular types is based solely on 
morphological criteria related to their manufacturing. 
The main feature determining a particular type is the 
presence of a polished part in the material, just as in the 
case of retouched tools.

Po l i shed  end- sc rape r s

This type includes 18 flake tools with the working edge 
shaped by polishing. It is normally found on the distal 
portion of the artefact.

The vast majority of examined polished end-scrapers 
were made of Pomeranian flint (Table 1), the others 
of erratic flint. Only one item was completely burnt, 
and for that reason not identified in terms of the raw 
material.

SMALL POLISHED FLINT TOOLS  
IN  RZUCEWO CULTURE IN POLAND

KATARZYNA JANUSZEK

Abstract

This article gives an overview of the most diverse assemblage of small polished flint tools found in settlements left by 
Rzucewo culture in the region of Żuławy. The presence of the tools on Rzucewo culture sites defines its range, which covers 
areas of the greatest abundance in amber situated near the Bay of Gdansk, the Vistula Lagoon and in Żuławy. This, apart from 
other evidence, proves Rzucewo culture to be different from what is widely understood as Bay Coast culture, with which it 
is often associated.

Key words: Rzucewo culture, Bay Coast culture, small polished flint tools. 
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The assemblage consists of two end-scrapers with 
a working edge which is pointed (Fig. 1.1, 3), two 
arched (Fig. 1.5,9), seven slightly rounded (Fig. 1.2, 
6,11), and seven rounded (Fig. 1.4,7, 8,10). The angles 
of the working edges depend on their shape. Pointed 
edges show acute or right angles, arched ones only 
a right angle, slightly rounded an acute angle, and 
rounded acute, almost a right angle. The height of the 
pointed parts is two to three millimetres, arched four 
millimetres, slightly rounded two to three millimetres, 
and rounded four millimetres.

Apart from that, most of the tools of this type show 
signs of additional processing on one or two side edg-
es. In addition, it is possible to identify a relation be-
tween the manner of processing (polish or retouch) and 
the shape of the working edge. For instance, a semi-
steep retouch is found on one side edge of pointed end-

scrapers. Among the slightly rounded ones, most forms 
display a steep retouch on two side edges, and rounded 
ones are mainly forms with a steep retouch on one side 
edge. Only arched end-scrapers might show addition-
ally polished edges all along the sides or along half of 
one side only.

The sizes of polished end-scrapers differ, depending on 
the form of the half-product used for manufacturing. 
The average measurements of these tools are as fol-
lows: length, ten to 19 millimetres, 20 to 29 millime-
tres (the most numerous), 30 to 39 millimetres, 40 to 
49 millimetres; width, ten to 19 millimetres (the most 
numerous), 20 to 29 millimetres, 30 to 39 millimetres; 
height, up to five millimetres, six to ten millimetres 
(the most numerous), 11 to 15 millimetres.

Fig. 1. Polished end-scrapers from the Niedźwiedziówka settlement micro-region in Żuławy.



71

A
R

C
H

A
EO

LO
G

IA
B

A
LT

IC
A

 1
3

II
PEOPLE  
AT THE  
CROSSROADS  
OF  SPACE  
AND TIME

Tab le  1 .  D ive r s i f i ca t ion  o f  t he  r aw 
ma te r i a l  u sed  fo r  sma l l  po l i shed  too l s

Types of small  
polished tools

Types of flint material
Pomeranian erratic unidentified

end-scrapers 15 2 1
side-scrapers 14 2
perforators 7
axe-like tools 20 5 1
unidentified tools 1
total 57 9 2

Po l i shed  s ide - sc rape r s

A distinctive feature of the 15 analysed tools is the sharp 
working edge, formed by polishing the half-product’s 
edge at an acute angle, usually by single-level polish-
ing or by two or multi-level polishing, partially found 
on the dorsal side of the artefact (Fig. 2.1-8).

All the identified side-scrapers were manufactured 
from forms made by a splintering technique. Cortical 
flakes were the most frequently used material, but there 
are tools made of bipolar splintered pieces, blades and 
flakes. 

The most often-used raw material for the production of 
these tools was Pomeranian flint (Table 1). Only two 

items were made of erratic flint. Polished side-scrapers 
which were made with cortical flakes were manufac-
tured solely from Pomeranian flint.

Tools with a convex working edge number almost the 
same as the ones with a straight working edge. Almost 
all the artefacts are single-side forms, with the working 
edge polished on the dorsal part of the half-product. 
Items with two polished working edges are very rare, 
and so are items with an edge which is partially pol-
ished and partially semi-steeply retouched (Fig. 2.6). 
In addition, the majority of the tools described were 
additionally worked on one or two sides perpendicular 
to the working edge. Only a few of these artefacts are 
not retouched.

In the group of polished side-scrapers manufactured 
from flakes made by the splintering technique, there 
are tools with an additional steep retouch on one side 
which number the same as items with a steep retouch 
of two sides perpendicular to the working edge. It is 
worth mentioning that in the case of side-scrapers 
made from splintered pieces, the transverse sides form 
sharp edges of the poles.

The measurements of polished side-scrapers depend 
on the size of the half-product: length, ten to 19 mil-
limetres, 20 to 29 millimetres (the most numerous), 30 

Fig. 2. Polished side-scrapers from the Niedźwiedziówka settlement micro-region in Żuławy.
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to 39 millimetres; width, ten to 19 millimetres, 20 to 
29 millimetres (the most numerous); and height, up to 
five millimetres, six to ten millimetres (the most nu-
merous), 11 to 15 millimetres.

Po l i shed  pe r fo ra to r s

There are only seven tools of this type. Their distinc-
tive feature is a sharp sting shaped by the steep polish-
ing of two side edges towards the dorsal part in such 
a manner that by coming together they form a sharp 
edge (Fig. 3).

All the tools were manufactured from flakes made by 
the splintering technique, mostly cortical flakes curved 
in the distal portion, the raw material being exclusively 
Pomeranian flint (Table 1). There are also a few stout 
items with additional retouch on two side edges (Fig. 
3.4,5,7).

The sizes of most polished perforators are roughly 
equal, depending on the variety of the half-product. 
Their length falls within 20 to 29 milimetres (the most 

numerous), and 30 to 39 milimetres; their width, ten to 
19 milimetres; and height, up to five milimetres, and 
six to ten milimetres.

Smal l  axe - l ike  too l s

There are 26 items which fall into this category, and 
the tools show morphological features similar to forms 
previously described as small axes and chisels (Żurek 
1954, p.19; Kilian 1955, p.50), micro-axes (Balcer 
1983, p.241), or miniature axes (Mazurowski 1987a, 
p.108). 

Erratic flint was the basic raw material used to manu-
facture small axe-like tools, and most were made of the 
Pomeranian variety (Table 1), with only one unidenti-
fied item, which was completely burnt. In that catego-
ry, bipolar splintered pieces are prevalent, but there are 
also some artefacts manufactured from cortical flakes 
made by the splintering technique.

Some of the tools have a trapezoid outline (37%) (Fig. 
4.1,4,5,7,9-12), a sub-rectangular one (29%) (Fig. 4.2, 

Fig. 3. Polished perforators from the Niedźwiedziówka settlement micro-region in Żuławy.
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Fig. 4. Small axe-like tools from the Niedźwiedziówka settlement micro-region in Żuławy.
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3,6), or an oval one (33%) (Fig. 4.8). The cross-section 
of trapezoid and sub-rectangular forms is tetragonal, 
and of the oval ones flat-convex.

While 33% of the tools are only polished on the blade, 
20% are completely polished. Nearly half of the items 
(46%) are partially polished forms, mainly to level out 
the surface.

A tetragonal head is found on 29% of the axes, and it is 
narrow and usually polished. This type of head can be 
seen solely on tools of trapezoid outline. All the other 
items have heads shaped like poles of the splintered 
pieces.

The blades of trapezoid and sub-rectangular forms 
were shaped at an angle of between 60º and 70º. Most 
trapezoid tools have a blade shaped at an angle of 60º, 
whereas sub-rectangular ones have a blade formed 
mainly at 70º. The blades of oval artefacts were shaped 
at an angle between 40º and 60º, with the majority at 
60º.

The sizes of small axe-like tools depend on the half-
product, and are as follows: length, 20 to 29 millime-
tres, 30 to 39 millimetres (the most numerous), 40 to 
49 millimetres; width, ten to 19 millimetres, 20 to 29 
millimetres (the most numerous), and 30 to 39 milli-
metres; height, up to five millimetres, six to ten mil-
limetres (the most numerous).

Un iden t i f i ed  po l i shed  too l s

This type consists of an oval flake made by splintering 
technique, manufactured of Pomeranian flint, polished 
along almost the whole circumference in a uniform 
manner. The measurements are 37 by 23 by 3 milli-
metres.

Smal l  po l i shed  f l i n t  t oo l s  i n  Rzucewo 
cu l tu re

Forms similar to the small polished tools from the 
Niedźwiedziówka micro-region were also discovered 
on other Rzucewo culture sites (see Fig. 5 and Table 2).

Polished end-scrapers are known from the settlement 
in Rzucewo. D. Król was the first to identify them on 
the basis of materials from that settlement, and even to 
suggest that they might be an element distinguishing 
the Rzucewo culture flint industry in the western re-
gion of the Bay of Gdansk from the one found in the ar-
eas situated east of the Vistula (Król 1983, p.233). Six 
items made of Pomeranian flint examined in 1989 ac-
count for 4.05% of the total number (Król 1997, p.149, 
Table 2). What is important is that this group might 
also include polished side-scrapers, as implied by the 
drawing provided by the author (Król 1997, p.144, Fig. 
14.7-8). The other tools of this kind examined previ-
ously were not thoroughly analysed (Żurek 1954, p.19) 
(Fig. 6.1-10).

Apart from that, a polished end-scraper made of Po-
meranian flint was found in Pieniężno, a settlement 
associated with transhumance (Manasterski 1991, Fig. 
III.10). The artefact has a low polished working edge, 
which is slightly rounded, and an additional steep re-
touch of both side edges (Fig. 6.17).

Side-scrapers were found in larger numbers before 
the war in Rzucewo (Fig. 6.4,5,7,8,10). The author of 
the report from those times put the number of tools at 
about 120 items, and suggested that they had been used 
for tanning fine seal skins. He also mentioned other ar-
tefacts of this kind discovered in Oksywie, Gdynia and 
Ostrowo, most of which disappeared during the Sec-
ond World War (Żurek 1954, pp.19, 33). In addition, J. 

Tab le  2 .  Types  o f  sma l l  po l i shed  f l i n t  t oo l s  i den t i f i ed  on  Rzucewo  cu l tu re 
s i t e s

Rzucewo culture sites

Types of small polished tools
end-scrapers side-scrapers perforators axe-like tools unidentified initial forms

Rewa +
Rzucewo + + + +
Gdynia + +
Oksywie +
Ostrowo +
Niedźwiedziówka 18 16 7 26 1 +
Modrzewina + +
Suchacz + + +
Tolkmicko +
Garbina +
Pieniężno + +
Nida (Lithuania) +
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Żurek found material similar to the one from the Bay 
of Puck on sites in Modrzewina and Suchacz (Żurek 
1954, p.32). The latter site yielded polished side-scrap-
ers only after the war (Mazurowski 1987b, p.160). One 
of them was a tool made from splintered cortical flakes 
of Pomeranian flint with a one-side working edge (Fig. 
6.14); there were also two unfinished items formed 
from the same type of material (Fig. 6.11,15).

Another 11 polished side-scrapers made from Pomera-
nian flint were discovered in Rewa (Felczak 1983, 
p.62) (Fig. 6.12,13). Tools of this kind were also found 
in the Łupawa group of Funnel Beaker culture, which 
implies established relationships with the people of 
Rzucewo culture (Domańska 1983, p.225).

Polished perforators were only discovered in the 
Niedźwiedziówka settlement micro-region and as loose 
finds in Rzucewo, and are stored in the Archaeological 
Museum in Poznan, inventory number 1951:723.

Small axe-like tools were discovered on almost all 
excavated sites of Rzucewo culture, most of them in 
Rzucewo. The collection selected by J. Żurek came 
from pre-war analyses, and consisted mainly of forms 
of trapezoid and sub-rectangular outline (Żurek 1954, 
Table XIV.5-20). Subsequent research done on that site 

has reported more trapezoid or tetragonal items made 
from Pomeranian flint or Baltic erratic flint (Król 1997, 
p.41 and p.139, Fig. 6.6,8,9,11). Those made of the Po-
meranian variety were 3.5 centimetres long, the other 
ones five to ten centimetres long (Król 1997, p.141).

Small axe-like flint tools were also discovered in 
Gdynia, Modrzewina and Tolkmicko (Żurek 1954, 
p.33 and p.37), and Suchacz (Kilian 1955, p.50) be-
fore the war. Unfortunately, most of them were lost, 
and a full report was never published. Tetragonal trap-
ezoid forms from Suchacz were mentioned briefly, and 
one of them was a burial offering (Kilian 1955, p.50). 
Fragments of this kind of tool made from Pomeranian 
flint were excavated there later (Mazurowski 1987b, 
p.160), and some were subject to reshaping.

Another two Pomeranian flint artefacts were found in 
Pieniężno (Manasterski 1991, p.41ff). One of them, 
completely polished, is a tetragonal form with a trap-
ezoid outline (Fig. 6.16), the other is oval with a flat-
convex cross-section similar to lenticular (Fig. 6.18).

The site in Garbina yielded a trapezoid-shaped speci-
men made from Pomeranian flint measuring three by 
four centimetres (Mączkowska 1973, p.307 and p.314, 
Fig. 7c). 

Fig. 5. Rzucewo culture sites in Poland with small polished flint tools.
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There were also a lot of small axe-like tools in settle-
ments on the Curonian Spit (Żurek 1954, p.37, Kilian 
1955, p.50). Nevertheless, they were most frequently 
reported in Nida (Rimantienė 1996, p.245, Fig. 148).

The number of small polished tools on each Rzuce-
wo culture site might depend on the area subject to 
research. On the other hand, the frequency might be 
related to economic activities, which needed the use of 
particular forms. However, these tools were used from 
the period indicated by the earliest radiocarbon dating 
from site I in Niedźwiedziówka (mentioned above), 
and from Rzucewo, which was dated as 14C: 2455 ± 
60 BC, 2495 ± 60 BC and 4420 ± 13 BP (3310–2890 

BC cal.) (Król 2003, p.39). Some assemblages have 
not been radiocarbon dated yet, but other finds on 
those Rzucewo culture sites confirm the antiquity of 
the tools.

The site in Pieniężno, which yielded a polished end-
scraper and small axe-like tools, is associated with the 
initial stages of Rzucewo culture (Manasterski 1991, 
p.65). Another artefact from that site is a trapezoid am-
ber pendant (Manasterski 1991, p.57), which, accord-
ing to R.F. Mazurowski’s classification, is a symmetric 
pendant 2BIb, typical of early Globular Amphora cul-
ture, from the end of the 25th century BC, until Corded 
Ware culture, Zlota culture and Rzucewo culture settle-

 Fig. 6. Small polished flint tools from Rzucewo culture sites: 1-10 Rzucewo (after J. Żurek 1954); 11, 14, 15 Suchacz; 12, 
13 Rewa (after Felczak 1983); 16-18 Pieniężno (after Manasterski 1991).
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ments emerged (Mazurowski 1983, p.31ff). Moreover, 
the pottery from Pieniężno shows a strong influence of 
Globular Amphora culture, both in the shape (bowls 
and vases) and ornamentation. The author of the afore-
mentioned compilation suggests that the site in Rewa, 
with its polished side-scrapers, belongs to the decline 
of the early stage of Rzucewo culture, as it displays 
clear signs of stylistic inspiration by Globular Ampho-
ra culture (Felczak 1983, p.66ff). What is more, in the 
Niedźwiedziówka settlement micro-region, where the 
dating shows the earliest period for the polished flint 
tools identified, features typical of Globular Amphora 
culture are visible both in the pottery and the amber 
craft. However, there are no features characteristic of 
Pan-European Horizon of Corded Ware culture (Ma-
zurowski 1987a, p.103).

If the earliest radiocarbon dates are taken into consid-
eration, together with the accumulation of Globular 
Amphora culture features in Rzucewo culture assem-
blages, it is evident that small polished flint tools might 
indicate the earliest development horizon of Rzucewo 
communities, which is characterised by the prevalence 
of Globular Amphora culture components. In addition, 
the range of the artefacts is in line with the areas rich-
est in amber at the Bay of Gdansk, the Vistula Lagoon 
and in Żuławy. The decline of succinite exploitation by 
people of Globular Amphora culture in the Masurian 
Lake District and Mazovia was a stimulus to migrate 
and settle in the areas mentioned before (Mazurowski 
1987a, p.117). On top of that, the earliest dated sites 
with small polished tools were temporary settlements, 
typical of Globular Amphora culture. This does not 
make the presence of such artefacts in Rzucewo prob-
lematic, as it appears to have become a permanent set-
tlement at a more advanced stage of development of 
Rzucewo culture.

Another development horizon of Rzucewo communi-
ties is indicated by assemblages with dominant features 
of Pan-European Horizon of Corded Ware culture, best 
seen in pottery and stone tools. Globular Amphora cul-
ture components are not as pronounced. It might have 
been then that a new category of amber jewellery orig-
inated, characteristic solely of Rzucewo culture, and 
permanent settlements such as Rzucewo and Suchacz 
were founded. In the group of small polished flint tools, 
only axe-like forms were manufactured, which is most 
obvious in Nida on the Curonian Spit. There is no evi-
dence of the prior colonisation by Globular Amphora 
culture. Both horizons were subject to parallel devel-
opment until the early Bronze Age. That progress led 
to certain transformations into local varieties, but sites 
representing the dominance of the Globular Amphora 
culture style still existed, for instance, in Żuławy. Stare 
Babki, the most recent site in the Niedźwiedziówka 

settlement micro-region, proved that polished end-
scrapers and small axe-like tools were still manufac-
tured (Mazurowski 2003; 2004) in the times dated as 
Gd-11676 : 3855 ± 45 BP (1905 ± 45 BC), Gd-11675: 
3835 ± 45 BP (1885 ± 45 BC). 

In settlements situated on the Vistula Lagoon, main-
ly in Suchacz and Garbina, where pottery showing 
Trzciniec Horizon (Juodkrantė, former Schwarzort) 
was found, small polished flint tools were scarce and 
were found only in axe-like forms.

Polished flint tools have not been discovered on Lithu-
anian sites attributed to Rzucewo culture, neither on 
the Baltic coast, nor inland. The assemblages, for in-
stance the one in Šventoji 1A, which were dated 4120 
±80 BP, 4100 ± 100 BP and 3860 ± 50 BP (Rimantienė 
1980, p.74), show the dominance of a Corded Ware 
culture component, most apparent in the pottery. For 
that reason, Rzucewo culture in that region is regarded 
as a local variety of Corded Ware culture, which is also 
known as Bay Coast culture (Pamarių), or Vistula-
Neman culture (Rimantienė 1980, p.74). The only site 
in the Lithuanian interior where small polished flint 
axe-like tools were discovered is Kretuonas 1C, at-
tributed to late Narva culture (Girininkas 1994, Figs. 
246-247). The assemblage consists of material typical 
of Corded Ware culture or Rzucewo culture, and pieces 
of Trzciniec Horizon pottery, and was dated as (SP-
3211) 3340 ± 60 bp/ cal 1311 (1239) 1146 BC, which 
is contemporary with Trzciniec Horizon (Rimantienė, 
Ostrauskas 1998, p.212). 

Conc lus ions

1. Small polished flint tools are a local product that 
was manufactured when the style of Globular Am-
phora culture was prevalent in areas of the big-
gest deposits of amber along the Bay of Gdansk, 
Żuławy and the Vistula Lagoon. For this reason, all 
the identified types were made from local raw ma-
terials, mainly from Pomeranian flint.

2. The tools are a diagnostic material which makes it 
possible to distinguish cultural phenomena related 
to the formation of Rzucewo culture before the 
Pan-European Horizon style of Corded Ware cul-
ture emerged from phenomena which showed the 
influence of Corded Ware culture.

3. The relatively limited local range of the flint forms, 
only slightly bigger than the Rzucewo culture set-
tlement area defined previously by J. Żurek, allows 
us to distinguish processes related to Rzucewo cul-
ture from Bay Coast culture (Pamarių), which was 
a subsequent system associated mainly with the 
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Corded Ware culture style with no small polished 
tools. Therefore, it should be regarded as a local 
group of Corded Ware culture in the understanding 
of Lithuanian scientists.

4. In the group of axe-like tools, small polished tools 
in Rzucewo culture materials show mainly features 
typical of Corded Ware culture, and were used 
until features characteristic of Trzciniec Horizon 
emerged. On Rzucewo culture sites with prevalent 
features of Globular Amphora culture, there are 
both small axe-like tools and polished end-scrapers 
from the period until the Late Neolithic and Early 
Bronze Age.

5. The functions of all the tool types will be the object 
of further research, as all forms are worn by daily 
use. Some of them served other purposes, which 
has already been mentioned by L. Kilian, who sug-
gested the ritual use of small axe-like tools implied 
by the objects found in a burial place in Suchacz 
(Kilian 1955, p.50).
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MAŽI  POLIRUOTI  TITNAGINIAI 
RZUCEWO KULTŪROS ĮRANKIAI 
LENKIJOJE

KATARZYNA JANUSZEK

San t rauka

Maži poliruoti titnaginiai įrankiai yra Rzucewo kul-
tūros dalis. Kai kurie jų buvo rasti prieš Antrąjį 
pasaulinį karą Rzucewo ir kituose paminkluose. Ši me-
džiaga buvo sudaryta iš poliruotų grandukų, mažų kir-
velių ir nenustatytų įrankių su poliruotais ašmenimis 
(1–6 pav.). Dauguma panašių formų įrankų buvo atras-
ta XX a. antrojoje pusėje. Turtingiausias ir įvairiausias 
mažų poliruotų titnago įrankių rinkinys buvo rastas 
Rzucewo kultūros laikinose gyvenvietėse, susijusiose 
su gintaro dirbtuvėmis, kurios buvo Niedźwiedziów-
ka gyvenvietės mikroregione, Žulavų (Żuławy) žemu-
moje. Ši medžiaga leido identifikuoti ir aprašyti visus 
įrankių tipus. Kai kurie iš jų buvo reti ar rasti tik tam 
tikruose paminkluose. Tai taip pat padėjo ištirti veiklos 
ir įvykių, siejamų su Rzucewo kultūra, įvairovę.

Maži poliruoti titnaginiai įrankiai, rasti Niedźwie-
dziówka I gyvenvietėje, buvo išanalizuoti ir suskirstyti 
į keturias kategorijas: 1. poliruoti galiniai gremžtu-
kai (1 pav.), 2. poliruoti grandukai (2 pav.), poliruoti 
perforatoriai (3 pav.), 4. maži kirvio pavidalo įrankiai 
(4 pav.). Gyvenvietė buvo datuota remiantis C14 taip: 
Gd. 5253: 4570 ± 50 BP (2620 ± 50 BC), Gd-2767: 

4540 ± 70 BP (2590 ± 70 BC), Gd-2776: 4270 ± 90 
BP (2320 ± 90 BC), Gd-5238: 4140 ± 40 BP (2190 ± 
40 BC).

Analogiškų įrankių buvo rasta kituose Rzucewo kultū-
ros paminkluose (5 pav., 2 lentelė) šios kultūros ribose, 
pasak J. Żurek. Tai yra vietiniai gaminiai, atsiradę tuo-
met, kai rutulinių amforų kultūros stilius vyravo turtin-
giausių gintaro telkinių srityje palei Gdansko įlanką ir 
Vyslos lagūną bei Žulavų žemumoje. Todėl visi apra-
šytieji tipai pagaminti iš prastesnių žaliavų, ypač Po-
meranijos titnago. Dar daugiau, maži poliruoti įrankiai 
yra diagnostinė medžiaga, kuri padeda atskirti kultūri-
nius fenomenus, susijusius su Rzucewo kultūros for-
mavimusi prieš atsirandant paneuropiniam virvelinės 
keramikos kultūros horizontui, nuo procesų, kuriems 
įtakos turėjo virvelinės keramikos kultūra. Santyki-
nai ribota teritorinė artefaktų įvairovė leidžia atskirti 
reiškinius, susijusius su Rzucewo kultūra, nuo tų, ku-
rie plačiai suprantami kaip Pamarių kultūra, pastarajai 
esant vėlesne sistema. Pamarių kultūra yra siejama su 
virvelinės keramikos kultūra, kurioje mažų poliruotų 
titnago įrankių nerandama, todėl, Lietuvos mokslinin-
kų nuomone, ji turėtų būti laikoma vietine virvelinės 
keramikos kultūra.

Medžiagoje, apimančioje tik kirvelių pavidalo formas, 
mažų poliruotų įrankių randama Rzucewo kultūros 
kompleksuose, kuriuose vyrauja virvelinės keramikos 
kultūros stilius. Jie buvo naudojami tol, kol išsivystė 
Trzciniec horizontui būdingi bruožai. Rzucewo kultū-
ros paminkluose su ryškiu rutulinių amforų kultūros 
komponentu randama tiek mažų kirvio formos įrankių, 
tiek poliruotų galinių gremžtukų nuo vėlyvojo neolito 
iki ankstyvojo žalvario amžiaus. Poliruotų titnaginių 
įrankių funkcijų nustatymas bus tolesnių studijų tema.

Vertė Rasa Banytė-Rowell


